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In the name of God, Most Compassionate, Ever-Merciful 


Saying of God 

je ^ iU-i jl ijJL i jl<w UiJb Joi 

Whoever kills a person [unjustly], except as a 
punishment for murder or [as a prescribed punishment 
for spreading] disorder in the land, it is as if he killed all 
of humanity. [Qur’an 5:32] 


Saying of the Prophet 

3 5l» : Jll H Jf 0 * 

di» t5? dla ^ dl» 

Abu Bakra JL reported that the Prophet said, ‘Indeed, 
your blood and your property and your honour are 
inviolable, like the inviolability of this day of yours and 
this month of yours and this land of yours until the day 
you meet your Lord’. [al-Bukharl and Muslim] 
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past with his image of the future and finds convincing solutions 
for contemporary problems. Dr Qadri has been teaching Hadith, 
Qur’anic exegesis, jurisprudence, theology, Sufism, Prophetic 
biography, Islamic philosophy and many other rational and 
traditional sciences to thousands of people, including scholars, 
students, intellectuals and academics in the east and the west. 

Dr Qadri was born in 1951 in the city of Jhang, Pakistan, 
hailing from a family of Islamic scholars and teachers. His formal 
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Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



al-Akbar Muhyl al-Dln Ibn al- c Arabl (author of al-Futuhat al- 
Makkiyya) (Damascus) and Imam Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, the 
great Hadith authority of Egypt. Through another chain he is 
linked to Imam Yusuf al-Nabahanl directly via only one teacher. 
His chains of transmission are published in two of his thabats 
(detailed list): al-Jawahir al-bahira fl al-asamd al-tahira and al- 
Subul al-wahabiyya ft al-asamd al-dhahabiyya. 

In the academic sphere, Dr Qadri received a First Class Honours 
Degree from the University of the Punjab in 1970. After earning his 
MA in Islamic studies with distinction in 1972. and achieving his 
LLB in 1974, Dr Qadri began to practise law in the district courts 
of Jhang. He moved to Lahore in 1978 and joined the University 
of the Punjab as a lecturer in law and completed his doctorate in 
Islamic Law. He was later appointed as a professor of Islamic Law 
and was head of the department of Islamic legislation. 

Dr Qadri was also a jurist advisor to the Federal Shariah Court 
and Appellate Shariah Bench of the Supreme Court of Pakistan 
and advisor on the development of Islamic Curricula to the 
Federal Ministry of Education. Within a short span of time, Dr 
Qadri has emerged as one of the Pakistan’s leading Islamic jurists 
and scholars and one of the world’s most renowned and leading 
authorities on Islam. A prolific author, researcher and orator, Dr 
Qadri has written around one thousand books, out of which four 
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Formulaic Arabic Expressions 


■H {Salla-llahu c alayhi wa alihi wa sallam ) an invocation of 
God’s blessings and peace upon the Prophet Muhammad and his 
family: ‘God’s blessings and peace be upon him and his family’ 
( c Alayhis-salam) an invocation of God’s blessings and peace 
upon a Prophet or an angel: ‘May peace be upon him’ 

3^ ( c Alayhimus-salam) an invocation of God’s blessings and 
peace upon three or more Prophets: ‘May peace be upon them’ 
(Radiya-llahu c anhu) an invocation of God’s pleasure with 
a male Companion of the Prophet: ‘May God be pleased with 
him’ 

% {Radiya-llahu 'anha) an invocation of God’s pleasure with a 
female Companion of the Prophet: ‘May God be pleased with 
her’ 

Sii {Radiya-llahu anhuma) an invocation of God’s pleasure 
with two Companions of the Prophet: ‘May God be pleased 
with both of them’ 

& ( Radiya-llahu c anhum) an invocation of God’s pleasure 
with more than two Companions of the Prophet: ‘May God be 
pleased with them’ 
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Foreword 


From the Iranian revolution to the 9/1 1 and 7/7 attacks, and 
continued acts of global terrorism by militants in the name of 
Islam, questions have been raised and charges made regarding 
the relationship of Islam to religious extremism, violence, suicide 
bombing and terrorism. A common question often raised is: 
Why haven’t more Muslims, especially Muslim religious leaders, 
spoken out and aggressively condemned the attacks of 9/1 1 and 
subsequent acts of terrorism? In fact, Muslims have. 

The relationship of Islam to extremism and terrorism, at home 
and abroad, remains critical in the twenty-first century. The primary 
causes of global terrorism, most often political and economic 
grievances, are sometimes obscured by extremists’ use of religious 
language and symbolism. In recent decades, religion has proven a 
potent force, used not only by Muslims but by Jewish, Christian, 
Hindu and Buddhist terrorists to recruit, legitimate their actions 
and mobilize popular support. In the Muslim context, the Gallup 
World Poll, the largest and most systematic poll of Muslims in 
some 35 Muslim countries, from North Africa to Southeast Asia, 
representing the voices of a billion Muslims, has demonstrated 
that the majority of respondents who were asked in an open-ended 
question to explain their views of 9/1 1, those who condemned 
terrorism cited religious as well as humanitarian reasons. For 
example, 20 per cent of Kuwaitis who called the attacks ‘completely 
unjustified’ explained this by saying that terrorism was against 
the teachings of Islam. By contrast, not a single respondent who 
condoned the attacks used the Qur’an or Islam as justification. 
Instead, they relied on political rationalizations, for example, 
calling the United States an imperialist power or accusing it of 
wanting to control the world. The Gallup World Poll found 
that the vast majority of respondents (93 per cent) belong to the 
mainstream, who believe the 9/1 1 attacks were unjustified though 
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many in this group, like many non-Muslims, hold critical views of 
US foreign policy. Seven per cent, though not necessarily engaged 
in violence, themselves condoned the 9/1 1 attacks. Contrary to the 
popular notion, in the Gallup World Poll those who belong to the 
politically radicalized group proved to be no more religious than 
the mainstream. Large majorities of all groups report that religion 
is an important part of their daily lives, and there is no significant 
difference in mosque attendance. 

At the same time, from almost immediately after the attacks 
against the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, major Muslim 
religious leaders did speak out publically and continue to do so 
but, more often than not, the media has rarely covered this story, 
preferring to emphasize statements and threats from a dangerous 
and deadly minority of terrorists and preachers of hate. Yet a 
problem still remains. While the majority of Muslim leaders have 
condemned terrorism and suicide bombing in the name of Islam, 
some have regarded attacks against civilians and suicide bombing 
in Israel-Palestine as legitimate. Timothy Winter, for example, 
dismisses those who hold this view, such as Bin Laden and his 
right-hand man, Ayman al-Zawahiri, as unqualified, un-Islamic 
vigilantes who violate basic Islamic teachings. 

Their proclamations ignore 14 centuries of Muslim 
scholarship. . . . [They use] lists of anti-American 
grievances and of Koranic quotations referring to early 
Muslim wars against Arab idolators. . . . All this amounts 
to an odd and extreme violation of the normal methods of 
Islamic scholarship. . . . An insurrectionist who kills non- 
combatants is guilty of baghy, ‘armed transgression’, a 
capital offence in Islamic law. A jihad can be proclaimed 
only by a properly constituted state; anything else is pure 
vigilantism. 

Internationally prominent and influential religious scholar and 
leader, Yusuf Qaradawi and others issued fatwas condemning the 
9/1 1 attacks. Qaradawi on September 12, 2001 issued a fatwa, 
declaring: 
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Islam, the religion of tolerance, holds the human soul in 
high esteem, and considers the attack against innocent 
human beings a grave sin; this is backed by the Qur’anic 
verse which reads: ‘Whoever kills a human being for other 
than manslaughter or corruption in the earth, it shall be 
as if he has killed all mankind, and who so ever saves 
the life of one, it shall be as if he had saved the life of all 
mankind’. [Qur’an 5:32] ... I categorically go against a 
committed Muslim’s embarking on such attacks. 

But he and others have also regarded suicide bombing 
against Israelis in Israel-Palestine and American troops in Iraq 
as legitimate. And so the ‘war of fatwas’ has not only occurred 
between a majority of mainstream muftis and the fatwas issued by 
terrorists and their supporters but also existed between conflicting 
positions taken by muftis to whom many mainstream Muslims 
look for guidance. 

Suicide attacks that target innocent civilians or non-combatants 
have spark sharp debate among prominent religious authorities 
in the Muslim world. Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the late religious 
leader and founder of Hamas in Palestine, and Akram Sabri, 
the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, along with many other Arab and 
Palestinian religious leaders, have argued that suicide bombing is 
necessary and justified to counter Israel’s illegal occupation and 
overwhelming military power. Likewise, although Yusuf Qaradawi 
had condemned acts of terrorism and suicide bombings, in 1995, 
he was also one of the first religious scholars to issue a fatwa 
justifying such attacks in Israel, based on the premise Israelis were 
not civilians but combatants in a war of occupation waged against 
the Palestinians. 

In sharp contrast, Abdul Aziz Al-Shaykh, Grand Mufti of Saudi 
Arabia, condemned all suicide bombing without exception as un- 
Islamic and forbidden by Islam. Shortly after 9/1 1, on September 
15, 2001, he stated: 

Enmity and hatred do not justify aggression or injustice. 

. . . Firstly: the recent developments in the United States 
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including hijacking planes, terrorizing innocent people and 
shedding blood, constitute a form of injustice that cannot 
be tolerated by Islam, which views them as gross crimes 
and sinful acts. Secondly: any Muslim who is aware of 
the teachings of his religion and adheres to the directives 
of the Holy Qur’an and the sunnah [the teachings of the 
Prophet Muhammad] will never involve himself in such 
acts, because they will invoke the anger of God Almighty 
and lead to harm and corruption on earth. Thirdly: it 
is the duty of the Muslim ulema [religious scholars] to 
make facts clear in this respect, and to clarify that Islam 
never accepts such acts. Fourthly: the media, which try 
to defame Islam and Muslims in order to rally against 
them the feelings of various nations, should immediately 
stop this unacceptable and unjustifiable practice, since 
all reasonable and just people know that such biased 
accusations have nothing to do with Islam. 


Two important initiatives of Muslim religious leaders to 
globally to address and delegitimate religious extremism and 
global terrorism are the Amman Message [2004-05] and ‘A 
Common Word Between Us and You’ [2007]. In the Amman 
Message religious leaders issued a statement on the nature of true 
Islam, declaring ‘what Islam is and what it is not, and what actions 
represent it and what actions do not’, emphasizing Islam’s core 
values of compassion, mutual respect, acceptance and freedom 
of religion. The Amman Message intended to reject extremism 
as a deviation from Islamic beliefs and affirmed Islam’s message 
of tolerance and humanity as a common ground among different 
faiths and peoples. They addressed the critical questions: (1) Who 
is a Muslim? (2) Is it permissible to declare someone an apostate 
[takfir]} (3) Who has the right to issue fatwas? The opinions 
of these scholars then became the basis in July 2005 of a major 
international Islamic conference of two hundred Muslim scholars 
from over fifty countries. Based on fatwas provided by three 
of the most senior Sunni and Shia religious authorities, among 
them Sheikh Muhammad Sayyid Tantawi of al-Azhar University, 
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Iraq’s Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, and Yusuf Qaradawi, 
scholars addressed intra-Muslim conflict and violence and tried to 
delegitimate extremists who issue fatwas to justify their agendas. 

Participants issued a final declaration that emphasized the 
underlying unity and validity of the three major branches of Islam 
[Sunni, Shia and Ibadi], forbade declarations of excommunication 
or apostasy [takfir] between Muslims and delineated the conditions 
for a valid fatwa. Over five hundred leading Muslim scholars 
worldwide unanimously endorsed the Amman Message. Thus for 
the first time in history a large number of diverse religious leaders 
and representatives of global Islam joined together to issue an 
authoritative statement. 

In a second major document in October 2007, 138 prominent 
Muslim leaders [muftis, academics, intellectuals, government 
ministers and authors] from across the world sent another open 
letter, ‘A Common Word Between Us and You’, to the heads of 
the world’s major Christian churches. This initiative emphasized 
the importance of Muslims and Christians, who make up over half 
of the world’s population, working together for global peace on 
the basis of their shared ‘Common Word’, the very foundational 
principles of both faiths: love of the One God, and love of the 
neighbour. 

The response to ‘A Common Word’ from Christian leaders and 
scholars was immediate and global. The archbishop of Canterbury, 
Pope Benedict XVI, Orthodox Patriarch Alexei II of Russia, the 
presiding bishop of the Lutheran World Federation, and many 
others acknowledged its importance, as did many individuals and 
groups who posted their comments and criticisms on the official 
website of ‘A Common Word’. The number of Muslim leaders 
and scholars who signed the initiative increased from the original 
138 to over 300 with more than 460 Islamic organizations and 
associations also endorsing it. 

It is within this context that Dr Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri’s 
Fatwa on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings has been welcomed 
as an important document. Tahir ul-Qadri’s distinctive and 
voluminous fatwa is an exhaustive study of what the Qur’an and 
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Islamic sources have to say about the use of violence, terrorism and 
suicide bombing and is a categorical and unequivocal rejection of 
all acts of illegitimate violence, terrorism and every act of suicide 
bombing against all human beings, whether Muslim or non- 
Muslim. At the same time, he also distances himself from all, 
whether fellow prominent religious leaders or Muslim youth who 
have the potential to be radicalized, who would seek to justify 
and excuse suicide bombing and terrorism for any reason. As he 
noted in an interview with Christiane Amanpour, ‘Terrorism and 
violence cannot be considered to be permissible in Islam on the 
basis of any excuse. . . . Any good intention or any mistake of 
foreign policy of any country or any pretext cannot legalize the 
act of terrorism’. 

This important fatwa is a major contribution to Islamic 
discourse and teaching and to inter-religious understanding in the 
21 st century, offering a thought-provoking message and lesson for 
all who seek global peace and justice. 

Prof John L. Esposito 

Georgetown University, Washington DC 


Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Introduction 


When terrorists hijacked four commercial airliners on n 
September 2001 and succeeded in crashing three of them into 
civilian-filled buildings which symbolically projected American 
economic and military power, they conducted the worst act of 
violence on American soil since the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor on 7 December 1941. With a death toll six times greater 
than history’s worst terrorist attack, the dreadful events of 9/1 1 
were so ingenious in their planning, audacious in their method 
and indiscriminate in their victims that it was clear to strategists 
everywhere that someone would have to pay for the evil and 
effrontery. The United States and several key allies responded 
swiftly by invading Afghanistan in pursuit of the perpetrators to 
punish the Taliban regime that seemed to be aiding them. Intended 
as a short and intense campaign, the military operation quickly 
swept the regime from power and ushered in what the Coalition 
called a new beginning for Afghanistan; with human rights, the rule 
of law and equitable and representative governance. For reasons 
still questioned and debated, the Coalition felt compelled in 2003 
to invade Iraq in order to replace the government led by Saddam 
Hussein with a government sharing the values of that sought 
in Afghanistan. The invasion of Iraq degenerated surprisingly 
quick into a costly and bloody counter-insurgency campaign. A 
resurgent Taliban resistance movement in Afghanistan soon came 
to resemble, and then outperform, the Iraqi insurgency. 

The so-called ‘War on Terror’ has done little so far to enhance 
regional security, let alone restore a sense of peace to the world. 
Regardless of the injustice of the grievance that prompted the 
Coalition’s military response, the invasion of Afghanistan and 
especially of Iraq proved highly controversial and divisive. 
Despite the fact that the 9/1 1 terrorists were themselves Muslims, 
the invasion of two Islamic lands seemed so unnecessary and 
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disproportionate to the world’s 1.6 billion Muslims (and a vast 
number of non-Muslims) that the Coalition inadvertently drove 
a deep wedge between its member nations and virtually the 
entire Muslim world. Not only did these campaigns seem to most 
Muslims to be unwarranted and excessive, but they also seemed 
to be aimed at making all Muslims pay for the misdeeds of a few. 
Rather than inhibit terrorism, some commentators argue that the 
campaigns have inflamed tensions to such a heightened state that 
terrorism has increased, not decreased, as a consequence. 

As a scholar of war and strategy I have often felt concerned 
throughout the last decade by the spiralling cycle of violence, 
punishment, increased violence, increased punishment and so on. 
With the benefit of hindsight I suspect most of the Western politicians 
and military leaders who sent their forces into Afghanistan and 
Iraq now wish they had adopted different strategies, or at least 
carried out the same strategies in different ways. Even without the 
benefit of hindsight it should have been clear in 2001 and 2003 
that the pattern of military history would continue. From the 
beginning of recorded history every military occupation had given 
rise to a counter-occupation, usually characterised by asymmetric 
guerrilla warfare. Another lesson from history is that asymmetric 
insurgencies are routinely difficult, unpopular and lengthy affairs 
for the occupying states. We see this today. 

We also see new trends in the types and occurrence rates of 
terrorist attacks that now plague the world and make governments 
and populations highly jittery. Although suicide bombing existed 
before 9/1 1, it did not become frequent and common amongst 
Muslim terrorists until afterwards. It has now become alarmingly 
popular amongst aggrieved young men and women in communities 
troubled by occupation or perceptions of unjust governance. This has 
of course deeply troubled many non-Muslims who worry that there 
may be something inherently violent within the faith of Islam itself. 

I have watched gentle, inclusive, tolerant and peaceful Muslims 
condemn terrorist attacks and suicide bombings. Their religion, 
they say, is not inherently warlike or violent. It rests upon a 
code of human interaction that stresses equality, harmony and 
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the value of human dignity. I have felt tremendously proud at 
the condemnations of evil made by so many good Muslims. 
Yet I have also been acutely aware that, with terrorist attacks 
continuing unabated, their condemnations have not convinced 
all non-Muslims that Islam is a religion of peace, or persuaded 
those Muslims drawn to terrorism that they must not commit acts 
of evil, regardless of any perceived justification. Throughout this 
troubled decade of war and tension, I have watched numerous 
imams, shaykhs and clerics condemn terrorism as un-Islamic. I 
have felt relieved and comforted by their efforts to demonstrate 
that, according to the Qur’an and the Sunna, acts of lethal violence 
committed outside of organised warfare between states (and 
directed by legitimate leaders) are unjust and therefore un-Islamic. 

I have also felt frustrated that so many of the scholars who have 
condemned terrorism and suicide bombings have lacked sufficient 
international credibility and eminence to prove influential 
throughout the world. Moreover, some scholars have strangely 
equivocated on issues. That is, they have developed confusing and 
occasionally inconsistent arguments relating to the motivations of 
the perpetrators that could, by not closing the door completely, 
unintentionally allow would-be terrorists to slip through the gap 
into sinful action. 

In March 20 1 o I breathed a huge sigh of relief when I read that an 
internationally renowned Islamic scholar, recognised throughout 
the world as an authority on the Qur’an and the Sunna, had 
issued a prodigiously researched fatwa which demonstrated from 
scrupulously reliable sources that terrorism and suicide bombings 
are so wickedly unjust and un-Islamic that their evil cannot be 
justified by recourse to discussions of intention. Regardless of 
intention, the evil act remains an evil act. I was struck by the fact 
that the scholar behind this fatwa, unlike any previously issued, 
is unquestionably a scholar of unimpeachable reputation whose 
almost four decades of meticulous research have produced scores 
of influential books. 

His Eminence Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri 
has emerged in recent decades as one of the world’s foremost 
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authorities on Islamic jurisprudence. In addition to many 
humanitarian activities, he founded and still heads Minhaj-ul- 
Quran, a broad-based international organisation with branches 
and centres in ninety countries which has a remarkably positive 
vision: to promote the well-being of all humans through religious 
moderation, accessible education, and dialogue based on mutual 
respect and cooperation instead of competition between the 
world’s great faith communities. Make no mistake: Minhaj-ul- 
Quran promotes Islam globally. It merely aspires to do so in the 
manner of Islam’s Beloved Prophet: through impeccable teachings 
that stress peace, patience, respect and tolerance. 

The Shaykh’s scholarship is remarkable. The fatwa rests 
upon a granite-solid foundation of research and references from 
the Qur’an, reliable Hadith of established provenance, opinions 
of the Beloved Prophet’s Companions and the classical texts of 
Islamic scholarship that are widely accepted by all main schools 
of thought. I have pored over not only the exhaustive text of the 
fatwa, but also over its hundreds of footnotes. Carefully selected 
for their reliability and clarity, the citations are employed by the 
Shaykh with obvious and commendable scholarly concern for 
precision and accuracy and after all issues of truth, objectivity 
and bias have been carefully weighed on the scales of his mind. In 
selecting sources, building his case brick-by-brick and expressing 
his argument powerfully and clearly, he has demonstrated 
profoundly good judgment. 

The power of Dr Tahir-ul-Qadri’s argument stems from its 
completeness and comprehensiveness as well as from the fact that, 
for the first time in a fatwa, an internationally renowned scholar 
has left no stone unturned in his determination to demonstrate that 
there can be no possible justification for deliberate violence in the 
name of Islam outside of the context of organised warfare. This is 
itself only permissible when undertaken according to strict criteria 
based only on self-defence and adherence to justice. Dr Tahir-ul- 
Qadri categorically demonstrates with dependable scholarship that 
regardless of any claimed motives, however righteous they may 
seem, evil acts will remain evil. Indeed, the Shaykh demonstrates 
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that suicide bombings and other forms of terrorism are so unjust 
and wicked that they place the perpetrators outside of Islam. That 
is, these acts are the acts of unbelievers, not martyrs, and they 
will expose those who do them to the gravest likelihood of eternal 
punishment after death. 

As a strategic thinker who studies and teaches on war, ethics 
and justice, I have worried for a decade about the unnecessary 
misunderstandings that seem to divide the world’s communities 
and I have felt gnawing frustration that so few actions have eased 
tensions or reduced suspicions and hatreds. I genuinely believe 
that Shaykh-ul-Islam Dr Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri’s marvellous 
fatwa should be read by everyone. It is the most important single 
work yet to appear that has any chance of explaining to the Islamic 
community what most Muslims intuitively believe but sometimes 
cannot adequately convey: the precise reasons why terrorism can 
never be condoned and must always be condemned. Dr Tahir-ul- 
Qadri’s fatwa is also the most likely of all publications in recent 
years to convince any non-Muslim readers or observers that Islam 
advocates peace, love and harmony and decries all unjust violence. 
Most importantly, if we are able to get this fabulous fatwa into 
the hands of any misguided Muslims, it just might, God willing, 
prevent them from committing un-Islamic acts of barbarity in the 
name of a great religion of peace. 

Dr Joel S. Hayward 

Dean of the Royal Air Force College, Cranwell 
Head of Air Power Studies, King’s College London 
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T he horrendous onslaught of terrorism that has continued 
unabated in recent years has brought the Muslim XJmtna 
(nation) in general, and Pakistan in particular, into disrepute. 
The overwhelming majority of Muslims oppose and condemn 
terrorism in unequivocal terms and are unwilling to accept it as 
even remotely related to Islam. However, a negligible — albeit 
highly visible and vocal — minority amongst them seems to openly 
approve of terrorism, and instead of opposing and condemning it, 
resorts to misleading and fallacious reasoning. 

It may be conceded that the local, national and international 
factors underpinning global terrorism include the injustices inflicted 
against Muslims in certain areas, the apparent double standards 
displayed by the major state powers and their open-ended and the 
long-term military engagements in a number of countries under the 
pretext of combating terror. That said, the terrorists’ recourse to 
violence and indiscriminate murder has become a routine affair, 
taking the form of suicide bombings against peaceful people, as 
well as bomb blasts directed towards mosques, shrines, educational 
institutions, bazaars, governmental buildings, trade centres, 
markets, security installations and other public places: heinous, 
inhuman and barbarous acts in their very essence. 

The perpetrators of these crimes justify their actions in the 
name of jihad, and thus they distort, twist and confuse the 
sacred Islamic concept of jihad. This situation is causing some 
Muslims — amongst the youth in particular — to fall prey to 
doubts and reservations, resulting in confusion about the concept 
of jihad, because those who perpetrate these atrocities are self- 
professed Muslims. They and their cohorts practise Islamic 
rituals, perform acts of worship and display the outward forms 
of religiosity encapsulated in the Shariah (Islamic Sacred Law). 
This has put not only the common Muslims into a dilemma, but 
also a significant number of religious scholars and intellectuals. 
They are perturbed and curious to know the real Islamic stance 
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on the methods these individuals and groups have adopted to 
wreak their havoc. 

Furthermore, international media consistently over-reports 
incidents of terrorism and extremism around the Muslim world, 
and is reluctant to highlight the positive and constructive aspects 
of Islam, its peaceful teachings and philanthropic philosophy 
and orientation. Moreover, they do not report the condemnation 
and opposition prevalent within Muslim communities towards 
extremists, militants and terrorists. Lumping both Islam and 
terrorism together has led only to negative consequences. The 
Western mind conjures up images of terrorism and extremism at 
the merest mention of the word Islam. This in turn leaves Western- 
bred and educated Muslim youth in a most difficult position. In 
fact, the present generation of young Muslims all over the Islamic 
world is falling victim to intellectual confusion and deterioration 
in the practical fields and in the domain of beliefs and religious 
tenets. 

This precarious situation has led to damage on two levels: 
damage to Islam and the Muslims and damage to the Western 
world. The damage to Islam and the Muslim world is that many 
Muslim youth, unaware of the normative teachings of Islam, and 
under the influence of the media, erroneously believe that terrorism 
and extremism emanate from religious teachings and the attitudes 
of religious people. This misplaced thinking has alienated many 
of the youth from the religion, and has even led some of them to 
atheism or rejection of religion altogether. On the other hand, the 
danger threatening the Western world is from the governmental 
policies and subsequent stereotyping of Muslims, which provoke a 
negative response amongst some of the Muslim youth, who regard 
these as attacks against Islam and an organised conspiracy from 
certain influential circles in the Western world. 

As a reaction, some youth are gradually becoming extreme and 
militant in their outlooks. Some of them are eschewing moderation 
and expressing hatred and desire for revenge, and ultimately 
becoming terrorists, or at the very least, adopting the terrorist 
worldview or being groomed for their nefarious designs. Thus, 
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such policies are instrumental in producing potential terrorist 
recruits and supporters, with no end in sight. Consequently, both 
the Muslim Umma, as well as humanity, are heading towards 
catastrophe. 

Moreover, these circumstances are heightening tensions, and 
creating an atmosphere of mistrust between the Islamic and 
Western worlds. The upsurge in terrorism is paving the way for 
greater foreign interference in and pressure on the Muslim nation- 
states. This widening gulf is not only pushing humanity towards 
interfaith antagonism at the global level but also reducing the 
possibilities of peace, tolerance and mutual coexistence amongst 
the different societies in this rapidly shrinking and globalized 
world. 

Under these dire circumstances, I thought it necessary to explain 
to the Western and Islamic worlds the proper Islamic stance on 
terrorism: in the light of the Qur’an, the prophetic traditions 
(hadith) and classical books of jurisprudence and theology. The 
underlying purpose is to present this point of view to significant 
institutions of learning, important think tanks and influential 
opinion-making organisations around the world, so that both the 
Muslims and non-Muslims who entertain doubts and reservations 
about Islam are able to understand Islam’s stance on terrorism 
more clearly. 

The first part of this book explains the meaning of Islam and 
discusses its three categories: Islam (peace), Iman (faith) and Ihsan 
(spiritual excellence). These three words, literally and figuratively, 
represent peace, safety, mercy, tolerance, forbearance, love, 
kindness, benevolence and respect for humanity. Using Qur’anic 
verses and prophetic traditions, it demonstrates that the killing 
of Muslims and the practice of terrorism against common people 
are not only unlawful and forbidden in Islam, but also represent a 
rejection of faith (kufr). Referencing the expositions and opinions 
of jurists and experts of Qur’anic exegesis and hadith, it has 
established that virtually all of the learned Islamic authorities have 
held the same unanimous opinion about terrorism throughout 
the entire 1400-year history of Islam. The concluding part of this 
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book takes an account of the proper means of effecting a change 
in society and the correct way to redress wrongs, as well as the 
Muslim’s responsibilities when he or she resides in a non-Muslim 
country. 

Perhaps the most important aspect of this book is that it 
explains the ideology and mindset that pits one Muslim against 
another and leads to bloodshed in society. This mindset not only 
regards it permissible to kill schoolgirls and women in markets, 
but also considers these heinous acts a means of earning rewards 
and spiritual benefits in the Hereafter. What power or conviction 
rouses someone to kill people gathered in a mosque and causes 
him to believe that he will earn Paradise through wanton carnage? 
Why does a terrorist decide to end his own life — one of the 
greatest blessings of God — with his own hands through suicide 
bombing? How does he come to believe that by killing people 
through suicide bombing he will become a martyr and enter 
Paradise? These are the questions that spring to the mind of every 
person possessing common sense. In answering these questions, 
I have relied on historical facts which the Prophet (may God 
bless him and grant him peace) himself foretold. The book offers 
a comprehensive analysis of the signs, beliefs and ideologies of 
the Kharijites — an extremist group that appeared in the Muslim 
community over one thousand years ago — and establishes that the 
terrorists of today are their modern offshoots. 

An oft-repeated contention these days is that since foreign powers 
are aggressing against Muslim countries, including Pakistan, the 
so-called jihadi groups have thwarted them by launching the 
offensive and inflicting upon them devastating blows, and that, 
therefore, their actions — though incorrect — should not be reviled 
and condemned because their intention is to defend Islam. This 
is a flawed argument and a morally reprehensible position. I 
have addressed this contention, and explained that, in the light 
of the Qur’an and hadith, evil cannot become good under any 
circumstance, nor can oppression transform itself into virtue due 
to a good intention. 
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Some Important Questions 

The heartbreaking and ghastly scenes of terrorism will no doubt 
disturb the minds of all decent and common folk around the 
world, and will prompt some perplexing questions that demand 
satisfactory answers. 

Question One 

Is it lawful for a group or organization to use force to promote and 
implement its own doctrine and beliefs in the name of reforming 
others, presuming itself to be on the right path? Does Islam in any 
way allow the killing of people because of doctrinal differences, 
and does it permit the usurpation of their wealth and properties 
and the destruction of mosques, religious sites and shrines? 

Answer 

Islam is a religion of peace and safety and champions love and 
harmony in society. According to Islamic teachings, a Muslim is 
one from whose hands the lives and properties of all Muslims 
and non-Muslims remain safe. The sanctity of human life and its 
protection occupies a fundamental place in Islamic law. Taking 
anyone’s life is an act that is forbidden and unlawful, and in some 
cases amounts to disbelief. These days, the terrorists who, in a 
futile attempt to impose their own ideas and beliefs, ruthlessly 
and indiscriminately, kill people in mosques, marketplaces, 
governmental offices and other public places, are in fact committing 
a clear act of disbelief. They are warned of a humiliating torment 
in this world and in the Hereafter. 

Terrorism in its very essence symbolizes disbelief and is a 
rejection of what Islam stands for. When the forbidden element of 
suicide is added to it, its severity and gravity becomes even greater. 
Scores of Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions prove that 
terrorism is unlawful in Islam and that it is an act of disbelief. This 
has been the opinion of many Islamic scholars through the 1400 
years of Islamic history, including the eminent Imams of Qur’anic 
exegesis and hadith and the authorities on logic and jurisprudence. 

Islam has kept the door of negotiation and discussion open 
to convince others by reasoning, instead of taking up arms to 
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denounce the viewpoints of others and to enforce one’s own 
opinion. Only the victims of ignorance, jealousy and malice take 
recourse to attacks against public. Islam declares them as rebels 
who will abide in Hell. 

Question Two 

What are the rights of the non-Muslim citizens of a Muslim state? 
Answer 

Islam not only guarantees the protection of the life, honour and 
property of Muslim citizens of an Islamic state, but also guarantees 
the equal protection of the life, honour and property of non- 
Muslim citizens, as well as those with whom it has entered into a 
peace treaty. The rights of non-Muslim citizens in an Islamic state 
are just as sacrosanct as those of Muslim citizens. There is no 
difference between them as human beings. That is why Islamic law 
metes out equal treatment to both parties in the matters of blood 
money and legal retribution (qisas). Non-Muslims have complete 
personal and religious freedom in a Muslim society and their 
properties and places of worship also enjoy complete protection. 

In addition to the non-Muslim citizens, even the ambassadors 
of non-Muslim countries and others working on diplomatic 
assignments have been guaranteed complete protection. Likewise, 
the protection of the lives and properties of non-Muslim traders 
is the responsibility of the Islamic state. Islam forbids the use of 
violence against peaceful and non-combatant citizens. Those who 
attack peaceful non-Muslim citizens, kidnap them for ransom and 
torture them mentally or physically, or keep them under unlawful 
custody are in fact committing major violations of Islamic 
teachings. 

Question Three 

Does Islam offer clear commands regarding the sanctity of human 
life? Is it lawful to kidnap and assassinate foreign delegates and 
peaceful non-Muslim citizens in order to avenge injustices and 
disrupt the non-Muslim global powers? 
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Answer 

The importance Islam lays on the sanctity and dignity of human 
life can be gauged from the fact that it forbids indiscriminate 
killing even when Muslim armies are engaged in war against enemy 
troops. The killing of children, women, elderly people, religious 
leaders and traders is strictly prohibited. Similarly, those who 
surrender their arms, confine themselves to their homes and seek 
shelter cannot be killed. The general public must not be targeted, 
and likewise, places of worship, buildings, crops and even trees 
must not be destroyed. 

On the one hand, there is a clear set of Islamic laws based on 
extreme discretion, and on the other hand, there are people who 
invoke the name of Islam to justify the indiscriminate and wanton 
killing of men, women and children everywhere. It is a pity that 
such barbaric people claim that their activities are jihad. In no 
way is it permissible to hold foreign delegates under unlawful 
custody and murder them and other peaceful non-Muslim citizens 
in retaliation for the interference, injustice and aggression of their 
countries. The one who commits these acts has no relation to 
Islam or the Prophet Muhammad |L 

Question Four 

Is armed struggle permissible against Muslim rulers in order to 
remove their governments because of their un-Islamic policies, 
or to bring them to the right path or to force them to give up 
their impious activities? Is rebellion against the constitutional 
government and its authority Islamically mandated? What should 
be the legitimate way to change the rulers or make them mend 
their ways? 

Answer 

Islam is not merely a religion; it is a complete din, or code of 
life. It provides a complete set of principles for every aspect of 
life, and has also made arrangements for the protection of society 
as a whole. The rights and duties of state institutions have been 
clearly detailed. All citizens of a Muslim state are duty-bound to 
abide by its laws, rules and regulations. One of these principles 
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is that a Muslim state and society should be a paragon of peace 
and coexistence. For this reason, Islam strictly prohibits taking up 
arms against it, challenging its authority and declaring war against 
it. Islamic law considers such actions as rebellion. God forbid if 
such conditions are created, then it is the primary responsibility 
of the Islamic state to take urgent measures to decisively eliminate 
rebellion and terrorism so that no individual or group can dare 
destroy the harmony of society, ruin peace and shed blood. Islam 
holds the peace and tranquillity of society in general, and of the 
Muslim state in particular, so dear that it does not allow people 
to raise the banner of revolt in the name of confronting injustice, 
oppression and other vices committed by the ruling elite. The 
banner of rebellion against a Muslim state cannot be raised unless 
the rulers commit explicit, declared and unequivocal disbelief, 
and use force to prevent the performance of religious rituals, like 
prayer. 

The evidence for the prohibition of armed rebellion is 
explicitly outlined in the Qur’an, the prophetic traditions and 
the expositions of the classical jurists. If reference is made to the 
noble Companions of the Prophet H, their successors, as well as 
Imam Abu Hanlfa, Imam Malik, Imam al-ShafiT, Imam Ahmad 
b. Hanbal and other leading jurists, consensus would approve 
to exist that it is totally forbidden to rebel against the Muslim 
state — and there is no difference of opinion between any schools 
of thought on this matter. Any armed rebellion that challenges the 
authority of the state is nothing but a civil war, a blatant act of 
terrorism and a clear act of strife. Under no circumstances can it 
be called jihad. As for the struggle to reform an impious Muslim 
ruler or state, that is not at all prohibited. 

The prohibition of rebellion and armed struggle does not 
imply that an evil should not be called an evil and that no effort 
should be made to stop its spread or that the religious obligation 
to enjoin the good and forbid the evil should be abandoned. The 
act of upholding the truth and rejecting falsehood is mandatory 
for all Muslims, and seeking to reform society and fight off evil 
forces is a religious obligation. The adoption of all constitutional, 
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legal, political and democratic ways to reform the rulers and the 
system of governance and prevent them from the violation of 
human rights is not only lawful but a binding duty upon Muslims. 
Indeed, it is from the obligations of faith to strive at the individual 
and collective levels — through the appropriate means — for the 
establishment of truth, abolishment of terror and oppression and 
restoration of justice. 

Question Five 

The sect of the Kharijites has left behind an indelible mark in the 
history of terrorism. The question arises: Who were the Kharijites? 
How are they judged in Islamic Revealed Law? Are the present- 
day terrorists a continuation of the Kharijites of old? 

Answer 

The Kharijites were rebels and apostates from Islam. Their initial 
appearance was during the lifetime of the Prophet Muhammad 
H, and their intellectual growth and emergence took place during 
the caliphates of c Uthman b. c Affan and c All b. Abl Talib ig|L The 
Kharijites were so punctual and regular in the performance of 
religious rituals and acts of worship that they would appear more 
pious than the Companions of the Prophet 0; however, according 
to the clear statement of the Prophet 0, they were absolutely out 
of the fold of Islam. 

The Kharijites regarded the killing of Muslims as lawful, 
rejected the Companions for their disagreement with them, and, 
with the slogan of ‘ there is no rule but for God’, considered it 
lawful to wage armed struggle against c All The Kharijites were 
in fact the first terrorist group to challenge the authority of the 
Muslim state and raise the banner of armed struggle against it. The 
hadith texts clearly establish that the elements of the Kharijites 
will continue to emerge and reappear in every age. 

The term Kharijite is not restricted to the group that took up 
arms against the Rightly Guided Caliphs, but it encompasses — from 
then until the Day of Judgement — every group and individual who 
possesses their attributes and beliefs and who commits terrorism 
in the name of jihad. Despite being compulsive and obsessive in 
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their performance of the outward religious rituals, the Kharijites 
are considered out of the fold of Islam for their mistaken and 
erroneous beliefs. 

A Muslim state cannot be allowed to give them any concession 
in the name of dialogue, or stop military actions against them 
until they are eliminated — and this is according to the explicit 
instructions of the Prophet 0 . The only time they can be spared 
is when they willingly lay down their arms, repent of their actions 
and vow to honour the authority of the Muslim state. 

Question Six 

What are the measures that a government should take to end 
terrorist activities and armed strife? 

Answer 

The government and the law enforcement agencies should, at the 
outset, remove all factors and stimuli that contribute to making the 
common man a victim of doubts regarding the impermissibility of 
terrorism as a method of change. The ringleaders and supporters 
of terrorism are able to snare impressionable youth and lead them 
to militancy due to these doubts and misgivings. They are easily 
able to groom them for terrorist activities by exploiting their 
emotions and sensibilities. The policies, events and circumstances 
the terrorist elements use as fuel for their evil agenda must be 
remedied and set right as a priority. This will certainly help 
eradicate the root causes of the spread of this plague. Similarly, 
as long as the world powers continually fail to attend to the real 
hardships of people and take note of their complaints, and until 
they abandon their deceptive policies, the restoration of real peace 
will remain a distant dream. 

Question Seven 

Can the atrocities of terrorism be justified and deemed permissible 
if they are done with the intention of promoting Islam and securing 
the rights of the Muslims? 

Answer 

Even today the Kharijites invoke Islam and raise slogans to establish 
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the divine order, but all of their actions and steps constitute a 
clear violation of Islamic teachings. When the supporters of the 
Kharijites do not have a legal argument to defend their actions, 
they draw people’s attention to the vices and corruption of the 
ruling elite and the oppression committed by foreign forces. By 
way of this moral equivocation, they attempt to justify unlawful 
murder. They are content in the belief that, although the terrorists 
are doing wrong, their intention is good and beyond reproach. This 
is a major intellectual faux pas, and many people, both educated 
and uneducated, suffer from this doubt. An evil act remains evil 
in all its forms; whether it is interpreted as injustice, this principle 
remains the same. Therefore, no forbidden action can ever become 
a virtuous and lawful deed due to the goodness of intention. 

Killing the common people, engaging in oppression and behaving 
with cruelty and violence cannot become pardonable offenses due 
to the presence of a good intention or pious conviction. There 
is no place for deviation from this fundamental principle. Thus, 
this argument of the terrorists and their well-wishers is invalid 
as per the Islamic Sacred Law. Therefore, I begin my arguments 
with the clarification of the same issue: that an evil deed cannot 
transform into a pious deed due to a good intention from where it 
supposedly arises. 

Good Intentions do not Change Vices into Virtues 

If a good intention gives rise to bloodshed and massacre, the 
question arises whether such tyranny and barbarism can be 
declared lawful on its basis. Some people think that, although 
suicide bombings are evil and the destruction of educational, 
training, industrial, commercial and welfare centres is a heinous 
crime, still the suicide bombers are doing these acts with good 
intentions and pious motives, and are therefore justified. They are 
justified — so the logic goes — as retaliation for foreign aggression 
against Muslims. They are carrying out a jihad, it is argued, and 
so they cannot be given any blame. 

This brief discussion analyses this thought in the light of the 
Qur’an and Sunna. The Qur’an rejected the idol worship that was 
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carried out with the intention of attaining nearness to God and 
called it disbelief. The Qur’an says, 

UjSj&J U e-UJjl jfi IjJAil jjJJI 3 jjJJI aAI 

j* V dJ' dl dJl 5] dJl 

'’Listen, sincere devotion is only God’s due. But those 
who take others as protectors besides God [say], “We 
only worship them in order that they may bring us nearer 
to God”. Truly God will judge between them in that 
wherein they differ. But God guides not such as are liars 
and ingrates’ d 

When the idolaters of Mecca were asked why they worshipped 
idols, they said the idols would bring them closer to God. Their 
intention to attain closeness to God was good, but their idol- 
worship was blasphemy and disbelief. Idolatry, therefore, cannot 
be justified because of good intentions. 

Furthermore, the terrorists’ claim that they are fighting injustice 
is rejected because they are shedding blood and spreading fear, and 
are not engaging in constructive work or reformation. God says, 

jaJ <uii ^ U ijs- ilit AgJtuj ^ kiX&du 

jjddj'j dj/xb i$j -uJy jpffi j) oil 

aILJxS oJjJl dll Jjt <d JJi \'i\j ^ <d!tj 

‘And amongst people there is he whose conversation 
seems pleasing to you in the life of the world, and he calls 
God to bear witness to that which is in his heart, but 
in truth he is the most quarrelsome of opponents. And 
when he turns away, he runs about in the land to cause 
corruption and destroy crops and life, and God does not 
like corruption. And when it is said to him, “Fear God”, 

1 Qur’an 39:3. 
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his arrogance leads him to more sins. Hell is, therefore, 
sufficient for him. And that is indeed an evil abode V 

These verses explain that many people will speak with seemingly 
pleasant words and employ superficial arguments. They will swear 
on their good intentions, and declare God witness to their noble 
objectives and pious aims. Despite their assertions and claims, 
however, God declared them miscreants and wrongdoers who will 
face the torment of Hell. Their swearing on their intentions has 
been refuted because they are committing wanton acts of violence, 
strife and terrorism. Their crimes, therefore, cannot be forgiven 
due to their ‘good’ intentions and noble designs that they declare 
on oath. This is a basic principle drawn from the Qur’an and the 
Shariah. Another Qur’anic verse explains the same point: 

.byxllai jki US! IjJll Jpffi ijX-Jb V 

‘ And when it is said to them, “Do not spread corruption 
in the land”, they say, “We are only reformers!” Truly, it 
is they who spread corruption but they perceive it not’. z 

Here again, the corrupt and criminal mentality of terrorists is 
described. This verse explains that the offenders never regard their 
activity as disruption, violence and strife; rather, they may call 
it jihad and reconstruction and reformation. They presume that 
the criminal activities they engage in are for the greater good of 
society. Today’s tragedy is that terrorists, murderers and rioters 
try to prove — claiming to uphold the banner of Islam and national 
interests — that their criminal, rebellious, brutal and blasphemous 
activities are justified reactions to foreign aggression. 

They should know that, just as a good intention can never 
justify an unlawful act, and just as pious motives can never 
transform blasphemy into righteousness, similarly, the intention 
to perform jihad can never justify unlawful violence or make 
terrorism lawful. The intention to protect Islam, defend it against 

1 Ibid., z:zo4-zo6. 

2 Ibid., z:ii-iz. 
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foreign aggression and avenge the wrongs and excesses inflicted 
upon the Muslim Umma is one thing, but the brutal mass murder 
of peaceful citizens, the destruction of property and the ruthless 
target killings are altogether different. The former can never 
prove the latter lawful; the two have no relation to one another. 
Terrorism, carnage and mass destruction can neither be justified 
in the name of enforcing Islamic commands, nor can they be 
exceptions to the rule or pardonable. 

An in-depth study of the Qur’an and hadith literature clearly 
establishes that Islam makes the realisation of lawful objectives 
conditional upon lawful means only, and decrees that the 
attainment of noble aims can only be through noble methods. 
A sacred goal can never be achieved by following an evil and 
criminal path. Constructing a mosque, for example, is a pious act, 
but it cannot be funded by robbing a bank or through ill-gotten 
means. The objectives of mercy cannot be achieved through cruelty 
and oppression, and the designs of a religious person cannot be 
materialised by adopting shameful methods. Fair is fair and foul 
is foul; it is Satan who says, ‘Fair is foul and foul is fair’. This 
illustrates the majesty and purity of Islam, which has purified and 
reformed both the destination and its path and has made both 
objective and method pure and upright. 

Those who base their argument on the famous hadith, ‘Actions 
are judged according to intentions’, in order to justify their brutal 
ways and cursed means, make false and heretic claims. They cannot 
set a wrong thing right. This hadith speaks only about those actions 
that are proven pious, permissible and lawful. Their acceptability 
has been based on the soundness of intention; if the intention is 
pure, they will be accepted, and if not, they will be rejected. If the 
intention is corrupt, or if it does not exist, the actions will not be 
considered acts of worship, despite their apparent righteous value. 
But the actions that are from the start forbidden, unjust, unlawful 
and blasphemous cannot be made permissible or lawful by good 
intentions. 

This is such a crucial Islamic principle that not one of the 
Companions, pious predecessors, Imams and authorities of hadith 
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and Qur’anic exegesis has opposed it to date. Some scholars have also 
interpreted the hadith, ‘Actions are judged according to intentions’, 
saying that actions take shape according to their intentions. So a 
terrorist’s actions speak of his intentions: his killings and destructive 
activities prove his foul intentions and condemnable ideas and 
beliefs. His heinous actions cannot stem from pious intentions and 
beliefs. The bloodshed he causes only proves his internal cruelty 
and lack of mercy. It is, therefore, evident that whatever false 
implications and foul justifications these rebels, criminals and 
brutes may put forth to prove their atrocities as acts of jihad, they 
have nothing to do with the teachings of Islam whatsoever. 

The Qur’an has vividly described them as: 

i\jLLe pJt>j uiall ^ 

‘ Those whose entire struggle is wasted in the life of this 
world, but they presume they are doing good ’. 1 

I also regard it my fundamental duty to inform the respected 
readers that I am writing this book solely for the sake of Islam’s 
dignity and in service to humanity. This book has not been written 
to condone or approve of the unpopular and unwise policies of 
global powers, nor does it seek to justify the wrong policies and 
actions of any government, including that of Pakistan. I neither 
seek the pleasure of any government, nor the tribute or appreciation 
from any international power or organisation. As always, I have 
taken the initiative to perform this task as a part of my religious 
obligation. The objective is to wash off the stain of terrorism from 
Islam, to familiarise the Muslims with the real teachings of the 
Qur’an and Sunna (the Prophet’s way) and to attempt to prevent 
human suffering from the flames of terrorism. 

May God bless this endeavour with His benevolent acceptance 
through the means of His Beloved Messenger, Muhammad, may 
God bless him and grant him peace! 

Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri 


1 Ibid., 18:104. 
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i . i Islam as Peace and Security 

Islam is a religion of peace and security, and it urges others to 
pursue the path of peace and protection. The most significant 
proof of this is that God has named it as Islam. 1 The word Islam 
is derived from the Arabic word salama or salima. It means peace, 
security, safety and protection. As for its literal meaning, Islam 
denotes absolute peace. As a religion, it is peace incarnate. It 
encourages humankind to be moderate, peaceful, kind, balanced, 
tolerant, patient and forbearing. 

If we look for the definition of a Muslim or mu’min [believer] 
mentioned in the Qur’an and hadith, it will become evident that, 
in the sight of God and His Messenger , a Muslim is someone 
who embodies peace and security, and a mu’min is the one who 
is endowed with love, affection, peace, tranquillity, tolerance and 
coexistence, and upholds the cause of human dignity. Everyone 
is protected and safe from him at all levels, individually and 
collectively. 

X.2 The Three Levels of Islam 

The Messenger of God 0 , described three levels of religion: Islam , 
Iman and Ihsan. These are the levels of the religion applicable 
to actions, beliefs and inner spiritual states. All Islamic teachings 
revolve around these three levels, as proven by an agreed upon 
hadith. 2. 

It is reported that 'Umar b. al-Khattab said: 
jisUi JjX£> M jyj Oli Jjij 

jJj U* JjI j t AjXit 

1 God says: ‘Truly, Islam is the only din [religion] in God’s sight’ [Qur’an 
3:19]; ‘And I have chosen for you Islam as a din’ [Qur’an 5:3]; and ‘He 
[God] has named you Muslims in the previous [Books] as well as in this 
[Qur’an]’ [Qur’an 22:78]. 

2 A hadith that is ‘agreed upon’ is a rigorously authentic narration reported 
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b :Jl£j ^gip A-fiS” £-£jj Jl ai^U ^Jil 
Sfj d&l Sll ail i 5! i£ii 61 f*>C)II :0 ill Jpj jlli t^^l jp 
till cJJl gAij iDUaaj ‘®lijJl tSbCflJl |*Jbj <Ull JJiij lAl?ti 

: Jli l&ihajj iJLiJ i bLb^ii : Jli .CJJUp : Jl3 ,bC~b> <dJ) cJikzljl 
4j^-*i!l ^dlj cAA-tojjJ t4&b jfip c)l :Jl5 .JUj^JI jP 

in J&i 6l : Jli .tiuj-^l jP yj^U : Jli .cijlb? : Jl3 jJlsIu 

U :JlS .SpUJi jp :Jl£ Jils sljj ,*J tils il\y> 

l&S Jd3 jl :Jl3 .l^ijbol ^jP ^^>13 :3li .JjlLJl ^ipb l^zP 

( Jjlkil j*J .Dull!' ^ bljijlluj ^bijl «Ipj SlUil SljAll SliAJl lMj 

; 6) V3 .^dpl <0 4111 ; cd3 ?^JjU*JI ^ Jj'l cJ^P b ; 6 12 tCLa OJuL? 

.^6Ji ^Ui*j ^iii ,3^ 

‘One day as we were sitting with the Messenger of God 
0, there appeared before us a man whose clothes were 
exceedingly white and whose hair was exceedingly black. 
No signs of travel were seen upon him and none of us 
knew him. He walked up and sat down by the Prophet 
0. Resting his knees against his and placing the palms of 
his hands on his thighs, he said, “O Muhammad! Tell me 
about Islam”. The Messenger 0 said, “Islam is to bear 
witness that there is no god but God, and that Muhammad 
is the Messenger of God, and to perform the prayers, 
to give the alms, to fast in Ramadan and to make the 
pilgrimage to the House [the Ka c ba in Mecca] if you are 
able”. The man said, “You have spoken truthfully”. We 
were amazed at him for asking the Prophet 0 a question 
and then saying that he had spoken truthfully. Then he 
said, “Then tell me about Iman” . The Messenger 0 said, 
“Iman is to believe in God, His Angels, His Books, His 


by the two most famous scholars of hadith traditions: Imam Muhammad 
b. IsmaTl al-Bukharl, and Imam Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Nlshaburl. Ed. 
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Messengers, and the Last Day and to believe in Divine 
destiny, both its good and evil”. He said, “You have 
spoken truthfully”. Then he said, “Tell me about Ihsdn” . 

The Messenger 0 said, “It is to worship God as though 
you see Him, and if you don’t see Him, know that He sees 
you”. He said, “So tell me about the Final Hour”. The 
Messenger 0 said, “The one asked about it knows no 
better than the one asking”. He said, “So tell me about 
its signs”. The Messenger 0 said, “That the slave-girl 
will give birth to her mistress and that you will see the 
barefooted, naked and destitute herdsmen competing in 
the construction of tall buildings”. Then the man left and 
I stayed for a time. The Prophet 0 then said, “O c Umar! 

Do you know who the questioner was?” I said, “God and 
His Messenger know best”. He 0 said, “It was Gabriel, 
who came to you to teach you your religion”.’ 1 

Replying to Angel Gabriel’s question about Islam, the Prophet 
0 described the basic practices of Islam; when asked about Iman, 
he described the basic tenets of belief in the din; and when asked 
about Ihsdn, he described the inner states of the heart and the 
spiritual experiences pertaining to the din , which bring about the 
purification of the inner self, spiritual elevation and stability and 
strength in character and personality. 

The details of these three levels of the din have been elucidated 
in a number of hadith reports. Similarly, God Most High revealed 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitdb al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘On Gabriel’s Asking the Prophet 0 about Iman, Islam, Ihsan and 
Knowledge of the Final Hour’, 1:27 §50; Muslim in Kitdb al-Iman [The 
Book of Faith], chapter: ‘The Explanation of Iman, Islam and Ihsan’, 1:36 
§8-9; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitdb al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: 
‘What Has Come to Us Regarding Jibrll’s Description of Faith and Islam to 
the Prophet 0 ’, 5:6 §2601; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitdb al-Sunna [The 
Book of the Sunna], chapter: ‘On the Divine Decree’, 4:222 §4695; al- 
Nasa’I in al-Sunan: Kitdb al-Iman wa shara’i'uhu [The Book of Faith and 
its Revealed Laws], chapter: ‘The Description of Islam’, 8:97 §4990; and 
Ibn Majah in the introduction to al-Sunan, section: ‘Concerning Faith’, 
1:24 §63. 
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details about these levels on different occasions in the Qur’an. As 
for the first level, God says: 

k --'="f 9 3j cd*S'> 

‘Today I have perfected your din for you, and have 
completed My Blessing upon you, and have chosen for 
you Islam as a din’. 1 * 

Regarding the second level, God says: 

UJj IJljS (j^3 Wfe ‘r J | 

jjip ilii l)[ ll~3i djijj ajLlt IjaJaJ tJlj 

‘The Bedouins say, “We have believed”. Say, “You have 
not believed. Rather say, ‘We have accepted Islam’, for 
true belief has not yet entered your hearts ”.’ i 

And regarding the third level, God says: 

\l~p- SJu> 3*3 ^ i^j 

‘And with regard to din, who can be better than he who 
submits his whole being entirely to God while he also 
observes spiritual excellence f” 3 

Elsewhere in the Qur’an, God Most High mentions these three 
levels together. He says: 

Ijiolsj U lil \j0a1p U-S \jifi\f. jjA J t ,_glp ^3*41^ 

<dJtj Ijijl ,*j Ijzatsj Ijijl 

‘There is no sin on those who believe [have Iman\ and 
do righteous deeds with regard to what they have eaten 
[of the unlawful things before the prohibitions came], 


1 Qur’an 5:3. 

z Ibid., 49:14. 

3 Ibid., 4:12.5. 
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so long as they observed piety and possessed firm faith 
and practised pious deeds consistently, and later, [after 
the revelation of the prohibitions] they desisted from 
[unlawful things] and believed [with certainty regarding 
their unlawfulness], became people of piety and [finally] 
rose to the station of those of spiritual excellence [ Ihsan ]. 

And God loves those who observe spiritual excellence" A 

If we consider the general meaning of the word Islam, we see 
that it refers to the dm as a whole; however, if we reflect on a 
particular meaning of the word, we see that it denotes the basic — 
although significant — practices known as the ‘pillars of Islam’. It 
is these pillars that shape the Muslim’s individual and collective 
life into a practical mould. In the same way, the teachings of the 
religion that pertain to actions and commands fall under Islam. 
However, the teachings that pertain to beliefs and doctrine fall 
under Iman. They describe the theological aspect of human life. 
Consequently, the teachings of Islam bless us with lofty inner 
feelings of connection to God, and the spiritual states of heart 
converge on the third level of dm, Ihsan. These teachings purify 
Muslims morally and spiritually. The mu'miri’s heart and inner 
self is developed and elevated, which is the main objective of Islam 
and Iman. 

Let us now discuss these three levels, one by one, and explain 
their literal and lexical meanings. This will, in turn, demonstrate 
that these three levels imply peace, security and protection. 

1.3 On the Literal Meaning of the Word Islam 

The word Islam is derived from the root words salima, yaslamu, 
salaman and salamatan, as well as other variations. God says: 

‘O believers! Enter Islam ( Ar. silm) perfectly and wholly". z 


1 Ibid., 5:93. 
z Ibid., 2:208. 
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The famous philologist, Abu c Amr al-Shaybanl, interpreted the 
word silm as Islam. 

The Prophet said, 

.saij <ouJ 

‘The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand the 
Muslims are safe ’. 1 

Embracing Islam, therefore, means to enter the door of peace 
and protection, until people become safe from his harm and evil. 
According to Abu Mansur Muhammad al-Azharl, Abu Ishaq al- 
Zujaj narrated from Muhammad b. Yazld in Tahdhib al-lugha 
who interpreted the Qur’anic verse, 

ijs- cjz 

‘Say, “Peace be upon you!” Your Lord has made Mercy 
incumbent upon Himself ’. 2 

In Arabic, the word salam has four meanings. Firstly, salam is 
the verbal noun of salima (to be free of blemish). Secondly, it is 
the plural form of salama (safety and security). Thirdly, it is one 
of the beautiful names of Almighty God (al-Salam, the Flawless). 
And fourthly, it is a tree which is shady and evergreen. 

According to al-Zuj aj, salam comes from sallama, which denotes 
supplication for man to remain safe and secure from hardships 
and troubles. It implies deliverance from miseries and disasters . 3 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘The Muslim is He from Whose Tongue and Hand the Muslims 
Are Safe’, 1:13 §10; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of 
Faith], chapter: ‘Explaining the Ranks of Virtue within Islam and which of 
its Affairs are Most Virtuous’, 1:65 §41; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al- 
Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the 
Fact That the Muslim is He from Whose Tongue and Hand the Muslims 
Are Safe’, 5:17 §1627; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:440 §15673; 
and Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 1:406 §180. 

z Qur’an 6:54. 

3 Muhammad Al-Azharl, Tahdhib al-lugha, 4:292. 
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Paradise has also been named the Abode of Peace (Dar al- 
Salam) because it will be free from death and extinction. No one 
dwelling in it will be in danger or exposed to any malady. It will 
be a home exclusively permeated with calmness and tranquillity, 
pleasure and protection, peace and security. No fear, grief, pain or 
remorse will touch any of its inhabitants. God says, 

X* jli 

‘For them is the home of peace and security with their 
Lord’d 

God also says, 

/i J\ ijpl illTj) 

‘And God calls towards the Abode of Peace ’. 2 

Dar al-Salam means the abode of salama (safety and protection), 
because true safety will be available only in Paradise. It is blessed 
with permanence that will not face extinction. It provides honour 
that will not see any humiliation and its health has no decay. 
According to Imam al-Asfahanl, salam and salama denote freedom 
from all known and hidden troubles. God says, 

iih jfi 

‘ But he alone [will enter Paradise] who appears before 
God with a sound [ salim ] heart [protected from evils]’. 3 

The sound heart is a heart free of tyranny and violence. Security, 
therefore, is related to the inner self. When God says regarding the 
heifer in the story of the Children of Israel, 

‘ Sound without any blemish’ , 4 

1 Qur’an 6:127. 

2 Ibid., 10:25. 

3 Ibid., 26:89. 

4 Ibid., 2:71. 
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the soundness implied is physical and external. In other verses, 
peace, security and protection have been mentioned: 

ill' 

‘ But God saved [ sallam ]’; z 

‘ Enter them with peace [bi salam ] and security ’; z 
l{ ilia Jajst}? 

‘Ge/ down [from the Ark] with peace [bi salam ] and 
blessings from Us’; 1 * 3 

Jil iiljlis j ilil <U 

‘By this God guides those who seek His pleasure to the 
paths of peace [subul al-salam ]’; 4 

‘ When the ignorant people say to them something 
[with bad words] they reply back with mild words and 
gentleness [ salaman ]’; 5 

46 o* VP 

“‘Peace [be upon you]/” This greeting will be conveyed 
[to them] from the Ever-Merciful Lord’; 6 

U; pL*} 

‘Peace be upon you as a reward for your patience’. 7 

1 Ibid., 8:43. 

z Ibid., 15:46. 

3 Ibid., 11:48. 

4 Ibid., 5:16. 

5 Ibid., 15:63. 

6 Ibid., 36:58. 

7 Ibid., 13:14. 
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These verses provide the proof for the first lexical meaning of 
Islam. They also illustrate that every noun or verb derived from 
Islam, and every derivative or word conjugated from it, essentially 
denotes peace, protection, security and safety. 

God Most High has also mentioned al-Salam as one of His 
beautiful names, for He is flawless and free of any shortcoming. 
Due to its being one of God’s beautiful names, this word reflects 
all the shades of peace, beauty, betterment and goodness. It totally 
negates all forms of mischief and strife as well. For this reason, 
the salutation of peace is a distinctive greeting between Muslims, 
which identifies them as such. Whenever two Muslims meet, they 
invoke peace on each other, wish security and safety and deliver 
the message of calmness and tranquillity. They also wish each 
other protection from every evil, mischief, violence and strife. The 
ritual prayer performed by Muslims is completed by turning the 
face right and left, invoking peace on all the Muslims. 

Furthermore, a green tree is another meaning of the word Islam. 
The two famous Arabic lexicons, Lisan al- c Arab and Tahdhtb al- 
lugha, quote the saying of Imam Abu Hanlfa: 

.J^SA-1 IJjl JAj jA 

‘ Al-Salam is a magnificent evergreen tree’. 1 

The Imams of the Arabic lexicons maintain that calling an 
evergreen tree al-salam is based on the linguistic meaning of the 
word. It is a tree safe from decay and the vicissitudes of autumn, 
so it is called al-salam. According to Ibn BarrI, this tree is called 
salm and salam is its plural form. It is so named because it is 
evergreen and shady. This implies that everything providing shade, 
benefit, peace and security will be conceived as silm, salm and 
salam. Moreover, a ladder is called sullam in Arabic. According 
to al-Zujaj, 

.Jjy dJU-L»o uld 

‘A ladder is called sullam, because it takes one safe and 


1 Ibn Manzur al-Afriqi, Lisan al-'Arab, 12:297. 
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sound wherever one wants to climb ’. 1 * 

All other methods of climbing without a ladder or staircase, 
like jumping, would end up in some fall, injury or even loss of 
life. However, by taking a ladder to climb, one becomes safe and 
protected from threats and dangers. As it provides safety and 
protection, a ladder is called sullam in Arabic. There is a mention 
of a ladder in the Qur’an as well: 

uli 

‘[They should seek] some ladder [climbing up] to heaven’ A 

According to Ibn Manzur, the author of Lisan al- c Arab, 

a a jjaji ja 

‘Al-Sullam means a large bucket ’. 3 

A bucket is a means of fetching water from a well, and before 
the advent of machines, people would draw water from wells 
by means of buckets. But why is a bucket called al-sullam? It is 
because people quench their thirst by drawing water with its help. 
The needy fetch water and take it home to store for use. In the old 
days, people used it for water required for ablution and bathing. 
Due to its usefulness and life-giving utility, it has been given the 
name al-sullam. Water is the fountainhead of life, irrigation, 
coolness, calm, pleasantness, vegetation and greenery. The means 
of fetching it, therefore, is called al-sullam because it is a means 
of peace and survival. 

The lexical and literal meanings of the word Islam illustrate 
that it inherently means peace, security, protection, safety and 
safeguard. In other words, Islam implies safety from violence 
and killing and also means protection and security. There is no 
room in Islam for strife, mass murder, destruction, anarchy and 
chaos. That is why all its aspects negate extremism and terrorism. 

1 Ibid., iz:z99. 

z Qur’an 6:35. 

3 Ibn Manzur al-Afrlql, Lisan al-'Arab, iz:zoi. 
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Consequently, it guarantees prosperity, betterment, positive 
progress, peace, security, protection and development. Therefore, 
a person exhibiting conduct contrary to the basic meaning of the 
word Islam has no link at all with dm. 

In addition to the Qur’anic verses, there are prophetic traditions 
that emphasize the lexical meaning of Islam. c Abd Allah b. c Amr b. 
al-‘As $$ reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

.tJjj <ouJ h jjil— iT 

‘The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand the 
Muslims are safe’. 1 

Abu Musa al-Ash c arI also said, ‘I asked the Prophet 0, 
“What kind of [person’s] Islam is best?” He said, 

.sJjj <UUJ 

“The one from whose tongue and hand the Muslims are 
safe!”.’ z 

Through the reply of the Prophet 0 in this hadith, he has 
removed the objection of some people, who question, ‘Whose 
Islam should we accept and whose Islam should we reject?’ He 0 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘The Muslim is He from Whose Tongue and Hand the Muslims 
Are Safe’, 1:13 §10; Muslim in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-hnan [The Book of 
Faith], chapter: ‘Explaining the Ranks of Virtue within Islam and which of 
its Affairs are Most Virtuous’, 1:65 §41; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al- 
Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the 
Fact That the Muslim is He from Whose Tongue and Hand the Muslims 
Are Safe’, 5:17 §2627; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:440 §15673; 
and Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 1:406 §180. 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘The Muslim is He from Whose Tongue and Hand the Muslims 
Are Safe’, 1:13 §10; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of 
Faith], chapter: ‘Explaining the Ranks of Virtue within Islam and which of 
its Affairs are Most Virtuous’, 1:65 §41; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
3:372 §15037, 2:112 §16027; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahth, 11:579 § 5 r 76 ; Ibn 
Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 8:320 §26497; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 
1:55 §26; and c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 11:127 §20107. 
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provided a crystal clear vision of Islam and said that the best Islam 
is of those from whose hands and tongues all humans are safe. 
They uphold the banner of peaceful coexistence, love, tolerance, 
moderation, forbearance and interfaith harmony. Conversely, 
if someone becomes an extremist and adopts hatred, prejudice, 
disunity, chaos and coercion, and kills peaceful citizens as a means 
to preach and enforce din, his claim to be a Muslim cannot be 
accepted — even if he appears outwardly as a devout worshipper — 
because the basic criterion given by the Prophet Jl to judge true 
Islam is peace and security. 

c Abd Allah b. 'Umar said, ‘A man asked the Messenger of 
God J|, “What kind of Islam is best?” The Prophet J| replied, 

P lT°J feUaS 

“That you serve food and give the salutation of peace to 
the one whom you know and the one whom you do not 
know”.’ 1 

According to Jabir the Messenger of God Jl said, 

.SjjJ 4jL»J jlwjill £j*Si 

‘The most complete of the believers is he from whose 
tongue and hand the Muslims are safe’. 2 

According to Ibn 'Umar ^ the Messenger of God J| said, 

^3 <Ult tils' 4^1 ^3 tilS* 4,411a 1 ja-t 

objS' jfi SjJS' 4 4P 4&1 SjJS' t4x£-l?- 

.*UUa!i 4)ll ajjtw Ull~» j 4u>i 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-lman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘Serving Food is a Part of Islam’, 1:13 §iz, and in chapter: 
‘Spreading Salutations of Peace is from Islam’, 1:19 §z8; Muslim in al- 
Sahih: Kitab al-lman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘Explaining the Ranks 
of Virtue within Islam and which of its Affairs Entail Half of It’, 1:65 §39. 

2 Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:54 §Z3; and Ibn Hibban in 
al-Sahih, 1:4x6 §197. 
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‘The Muslim is the brother of his fellow Muslim. He 
does not wrong him or leave him helpless. Whoever 
attends to his brother’s need, God will attend to his 
need. If someone relieves a Muslim of a distress in the 
world, God will relieve him of one of the distresses of 
the Day of Resurrection. And if someone covers the fault 
of a Muslim, God will cover his faults on the Day of 
Resurrection’. 1 

According to Abu Hurayra the Messenger of God 0 said, 

UaIa tiidstu c 4, alb , 1 yt-\ 

SlAi ji£u <1)1 jdS\ Jji 4j»U<S 

tiiUj tiii 

‘The Muslim is the brother of a fellow Muslim; he does 
not wrong him, abandon him or look down upon him. 
Piety [taqwa] is right here [and the Prophet 0 pointed to 
his blessed chest thrice]. It is evil enough for a Muslim 
to look down upon his brother Muslim. The Muslim’s 
blood, property and honour are forbidden for the other 
Muslim’. 1 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-mazalim [The Book of 
Wrongdoings], chapter: ‘The Muslim Does Not Wrong or Forsake a Fellow 
Muslim’, 2:862 §2310; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al- 
adab [The Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘On 
the Prohibition of Oppression’, 4:1996 §2580; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : 
Kitab al-hudud [The Book of Prescribed Punishments], chapter: ‘What Has 
Come to Us Concerning the Hiding of a Muslim’s Faults’, 4:34 §1426; 
and Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good Manners], 
chapter: ‘On Brotherhood’, 4:273 §4893. 

z Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-Birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: The Prohibition 
of Wronging a Muslim or Deserting Flim, Despising Flim, Flis Goods, Flis 
Blood and Flis Wealth, 4:1986 §2564; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
2:277 §7713; c Abd b. Humayd in al-Musnad, 1:420 §1442; and al-Bayhaql 
in al-Sunan al-Kubra, 6:92 §11276, and in Shu‘ab al-Iman, 5:280 §6660. 
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According to c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud <$, the Prophet 0 said, 

■ J& dli&J l—JlGl 

‘Reviling a Muslim is immorality, and fighting him is 
disbelief’. 1 

According to this hadith, using foul words and abusive language 
against someone is corruption, and fighting and killing amounts to 
disbelief; how worse it would be to take up arms and kill civilians? 

1.4 Islam Means Safety for All of Humanity 

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

.sJjj <UUJ 

‘The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand all people 
are safe’. z 

Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal narrated in his Musnad from c Abd Allah 
b. ‘Amr b. al- c As who reported that a man said, ‘O Messenger 
of God! What [person’s] Islam is best?’ The Prophet 0 replied, 

.oJjj 4jUJ Jfi j* 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘On the Muslim’s Fear That His Deeds Might be in Vain, Without 
His Being Aware’, 1:27 §48; Muslim in al-Sahth: Kitab al-Iman [The Book 
of Faith], chapter: ‘Explanation of the Prophet’s Saying 0 , “Reviling 
A Muslim is Immorality and Fighting Him is Disbelief’”, 1:81 §64; al- 
Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Birr wa al-sila [The Book of Piety and Filial 
Duty], chapter 52, 4:353 §1983; al-NasaT in al-Sunan: Kitab tahnm ai- 
dant [The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘On Fighting A 
Muslim’, 7:121 §4105; and Ibn Majah in the introduction to his al-Sunan, 
section: ‘On Faith’, 1:27 §69. 

z Narrated by al-NasaT in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Iman wa shara’i c uhu [The 
Book of Faith and its Revealed Laws], chapter: ‘The Quality of the True 
Believer’, 8:104 §4995, and in his al-Sunan al-kubra, 6:530 §11726; Ibn 
Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: 
‘The Sanctity of a Believer’s Blood and Property’, 2:1298 §3934; and 
Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:379 §8918. 
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‘The one from whose tongue and hand all people are 
safe’. 1 * 

Imam al-Tabaranl has also narrated from c Abd Allah b. c Amr 
who said that a man asked the Prophet Jfe, ‘O Messenger of God! 
Whose Islam is best?’ The Prophet Jl replied, 

AjLJ ja pL> 

‘The one from whose tongue and hand all people are 
safe’. z 

Using the word ‘ al-nas ’ in some of these hadith reports, the 
Prophet 0 indicated that a Muslim or mu'min is the one from 
whom everyone’s life and property are safe and secure — without 
any discrimination based on faith and creed. Therefore, a person 
who does not consider human dignity worth any regard, and treads 
the path of violence, bloodshed and strife, cannot be a mu'min, 
despite his devout worship and pious efforts. If someone keeps a 
beard and glorifies God day and night, offers prayers five times a 
day, keeps fasts, observes night vigil prayers, performs Hajj and 
visitation every year in addition to his preaching — yet despite all 
that, the lives and properties of others are unsafe and insecure 
from him, none of his deeds will save him from the torment of 
God. True prosperity depends on a heart protected from mischief 
and tyranny, 3 not solely on outward acts of worship. The Prophet 
H said, 

fSyjAi J\ ’JeZi ^ 01 

‘God does not observe your forms and your properties, 
but He does observe your hearts and your deeds’. 4 


1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad , 1:187 §6753. 

z Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-awsat, 3:2.87 §3170. 

3 Qur’an 26:89. 

4 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Prohibition 
of Wronging a Muslim, Deserting Him, Scorning Him, Shedding His Blood 
and Assaulting His Honour and Property’, 4:1987 §2564; and Ahmad b. 
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If the inner self does not undergo any change and remains 
brutal, one cannot deceive God by adorning oneself with the 
outward trappings of piety and goodness. 

i . 5 On the Literal Meaning of the Word ImAn 

According to al-Lihiyanl, the word Tman is derived from amina, 
ya'manu, amnan and amanan , amanatan and amanatan. This word 
also indicates peace and protection. Abu Mansur Muhammad al- 
Azharl quoted Abu Zayd in Tahdhib al-lugba : ‘So-and-so provided 
shelter [amana] to the enemy, so the enemy felt safe \amina\, and 
is thus protected [mu' man]' d 

This is Tman , or the providing of safety. When an enemy has 
been provided with protection, he will be called mu'man [passive 
participle], while the provider of shelter will be called mu'min 
[active participle]. Similarly, the Qur’an has taken an oath by 
Mecca calling it 'the city of peace'. 2 ' In it, the word amm has been 
used to imply ma'mun (the object of safety). 

Peace is the opposite of fear. Al-Amln is also one of the beautiful 
names of God, as reported by the exegete al-Mujahid, while al- 
Mu’min is one of His beautiful names mentioned in the Qur’an. 
Both, however, mean the same thing: the One Who provides 
shelter to His friends. The Qur’an says, 

‘So they should worship the Lord of this Sacred House 
[the Ka c ba], Who has fed them in hunger and secured 
them from fear'd 

Iman and amana are transitive as well as intransitive. Mu'min, 
therefore, has two meanings: the one who attains peace and the 
provider of peace. The sanctuary of Mecca has been mentioned in 
the Qur’an: 

Hanbal in al-Musnad, z:z$ 8 . 

1 Ibn Manzur al-Afrlql, Lisan al-'Arab, 13:21. 
z Qur’an 95:3. 

3 Ibid., 106:3-4. 
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Wf- ui*£- dl \)jj ^Jjl^ 

‘A«d /7<3t/e f^ey not seen that We have made the Sanctuary 
[of the Ka c ba] a safe haven j” 1 

It also says about the Sacred House of God, 

ASlAl c«~J' ilj) 

‘ And [remember] when We made this House [the Ka c ba] 
a central place for mankind to turn to [and assemble] and 
a sanctuary for peace" . 2 

Abu Ishaq al-Zujaj ruled that the words amin, amin and amin 
all share the same meaning. The stars have been called amana in 
the prophetic traditions, implying that they are the security of the 
heavens. When they collide, the Day of Resurrection will begin 
and the universe will perish. The Prophet H said, 

.As-y U lUUl Ills tjUUl Sl»l 

‘The stars are the source of security for the heavens, and 
when they go the heavens will receive what has been 
promised it’. 

Similarly, the Messenger of God called himself the security of 
his Companions: 

.djAfiy U ^1 C-— JO litS 51»l Ul 

‘I am the source of security for my Companions. When I 
[physically] leave the world that which was promised them 
[disruptions, rebellions and hostilities] will come’. 

That is exactly what happened and, consequently, the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs and thousands of other Companions were 
martyred. Then the Prophet said, 

, 5 j AS-y U ^1 ^1 yAsdpS Iit 9 Al*l 


1 Ibid., 19:67. 

2 Ibid., 1:115. 
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‘My Companions are a source of security for my Umma. 
When they leave my Umma will receive what was 
promised it’. 1 

That is how the word amana has been used to denote peace and 
protection. This word and all its derivatives relate to peace and 
protection. That is why if someone acts contrary to the way of 
peace and security and spreads terror, he has no link with Iman. 

This linguistic analysis of the meanings of Islam and Iman 
fully reveals that both levels of din demand peace, protection 
and security in every matter. Whatever action is performed to 
destroy peace — under any slogan, and with whatever justification 
fabricated to prove it valid — cannot be in the fold of either Islam 
or Iman ; rather, it will be in conflict with them. That is why the 
Prophet HI declared Iman conditional upon peace, protection and 
security. 

The beloved Messenger of God HI blessed the Umma with 
countless exhortations and instructions drawn from the linguistic 
reality of Iman, so that all Muslims become embodiments of love 
and affection, tolerance and forbearance, human dignity and mercy 
and clemency. If these instructions are applied, society entire will 
become a haven of peace and calmness, security and protection, 
ease and comfort. 

Jabir ^ reported that the Messenger of God HI said, 

,9JjJ <0UJ 

‘The most complete of the believers is he from whose 
tongue and whose hand the Muslims are safe’. 1 

Abu Musa al-Ash c arI reported that the Messenger of God HI 
said, 

jIj Usxj Ajaki JJtJ .OUliSlS” jfiy * ij 


1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:398 §19584. 
z Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:54 §23 and Ibn Hibban in al- 
Sahih, 1:426 §197. 
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‘The believer is to another believer like an edifice, each 
part of it strengthens the other’, and he interlaced his 
fingers to illustrate this. 1 

Al-Nu c man b. al-Bashlr reported that the Messenger of God 
said, 

.^Aiij jigiJb ax^Ji JJUj <d ^lii 

‘In their mutual love, mercy and compassion, the true 
believers are like the physical body. If one of its organs is 
afflicted with pain, the rest of the body rallies to it with 
sleeplessness and fever’. 2 

According to Abu Hurayra the Messenger of God JJ, said, 

■ p ip' - !}. (*^TJ UUji j^jiJi 

‘The most complete of the believers in faith is the finest 
of them in moral character, and the best of you are those 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-mazalim [The Book of 
Oppression], chapter: ‘Assisting the Oppressed’, 2:863 §2-314; Muslim in 
al-Sahih : Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The Book of Piety, Filial Duty 
and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Mutual Compassion of the Muslims, 
Their Mutual Affection and Their Mutual Support’, 4:1999 §2585; al- 
Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila [The Book of Piety and 
Filial Duty], chapter: ‘What Has Been Reported Concerning the Muslim’s 
Compassion for a fellow Muslim’, 4:325 §1928; and al-Nasa’I in al- 
Sunan: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The Remuneration 
of the Treasurer When He Gives Charitable Donations with His Master’s 
Permission’, 5:79 §2560. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘Compassion for People and Their Livestock’, 5:2238 
§5665; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Mutual 
Compassion of the Muslims, Their Mutual Affection and Their Mutual 
Support’, 4:1999 §2586; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:270; al-Bazzar 
in al-Musnad, 8:238 §3299; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 3:353 
§6223, and Sbu c ab al-Iman, 6:481 §8985. 
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who are the kindest towards your womenfolk’. 1 
c Abd Allah reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

• Vj o Vj dlalil Vj dlaklb 

‘The true believer is not a defamer or curser or one given 
to vulgarities and obscenities’. 2 

c Abd Allah b. ‘Umar said, ‘I saw the Messenger of God 0 
circumambulating around the Ka c ba and addressing it, saying, 

^Japi j i«5viiapt U C-Jalj i«5wist U 

V] <u jlai t)lj t<coj dU &°f- <&! alp ^Japl 

“How excellent you are and how sweet your smell is! 

How grand you are and how grand your sacredness is! 

By the One in Whose Hand is Muhammad’s soul, the 
inviolability of a believer’s property and blood is greater 
in the sight of God than your sacredness. We must think 
only well of a believer”.’ 3 

Anas b. Malik ^ reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

Cpt’j lil tJJ?U ^ aIjsp Upaj C~sp lii jfi :c)UjV' jV^-l lyi 

,<d j *. 13 U JsUjJ jdi lil jfij tjp- jfi 

1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-rada c a [The Book of 
Suckling], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About the Wife’s Right upon 
Her Husband’, 3:466 §1162; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:472 
§10110; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahth, 2:227 §479; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 
1:43 §2; al-Dariml in al-Sunan, 2:41 5 §2792; and AbuYaTa in al-Musnad, 
7:237 §4240. 

2 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila [The Book 
of Piety and Filial Duty], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About Cursing’, 
4:350 §1977; al-Bukharl in al-Adab al-mufrad, p. 116 §312 and 332; Ibn 
Hibban in al-Sahih, 1:421 §192; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:57 §29. 

3 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of 
Tribulations], chapter: ‘The Inviolability of a Believer’s Blood and 
Property’, 2:1297 §3932; al-Tabaranl in Musnad al-Shamiyyin, 2:396 
§1568; and al-Mundhlrl in al-Targhlb wa al-tarhib, 3:201 §3679. 
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‘There are three characteristics of faith: if someone is 
angry, his anger does not lead him to commit an evil act; 
if someone is pleased, his pleasure does not cause him 
to depart from the truth; and if someone is powerful, he 
does not engage in that which is not his right ’. 1 

1.6 ImAn Means Safety for All of Humanity 

Imam al-NasaY and Ahmad b. Hanbal reported from Abu Hurayra 
that the Messenger of God said, 

‘The true believer [mii‘min\ is he whom people trust with 
regard to their blood and their properties ’. 2 

Fudala b. TJbayd ^ reported that the Messenger of God Jt said 
during his Farewell Pilgrimage, 

‘The true believer [mu’min] is he whom people trust with 
regard to their lives and their properties ’. 3 

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of God Jl said, 

,c~»-sd jl 0*5 

‘He who believes in God and the Last Day, let him 

1 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-saghlr, 1:114 §164; al-Daylaml 
in al-Firdaws bi ma'thur al-khitab, 1:87 §14 66 ; Ibn Rajab in Jami c al- 
c ulum wa al-hikam , 1:148; and al-Haythaml in Majma c al-zawa’id, 1:59. 

2 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab al-Iman iva shara’i c uhu [The 
Book of Faith and its Revealed Laws], chapter: ‘The Quality of the True 
Believer’, 8:104 §4995; and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:379 §8918. 

3 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of 
Tribulations], chapter: ‘The Sanctity of the Believer’s Blood and Property’, 
1:1198 §3934; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad , 6:11 §14004; al-Hakim 
in al-Mustadrak, 1:54 §14; and al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-awsat, 1:81 
§ 2 ' 31 - 
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abstain from harming his neighbour; he who believes in 
God and the Last Day, let him honour his guest; and he 
who believes in God and the Last Day, let him say that 
which is good, or remain silent ’. 1 

Abu Shurayh reported that the Prophet said, 

.fcji y ii'j ijiji i ii'j i iiij 

‘By God, he does not truly believe! By God, he does not 
truly believe! By God, he does not truly believe!’ 

Someone asked, ‘Who, O Messenger of God?’ He said: 

‘He whose neighbour is not safe from his hurtful 
behaviour’. z 

This concept is also validated by the hadith. 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘If Someone Believes in God and the Last Day, He 
Must Not Harm His Neighbour’, 5:2240 §5672, and Kitab al-adab [The 
Book of Good Manners], chapter: ‘Honouring the Guest and Serving 
Him Personally’, 5:2273 §5785, and Kitab al-riqaq [The Book of Heart- 
softening Narrations], chapter: ‘Safeguarding the Tongue’, 5:2376 §6110; 
Muslim in al-Sahth: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘Urging 
Piety for the Neighbour and the Guest, and the Necessity of Maintaining 
Silence Except when Having Something Good to Say’, 1:6968 §§47-48; al- 
Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Manners], chapter 50, 
4:659 §2500; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-Adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘The Rightful Due to the Neighbour’, 4:339 §5154; 
and Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good Manners], 
chapter: ‘The Right Due to the Neighbour’, 2:1211 §3672. 
z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘The Sin of Someone Whose Neighbour is Not Safe 
from His Mischief’, 5:2240 §5670; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman 
[The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘Explanation of the Prohibition of Harming 
the Neighbour’, 1:68 §46; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:53 §21; and al- 
Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-kablr, 22:187 §487. 
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‘He who is untrustworthy has no faith’. 1 * 

For that reason, when someone asked the Messenger of God 0, 
‘Who is a believer?’ he replied, 

‘[The believer is he] whom people trust with their property 
and their persons’/ 

This is the lowest level denoted by the word Iman. The Prophet 0 
made it a precondition for one to attain good character: 

. jAir sjlirj oU ^ I U 

‘If someone spends the night satiated while his neighbour 
is hungry, he has not believed in me’. 3 

1.7 On the Literal Meaning of the Word IhsAn 

The word Ihsan is the verbal noun of the trilateral verb 
hasana/hasuna, yahsunu, husnan. It means beauty, balance, 
betterment, benevolence, piety and goodness. It is the opposite 
of ugliness and evil, sin and vice and bad deeds. The antonym of 
Ihsan is isWa, which means the same thing as ugliness. 

In Tahdhib al-lugha Imam Abu Mansur Muhammad al-Azharl 
quoted the saying of al-Layth al-Shaybanl regarding the basic 
meaning of Ihsan. Regarding the verse: 


1 Narrated by Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 1:421 §194; Ibn Khuzayma in al- 
Sahih, 4:51; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 4:97; Ibn Abl Shayba in al- 
Musannaf, 6:159; and al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-kabir, 8:195. 

z Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of 
Tribulations], chapter: ‘The Inviolability of a Believer’s Blood and 
Property’, z:iz98 §3934 and recorded by Ibn Manzur al-Afrlql in Lisan 
al- c Arab, 13^4. 

3 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-kabir, 1:2.59 §751; and al- 
Hakim in al-Mustadrak, z:i5. 
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‘And speak with goodness [ husnan \ to people’, 1 * 3 

Al-Layth said that it means to say good and pleasant words to 
others. Al-Zujaj also maintained that it is to talk to people in 
a nice manner and possess beauty, goodness and benevolence, 
because hasin has been derived from hasuna, as c < a%Tm is from 
c azuma and kanm is from karuma. Al-Mundhirl reported from 
Abu al-Haytham that the words husnan and hasanan both imply 
a beautiful thing. It points to beauty in everything, whether in 
utterance or action, moral acts or general behaviour. The divine 
command is to be nice and refined not only in conversation but 
in general behaviour. One must interact with others cordially, 
piously, and with a sentiment of well-wishing, goodness and 
beauty. 

This word has also been employed as a command for benevolent 
and beautiful behaviour with parents. God Most High says, 

‘ And We have enjoined man to behave benevolently with 
his parents’. x 

The intention of this divine decree is to teach us that we should 
speak nicely to our parents, treat them with refined conduct and 
behave with them in every matter with beauty, kindness, good 
manners, love and affection, and that under no circumstances 
should we be harsh with them. This entire manner of behaviour 
and conduct is called Ihsan. The Qur’an has further made it easy: 

‘And they repel evil by means of good’ A 

The mu’min and muhsin repel evil with good, and vice with 
virtue. They respond to what is painful with pleasant behaviour. 
Similarly, the Qur’an has mentioned another divine principle: 

1 Qur’an 2:83. 

z Ibid., 29:8. 

3 Ibid., 13:22. 
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‘'Surely, good actions remove the evil actions' d 

Spiritually, the impact of pious deeds is so strong that they 
eliminate evil deeds, and the acts of Ihsan defeat wrongs and 
render sins into nothingness. The Qur’an has further explained, 

‘ And good and evil cannot be equal ' . 1 2 

The message here is that a wrong action should not receive a 
wrong reaction. Muslims should respond to a vice with virtue. 
When they hear something bad, they should reply to it with 
something good and beautiful. A beautiful act or saying effaces 
the odious act or saying, and permeates the environment with love 
and cooperation. Evil leads to disunity and division, while good 
leads to unity and strength. Evil conduct and wrong-doing generate 
hatred, while good conduct and piety bring about goodness, 
benevolence, love and harmony. That is the truth of Ihsan. That 
is why God has ordained the Muslims to beg for 'hasana' in this 
world as well as in the Hereafter: 

O lap dij <d«d?- djaJt ^ Us!* 

‘O our Lord, grant us excellence [ hasana ] in this world, 
and excellence in the Hereafter, and save us from the 
torment of Hell '. 3 

One must realize that in this verse, the word hasana does not only 
imply good deeds and acts of worship — because it is not possible 
to perform meritorious acts in the Hereafter — hasana means Ihsan 
both here and Hereafter. In this Qur’anic supplication, goodness, 
benevolence, beauty and conduct based on Ihsan are requested. 
When we ask for ‘ hasana ' in this life, we beg for a peaceful life, 

1 Ibid., 11:114. 

z Ibid., 41:34. 

3 Ibid., 2:201. 
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free of every evil, mischief, wrong-doing and strife. And when 
we beg for ‘ hasana ’ in the Hereafter, we beg for Ihsan, which is 
superior to justice alone. 

The hasana in this world refers to goodness and betterment 
and protection from evil and pain, and hasana in the Hereafter 
signifies emancipation and deliverance from torment, hardships 
on the Last Day, reckoning and Hell. This meaning of hasana has 
been elaborated by Anas b. Malik’s saying, quoted by the Imams 
of Qur’anic exegesis, including Ibn Kathlr. Similarly, Imam al- 
Hasan al-Basrl, Abu Wa’il, al-Suddl, Ibn Zayd, Qatada, Muqatil, 
Sufyan al-Thawrl and Ibn Qutayba also maintain that hasana in 
this world connotes ‘knowledge, bounty, worship, expansion of 
sustenance and security and protection from every evil, mischief 
and disruption’. The hasana in the Hereafter implies ‘Paradise, 
forgiveness, and protection from torment and hardships’. In both 
cases, hasana means goodness, betterment, expansion, facility and 
protection. Deliverance is being implored from torment in both 
the worlds. This highlights the inherent meaning of goodness, and 
security that Ihsan conveys. 

Two modes of action have been described in the Qur’an: justice 
and Ihsan. God says, 


Jij JiU dJi 5 j) 


‘ Indeed , God enjoins justice and benevolence [towards 
everyone]’. 1 


According to Imam al-Raghib al-Asfahanl, justice means that 
whatever is obligatory for man to give should be given, and whatever 
he has the right to take, he should take. Ihsan, however, means 
to give more than is due and to take less than is one’s right. This 
conduct emphasizes benevolence when giving to others and taking 
from others. Ihsan is, therefore, a higher grade than justice. Justice 
is due compensation while Ihsan is added excellence. God says, 


' % i \ > Jj») 


1 Ibid., 16:90. 
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‘ And is the reward of good anything but good j” 1 

That is what has been ordained. Someone who gives to others 
more than their due demonstrates Ihsan, and God will reward him 
or her more than what is due. God says, 

‘For those who do pious works there is good recompense 
and more [added to it]’. 2 3 4 

The benevolent will be awarded Paradise and will also be 
awarded more than what is their due. The Qur’anic exegetes have 
further elaborated the meaning of ‘more’ [ziyada], and held that it 
implies the beholding of God’s Countenance. 

By revealing to us his beautiful name of al-Salam, God shows 
us the meaning of peace that is inherent in Islam, and by revealing 
to us His name al-Mu’min, He highlights the inherent sense of 
peace and protection found in the word Iman. And how beautiful 
it is that God, after revealing the concept of Ihsan , informed us 
that His names are all husna (beautiful)! He says, 

dlj) 

‘And to God alone belong the most beautiful names [al- 
asma’ al-husna]’ A 

The Qur’an orders us to exemplify Ihsan and benevolence and 
give others their rightful due. God says, 

4 \ 

‘And it should be paid in a graceful manner [bi ihsan]’ A 

God loves Ihsan and blesses the people of Ihsan with His 
companionship, saying, 

1 Ibid., 55:60. 

2 Ibid., io:z6. 

3 Ibid., 7:180. 

4 Ibid., 1:178. 
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Si) 

‘'Certainly, God is with the people o/Hhsan’. 1 
He declares His love for them, saying, 

{ L*k ail Si) 

‘ Certainly , God loves the people o)Ihsan’. z 

He pronounces His guarantee for the people of Ihsan that they 
will have His exclusive protection and divine shelter, and He 
declares them free of all blame, 

Sr? ^ 

‘ The people of Ihsan are not to be blamed ’ . 3 
God also says, 

4,y~?d i*j ^ ^ cr*^ 

‘And with regard to din, who is better than the one who 
submits his whole being entirely to God, while he also 
holds spiritual excellence ?’ A 

Certainly, those who conduct themselves benevolently are the 
people of excellence. According to the Qur’an, it was said to the 
Prophet Joseph 

Ul) 

‘ Surely , we see you one of the spiritually excellent 
[muhsinin]’ A 

According to Abu Mansur al-Azharl and Ibn Manzur, a 

1 Ibid., 19:69. 
z Ibid., 1:195. 

3 Ibid., 9:91. 

4 Ibid., 4:115. 

5 Ibid., 11:36. 
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beautiful green tree is called al-hasan, because it provides 
coolness and pleasant shade to people. Even the mere sight of 
it pleases hearts. Due to its trait of benevolence, it is named al- 
hasan. According to Abu Nasr al-Farabl al-Jawharl in al-Sihah, 
the moon is also known as al-hasin because its light shows the 
path to travellers, and the moonlit nights are a great source of 
soothing for those who are stricken with anxiety and concern. 
Moreover, the moon is a metaphor of light and light eliminates 
darkness. Ihsan is, therefore, light, guidance, calm and comfort. 
This is why Ihsan has been given the third and highest level in 
the religion. The zenith of Islam culminates in Iman and the apex 
of Iman is identified as Ihsan. The hadith of Gabriel sp verifies 
this hierarchy. Islam relates to verbal and physical obedience, 
while Iman is its internal aspect, comprising the verification of the 
inner self and its commitment and conviction; and Ihsan points to 
their spiritual fruition and inner states of divine love and beauty. 
Ihsan bestows upon us authenticity and sincerity which ensure 
protection from disaster and extinction. It is for this reason that 
the Qur’an regards Ihsan as a way out of disaster. God says, 

ill! jl ijiXj aIH J__~> IjAAilj^ 

‘And spend in the cause of God and do not cast 
yourselves into destruction with your own hands — and 
adopt spiritual excellence [Ihsan], Verily, God loves the 
spiritually excellent [muhsinin]’ A 

Ihsan is obligatory for everyone and in every matter, so much 
so that killing someone by torture, or even teasing an animal at the 
time of slaughter, are forbidden acts — as evidenced by the many 
prophetic traditions on this subject. Shaddad b. Aws reported 
that the Messenger of God Jl said, 

^£63 lilj tSXsill ljLJ-ti Js- CJt ill 5l 

1 Ibid., z:i95- 
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‘God has prescribed spiritual excellence in everything, so 
if you kill, do so with excellence, and if you sacrifice an 
animal, do so with excellence, and let one of you sharpen 
his blade, in order to set his sacrificial animal at rest 
[causing it the least discomfort]’. 1 

Abu Shurayh al-KhuzaT reported that the Messenger of God 
0 said, 

. 4 ) 1 ^- id jr *} I ^ J* 

‘Whoever believes in God and the Last Day, let him 
behave with excellence towards his neighbour’. z 

Abu Dharr reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

SilLit All' JjJ] 

‘Fear God wherever you may be, follow up a bad deed 
with a good deed and it will efface it, and deal with 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-sayd wa al-dhabaHh wa ma 
yu’kal min al-hayawan [The Book of Hunting, Sacrificing Animals and What 
Animals May be Eaten], chapter: ‘The Injunction to Perform the Slaughter 
and Cutting well, and to Sharpen the Cutting Blade’, 3:1548 §1955; al- 
Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood Money], chapter: 
‘What Has Come to Us About the Prohibition of Mutilation [muthla]’, 4:13 
§1409; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-dahaya [The Book of Sacrificial 
Animals], chapter: ‘The Prohibition of Keeping Animals Waiting, and 
the Injunction to Treat the Sacrificial Animals Gently’, 3:100 §1815; al- 
NasaT in al-Sunan : Kitab al-dahaya [The Book of Sacrificial Animals], 
chapter: ‘The Injunction to Sharpen the Cutting Blade’, 7:217 §4405; and 
Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-dahaya [The Book of Sacrificial Animals], 
chapter: ‘When You Slaughter, You Must Perform the Slaughter Well’, 
2:1058 §3170. 

z Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Honour the Neighbour and the Guest, 
and the Necessity of Maintaining Silence Except when Having Something 
Good to Say’, 1:69 §48; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book 
of Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Right Due of the Neighbour’, z:izii 
§367z; al-Dariml in al-Sunan, ZH34; and al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al- 
kabir, zz:i9z §501. 
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people with good character’. 1 2 

c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud reported, ‘A man said, “O Messenger of 
God! When shall I become spiritually excellent?” The Prophet 0 
replied, 

CJli 33] lilj CJli CJl JlS lil 

“If your neighbours say, ‘You are spiritually excellent’, 
you are spiritually excellent, and if they say, ‘You are an 
evildoer’, then you are an evildoer”!’ 2. 

Anas b. Malik reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

ds .°<0sh :Jli js%j 

^ 

‘When God assembles the first and the last, a herald will 
call out from a plain under the pedestals of the Heavenly 
Throne: “Where are the people of spiritual excellence 
[muhsinun] ? ”... A group of people will say, “We are the 
spiritually excellent!” God will say, “You have told the 
truth! I said to My Prophet: ‘The people o/Hhsan are not 
to be blamed ’. 3 So there is no cause of reproach against 
you. Enter the Garden of Paradise with My Mercy”!’ 

1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila [The Book 
of Piety and Filial Duty], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About Social 
Interaction’, 4:355 §1987; al-Dariml in al-Sunan, 2:415 §2791; Ahmad 
b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:153 §21392; Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 
5:211 §25324; al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 9:416 §4022; and al-Tabaranl in 
al-Mu c jam al-kabir, 20:144 §296. Abu ‘Isa [al-Tirmidhl] said, ‘This is a 
fine authentic tradition [hasan sahib]’ . 

2 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-zuhd [The Book of 
Renunciation], chapter: ‘On Goodly Mention’, 2:1411 §§4222-3; Ibn 
Hibban in al-Sahih, 2:284 §525; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:534 §r 399 ; 
and al-Bayhaql in Shu c ab al-Iman, 7:85 §1399. Al-Hakim said, ‘This is a 
rigorously authentic [sahib] tradition’. 

3 Qur’an 9 : 91 . 
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Anas & added, ‘Then, the Messenger of God 0 smiled and said, 

ail 

“Indeed, God will deliver them from the miseries and 
calamities of the Resurrection!”.’ 1 * 

Jabir ^ reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

‘Indeed, amongst the dearest of you to me, and those of 
you seated closest to me on the Day of Resurrection, are 
the finest of you in moral character’. z 

‘A’isha 0 reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

^ Colt <ui?- cyty* J' 

‘The believer will surely attain, by the excellence of his 
moral character, the degree of the one steadfast in prayers 
and fasting’. 3 

Ibn Mas c ud reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

CSt y.} ‘cr* $ J * & 

‘The Hellfire is forbidden for every mild-mannered and 


1 Narrated by Abu Nu‘aym in Kitab al-arba c in, p. ioo §51; and al-Munawi 
in Fayd al-Qadlr, 1:420 §4. 

z Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila [The Book 
of Piety and Filial Duty], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the 
Nobility of Lofty Character’, 4:370 §2.01 8; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
2:185 and 217 §§6735, 7035; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih , 2:235 §485; and al- 
Bayhaql in Shu c ab al-Iman , 6:234 §799. Abu ‘Isa [al-Tirmidhl] said, ‘This 
is a sound [hasan] tradition’. 

3 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘On Goodness of Character’, 4:252 §4798; Ahmad b. 
Hanbal in al-Musnad, 6:90 §24639; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 2:228 §480; 
al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:128 §199; and al-Bayhaql in Shu c ab al-Iman, 
6:236 §7997- 
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even-tempered person who is close to people’. 1 
‘A’isha % reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 

.aAS* ^ li 

‘O ‘A’isha, God is Gentle and Kind and He loves gentleness 
in everything’. 2 

In another narration she reported that he H said, 

.odA!' ^Js- *3 U Jijl' ( _ s k5uj d~?dj <jte?3 1* 

‘O ‘A’isha, God is Gentle and He loves gentleness. He 
bestows for the sake of gentleness what He does not 
bestow due to harshness’. 3 

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of God Jl said, 
lid 4 &I £}*! tilp : 4 jUial cslj 'its Jd'^d dli" 

.<up <0iil 4 Up 

‘There was a merchant who used to give people credit. 
When he saw someone in difficulty, he would say to his 
employees: “Make allowances for him, so that perhaps 
God will make allowances for us”. So as a result, God 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:415 §3938; Ibn Hibban 
in al-Sahih, z:zi5 §469; al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-kabir, io:z3i 
§io56z; Abu YaTa in al-Musnad, 8:467 §5053; and al-Bayhaql in Shu c ab 
al-Iman, 7:353 §2.697. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘What is to be 
Done When a Non-Muslim Citizen [or Anyone Else] Presents Himself’, 
6^539 §65 z 8; and Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book of 
Good Manners], chapter: ‘On Kindness’, z:izi6 §3688. 

3 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Virtue of 
Gentleness’, 4^003 §2.593; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan-. Kitab al-adab [The 
Book of Good Manners], chapter: ‘On Gentleness’, 4^54 §4807; and 
Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, i:iiz §90z. 
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made allowances for him’. 1 

Abu Hurayra also reported that the Messenger of God Jl said, 

uSylj U jb- .JaUJl dlSj JaS \j& *J >^3 1>! 

c.~L»p Jjs id <611 d 12 U-L3 .Up till ^!lxJ dll Ad 33^v3 ; A 

4&J \if chilli j*lSf C-^5 ^ ill'll ’ll : Jtd ?is 

i^Ui 2il Jl$ .dp 4^11 £j*i G dSylj U :aJ cii 

. ^idp CUjjl^u 43 

‘There was a man who was extremely lax in performing 
good deeds and he used to loan money to people. [When 
he would loan money out] he would say to his secretary, 
“Take [in repayment of a loan] that which is easy and 
leave that which is difficult and overlook it, for perhaps 
God Most High will overlook us [our faults]”. When that 
man perished, God Most High said to him, “Did you ever 
do any good deeds?” The man replied, “No, but I did 
have a young servant and I used to loan money to people, 
so when I would send him to collect the money owed, I 
would say to him, ‘Take that which is easy and leave that 
which is difficult and overlook it, for perhaps God Most 
High will overlook us’.” God then said to him, “I have 
overlooked your faults”.’ 2 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahth: Kitab al-buyu c [The Book of Sales], 
chapter: ‘On Someone Giving a Person in Difficulties Time to Pay’, 2:73 1 
§1974; Muslim in al-Sahjh: Kitab al-musaqat [The Book of Sharecropping], 
chapter: ‘The Virtue of Giving a Person in Difficulties Time to Pay’, 3:1196 
§1562. 

2 Narrated by al-NasaT in al-Sunan: Kitab al-buyu c [The Book of Sales], 
chapter: ‘On Dealing with Others Well and Being Kind in Seeking 
Repayment of Loans’, 7:381 §3696; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
2:361 §8715; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 11:421 §5403; and al-Hakim in al- 
Mustadrak, 2:33 §2223. 
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1.8 Summary 

This lexical research has demonstrated that the three levels of 
our din, Islam, Iman and Ihsan, are synonymous with peace and 
security, safety and protection, tolerance and forbearance, love 
and affection, benevolence and human dignity, and all their 
resultant pleasures. Islam is a perfect and complete code of life 
that ensures protection, mercy, clemency, patience, tolerance, 
balance, justice and moderation for all. A Muslim, therefore, is the 
one who embodies peace, sanctity and protection for the whole of 
humankind. A mu’min is the one who, at the same time, possesses 
the traits of human dignity, coexistence, tolerance, moderation 
and love and peace. And a muhsin is the one who is a blend of the 
first two levels along with the spiritual and divine experiences that 
are useful for others. In sum, Islam, in its wider perspective, is a 
religion that ensures peace and security for everyone at all levels, 
individually and collectively. 
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Chapter 2 


The Unlawfulness of 
Indiscriminately Killing Muslims 
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2 .1 The Sanctity of a Believer is Greater Than the 
Ka c ba 

There are some people who declare that the majority of the 
Muslims are disbelievers, polytheists and innovators on account 
of political, ideological or religious differences, and subsequently 
massacre them ruthlessly. They must know the sanctity and honour 
of a believer’s life in the sight of God and His Messenger |jl. The 
Prophet HI declared the honour and dignity of a believer greater 
than that of the Ka c ba, the Sacred House of God. Imam Ibn Majah 
transmitted a hadith on this subject. 

U JjGj cJlj : Jl3 J2 p 4&I 2!p ^p 

i42j sXpu* ^JaPlj ^SviiaP' U IoGxjj C-Jsdj 

‘**^3 <jS)l alp ^Japl 

c Abd Allah b. 'Umar ^ said, ‘Once, I saw the Messenger 
of God Jl circumambulating the Ka'ba and he was 
addressing it: “How excellent you are and how sweet 
your smell is! How grand you are and how grand your 
sacredness is! By the One in Whose Hand is Muhammad’s 
soul, the inviolability of a believer’s property and blood 
is greater in the sight of God than your sacredness. We 
must think only well of a believer”.’ 1 

2.2 Merely Pointing a Weapon at a Believer is 
Prohibited 

Killing people with explosives or other weapons is a grave sin, 
but even pointing a weapon towards a believer is forbidden, and 

1 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘The Inviolability of a Believer’s Blood and Property’, 2:1297 §3932; 
al-Tabaranl in Musnad al-Shamiyym, 2:396 §1568; and al-Mundhirl in al- 
Targhib wa al-tarhib, 3:201 §3679. 
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the one who does it is cursed. Abu Hurayra reported that the 
Messenger of God Jl. said, 

j-; »ji*- ^ t «aj 

‘None of you should point a weapon at his brother, for 
he does not know, for perhaps the devil may draw it out 
while it is in his hand, resulting in his falling into a pit 
of Hell’. 1 

Here, metaphorical language has been employed. Someone who 
wields a weapon might fire it at the spur of the moment and hit 
someone. This act has been linked to Satan so that people regard 
it as a satanic act and stay away from it. This has been elaborated 
in another hadith in which the Prophet said, 

o\£-\ 5lS" liJjApu jb&l 

‘Whoever points a piece of iron [e.g., a gun] at his brother, 
the angels will curse him until he puts it down, even if he 
[the one at whom it is pointed] is his brother of the same 
father and mother’. 2 

The Prophet 0 , not only forbade pointing a weapon at someone, 
but he also forbade displaying it. Jabir said, 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘On the Prohibition of 
Pointing a Weapon at Someone Else’, 4:zozo §z6i7; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 
3:587 §6176; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, S:zj $z 6 ij. 

2 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘On the Prohibition of 
Pointing a Weapon at Someone Else’, 4:zozo §z6i6; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: 
Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us 
Regarding the Muslim who Points a Weapon at His Brother’, 4:463 §zi6z; al- 
Hakim in al-Mustadrak, z-.iji §z 669; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, i3:zyz §5944; 
and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:z3 §15649. 
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<!)? 0k <&' J jij 

‘The Messenger of God 0 , forbade that an unsheathed 
sword be handed to someone else’. 1 

While a drawn sword — or any other weapon for that matter — 
may cause injury, displaying it might provoke one to violence. 
What can be a greater proof of Islam’s status as a religion of 
peace, security and advancement, for the word ‘ masluV used 
in the aforementioned hadith essentially indicates that defence 
institutions charged with keeping arms must also adopt foolproof 
security measures to ensure that their weapons will not be misused! 

If displaying weapons and pointing them at others are strictly 
prohibited — as proven in the above mentioned hadith — then how 
grave a sin and atrocity it is to challenge the authority of a Muslim 
state and destroy the lives and properties of civilians through 
bomb blasts and suicide attacks! 

2.3 The Unlawfulness of Violence against Muslims 

Islam not only outlaws the mass killing of Muslims but the whole of 
humanity, without any discrimination on the basis of caste, colour, 
race or religion. One can appreciate the value and inviolability of 
human life in Islam by realising that the act of killing a human 
being has been equated with slaughtering the entire human race. 
In connection with human dignity, God says in the Qur’an, 

Js 3 U Jeffi Jt alii jf Jju, U-ij ji) 

‘Whoever kills a person [unjustly], except as a punishment 
for murder or [as a prescribed punishment for bloodshed, 
robbery and spreading] disorder in the land, it is as if he 


1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], 
chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Regarding the Prohibition of Handing Someone 
an Unsheathed Sword’, 4:464 §2163; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-jihad 
[The Book of Martial Jihad], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Regarding the 
Prohibition of Handing Someone an Unsheathed Sword’, 3:31 §2588; al-Hakim 
in al-Mustadrak, 4:321 §7785; and Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 13:275 §5946. 
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killed all of humanity’ d 

This verse highlights the sanctity of human life in general. The 
sanctity of a man or woman, the old or the young, the rich or the 
poor has not been specified. The point being that the Qur’an has 
not only prohibited killing a man without any justification, but 
has also declared that it is akin to the murder of humanity entire. 
As for the law of retribution, which authorizes capital punishment 
for a murderer, it has been legislated for safeguarding the sanctity 
of human life. 

2.4 The Unlawfulness of Killing Someone Who Accepts 
Islam in the midst of Fighting 

Although the common notion expressed around the world is that 
all is fair in love and war, Islam does not agree. It has laid down 
rules and regulations for the battlefield, and the life and blessed 
practice of the Prophet of Islam enjoin us to observe caution, 
care and fair play, even in the most critical and troubled moments 
of war. The Prophet H showed his strong displeasure over the 
killing of a man who declared his acceptance of the faith (which 
was perhaps under the fear of death) when he was under the sword 
and about to be slain. If that was his displeasure over someone 
killed in a state of battle, what about killing Muslims and people 
of knowledge only because their views differ with the extremist 
ideologies of the rebel terrorist groups? 

Usama b. Zayd b. Haritha ^ said, 

4<U~gA SijAJl 4)1 Jji ij 

<UP 1 .4)11 4l tais G g '•£ ^ 

Jlli ^ £JL) 4 1 Uii :Jll .4&si J&- 

5 if US] cil! Jjiy U :cii : JlS fill Jl5 U Jjd isisSt U : J 

Jlj Ui : jl$ fill Jl$ U a*! : jui : Jtd 4lij£d 

$3 c~J4j 


1 Qur’an 5:32. 
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‘The Messenger of God 0 dispatched us to fight against 
Huraqa, a branch of the Juhayna tribe, so we reached 
the tribesmen in the morning and defeated them. One of 
the Ansar and I jointly caught up to a man of that tribe. 
When we overpowered him, he said, “There is no god 
but God”. Upon hearing this, the Ansari held back from 
him, but I stabbed him with my spear until I killed him. 
When we came back, the news had already reached the 
Prophet 0 so he said to me, “O Usama, did you kill him 
after he said, ‘There is no god but God’?” I said, “O 
Messenger of God, he was merely seeking refuge. (He 
uttered the formula to save his life)!” He said again, “Did 
you kill him after he said, ‘There is no god but God’?” He 
kept repeating that to me, until I wished that I had not 
embraced Islam before that day!’ 1 

The version of Imam Muslim reads: 

Jsiij ^ till U : Jli ViJLsi : Jlii tiLi «Ip43 

SlS A ^ t i^LMl t^lj uLU .ijAl i 

lil ill ’ll il % Jigi : Jli : Jl3 VixLif \0. ill J jij Jli /ill 

*111 4JI : Jli J^itju*il t4lll Jjij Ij : Jli ?<UGLil Otl?- 

il till 44 jjj : Jli VjUUiiil jijj otl^- lil illl 

?<UUaII Oil lil iill *il 

‘So he 0 summoned him and asked him, “Why did you 
kill him?” He said, “O Messenger of God, he caused pain 
to the Muslims, and he killed so-and-so and so-and-so, 
and I attacked him, so when he saw the sword, he said, 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Blessed Prophet’s Sending of Usama b. Zayd to the 
Campsites of the Juhayna Tribe’, 4:1555 §4011 and Kitab al-diyat [The Book 
of Blood Money], chapter: ‘Regarding the Saying of God Most High, “ And 
Whoever Saves the Life of One Person. . [Qur’an 5:3z], 6:z 519 §6478; and 
Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 11:56 §4751. 
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‘There is no god but God’!” The Messenger of God Jl 
asked him, “Did you kill him?” When he said, “Yes”, 
he said, “So how will you deal with ‘There is no god 
but God’ when the Day of Resurrection comes?” He said, 

“O Messenger of God, seek forgiveness on my behalf!” 

He said again: “So how will you deal with ‘There is no 
god but God’ when the Day of Resurrection comes?” He 
then kept saying, without adding anything: “How will 
you deal with ‘There is no god but God’ when the Day of 
Resurrection comes ?”’ 1 

Miqdad b. Aswad said, 

Is'Sj OpaS (1)1 CjIjI dj-^3 ^ :cTs 

(4UI Jj-wj U tdlaSlM t aJU c-X.1 liyyJij jtJ ■ 

oi 4 J! till Jjij U :ciii :Jl 5 .aJCsAj ^ ill Jjij Jl 5 <!)? oii 

Ots aiiij 4&1 Jld of Jli j*j 

. JlS 4 a 0 fS" Jjij 01 'Jli 4 sJ jaw tdkij 01 <UlS <uLb 

‘I said to the Messenger of God, “What do you think, 
if I meet a man of the disbelievers and we fight and he 
strikes one of my hands with his sword and cuts it off and 
then takes refuge from me behind a tree and says, ‘I have 
surrendered to God’? Should I kill him, O Messenger of 
God, after he has said that?” The Messenger of God |i 
said, “No. Do not kill him. If you were to kill him, then he 
would be in your position [i.e., Muslim] before you killed 
him and you would be in his position [i.e., disbeliever] 
before he said that word which he said”.’ z 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: 
‘On the Prohibition of Killing a Disbeliever when He Says, “There is no god but 
God’”, 1:97 §94-97. 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘On the Angels Being Present at the Battle of Badr’, 
4:1474 §3794; and Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], 
chapter: ‘On the Prohibition of Killing a Disbeliever when He Says, ‘There is no 
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In the light of these merciful and benevolent teachings of the 
Prophet HI, the brutal and ruthless terrorists, who indiscriminately 
massacre peaceful Muslims, must ponder over and abandon their 
misanthropist and barbaric ideologies and dreadful beliefs. If the 
life of an enemy in the battlefield is protected when he accepts 
faith, then how odious it is to massacre Muslims in mosques, and 
how egregious it is to slay them in offices, educational institutes, 
markets and public buildings! 

2.5 Becoming an Accomplice to Terrorists is also a 
Crime 

The Prophet 0. categorically forbade people to provide help or 
material support to terrorists. He ordered us to isolate them and 
deny them any numerical strength, financial assistance and moral 
support. Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet 0 said, 

<&' cjUAS* JbJij jfij* Jii 

M 

‘If anyone helps in the murder of a believer — even if with 
only a few words — he will meet God with the words 
written on his forehead: “hopeless of God’s mercy”.’ 1 

This hadith also indicates that it is not only financial and 
numerical assistance that must be denied to terrorists, but, 
according to the expression ‘bi shatri kalimatin ’ (‘a few words’), 
speeches or writings which lend support to the enemies of peace 
are also condemnable and must be banned. Such support can only 
deprive us of God’s forgiveness and mercy. This hadith contains 
a strict warning to those who mastermind terrorist acts and 
misinterpret the Qur’an by brainwashing youth with glad tidings 
of Paradise for murdering peaceful civilians. 

god but God’”, 1:95 §95. 

1 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-Diyat [The Book of Blood 
Money], chapter: The Gravity of Unjustly Killing a Muslim, 2:874 §2.62.0; al- 
RabT in al-Musnad, 1:368 §960; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:22 
§15646. 
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2.6 Those Who Attack Mosques Are the Greatest 
Wrongdoers 

Islam not only teaches its adherents to maintain peace and observe 
tolerance with other communities, but it also instils in them a 
respect for the beliefs and viewpoints, and norms and rituals of 
those who do not share their faith and creed. To launch attacks 
against opponents, their properties and sacred sites on account of 
religious, ideological or political differences is not only against 
the express spirit of Islam but is inhumane as well. Those who 
violate the sanctity of the houses of God and kill peaceful and 
devout worshippers through bomb explosions and suicide attacks 
are neither true believers nor people of guidance. Those who 
hinder people from making mention of God’s name in mosques, 
by spreading terror and intimidation, through violence and 
terrorism are grave sinners and enemies of peace; the Qur’an, in 
fact, declares them the greatest wrongdoers and warns them of an 
immense suffering in the Hereafter. God says, 

tlhlijl J) 1^3 ‘■d aXIT 

L>(& (T J> Gilt 0 k o' b\?\* 


‘And who is more unjust than he who forbids the 
remembrance of God’s name in the places of prostration 
[mosques] and strives to demolish them? It was not 
proper for them to enter the mosques but in a state of 
fear [fearing God], For them is disgrace in this world and 
there is a dreadful torment for them in the Hereafter’ A 

Elsewhere, God proclaims that those who maintain the houses 
of worship are only those who believe in God and the Last Day; 
it is they who are the guided ones. This implies that those people, 
who, instead of maintaining the houses of worship, mount attacks 
on them, believe neither in Islam nor in the Day of Judgement. 
God says, 

1 Qur’an 2:114. 
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SjSyJl *d!' ~= j^iu UJj)y 

j* ^ dJUlijt ^1' (3*^ pj 

‘Only he who believes in God and the Last Day and 
establishes prayer and pays Zakat and who fears none but 
God can maintain and frequent the mosques of God. So 
they alone are expected to be amongst the rightly guided V 

Consider the life and company of the miscreants who violate 
the sanctity of mosques and tombs of Muslim saints! With a 
little thought, one will quickly discover that their ideological and 
intellectual growth takes place in an atmosphere laden with narrow- 
mindedness. This narrow-mindedness generates extremism, which 
further leads to violence and aggression. And aggression takes its 
logical shape — that being the monstrosity known as terrorism — 
which is the outcome of hatred, prejudice and violence, which 
strip us of the qualities of love, peace, moderation and tolerance. 
Such a person, in the words of the Qur’an, becomes stone-hearted: 

aJd j! ijUppJlS' ^4 dJJti jJu j* p&jis c ~«4 p? 

‘Then [even] after this your hearts hardened. So [in 
hardness] they [have become] like stones, or even harder' d 

Such a person is the worst embodiment of wretchedness and 
callous nihilism; he descends to a low level and takes the lives of 
peaceful people in shops, markets, public places and educational 
institutions. He sets himself loose on people engaged in worship 
at mosques, and does not hesitate to tear down places of worship. 
What do these terroristic acts have to do with Islam? Had there 
been just a little fear of God and the Afterlife within such people, 
at least the mosques would have been safe, and the Muslims busy 
worshipping God would have been in peace. This mindset proves 
that terrorists have no link with Islam, which is the religion of 
peace, harmony, safety and tolerance. 

1 Ibid., 9:18. 

2 Ibid., 2:74. 
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2.7 Killing a Muslim is a Greater Sin than Destroying 
the World 

How can wrongdoers who brutally kill peaceful citizens to realize 
their vicious objectives claim to be the stalwarts of peace and 
security? They are engaged in the wanton killing of thousands 
of non-combatant Muslims through their terrorist activities; 
however, the Prophet H declared that killing a Muslim is a greater 
sin than destroying the whole world. 

c Abd Allah b. c Amr <$> reported that the Messenger of God H 
said, 

JAj J*5 jfi in Js- ’ojA\ doll Jljjl 

‘Certainly, the passing away of the entire world is less in 
the sight of God than the murder of a single Muslim’. 1 

c Abd Allah b. Burayda reported from his father that the 
Messenger of God H said, 

.dlh Jljj Jfi in dp (Uapl Jd 

‘Killing a believer is a more serious matter in the sight of 
God than the destruction of the entire world’. 2 

Another report says the killing of a man, without legal 
authority, is a tragedy more serious than the passing away of the 
entire world. Al-Bara’ b. c Azib reported that the Messenger of 
God HI said, 


1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood 
Money], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the Gravity of Killing a 
Believer’, 4:16 §1395; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab tahrim al-dam [The Book 
on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘The Sanctity of Blood’, 7:81 §3987; 
and Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood Money], chapter: 
‘The Gravity of Killing a Muslim Unjustly’, 2:874 §2.619. 

2 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: Kitab tahrim al-dam [The Book on the 
Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘The Sanctity of Blood’, 7:82-83 §§3988- 
3990; al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al-saghir, 1:355 §5941 and al-Bayhaql in 
al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:2.2. §15647. Imam al-Tabaranl declared this tradition 
authentic [hasan]. 
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. iSJl* > j* <&! JJaI UuO- l~oh J'jjl 

‘Certainly, in the estimation of God, the passing away 
of the whole world is lighter than unjustly shedding the 
blood of a human being’. 1 

The humiliating punishment of a murderer who intentionally 
kills a believer can be understood from the verse wherein God 
mentioned the punishment of Hell for these sinners with phrases 
such as ‘ abide for ages’, ‘His wrath’, ‘ curse him ’ and ‘dreadful 
torment’. God says, 

4Plj <U*Jj <ui P 4JUI C-jaPj 1-Ujui tUji JoL jAjfjf 

o-laP dlap <d 

‘Bwt tf/io kills a Muslim deliberately, his recompense 
will be Hell, wherein will he abide for ages. God will 
afflict him with His wrath and will curse him. And He 
has prepared for him a dreadful torment’ A 

2.8 The Massacre of Muslims is an Act of Disbelief 

The Prophet Muhammad declared that shedding the blood of 
peaceful Muslims and spreading violence and mischief in society 
are disbelief and cause one to revert from Islam to disbelief, 
technically known as apostasy, or irtidad. Imam al-Bukharl 
narrates on the authority of c Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas that the 
Messenger of God Jl said, 

. jpju Old) pSijsJu Oj22j ijilr tjuiy 

‘Do not revert as disbelievers after me by striking one 
another’s necks!’ 3 

1 Narrated by Ibn Abl al-Dunya in al-Ahwal, p. 190 §183; Ibn Abl ‘Asim in al- 
Diyat, p. 2 §2; and al-Bayhaql in Shu ab al-Iman, 4:345 §5344. 
z Qur’an 4:93. 

3 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘The Saying of the Prophet 0 , “Do Not Revert to Disbelievers after 
Me, Striking One Another’s Necks!”’, 6:2.594 §6668; and al-Tabaranl in al- 
Mu c jam al-awsat, 4:2.69 §4166. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



70 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


Therefore, committing murder and killing Muslims is a clear act 
of disbelief, which bears a likeness to apostasy. 

2.9 Like Polytheism, Murder is One of the Greatest 
Wrongs 

Ibn Kathir interpreted the verse, 

lUji 

‘ But he who kills a Muslim, deliberately’ f 

declaring intentional murder a major sin that it is so severe and 
grave, that God has mentioned it in conjunction with the greatest 
wrong — that of shirk, or idolatry. He writes: 

k*!' CJaJl J Ls"! alpJJ Juxi Jyxgi IT* 

^ 4)l?slw JyAJ 441)1 obS* ^ 4 jT U jjjp 4))b 

jpJb iili dj&ij t|5j aIii 

61 *fl U ^1 ijJUi : JUs Jllj 

4j Jpdti iJJl : JlS 

This is a stern warning and emphatic Divine threat to 
those who perpetrate this grievous sin that is connected — 
in more than one verse in God’s Book — with the taking 
of partners in worship along with God. The Most High 
says in Sura al-Furqan, ‘And [the believers are] those 
who do not worship any other god besides God, or kill 
a soul unlawfully — except with just cause — or commit 
adultery’. z And God says, ‘ Say [O Prophet], “Come, I will 
recite to you those things which your Lord has forbidden 
to you: Do not set up anything as a partner with Him; 
treat your parents with excellence and do not kill your 
children owing to poverty. We alone give you sustenance 


1 Qur’an 4:93. 
z Ibid., 25:68. 
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and [will provide for] them as well. And do not draw near 
to shameful deeds, be they open or hidden. And do not 
kill the soul whose [killing] God has forbidden, except 
when it is justified [legally]. These are the injunctions He 
has enjoined upon you so that you may apply reason ” .’ 
[Qur’an 6:i5i] z 

As he was delivering his Last Sermon on the eve of the Hajj, the 
Prophet made clear the unlawfulness of killing and pointed out 
its inherent evil. He said, 

lla j, ^3) tils 5] 

^1' :'jl^ VciL' clfl iJl 

IjUS” cj^Uo ^0 jjLi tCJli!' iaUiJl 

‘Indeed your blood and your property are inviolable, 
like the inviolability of this day of yours and this month 
of yours and this land of yours, until the day you meet 
your Lord. Listen, have I conveyed the message?’ The 
Companions replied, ‘Yes’. He said, ‘O God! Bear 
witness. Let the one present inform those who are absent, 
for perhaps the one to whom it is conveyed will retain it 
better than he who hears it [directly]. Do not revert as 
disbelievers after me, striking each other’s necks’. 2. 

The Messenger of God jjjk has clearly given the judgement in 
this agreed upon hadith that those who shed blood, engage in 
violence and acts of terrorism, raise arms and kill Muslims are no 
longer Muslims; they are disbelievers. The Messenger of God |fe 
has removed all doubts about this, using the words, ‘Do not revert 

1 Ibn Kathlr, TafsJr al-Qur'an al- Agim, 1:535. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-Hajj [The Book of Pilgrimage], 
2:620 §1654, and Kitab al-Hlm [The Book of Knowledge], chapter: ‘The Saying 
of the Prophet 0 , “Many a Person to Whom Something is Conveyed Retains it 
Better than the One Who Heard It’”, 1:37 §67 and Muslim in al-Sahih, 3:1305- 
1306 §1679. 
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as disbelievers after me, striking each other’s necks’. This is a clear 
declaration that those who commit terrorism and mass murder are 
disbelievers. 

Abu SaTd al-Khudrl and Abu Hurayra ^ reported that the 
Prophet said regarding the murder of a believer, 

.jilji ^ 4&1 ^ 'ji pi JaIj juiJi JaI 51 jj 

‘Even if all the inhabitants of the heavens and the earth 
gathered together to shed the blood of a single believer, 

God would cast them all in the Hellfire’. 1 

2.io Bloodshed is the Greatest of all Crimes 

Mass murder, bloodshed, and unjust killing are such grave offences 
that God Most High will take those who commit them to task 
before anything else on the Day of Resurrection. c Abd Allah b. 
Mas‘ud reported that the Prophet J&, said while describing the 
enormity of shedding blood unlawfully, 

. ^UaJl jUGill U Jjl 

‘The first issue that will be judged between people on the 
Day of Resurrection is that of blood [i.e., murder]’. z 

c Abd Allah b. ‘Umar ^ reported that the Prophet warned about 
the disastrous consequences of fighting and bloodshed and said, 

‘Of the serious matters from which no one who brings it 


1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood 
Money], chapter: ‘The Legal Ruling Concerning Blood’, 4:17 §1398; al-RabT 
in al-Musnad, 1:292 §757; and al-Daylaml in Musnad al-firdaws, 3:361 §5089. 
z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood Money], 
chapter: ‘Whoever Kills a Believer Intentionally’, 6:2517 §6471; Muslim in al- 
Sabib, 3:1304 §1678; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab tahrim al-dam [The Book on 
the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘The Sanctity of Blood’, 7:83 §3994; 
and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:442. 
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upon himself and falls into it will escape is that of blood 
that was shed unlawfully’. 1 * 

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of God H said, 

tclUjll 

.^1 t^l :J6 VJa U jf till Jjij U 

‘Time will seem to get shorter and knowledge will 
diminish. Miserliness will surface and tribulations will 
rise and haraj will abound’. The Companions asked, ‘O 
Messenger of God, what is haraj}’ He said, ‘It is killing. 

It is killing’. z 

When peaceful civilians are targets of terrorism, tyranny and 
barbarism, and are victimized due to doctrinal and ideological 
differences between the political and religious personalities, the 
logical consequence is anarchy, chaos, lawlessness and strife. c Abd 
Allah b. ‘Umar said, 

'K-s jfs Jr- \ijfi jisli tjsiJl ill Jj^r, oIp lijAi & 

■ 'r’jp-j 4^7® i® :Jl 3 S 3 Uj lill Jjij 'i : J 3 Jlii 

‘We were once sitting with the Prophet 0 when he 
described the tribulations. He described them at length, 
until he mentioned the tribulation of al-ahlas. At that 
point, someone asked, “O Messenger of God! What is 
the tribulation of al-ahlas}” The Prophet H said, “It is 
chaos and mass killing”.’ 3 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood 
Money], chapter: ‘Whoever Kills a Believer Intentionally’, 6:1517 §6470 and 
al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:zi §15637. 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], 
chapter: ‘The Emergence of Tribulations’, 6:1590 §6651; and Muslim in al- 
Sahlh: Kitab al-fitan wa ashrat al-sa a [The Book of Tribulations and the 
Portents of the Final Hour], chapter: ‘When Two Muslims Confront Each Other 
with Their Swords’, 4:1115. 

3 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan wa al-malahim [The Book 
Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



74 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


2. i i Those Who Subject Muslims to Burning through 
Explosions and Other Means Belong in the Hellfire 

According to the Qur’an, terrorists who bomb common people, 
engage in suicide bombings and otherwise kill peaceful people are 
criminals who are destined to suffer the torments of the Hellfire. 
The chapter of the Qur’an, al-Buruj, prohibits the burning of 
common people: 

(*4b (* -4^ 4^'*^ (*$■* 'ib" p p 5i) 

‘Indeed, those who subject the believing men and women 
to tribulation [ fatanu \ and then do not repent, for them 
is the punishment of Hell, and for them is a burning 
torment'd 

Some Qur’anic exegetes interpret the word fatanu as ‘burning 
in fire’. This verse implies that those who burn people through 
bomb blasts are the inhabitants of the Hellfire. Ibn ‘Abbas and 
Muqatil said, ‘The words ‘ fatanu al-mu'minma ' (subject the 
believers to tribulation) mean: “They burnt them (the believers) 
with fire ”.’ 2 c Abd b. Humayd and Ibn al-Mundhir reported that 
Qatada said regarding the verse, ‘Indeed those who subject the 
believing men and women to tribulation' , ‘This means killing by 
burning ’. 3 Imam al-Qurtubl and Abu Hafs al-Hanball have also 
given the same interpretation . 4 

Those who deem it lawful to kill the Muslims are out of the 
fold of Islam, and are liable to the torment of the blazing fire of 
Hell. c Abd Allah b. Busr ^ reported that the Messenger of God 
said, 


of Tribulations and Battles], chapter: ‘Mention of Tribulations’, 4:94 §4242. 

1 Qur’an 85:10. 

2 AI-RazI, al-Tafsir al-kablr, 13:111. 

3 Jalal al-Dln al-Suyutl, al-Durr al-manthur, 8:466. 

4 Muhammad al-Qurtubl, al-]ami li ahkam al-Qur'an, 19:295; and Abu Hafs 
al-Hanball, al-Lubab ft ulum al-Kitab, 20:253. 
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sia jjjfk, Jjij p .a!U Ul SjlgS' J 9 ^*41 

Ui^j Ijliit?-! AAS U Jju j-iojill 5jijJ 

f{lL«o Ujlj 

‘The envious, the calumnious and the soothsayer are not 
from me, and I am not from them’. Then the Messenger 
of God recited the following verse: ‘ And those who 
hurt the believing men and women without their doing 
anything [wrong], surely they bear the burden of slander 
and clear sin’. [Qur’an 33:5s] 1 

In Imam Fakhr al-Dln al-Razl’s exegesis of the Qur’an, it is written: 
J &. Jl O \js- ^Js- ailjjl o'didt JA 

‘Both punishments will occur in the Hereafter; however, 
the torment of the Hellfire will be on account of their 
disbelief, and the burning torment will be an additional 
punishment meted out to them on account of their 
burning of the believers’. 2 


The authors of the Qur’anic exegesis, Tafsir al-Jalalayn , also held 
the same view: 


O'dp p!>y wjil'j j***jitf di) 

(*413^ 


‘“Indeed, those who subject the believing men and 
women to tribulation [ fatanii ]” by burning, “and then 
do not repent, for them is the punishment of Hell ” due 
to their disbelief, “and for them is a burning torment” , 


1 Narrated by al-Mundhin in al-Targhib wa al-tarhib, 3:324 §4275; and Ibn 
Asakir in Tarikh Dimashq al-kabir, 21:334. 

2 Al-Razl , al-Taf sir al-kabir, 31:111. 
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in other words, the punishment in the Hereafter for them 
having burnt the believers ’. 1 * 3 

2.12 No Act of Worship Performed by a Murderer of a 
Muslim is Acceptable 

No act of worship, whether obligatory or supererogatory, 
performed by the one who kills the Muslims will be accepted. 
c Abd Allah b. al-Samit reported that the Messenger of God 
said, 

.*&ip *La ’ill jJi iisAi Ja^PlS lloji jk 

‘God will not accept any act of worship, obligatory or 
supererogatory, from the one who attacks a Muslim and 
kills him’. 2. 

Those who perform acts of worship and acts of vigorous 
religious discipline, but who also commit violence and murders, 
are unfortunate creatures whose worship will be rejected. Inflicting 
humiliation upon humans and expecting deliverance by means of 
pious acts of worship will only earn them the torment of Hell: 

4.J (*4 li 4^ (* 4 ^^ 

‘For them is the punishment of Hell, and for them is a 
burning torment' J 

2.13 Those Who Torture Muslims Will Face the 
Torment of Hell 

Persecuting members of the Muslim community by subjecting 


1 Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti and Jalal al-Dm al-Mahalli, Tafsir al-Jalalayn, 1:801. 

z Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan wa al-malahim [The 
Book of Tribulations and Battles], chapter: ‘The Gravity of Killing a Believer’, 
4:103 §42.70; al-Tabaranl in Musnad al-Shamiyyin, z:z 66 §1311; al-Mundhirl 
in al-Targhtb wa al-tarhib, y.2.03 §3691; and cited by al- Asqalanl in al-Diraya, 
z:z59; and al-Shawkanl in Nayl al-awtar, 7:197. 

3 Qur’an 85:10. 
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them to violence, tyranny and brutality is strictly forbidden. God 
has threatened those who do such deeds with a painful torment: 

4- , '4* fy} 

‘Indeed those who subject the believing men and women 
to tribulation [fatanu] and then do not repent, for them 
is the punishment of Hell, and for them is a burning 
torment'd 

Those who oppress God’s creation will face the consequences 
of their vicious deeds. Hisham b. al-Haklm reported that the 
Messenger of God H said, 

. UjjJl ^ jj ,dl)l jji Jt 4^4)4 <&l till 

‘Indeed, God shall inflict His torment upon those who 
torture people in the life of this world ’. 1 2 

All of the Imams of Qur’anic exegesis concurred that Hell 
shall be the abode of those who oppress and torture Muslims. 
Interpreting this Qur’anic verse, Imam Fakhr al-Dln al-RazI 
posited that this applies to ‘everyone who does that — and this is 
more fitting, because both the wording and the ruling are general, 
and so a specification would entail leaving the apparent meaning 
without proof ’. 3 So, it is just as fitting to apply the ruling in these 
verses to the so-called ‘religious’ terrorists of today . 4 

2.14 The Unlawfulness of Suicide 

Suicide is forbidden in Islam. The one who commits suicide defies 
God and becomes a resident of Hell. Before examining the revealed 
texts that forbid suicide, let us consider why it is forbidden. 

1 Ibid. 

2 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Severe Divine 
Threat for Someone Who Punishes People Unjustly’, 4:2018 §2613. 

3 Al-Razl, al-Tafsir al-kabir, 13:111. 

4 Qur’an 85:4-10. 
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Human life is neither owned nor acquired; it is a gift and 
trust from God. The blessing of life serves as a basis for all 
other blessings. It is for this reason that Islam directs people to 
safeguard their lives and forbids suicide. Islam does not allow any 
human being to take his or her own life. On the contrary, the 
teachings of Islam emphasize the safety and security of life and 
body. These teachings aim at preserving human life and ensuring 
the continuation of humanity. 

2.15 The Qur’Anic Texts and Hadith Reports on Suicide 

As mentioned earlier, the real owner of life and death is God. So 
just as murdering a person is akin to murdering all of humanity, 
so too is suicide considered a despicable act. God says, 

ill! lM IjiLr 

‘ And do not cast yourselves into destruction with your 
own hands — and adopt righteousness. Verily, God loves 
the righteous’ d 

Interpreting verse 30 of Sura al-Nisa\ Imam al-BaghawI cited 
the aforementioned verse and said, 

JaS Aj iljl 

‘It is said that He intended the Muslim who kills himself’. 1 2 
God also revealed, 

bj^J t)l JJaldL p&Jj 

uijap dJJij b\£?i ill <L>i ^2^1 ij&a? 

<{ <dJt L Js- dJLllj OlSj ljU aAIpj 3 yj uitj 

‘O you who believe! Do not devour one another’s wealth 
unlawfully amongst yourselves unless it is a trade by your 
mutual agreement, and do not kill yourselves. Surely, 

1 Ibid., 2:195. 

2 Husayn al-BaghawI, Ma alim al-Tanzil, 1:418. 
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God is kind to you. But whoever does that through 
transgression and injustice. We shall soon throw him. into 
the Fire [of Hell] and that is easy for God V 

Interpreting this verse, Imam Fakhr al-Dln al-RazI wrote, 

. -uii jii jpj J p jl; ijiiii •$$> 

‘This verse, “ And do not kill yourselves” , proves that it is 
unlawful for one to kill someone else or oneself unjustly ’. 1 2 

Moreover, Imam al-BaghawI quoted traditions on the 
prohibition of suicide, as did Ibn Kathlr 3 and al-Tha c alabl 4 in their 
respective exegeses. These traditions, which we reproduce here, 
prove that the notable Imams of Qur’anic exegesis considered 
them proofs for the unlawfulness of suicide. The Prophet said, 

k_Svli p til?- k_S 4 ip J 01 

‘Indeed, your body has a right on you and your eyes also 
have a right on you ’. 5 

This hadith prescribes that we safeguard life and limb and 
observe the rights of our bodies. Therefore, killing oneself and 
others through suicide bombing is a grievous sin. How can one 
possibly imagine that Islam sanctions self-destruction and the 
taking of life through wanton acts of terror and suicide bombings? 
The Prophet explicitly declared the act of suicide forbidden 
when he said, ‘The one who commits suicide will go to Hell, and 
will keep falling into it and will abide there forever ’. 6 

1 Qur’an 4:29-30. 

2 Al-RazI , al-TafsJr al-kabir, 10:57. 

3 Ibn Kathlr, TafsTr al-Qur'an al- c Azim, 1:481. 

4 c Abd al-Rahman al-Tha alabl, al-Jawahir al-hisan ft tafsir al-Qur'an, 3:293. 

5 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-Sawm [The Book of Fasting], 
chapter: ‘The Right of the Body while Fasting’, 2:697 §r874. 

6 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab al-tibb [The Book of Medicine], 
chapter: ‘Taking Poison and Using it for Medical Treatment, or Using What 
May be Dangerous or Impure’, 5:2179 §5442. 
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In the hadith reports from the Messenger of God we find that 
the one who commits suicide is threatened with a severe torment 
in the Hereafter. Abu Hurayra & reported that the Messenger of 
God 0, said, 

l&i ipj&r jU ^ j4i kzJj Jala J^r jj> (jijJ 

jU ^ a\JLJxsj aJj Jsis lw ,_gLit3 .lijl 

^ <uk[ ^ a£>_ Ji rfJjJZv iZJij Jii jZj .iJjf l&S 

. \3j\ iaJiAa taJiA jti 

‘Whoever throws himself off a mountain, thereby killing 
himself, he will throw himself down a mountain in Hell 
forever. And whoever drinks poison, thereby killing 
himself, he will hold poison in his hand, eternally 
drinking it in Hell. And if someone kills himself with iron 
[stabbing himself], he will eternally stab himself with it 
in Hell’. 1 

Abu Hurayra also reported that the Messenger of God Jl. 
said, 

t ju!l <J tjull Ji lg.jt.ki UjJ <Ukj jk Jaj (jjl\ 

.jUll ^ <l4ki 

‘Whoever stabs himself to death will continue to stab 
himself in Hell. And whoever throws himself off a cliff 
will continue to throw himself off a cliff in Hell. And 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab al-tibb [The Book of Medicine], 
chapter: ‘Taking Poison and Using it for Medical Treatment, or Using What 
May be Dangerous or Impure’, 5:2.179 §5442; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al- 
Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘The Strict Forbiddance of Killing Oneself, 
and if Someone Commits Suicide with Something, He Will be Tormented with 
the Same Thing in the Hellfire’, 1:103 §109; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al- 
tibb [The Book of Medicine], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us about Someone 
Who Kills Himself with Poison or Something Else’, 4:386 §2044; and Abu 
Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-tibb [The Book of Medicine], chapter: ‘Abhorred 
Medicines’, 4:7 §3872. 
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whoever hangs himself will continue to hang himself in 
Hell’. 1 


Thabit b. al-Dahhak reported that the Messenger of God Jl 
said, 


°d* 


‘Whoever kills himself with something will be tormented 
by it in the Hellfire’. 2 


According to these traditions, the method of suicide will 
continue in Hell as well. That shows the gravity of this sin. Other 
transgressions will be punished through the torment of Hell, but 
suicide is such a heinous offence that its method will continue. 


2.16 The Condemnation of the Leaders Who Command 
Others to Commit Suicide 

These aforementioned hadith reports forbid suicide in general; 
however, some hadith reports particularly forbid unlawful 
obedience to authorities, as that may cause detriment to the 
lives of others. We hear many youth in their self-made online 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab al-jana'iz [The Book of Funeral 
Rites], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About Someone Who Kills Himself’, 
1:459 §T2-99; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:435 §9616; al-Tabaranl in 
Musnad al-Shamiyyin, 4:185 §3311; and al-Bayhaql in Shu c ab al-Iman, 4:350 
§536i. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘If Someone Calls his Brother a Disbeliever Without Any 
Interpretable Grounds, Then He Himself is What He Said’, 5:1164 §5754; 
Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘The Strict 
Forbiddance of Killing Oneself, and if Someone Commits Suicide with 
Something, He Will be Tormented with the Same in the Hellfire’, 1:104 §110; 
Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-ayman wa al-nudhur [The Book of Oaths 
and Vows], 3:114 §3157; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab al-ayman wa al-nudhur 
[The Book of Oaths and Vows], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Regarding 
Oaths Taken by Swearing Disavowal of the Religion [if the Person is Lying] or 
by Adhering to Another Religion other than Islam’, 7:5-6 §§3770-3771; and 
Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:33-34 §§16434, 16438. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



8z I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 

‘martyrdom videos’ describe their leader’s command as the 
motivation for taking their own lives. They are well-grounded in 
obedience to their leaders and commanders, but they are unaware 
of the confines, limits and restraints of obedience. It is extreme 
foolishness, ignorance and absurdity to destroy the lives of 
common people in obedience to a leader’s command. 
c All b. Abl Talib reported, 

tM : Jl3j tljU $ 3 * 0 ^ ^ull 5l 

ijjiji jjdll 0k Jlii <.0k ^JLll ijJSiii . Bjj - ® JiSj 

SpUs .SiUSlt IjliJi (*i ji l)I 

.kJjjiiJl ^ SpUall UJl ,<L«aiU ^ 

‘The Messenger of God 0 dispatched a military force and 
appointed one of the Ansar as its leader. He then started 
a fire and said [to them], “Enter it”. Some of them were 
about to enter it, while others amongst them said, “We 
have only sought to free ourselves from it [by embracing 
Islam]”. When they submitted the episode to the Prophet 
Jjl he said to those who had intended to enter the fire, “If 
they had entered it, they would have remained in it until 
the Day of Resurrection”. Then he said to the others, 
“There is no obedience in that which is disobedience. 
Obedience is only in that which is right”.’ 1 

In another narration of ‘All found in Imam Muslim’s al-Sahth, 
it reads: 

a! I <1>1 tjUaiSl' jfi 0k 4 S 1 I Jjdj v — **■! 

ijoiji : Jl5 p til .dai- ^ : jlii tljiLklj 

:ljJll VI jipa j j ^ tl)l 0k. <Ull Jjdj (d' :Jl3 p tlj-Aijli .IjU 

Jjij i^i Uj1 :'jll^3 tjjiwj J\ ,t g +aju Jal,i :Jl 3 .UijJb-jli :Jl£ .^L 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-imara [The Book of Leadership], 
chapter: ‘The Obligation to Obey the Leaders’, 3:1469 § 1840. 
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tjUll cijjgj t4i;«jgfr IjjliCS .jUJl ^0 4l)l 

,t3jyuJl ^2 APlSaJ' tii] . U JJ : JULs ^iiJ 

‘The Messenger of God H dispatched a military force 
and appointed one of the Ansar as its leader. He ordered 
them [the soldiers] to heed and obey him. The leader 
became annoyed with the troops on account of something 
and said, ‘Gather firewood for me’, and they gathered 
it. Then he said, ‘Kindle the fire’, and they kindled the 
fire. Then he said, “Has the Messenger of God H not 
enjoined you to obey me?” They replied, “Of course”. 

The leader said, “Then plunge yourselves into it”. The 
troops started looking at each other [when they intended 
to enter it]. They said, “We have fled to the Messenger of 
God HI for the sake of saving ourselves from the Fire”. 
They continued to procrastinate until the fire went out 
and the leader’s anger subsided. When they returned and 
submitted the episode to the Prophet |H, he said, “If they 
had entered it, they would have never come out of it. 
Obedience is only in that which is right”.’ 1 

Those who are motivated to act as suicide bombers should pay 
heed to this agreed upon hadith narrated from our master ‘All 
If they obey their commander’s orders to attack civilians and kill 
themselves in the process, then they shall be the fuel of Hell. 

2.17 Paradise is Forbidden for the One Who Commits 
Suicide 

The masterminds of terrorism who groom and brainwash young 
people for suicide bombings and encourage them with dreams of 
Paradise by means of ‘martyrdom’ should realize that God has 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahth: Kitab al-ahkam [The Book of Legal 
Rulings], chapter: ‘The Imam Should be Heeded and Obeyed as Long as it is 
Not Disobedience’, 6:2.649 §6830; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-imara [The 
Book of Leadership], chapter: ‘The Obligation to Obey the Leaders’, 3:1469 
§1840. 
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decreed a permanent torment in Hell awaiting those who commit 
suicide. Jundub b. c Abd Allah reported that the Prophet 0 said, 

% ui t «Jb jAi i&SL? a>. 3^3 {JO* && dll' 

,£t?d! 4 p :^Ui <uit Jli . ju 

‘Amongst those before you was a man who was wounded. 
Unable to bear the pain, he took a knife, sliced his 
wounded hand and died due to excessive blood loss. God 
Most High said, “My slave decided to hasten his own 
demise, so I made Paradise forbidden for him”.’ 1 2 

Al-Hasan al-Basrl narrates from Jundub b. c Abd Allah ^ that the 
Messenger of God 0 said, 

tAxiUS” 3"? ^ ^ ttls aj 

,4a$J\ <u it ai JlS .oU ^aJl lljj tlalSii 

‘Certainly, a man before you belonging to the people 
of the past suffered from a boil. When its pain became 
too much for him to bear, he drew out an arrow from 
the quiver and pierced it and the bleeding did not stop 
until he died. Your Lord said, “I forbid his entrance into 
Paradise”.’ 2, 

These hadith reports do not grant permission to someone 
suffering from a trouble or ailment to kill himself in order to be 
freed from misery; if someone commits suicide, he has earned Hell 
for himself. 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Anbiya’ [The Book of the 
Prophets], chapter: ‘What has Been Mentioned About the Children of Israel’, 
3:1272 §3276; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book ofFaith], chapter: 
‘The Severe Prohibition of Killing Oneself, and if Someone Commits Suicide 
with Something, He Will be Tormented with the Same in the Hellfire’, 1:107 
§113; and Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 13:329 §5989. 

2 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: 
‘The Strict Prohibition of Killing Oneself, and if Someone Commits Suicide with 
Something, He Will be Tormented with the Same in the Fire of Hell’, 1:103 
§109, 1:107 §113; and Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 13:329 §5989. 
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2.18 He Who Commits Suicide during Jihad Will Enter 
Hell 

According to a hadith narrated in Sahib al-Bukhart, 1 a Muslim 
soldier fought gallantly in one of the military expeditions. The 
Companions reported his valour to the Messenger of God 0, but 
he informed the Companions of his prophetic knowledge, telling 
them that he was one of the denizens of Hell. Upon hearing this, 
they felt astonished. Ultimately, when the man, unable to bear his 
injuries, committed suicide, they understood the reality of what 
the Prophet 0 said. The one who commits suicide is debarred 
from Paradise forever, irrespective of his valour and gallant 
performance as a soldier of God. 

Sahl b. Sa c d said, 

L^S & d^-3 djtesSlS t<OjlAA Jlj 0, 

tlgiCjl Sili Jl ^3 Jj t PAULS’ 

4JJ \0, JlSi .d'ks lj^-1 U t2?-l \0\ U 

J* 3 Jlii ! j&l Jil j* lla till'd! <&jjl Jil j* lLl gllil Jil j* 

*** ‘^3^1 liis lAMj'i 

iA2jSj JaJLs J^l?o :aAj4j Ajbij '-r’Gaj 

5} : Jlii .o)^U UJ : Jlii .ill Jj^3 3d! ig2>! : Jlii :|f| 

.jllll JjsI Ajjj t^UAJ jXj 12J aa^JI JjsI 

.<u£dl JjsI ja Jaj ^IaI! j3j Uls jOlt JjsI 

‘The Prophet 0 and the pagans met in battle, and would 
fight each other and then go back to their troops. There 
was a man amongst the Muslims who would not leave 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Expedition of Khaybar’, 4:1541 §3970; Muslim in 
al-Sahlb: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘The Severe Prohibition of 
Killing Oneself, and if Someone Commits Suicide with Something, He Will be 
Tormented with the Same in the Hellfire’, 1:106 §112.; Ibn Manda in al-Iman, 
2.1663 §644; and Abd b. Humayd in al-Musnad, 1:169 §459. 
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any of the pagans who were separated or alone, save that 
he would go to them and strike them with his sword. 
Someone said to the Messenger of God 0 , “O Messenger 
of God! What a great reward that man has! What a great 
reward indeed!” [Upon hearing] the Messenger of God 
0 said, “Indeed, he is from the people of the Fire”. The 
Companions said, “If he is from the people of the Fire, 
then who amongst us is from the people of Paradise?” A 
man amongst them said, “I will follow him around [and 
keep an eye on him]”. He went out with him and stopped 
whenever he stopped and hurried with him whenever 
he hurried. When he was wounded, he hastened his 
death by placing the hilt of his sword in the earth and 
its point at his breast and then fell on it and committed 
suicide. The man [who followed him around] went to the 
Messenger of God 0 and said, “I bear witness that you 
are the Messenger of God 01 ” He 0 asked him, “What 
happened?” The man informed him of what happened, 
upon which he 0 said, “Indeed, a man will do the acts 
of the people of Paradise — insomuch as it appears to 
people — even though he is from the denizens of the Fire; 
and indeed, a man will do the acts of the people of the 
Fire — insomuch as it appears to people — even though he 
is from the people of Paradise”.’ 1 

Abu Hurayra said, 

d-®' j* UAgdi 

U td&jl' Uli .jdJl 

tiajj jfi S3] ubl ii cii lsjJi d^-jli dj~°3 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Expedition of Khaybar’, 4:1541 §3970; Muslim in 
al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: ‘The Strict Prohibition of 
Killing Oneself, and if Someone Commits Suicide with Something, He Will be 
Tormented with the Same in the Fire of Hell’, 1:106 §112; Ibn Manda in al- 
Iman 2:663 §644; and Abd b. Humayd in al-Musnad, 1:169 §459. 
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tOl ^^3 .jUJl J^3 .OU *A3j 

Jill' 6l^ Uli .lljJ-i aj j£Jj c*Sj Ail :J 3 ij ^ 

tjlS'l 4&1 : Jlii cl^ 1 <Aj g|§| cA^*j2j JlAi J.g.itfi) 

’ll S^Jl J^-ju ^ 4jl ^dil ^ tSiUi 'j>\ p .UjLijj ill jCp Jif 

J^-JJb jLdl l*i* *ijj <011 tllj t<UA2d 

‘We participated in the Battle of Hunayn along with the 
Messenger of God 0 . The Messenger 0 said about a man 
who was considered to be a Muslim, “This man is from 
the denizens of the Fire”. When we were in the thick of 
the battle, that man fought bravely and was wounded. 
Later, someone said to the Messenger of God 0 , “O 
Messenger of God! That man whom you earlier said is 
from the denizens of the Fire fought bravely today and 
died”. The Prophet 0 said, “He is doomed to the Fire”. 

Some of the Muslims [not grasping what the Prophet 0 
said] were on the verge of doubt. As they were in that 
state, someone said that he did not die [of his wounds] 
but he is severely wounded. When nightfall came, he did 
not endure the pain of his wounds and committed suicide. 
When the Prophet 0 was informed of this he said, “God 
is the Greatest! I bear witness that I am God’s servant and 
Messenger”. Then he ordered Bilal to gather people, and 
he called out to them, proclaiming that only a Muslim 
soul will enter Paradise and that God aids this religion by 
means of a sinful person’. 1 

2.19 The Prophet H Did Not Offer the Funeral Prayer 
over People Who Committed Suicide 

We can infer the gravity of suicide from the fact that the 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: 
‘The Strict Prohibition of Killing Oneself, and if Someone Commits Suicide with 
Something, He Will be Tormented with the Same in the Fire of Hell’, 1:106 
Siii. 
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Messenger of God did not offer the funeral prayer over those 
who committed it. Its seriousness can be further inferred from 
the fact that the Prophet ^ would supplicate even for his worst 
enemies and offer the funeral prayer over avowed hypocrites, until 
the Divine order was revealed, commanding him to abandon that 
practice — but he would not offer the funeral prayer over the one 
who committed suicide. 

Imam Muslim reported from Jabir b. Samura who said, 

■ 9* jjS cJaitLij LJj £3 JJry. 0 'J\ 

‘Someone who killed himself with a spear was brought to 
the Prophet Jl but he did not pray over him’. 1 

Imam al-NasaT, Abu Dawud and Ahmad b. Hanbal cited the 
same report in the following words: 

Ul Ul 4111 JULS 4-^i.i JcLS Lit 

■ 9 * 

‘Ibn Samura reported that someone killed himself with 
a spear and the Messenger of God said, “As for me, I 
shall not pray over him”.’ 2, 

A deep study of Islamic teachings and thought reveals that 
Islam is a religion of peace, security and protection, and the true 
believers in the sight of God and His Messenger Jl are those who 
embody those qualities. Moreover, they also exemplify the lofty 
qualities of tolerance, forbearance and moderation. 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-jana'iz [The Book of Funeral 
Processions], chapter: ‘On Not Offering Prayer over Someone who Committed 
Suicide’, z:6yz §978. 

z Narrated by al-Nasa'I in al-Sunan: Kitab al-jana’iz [The Book of Funeral 
Processions], chapter: ‘On Not Offering Prayer over Someone who Committed 
Suicide’, 4:66 §1964; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-jana’iz [The Book 
of Funeral Processions], chapter: ‘The Imam Should Not Offer Prayer over 
Someone who Committed Suicide’, 3:206 §3185; and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al- 
Musnad, 5:92 §20891. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



The Unlawfulness of Indiscriminately Killing Muslims I 89 


On the other hand, there are people who — in the name of making 
God’s word uppermost — tread the dangerous path of hatred and 
prejudice, extremism and violence, injustice and oppression. They 
murder civilians and seize their wealth. Their claims to Islam are 
null and void. As false bearers of the banner of Islam and self- 
appointed defenders of faith, they do not have even the remotest 
link with Islam. 

One can gauge the real value Islam attaches to human life 
and security from the Qur’an. It declares that the murder of one 
individual is equal to murdering all of humanity and declares that it 
must be awarded capital punishment. Those who indiscriminately 
kill women and children are warned of a painful chastisement in 
the Hereafter. Since Islam does not allow the unjust killing of 
any individual, how can it possibly tolerate suicide attacks, bomb 
blasts, murder and revolt against the authority of the state that is 
charged with guaranteeing the safety and security of its citizens? 
Those who sit on the sidelines, passively participating in terrorism 
by motivating others to commit murder and shed blood, and those 
who actively commit violence, both have deviated from the straight 
path of Islam. Their behaviour brings Islam into disrepute. 
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3 . i No Discrimination Between the Killings of Muslim 
and Non-Muslim Citizens 

In the preceding pages, we demonstrated in the light of the Qur’an 
and prophetic traditions that Islam is a religion of peace that 
guarantees the protection of life, property and honour for all 
members of society, without any discrimination on the basis of 
caste, colour, race and religion. In this chapter we will establish 
that the protection of the life, honour and property of non-Muslim 
citizens living in any Islamic state or any non-Muslim country is 
a binding duty upon the Muslims in general and the Islamic state 
in particular. 

On the occasion of his Last Sermon, the Prophet 0 said, 
guaranteeing the protection of life, property and honour of the 
whole humankind, 

^ da* pSi Ui t)j 

dpb pjj J\ ^ 

‘Indeed your blood and your property and your honour 
are inviolable, like the inviolability of this day of yours 
and this month of yours and this land of yours until the 
day you meet your Lord’. 1 

Therefore, it is completely forbidden to kill anyone unjustly, or 
plunder his wealth, or humiliate him or malign his honour. 

Following this principle, killing Muslim and non-Muslim 
citizens — wherever they reside — is strictly prohibited on the basis 
of equality. It is clearly stated in the Qur’an, 

jpffi Jt iUJ jl m uJj ji) 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Hajj [The Book of Pilgrimage], 
chapter: ‘The Sermon During the Days of Mina’, 2:620 §1654; and Muslim in 
al-Sahih, 3:1305-130 6 §1679. 
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‘ Whoever kills a person [unjustly], except as a punishment 
for murder or [as a prescribed punishment for spreading] 
disorder in the land, it is as if he killed all of humanity’ d 

This verse uses the word ‘person’ [nafs\, which is a general 
expression that gives the verse a broad-based application. So in 
other words unjust killing is completely forbidden, no matter 
what religion, language or citizenship is held by the victim. This 
is a sin as grave as killing the whole of humanity. Therefore, the 
killing of non-Muslim citizens living in an Islamic state falls in the 
same category. 

3.2 The Massacre of Civilian Population and 
Considering it Lawful is an Act of Disbelief 

Killing a person is akin to disbelief. Imam Abu Mansur al-Maturldl, 
one of the Imams of Ahl al-Sunna z in theology, interpreted the 
verse: 

jl Jm U«ij 

‘ Whoever kills a person [unjustly], except as a punishment 
for murder or [as a prescribed punishment for spreading] 
disorder in the land, it is as if he killed all of humanity’* 

declaring that murder can be an act of disbelief. He wrote: 
tl UJlisi tjp- igils lull 
tl iL*?r Jsi 'iS&i JiSsi 

. . . IjilS - ' jt&I dd dr? 

Jsi jJ ijl JsSll ijfi aIAp id :J4? ^ j 

1 Qur’an 5:32. 

z Ahl al-Sunna : Literally, the people of the prophetic practice; the orthodox, 
Sunni majority, represented by the theological schools of Abu al-Hasan al-Asharl 
and Abu Mansur al-Maturldl and the four Sunni schools of jurisprudence. Ed. 

3 Qur’an 5:32. 
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. . . .IslS" ^Ip 3^J-U UJlSsi . ii_~>i!ij L^Jlp ^ytbi j( tgiiJ tils 
lj*»b lil Jj»lj j^sJ' Jjd ^j> cJjJ Sj^I lM J»b IJaj 

.iUiJb. 

Whoever declares lawful the killing of a person whose 
killing has been forbidden by God (except when there is a 
valid reason), it is as if he considers it lawful to kill all of 
humanity. This is because he disbelieves by his declaring 
lawful the killing of one whose killing is unlawful, which 
is akin to declaring lawful the killing of humanity entire; 
because the one who disbelieves in one verse from God’s 
Book disbelieves in the whole of it. . . . 

This verse contains another possible angle of 
interpretation, and it is as has been said: His murder of 
one person entails the same burden [in the Hereafter] as 
if he killed humanity entire. Another possible angle of 
interpretation is that it is necessary for everyone to make 
a collective effort to help and save the peaceful person 
from murder. So, when the murderer kills that harmless 
soul or attempts to harm it, it is as if he is attempting to 
do that to everyone. . . . This indicates that the verse was 
revealed as a ruling for the people of disbelief and the 
people of Islam together, if they sow corruption in the 
earth . 1 2 

In his al-Lubab ft Q ulum al-Kitab, Abu Hafs al-Hanball 
interpreted the Qur’anic verse, ‘ it is as if he killed all of humanity ’’ ,~ 
and declared that the murder of one individual is comparable 
to the killing of all of humanity, and he quoted the sayings of 
different Imams in support of this position. 

jJ U“A*aj US' ilglli; SSjSw L*jLi Jl 3 

1 Abu Mansur al-Maturldl, Ta’wilat Ahl al-Sunna, 3:501. 

2 Qur’an 5:32. 
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ill' :5ilxi Jlij 

Joi Ub lSs3 f Jl3j . l*ly<kST w r^bJ' J ^-2 UblSsi . tub*- jju 

^ul Jai Ji fuLp b_~?u ^ijl jis ^Uaalt j-? aIIp : i _ s Ju 

.Ul»^- 

liU^s j_ 5 ? OjiLjJ iijijj ill! 5 jjjI?4 jj jJi ijTj?- UjJ^ :^L*i iJJJ 
dUii O'" <$*$ jlaij 3 ! ijlUfli Jl ijisij id 

oi jp j« ijjb jj*U' •{*£* 4 J '^ jy?^ ^ uioJT 

^jt-^-j jjip aIII t)l IJ^ipts ^lip 'jjAaJ 
Jl3j . sjaS IJS" tsiUJJI :a!j3j 

sAa cJjj ^ t4 ^' Jj-'O 

j& ‘\ (J 33 iIaJ) jj> jjJaJl £lLa ^ Sj* 5 ?» 

JjliL OjkLjj aJLJT OjjjL?J :^!l*i dji i)l 

^ cJjJ Sj^JI :J lij tIJilS’JI liLbd 5lS"tlJbo iSAgj ou^jj 
jjiJl :J 4 ? ^ n r b^b\ jPjbapu Jjdlill £$**) ®J 4 *h dSl 

Js. ijiijij t^JUij ^3 t&i* bjk^u 

C*La?- l)J Islj tJjjlait ^liaS IjjlS” jtpwdt ^3 C— La^- lit <Uboh 4Ajs 5l 

^Jai ubj 'J dijlj 3dUj Jlii c jUw^l ^ 

j-; Cji (*iaP' bjij&j O-GJl ^ f"^J3 : 'j^d tolls' A?dl IAa tjjjiaJl 

.ijiAJl 1?- lia bH) 3j*5?U \j£c&-\j 

Mujahid said, ‘If someone kills a soul unjustly, he will go 
to Hell due to that murder, just as he would have gone 
to Hell if he killed humanity entire’. Qatada said, ‘God 
has made the reward for saving it [a life] tremendous 

and made the burden of sin [for taking a life unjustly] 

tremendous, too. This means that whoever declares it 
lawful for himself to kill a Muslim, it is as if he killed all 
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humanity’. Interpreting the same verse, al-Hasan al-Basrl 
said, ‘This means that he is liable to legal retribution 
[qisas] for killing it [the sinless soul] as would be the 
person who killed all of humanity’. 

God says: ‘Indeed, those who wage war against God and 
His Messenger and remain engaged in creating mischief in 
the land [i.e., perpetrate terrorism, robbery and burglary 
amongst people], their punishment is that they should be 
slain, or crucified, or their hands and their feet on opposite 
sides should be cut off, or that they should be exiled from 
the land. That is for them a humiliation in this world, and 
for them there is a terrible torment in the Hereafter — except 
those who turn to God in repentance before you overpower 
them. So, know that God is Most Forgiving, Ever-Merciful’ d 

The phrase in the verse, ‘yuharibiin Allah ’ (‘wage war 
against God’), implies that they wage war against the 
friends of God. That is the interpretation maintained by 
the overwhelming majority of scholars. Al-Zamakhsharl 
said, ‘They wage war against the Messenger of God, and 
waging war against the Muslims takes the same ruling as 
waging war against him’. This verse was revealed about 
the brigands [highway robbers: qutta‘ al-tanq ] amongst 
the Muslims, and [this position is held] by most of the 
jurists. z 

Indeed, God’s statement, ‘ Those who wage war against 
God and His Messenger and remain engaged in creating 
mischief in the land’, includes everyone who possesses 
these traits, whether he is a Muslim or a disbeliever. 
One cannot object or claim that the verse was revealed 
regarding the disbelievers, because the point of 
consideration is the generality of its expression, not the 
particular circumstance in which it was revealed . 1 * 3 If it is 


1 Ibid., 5=33-34- 

z Husayn al-BaghawI, Ma'dlim al-Tanzil, 1 : 33 ; and al-RazI, al-Tafsir al-kablr, 
11:196. 

3 This is a maxim of Qur’anic hermeneutics. Ed. 
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said that those who wage war [muharibun\ are those who 
join forces and who possess power and target the Muslims 
in their lives and wealth, and that they [the scholars] 
agree that if these traits are found amongst people of the 
desert wastelands — then they are brigands. And if these 
traits are adopted by a group residing in cities, al-AwzaT, 
Malik, Layth b. Sa c d and al-ShafiT all agree that they, 
too, are considered brigands and that the same prescribed 
punishment is to be applied against them. They stated 
that when their crimes take place in populated areas the 
sin is severer. They inferred this from the aforementioned 
verse and the generality of its expression, and because it 
is a prescribed punishment, and therefore it is no different 
from the other prescribed punishments . 1 

3.3 The Killing ol Non-Muslim Citizens Makes Paradise 
Forbidden for the Killer 

The non-Muslim citizens of an Islamic state enjoy the same rights 
and safeguards as their Muslim counterparts. The first right 
endowed upon them by the Islamic state is that of protection against 
external aggression and domestic oppression and encroachments, 
so they can live their life peacefully, inwardly and outwardly. 

Abu Bakra reported that the Prophet Jt said, 

&s- Sill lAfr? Js- Jt laiUi Jii 

‘Any Muslim who unjustly kills a non-Muslim with whom 
there is a peace treaty [mu c ahad\, God will make Paradise 
forbidden for him ’. 2 


1 Abu Hafs al-Hanbah, al-Lubab ft ulum al-Kitab, 7:301. 

2 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab al-qasama [The Book of Apportioning 
Wealth], chapter: ‘The Gravity of Killing Non-Muslim Citizens’, 8:2.4 §4747; 
Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Sacred Martial Struggle], 
chapter: ‘Fulfilling the Contract of a Non-Muslim Citizen and the Sanctity of 
His Contract’, 3:83 §1760; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:36, 38 §§10393, 
10419; al-Dariml in al-Sunan, 1:308 §1504; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 
1:154 §1631. Al-Hakim said, ‘This is a tradition with a rigorously authentic 
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c Abd Allah b. c Umar <$, reported that the Prophet 0 said, 

.UlP j* JbfjJ Ifsdj Sstilj *J lajsUw Jiii 

‘Anyone who kills a non-Muslim under treaty [mu c ahad\ 
will not smell the fragrance of Paradise, even though its 
fragrance can be smelt at a distance of forty years’. 1 

Therefore, the one who unjustly murders a non-Muslim citizen 
will not approach Paradise; rather, he will be kept away from it by 
a distance of forty years. Commenting on this hadith, Anwar Shah 
Kashmiri writes in his book Fayd al-Bari : 

l|jl L&\ liaUi JiLs 4JJ3 

jLi cJclj OlJ JsJ ^ U cJJfi Is 

I42M lists 5 ts Cidts (UaUd Jls \j>\ .aJbwJl . jlSdl 

Regarding his statement Jl, ‘Anyone who kills a non- 
Muslim under treaty [ mu'ahad ] will not smell the 
fragrance of Paradise, even though its fragrance can be 
smelt at a distance of forty years’, the quintessential 
meaning of it, dear brother, can be expressed as such: 

You know the gravity of sin for killing a Muslim, for 
its odiousness has reached the point of disbelief, and it 
necessitates that [the killer abides in Hell] forever. As for 
killing a non-Muslim citizen [mu'ahad], it is similarly no 
small matter, for the one who does it will not smell the 
fragrance of Paradise/ 


chain of transmission’. 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-jizya [The Book of Taxation for 
Non-Muslims Living in an Islamic State], chapter: ‘The Sin of Someone Who 
Kills a Non-Muslim Citizen Without His Having Committed a Crime’, 3:1155 
§2995; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood Money], 
chapter: ‘Someone Who Kills a Non-Muslim Citizen’, 2:896 § 2686; al-Bazzar 
in al-Musnad, 6:368 §2383. 

z Anwar Shah Kashmiri, Fayd al-Bari c ala Sahib al-Bukharl, 4:288. 
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3.4 The Unlawfulness of Killing Foreign Delegates and 
Religious Leaders 

Islam teaches peace and tolerance in national and international 
affairs. According to the teachings of the Qur’an and hadith, it 
is forbidden to kill a diplomat hailing from a hostile nation who 
comes to a Muslim state for the purpose of diplomacy. Many 
non-Muslim diplomats and delegates would come to the Prophet 
on various occasions and he not only treated them with the 
utmost respect, but also instructed his Companions to treat them 
well. It is even recorded that the representatives of Musaylama the 
liar, a false claimant to prophethood, visited the Prophet and 
confessed to their apostasy, yet the Prophet treated them well 
because they were diplomats. c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud ^ said, 

( a?" ' yj i) ^1 

Jydij ’.[0k <uil Jjij U^J Jlii alt ^y> 3 

ids' j! tdiji cJUT :Jiii Jjd.3 51 x£j :il 

.uicLM lailj 

‘I was in the presence of God’s Messenger 0 when this 
man [ c Abd Allah b. Nuwaha] and another man came 
as official representatives of Musaylama (the liar). The 
Messenger of God 0 asked them, “Do you bear witness 
that I am the Messenger of God?” They said to him, “We 
bear witness that Musaylama is the Messenger of God!” 

The Messenger of God 0 said to them, “I believe in God 
and His Messengers. Were I to execute ambassadors, I 
would have executed both of you”.’ 1 

See that despite the apostasy and disbelief of Musaylama’s 
followers, extreme tolerance was shown towards them. They were 
not punished in any way. Because they were diplomats, they were 

1 Narrated by al-Dariml in al-Sunan, 2:307 §2503; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al- 
Musnad, 1:404 §3837; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 5:205 §8675; Abu Ya la 
in al-Musnad, 9:31 §5097; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 3:54 §4378. 
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neither imprisoned nor ordered to be killed. 

According to a narration in the Musnad of Ahmad b. Hanbal, 1 
the Musannaf of c Abd al-Razzaq [al-San c anl] 2 and the Musnad 
of al-Bazzar, 3 it is impermissible to kill either diplomats or their 
diplomatic staff. 

The aforementioned hadith establishes that safeguarding the 
life of diplomats and foreign representatives is the Sunna of the 
Prophet |!L c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud £$, said, 

‘It is an established Sunna that ambassadors are not to 
be killed’. 4 

This statement of the Messenger of God set the precedent in 
international law with respect to diplomatic protection. This 
further illustrates that all the personnel staffed in an embassy on 
diplomatic assignments are entitled to the same treatment, and it 
is impermissible to kill them. In recent years in Pakistan and other 
parts of the world there have been a number of incidents where 
foreign diplomats and engineers have been kidnapped and killed. 
Unfortunately, those who commit these actions continue to call 
themselves Mujahidun [those who wage martial jihad] despite the 
fact that their actions completely contravene the teachings of the 
Prophet 0,. 

Just as foreign diplomats enjoy sanctity and protection in 
Islamic law, so too do non-Muslim religious leaders; it is strictly 
forbidden to kill them. c Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas ^ said, 

5 tljJUi : Jl3 lil 

‘When the Messenger of God 0, would dispatch his troops 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:390, 396 §3708, 3761. 

1 Narrated by c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:196 §18708. 

3 Narrated by al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 5:142 §1733. 

4 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:390 §3708. 
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he would say [to them], “Do not act treacherously, do not 
steal the spoils of war, do not disfigure the dead bodies, 
and do not kill children and priests”.’ 1 * 3 

This hadith establishes that, even during times of war — let alone in 
normal circumstances — it is impermissible to kill religious leaders. 

3.5 The Retribution [Qjsas] of Muslims and Non- 
Muslims is the Same 

In Islam, retribution is necessary when someone murders someone 
else intentionally, whether the victim is Muslim or non-Muslim; 
however, the payment of monetary compensation [diya\ is 
obligatory if it was an accidental killing. God says: 

‘And there is a [guarantee of] life for you in retribution, 

O wise people, so that you may guard [against bloodshed 
and destruction]’. z 

Regarding unintentional killing, God says, 
t)l <d»l ^J\ iiic Siij Siaji <U3j 

‘Whoever kills a Muslim unintentionally shall [be liable 
to] free a male or female Muslim and pay blood money, 
to be handed over to the heirs of the person slain, unless 
they forgo if A 

In the former verse, retribution, or the command to kill the 
murderer for his crime of murder, has been described. There is 
a complete consensus amongst the Muslim community that the 
unjust killer should be killed by way of retribution, unless the 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:330 §2728; Ibn Abl Shayba 
in al-Musannaf, 6:484 §33132; Abu Ya'la in al-Musnad, 4:422 §2549; and 
mentioned by Ibn Rushd in Biday at al-mujtahid, 1:281. 

z Qur’an 2:179. 

3 Ibid., 4:92. 
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heirs of the killed pardon the killer. The latter verse mentions 
monetary compensation. In Islamic law, if someone accidently and 
unintentionally kills someone else, he or she is ordered to pay 
blood money to the heirs of the killed. 
c Abd al-Rahman b. BaylamanI said, 

Jlii JaI 1 01 

• ^ 'j»\ p tAzfiXt Jij jp-1 u! ill Jjij 

‘There was a man from the Muslims who killed a man 
from the People of the Book. 1 The case was presented 
to the Prophet 0 and he said, “I am most responsible of 
all for fulfilling the rights of those under his care [non- 
Muslim citizens]”. Then he ordered [the killing of the 
Muslim killer by way of retribution] and he was killed’. 2 

The Prophet 0 explained retribution and monetary compensation 
in the following words: 

tjiiu 01 Is I j 01 Is] jIsAj j' 

dJU'i <bJj SktlJJl s\j‘\ Ots .<uah 01 Lstj 

.^jl <L>iAp Aii 

‘If someone’s relative is killed, or if one of his extremities 
is cut off, he may choose one of three options: he may 
retaliate, forgive or receive compensation. But if he 
wishes a fourth [something that exceeds the bounds set 
by the Shariah], you must hold him back [for God says,] 

“ After this, whoever exceeds the limits shall receive a 
painful punishment'” [Qur’an 5:94]. ’ 3 


1 Ahl al-Kitab, or, ‘the People of the Book’, is a term designating the Jews and 
the Christians. Ed. 

2 Cited by al-ShafiT in al-Musnad, p. 343; narrated by Abu Nu c aym in Musnad 
Abl Hanlfa, p. 104; cited by al-Shaybanl in al-Mabsut, 4:488; and narrated by 
al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:30 §15696. 

3 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-diyat [The Book of Blood 
Money], chapter: ‘The Leader Should Urge Forgiveness in the Matter of Shedding 
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It is clearly established from these prophetic traditions that 
Muslims and non-Muslims share an equal status with respect to 
monetary compensation and retribution. According to one report, 
c All b. Abl Jalib said, 

■*i fiJU l ja \l\ 

‘If a Muslim kills a Christian, he should be killed in 
retribution’. 1 

The Prophet 0 , also granted non-Muslims the same rights with 
regard to monetary compensation. He 0 , said, 

.jlUJl X>J> jL '3 %.* 

‘The blood money for a [peaceful] Jew, a Christian and 
every non-Muslim citizen is like that of the Muslim 
[i.e., their heirs receive the same amount of monetary 
compensation as a Muslim family]’. 2 

Imam Abu Hanlfa ^ said, 

JAJl Aji J-s j*g*f Aji 

‘The blood money for a [peaceful] Jew, Christian or 
Zoroastrian is equal to that of a free Muslim’. 3 

Imam Ibn Shihab al-Zuhrl said, 

jaji sjj jiU J jSo XQf- AaUaII Aji l)| 

‘During the reigns of Abu Bakr, 'Umar, 'Uthman and 'All 
&, the blood money for a non-Muslim citizen was equal 
to that of a free Muslim’. 4 

Blood’, 4:169 §4496; and 'Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:86 §18454. 

1 Cited by al-Shaybanl in al-Hujja, 4:349; and al-Shafi'I in al-Umm, 7:310. 

2 Narrated by 'Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:97-98; and cited by Ibn 
Rushd in Bidayat al-mujtahid, 1:310. 

3 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 5:407 §17448; and 'Abd al- 
Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:95, 97> 99- 

4 Cited by al-Shaybanl in al-Hujja, 4:351; and al-Shafi'I in al-Umm, 7:311. 
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The position of the Hanafl school of jurisprudence is that a 
Muslim should be killed in retribution for killing a non-Muslim 
citizen. This position is supported by the general import of the 
texts within the Qur’an and hadith, which make retribution 
obligatory. Muslim and non-Muslim blood shares an equal amount 
of inviolability and sanctity, without any discrimination. Imam al- 
NakhaT, Ibn Abl Layla, al-Sha c bl and ‘Uthman al-Battl also share 
this view held by the Hanafl school. 

A doubt may emerge from hearing the saying of the Prophet H, 

‘A Muslim is not to be killed in retaliation for murdering 
a disbeliever ’. 1 

So what does it mean? The jurists explained this and said that here 
the word ‘disbeliever’ does not imply a peaceful citizen: it signifies 
a combatant who is killed. There is to be no retribution in this 
case. This is an international law in effect in all countries of the 
world and there is no difference of opinion about it. 

The great jurist and Qur’anic exegete, Imam al-Jassas, stated 
that in this hadith, ‘a disbeliever’ means the non-Muslim in a state 
of war. It does not mean the non-Muslim who is a citizen of an 
Islamic state or a peaceful non-Muslim citizen of a non-Muslim 
state. z 

3.6 The Unlawfulness of Harming a Non-Muslim 
Citizen out of Revenge 

According to the Qur’an and Sunna, every person is responsible 
for his or her actions. According to this rule, only the doer of an 
act of injustice is liable to punishment, and no one else can be held 
responsible for that. The punishment for his or her crime cannot 
be awarded to his or her family, friends or tribe. God says, 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahth: Kitab al-Hlm [The Book of Knowledge], 
chapter: ‘On Writing Down Knowledge’, 1:53 §111. 

z Cited by Abu Bakr al-Jassas in Ahkam al-Quran, chapter: ‘A Muslim’s 
Murder of a Disbeliever’, pp. 140-144. 
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r&j J\ p j]i byj jj 5 o^> ^ c~r£> yj) 

i(djAlz?u <ui ^uS" Uj pipAs 

‘And whatever [sin] soul earns [its evil outcome] 

falls back upon it. And no bearer of burden will bear 
another’s burden. Then you are to return to your Lord 
alone, and He will inform you of that wherein you used 
to differ’ A 

Islam does not allow anyone to punish common people for the 
oppressive actions of oppressors. The Prophet 0, said, 

■ 'JH JJrj pfe i 

‘No man amongst them [the peaceful non-Muslim 
citizens] shall be punished as a penalty for the injustice of 
a coreligionist’. 1 2 

All of this clearly demonstrates that those who seek to exact 
revenge by terrorising and killing people from other nations 
oppose and violate the manifest Qur’anic injunctions and prophetic 
traditions. 


3.7 The Unlawfulness of Usurping the Wealth of Non- 
Muslims 


In Islam, it is unlawful to usurp the wealth of others. God says, 


Li [ji IjASTiJ Lgj IjliJj JJaljJL {*£~i yp 

(Uilj ^ 


‘And do not eat up one another’s wealth amongst 
yourselves through injustice, nor take wealth to the 
authorities [as a bribe] so that, this way, you may swallow 


1 Qur’an 6:164. 

2 Cited by Abu Yusuf in Kitab al-kharaj, p. 78; and al-Baladhurl in Futuh al- 
buldan, p. 90. 
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a portion of others’ wealth unfairly, while you are aware 
[that this is a sin]’. 1 * 

The Prophet 0 has also forbidden the pilfering of others’ wealth 
and property. He said, 

■f'j 5 1 

‘Indeed, your blood and your property are unlawful to 
you’. z 

Like the life of non-Muslim citizens, the protection of their 
property is also the responsibility of the Muslim state. There is 
a consensus amongst the Muslims over this matter. Imam Abu 
TJbayd al-Qasim b. Sallam, Ibn Zanjawayh, Ibn Sa‘d and Abu 
Yusuf have all cited the provision of the Prophet’s agreement with 
the Christians of Najran: 

4^' 4^ij <&' 

iyt U ‘jij ipf&j i*4irr^3 

‘Indeed, Najran and her allies are under the protection 
of God and the guarantee of the Messenger of God |l. 

They are to be protected in their wealth, lives, lands and 
religion; this includes those who are present and those 
who are absent amongst them; and their families, goods 
and everything in their possession, be it plentiful or 
scarce’. 3 

The letter ‘Umar wrote to Abu ‘Ubayda i$i, the then Governor 
of Syria, also contains similar provisions, 

1 Qur’an 2:188. 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-Hajj [The Book of Pilgrimage], 
chapter: ‘The Sermon During the days of Mina’, 2:620 §1654. 

3 Cited by Abu Yusuf in al-Kharaj, 78; Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in Kitab 
al-amwal, p. 244-245 §503; Ibn Sa‘d in al-Tabaqat al-kubra, 1:288, 358; Ibn 
Zanjawayh in Kitab al-amwal, pp. 449-450 §732; and al-Baladhurl in Futuh 
al-buldan, p. 90. 
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ji'ij ipf. 1 st 544 * 5 ' 

‘See to it that you prohibit the Muslims [under your 
command] from oppressing them [the non-Muslim 
citizens], harming them or illegally plundering their 
wealth ’. 1 

‘All b. Abl Jalib said, 

,\ 3 \ jits' liUaS" ijJju UJ] 

‘The non-Muslim citizens pay the tax z so that their blood 
and property should be as inviolable as ours ’. 3 

So much importance has been associated with the life, property 
and honour of the non-Muslim citizens that the Muslim state 
has been equally charged with protecting them as it protects the 
Muslim citizens. In fact, the Muslims have been prohibited from 
destroying the pork and wine belonging to non-Muslim citizens, 
and if they do, they must pay a fine. The famous book of Hanafl 
jurisprudence, al-Durr al-mukhtar, states, 

.aAIjI lit : \y&- <iils ' j * .>< 

‘The Muslim who destroys his [the Christian’s] wine and 
pork is legally responsible for paying its price ’. 4 

Islam has forbidden theft and prescribed strict punishment for 
it. When a woman from the Quraysh tribe committed theft during 
the time of the Prophet H, he ordered the prescribed punishment 
to be imposed on her. When people requested him to soften the 
punishment he H said, 

icJSj— > 55 jJ caUt 

1 Cited by Abu Yusuf in al-Kharaj, p. 15Z. 

z A tax levied on the non-Muslim citizens of an Islamic state in lieu of military 
service. Ed. 

3 Cited by Ibn Qudama in al-Mughni, 9:181; and al-ZaylaT in Nash al-raya, 
3:381. 

4 Al-Haskafl, al-Durr al-mukhtar, z:zz3; and al-Shaml, Radd al-muhtar , 3^73. 
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‘By God, had my daughter Fatima stolen, I would have 
applied the prescribed punishment upon her, too ’. 1 * 

Imam Yahya b. Sharaf al-NawawI writes, 

JUS" tijs jtj Ju 5 ] 

‘In this context, the wealth of the non-Muslim citizen, 
the non-Muslim under agreement of protection and the 
apostate is certainly like the wealth of a Muslim’. z 

Imam Ibn Qudama al-Hanball mentioned that the prescribed 
punishment should be enforced if the possessions of a non-Muslim 
are stolen, just as it is imposed when a Muslim’s belongings are 
stolen . 3 Ibn Hazm mentioned that there is no disagreement that 
the prescribed punishment should be applied on the Muslim who 
steals the possessions of a non-Muslim citizen . 4 Ibn Rushd said 
that there is a consensus on this point . 5 

The Muslim and non-Muslim citizens are equal in the eyes of 
Islamic law when it comes to the theft of belongings. If a Muslim 
steals the belongings of a non-Muslim, the prescribed punishment 
will be enforced upon him, and if he unlawfully seizes his wealth, 
a discretionary punishment from the ruler [ta c zJr] will be carried 
out. Islam has given so much importance to the belongings of 
non-Muslims that every item of their belongings, which they so 
declare, is to be safeguarded, though it may not fall in the category 
of belongings in the eyes of the Muslims, such as wine and pork. 
If anyone destroys the wine belonging to a Muslim, neither a 
prescribed punishment nor a discretionary punishment will be 
enforced against him. On the other hand, if a Muslim destroys the 
wine and pork belonging to a non-Muslim, he will be required to 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahth : Kitab al-Anbiya ’ [The Book of the 
Prophets], chapter: ‘The Tradition of the Cave’, 3:iz8z §3 z88; and Muslim in 
al-Sahih: Kitab al-hudud [The Book of Prescribed Punishments], 3:1315 §1688. 

z Yahya al-NawawI, Shark Sahib Muslim, iz:y. 

3 Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI, al-Mughni, 9 :iiz. 

4 Ibn Hazm, al-Muhalla, 10:351. 

5 Ibn Rushd, Bidayat al-mujtahid, z-.zyy. 
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pay a fine, because both wine and pork are considered a part of 
the non-Muslim’s belongings. 

3.8 Humiliating Non-Muslim Citizens is Forbidden 

Just as the humiliation and violation of a Muslim’s dignity is 
forbidden in Islam, it is also forbidden to disgrace and dishonour 
a non-Muslim citizen. No Muslim is allowed to abuse a non- 
Muslim, or slander or attribute falsehood to him or her. Islam 
also restrains its followers from making mention of any flaw in 
the person of a non-Muslim, which may be associated with his or 
her self, family or lineage. 

Once, the son of c Amr b. al- c As, the Governor of Egypt, punished 
a non-Muslim unjustly. When a complaint of this injustice reached 
Caliph ‘Umar he made the non-Muslim Egyptian publically 
exact the same punishment upon the Governor’s son, and uttered 
the historic sentence, which according to some researchers 
characterized the struggle during the French Revolution: 

Ujtpd aij pi£j££>\ 

‘Since when have you regarded people as your slaves, 
while their mothers gave birth to them as free men?’ 1 2 

Harming a non-Muslim citizen with one’s tongue and hands 
and abusing him or her is no less forbidden than doing so to a 
Muslim. In al-Durr al-mukhtar it is stated: 

‘All harm must be kept from him [the non-Muslim citizen] 
and it is forbidden to backbite him — just as it is for a 
Muslim’. 2, 

Imam Shihab al-Dln al-Qarafl, the famous Malik! jurist, wrote 
in his book al-Furuq about the rights of non-Muslim citizens: 


1 Narrated by al-Hindi in Kanz al- ummal, 2:455. 

2 Al-Haskafl, al-Durr al-mukhtar, z:zz3; Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shaml, Radd al- 
muhtar, 3^73-2,74. 
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^ i-srjj <U.Ah aiip 5] 

csixpl d~*ij 

jjjJ <Ujj <Ujj t<Ult <Uj Aiii cd*P Jl sji jJj 

The dhimma contract for non-Muslims establishes 
certain rights that they have upon us because they live 
in proximity to us and are under our protection and care 
and the care of God and the Messenger of God 0> and 
the religion of Islam. So whoever transgresses against 
them — even if by an evil word or through backbiting — 
has neglected the guarantee of God, His Messenger |l 
and the religion of Islam. 1 * 

Ibn c Abidln al-Shaml writes about the rights of non-Muslim 
citizens: 

- Sdp lils tUJ U il C*£-j <Ulll 

That is because due to the contract about non-Muslims, 
he [a non-Muslim] deserves the same rights as we do; 
and since it is unlawful to backbite a Muslim, it is also 
unlawful to backbite him [a non-Muslim], Nay, they [the 
jurists] have said that oppression meted out to a non- 
Muslim citizen is even severer [in sin]. z 

Al-KasanI regarded the rights of Muslims and non-Muslims as 
equal in his book Bada'i c al-sand'i c : 

.Icip U Ul U *4! 

‘Non-Muslim citizens enjoy the same rights that are 
enjoyed by us (Muslims), and they have the same 
responsibilities as we do’. 3 


1 Al-Qarafl, al-Furviq, 3:14. 

z Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shaml in Radd al-muhtar, 3:2.73, 274. 

3 Narrated by al-Kasanl in Bada’r al-sana i', 7:111. 
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The aforementioned sayings of the jurists prove that it is the 
collective responsibility of all Muslims to protect the honour of 
non-Muslim citizens. 

The Prophet enjoined his followers to treat non-Muslim 
citizens with excellence. It is the duty of the Islamic state to 
guarantee the protection of the non-Muslim citizens against 
oppression, wrongs and excesses. If the Islamic state fails to 
deliver justice and security to its non-Muslim citizens, the Prophet 
declared that he would be the advocate of such oppressed 
people and that he would restore to them their rights on the Day 
of Judgment. 

The Prophet 0 , said, 

JJu lilii <Ua iAl j! i<U 3 li> (3J S AMS ' Jl lA.jtfiu.it jl (IAaUa JJS 

.jUUijJl tils 

‘Beware! Whoever wrongs a non-Muslim citizen, or 
diminishes any of his rights, or imposes on him more 
than he can bear, or takes anything from him without his 
consent, I shall plead on his [the latter’s] behalf on the 
Day of Resurrection’. 1 

The goal behind the Prophet’s saying was to make the Muslim 
society realize its responsibility towards the rights of its non- 
Muslim citizens, so that they do not falter in discharging this duty. 

3.9 The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens from 
Internal and External Aggression 

According to Islamic law, the protection of non-Muslim citizens 
is one of the duties of the state. If any person — irrespective of his 
association with any nation, religion or state — commits aggression 
against a non-Muslim citizen and oppresses him or her, it is the 

1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-kharaj wa al-imara wa al-fay ’ 
[The Book on the Land Tax, Leadership and Spoils Acquired without Fighting], 
3:170 §3052; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubrd , 9:205 §18511; and al-Mundhirl 
in al-Targhib wa al-tarhib, 4:7 §4558. Al- c AjlunI said in Kashf al-khafa' that the 
chain of this tradition is good [hasan] (2:342). 
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responsibility of the state to protect that non-Muslim citizen, even 
if such protection entails entering into a war. God says, 

j \y\Sf Uj 

‘And We seized [the rest of] the people who committed 
injustice [actively or passively] with a very harsh 
punishment because they were disobeying" A 

The Qur’an threatens with torment those who oppress others, but 
it gives an ever harsher warning to those who allow oppression to 
go unchallenged. 

Islam has laid great emphasis on the protection of non-Muslim 
citizens against internal violence and oppression and has made 
their protection the duty of the Islamic state. Islam does not allow 
any Muslim citizen to encroach upon the rights of non-Muslim 
citizens or resort to oppression and violence against them, verbally 
or physically. 

There are many Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions that 
reveal the calamitous repercussions and painful results of atrocities 
and oppression, in this world and in the Hereafter. Special 
injunctions prohibit oppressing non-Muslim citizens in particular. 

A hadith reported in the Sunan of Abu Dawud has already been 
mentioned in which the Prophet 0 , declared that, on the Day of 
Judgment, he will act as an advocate for the oppressed. Another 
hadith dealing with the same subject has been reported by c Abd 
Allah b. Mas c ud ^ in which the Prophet said, 

.<UUL!l »JJ v- AjdtU>~ cds" L&XLqA- Ul3 liaj 

‘Whoever hurts a non-Muslim citizen, I shall be his 
opponent. And when I am someone’s adversary, I shall 
overcome him on the Day of Resurrection’. 1 


1 Qur’an 7:165. 

z Narrated by al-Khatlb al-Baghdadl in Tankh Baghdad with an excellent 
chain of transmission (8:370); and cited by Badr al-Dln al- Aynl in 'Umdat al- 
qart, 15:89. 
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The contemporary nation-states are responsible for taking all 
necessary measures to safeguard the lives of their citizens, including 
Muslims and non-Muslims, against any external aggression or 
war. Since the government is the repository of legal, political and 
economic powers coupled with military power, it is obligatory 
on the governments to take all required steps for their protection 
against any internal danger. c All the Leader of the Faithful, said, 

tiSUaS" OjScJ Ijlij UJJ 

‘The non-Muslim citizens pay the tax so that their blood 
and property should be as inviolable as ours’. 1 

One of the books of Hanball jurisprudence, Matalib uli al- 
nuha, states, 

uUw? yij j \£j\ ajjaJi iJa 

‘It is the duty of the Muslim government to give complete 
protection to its non-Muslim citizens against suffering 
and torture of every kind, because of their being residents 
in the Islamic state’. z 

If any external power chooses to flex its military muscle against 
the non-Muslim citizens of an Islamic state and aims to attack 
them in any manner, it is incumbent upon the Islamic government 
to take urgent measures to protect them. In his book al-Furuq, 
Imam al-Qarafl quoted a saying of Ibn Hazm from his book 
Maratib al-ijma , 

. Oji ij ilj jl UiU- 

‘It is obligatory for us to go out and wage war against 
them [who aggress against the non-Muslim citizens of an 


1 Cited by Ibn Qudama al-Maqdisi in al-Mughni, 9:181; and al-Zayla c i in Nash 
al-raya, 3:381. 

z Mustafa b. Sa'd, Matalib uli al-nuha, 2:602-603. 
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Islamic state] with military might, even though we may 
die in the process ’. 1 2 

This is also the viewpoint of Ibn Taymiyya. When the Mongols 
occupied Syria, Ibn Taymiyya went to the king for the release 
of the prisoners. The Mongol leadership showed their willingness 
to release the Muslim prisoners, but refused to release the non- 
Muslim citizens. Ibn Taymiyya said, ‘We will not be happy unless 
all the prisoners from amongst the Jews and the Christians are 
released. They are our non-Muslim citizens and we will not leave 
any of our prisoners in captivity, whether they belong to the non- 
Muslim or Muslim population’. When the king saw the force 
of Ibn Taymiyya’s arguments and his unrelenting insistence, he 
ordered the release of all Muslim and non-Muslim prisoners/ 

It is clear in the light of the Qur’anic verses, prophetic 
traditions and sayings of the jurists that no Muslim has the right 
to kill a non-Muslim citizen merely on the basis of his being non- 
Muslim, and it is unlawful to plunder his wealth or dishonour 
him. In addition, Islam not only guarantees the protection of the 
life, honour and property of non-Muslim citizens, but it also gives 
complete protection to their places of worship. 


1 Shihab al-Din al-Qarafi, al-Furuq, 3:14-15. 

2 Ibn Taymiyya, Majmu c a al-fatawa, 28:617-618. 
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4-i Preliminary Remarks 

According to the Islamic laws on war, it is prohibited to wage 
war against neutral countries, even if there are major ideological 
disagreements with them. Islam has enjoined upon its followers 
to remain peaceful with neutral people, because Islam does not 
approve of needless war or senseless conflict. It respects every 
human life and ensures that the sanctity and dignity of humanity 
is upheld at all times. God says in the Qur’an, 

jld-5 1 JiJL aAJ lyiyS" jjdjt 

4 , lii iJUl 0 ) aJJT i— ; ijji 4 * *s[i 

‘O yoM ud?o believe! Stand firm for God, witness in 
justice, and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you 
from being just. Be just; that is closer to righteousness. 

And fear God. Indeed, God is Well-Informed of what 
you do’. 1 

This verse prohibits the believers from exceeding the limits or 
resorting to oppressive measures in their interactions with other 
nations, despite the extreme hostility that may be between them. 
Imam al-Qurtubl explained this verse, quoting Abu c Ubayda and 
al-Farra’, ‘This phrase “la yajrimannakum [do not let .. . prevent 
you]” means that you should not let your hatred of a people cause 
you to transgress the truth and engage in falsehood or swerve 
from justice to oppression’. 2 

Similarly, with regard to the prohibition of indiscriminate 
massacre, God says, 

j&A J* ^yr/4 °p3 P y} 

f aJdT 5l pbj jjpi 


1 Qur’an 5:8. 

2 Muhammad al-Qurtubl, al-jami li ahkdm al-Qur’an, 6 : 45. 
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‘ God does not forbid you of those who do not fight 
you because of religion and do not expel you from your 
homes — from being righteous towards them and treating 
them justly. Indeed, God loves the just’. 1 

The terrorists who indiscriminately murder people through bomb 
blasts, suicide bombings and other means of destruction, without 
any distinction for religion, race, colour and creed, argue that, 
since the foreign powers are doing their utmost to occupy Muslim 
lands, and since the Muslims have been subjected to war, they 
are fully justified in adopting terrorism as a tactic. This is a false 
argument. The divine injunction, ‘do not let the hatred of a people 
prevent you from being jusf, clearly enjoins that no nation or group 
of people can be allowed to abandon justice and adopt oppression 
as a policy. According to Imam al-Qurtubl, it is established from 
the Qur’an that Islam orders tolerance, moderation, balance and 
harmony under all circumstances — so much so that the massacre 
of peaceful people is strictly prohibited even in times of war. 

The condemnation of terrorism and the arguments against it 
are evident. If we, for a moment, accept the view of the terrorists 
and extremists who argue that they are waging a jihad against 
anti-Islamic forces, still their activities are outside of the pale of 
Islamic laws on war. 

4.2 The Unlawfulness of Killing Non-Muslim Women 

Many people are killed in non-Muslim countries, in addition 
to Muslim countries, in the unending wave of terrorism. The 
terrorists invoke the anti-Islamic actions of non-Muslim countries 
to justify their terrorism, and contend that since these governments 
play a role in either killing Muslims or getting them killed 
through different means, they are justified in killing their citizens 
in retaliation. This argument is contrary to the fundamental 
teachings of Islam and contravenes the character of Islam. Islam 
does not allow the killing of peaceful non-Muslims in times of 
war — much less in times of peace. Islam’s jurisprudential tradition 


1 Qur’an 60:8. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



The Unlawfulness of Terrorism against Non-Muslims .. . I 121 


has articulated what is called in the West, the Just War Theory, 
and has detailed regulations that guide the conduct of its soldiers 
during war. Thus, the killing of women during war is prohibited. 
c Abd Allah b. c Umar said, 

jp dill Jjij 1 ^ Jjij ^ 9^1 0.brj 

. Ot-ioilj Jai 

‘A woman was found slain in one of the expeditions. 
Upon this the Messenger of God JJ, forbade the killing of 
women and children’. 1 

Ibn Battal and Imam al-NawawI have both supported this 
standpoint in Shark Sahih al-Bukhari (5:186) and Shark Sahih 
Muslim. (12:37), respectively, and declared that killing women is 
in direct contravention to Islamic teachings. There is also a hadith 
narrated by c Abd al-Razzaq in his Musannaf , al-ShafiT in his al- 
Musnad, al-TahawI in Shark ma'am al-athar and al-Bayhaql in al- 
Sunan al-kubra from the son of Ka c b b. Malik ^ who mentioned 
that when the Prophet dispatched an army to Ibn Abl Haqlq, 
he forbade the killing of women and children. 2 Abu ThaTaba said, 

.oiaijiij *u3i jai jp 0 ii jp 

‘The Messenger of God prohibited the murder of 
women and children’. 3 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of 
Martial Jihad and Battles], chapter: ‘Killing Women in War’, 3:1098 §2852; 
Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of Martial Jihad and 
Battles], chapter: ‘The Unlawfulness of Killing Women and Children during 
War’, 3:1364 §1744; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-siyar [The Book of 
Military Expeditions], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About the Killing of 
Women and Children’, 4:136 §1569; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-jihad 
[The Book of Martial Jihad], 2:947 §2841; and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
2:22 §4739. 

2 Narrated by c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 5:202 §9385; al-ShafiT in al- 
Musnad, p. 238; cited by al-TahawI in Shark ma'am al-athar, 3:221; and by 
al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:77 §17865. 

3 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu jam al-awsat, 7:113 §7011. 
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4.3 The Unlawfulness of Killing the Children of Non- 
Muslims 

The strict and total prohibition prescribed against killing peaceful 
non-Muslim children is another humane principle of Islam. 
Compare and contrast the actions of the self-proclaimed defenders 
of Islam with those of the Prophet 0 ; the reality will be laid bare for 
everyone to see and the intentions of these terrorist elements will 
become clear. Would that they had held the prophetic traditions in 
due esteem and felt shame while shaping their destructive designs! 

Quoting a letter of Ibn ‘Abbas Imam Muslim wrote in his 
collection: 

,t)U Jsij bli tilled' (jiL ^1' dj^j dl 

‘Indeed, the Messenger of God 0 did not kill children; so 
you must not kill them either’. 1 

In another hadith, the Prophet 0 forbade the Companions — 
with very harsh words — from killing the children of non-Muslims, 
and repeated his prohibition for effect. Aswad b. SarT ^ said, 

\j&3 li\ ^1 (*4! JP" 9'jp ^ & 

IjJCsi t)l Jtj U :Jl ii ^Li tSyill 

4* Jjij u; (d .S$ ?a3jlli 

: Jli Wjl 

‘We were once in a battle and gained the upper hand 
and killed many of the pagans, including some children. 
News of this reached the Messenger of God 0 and he 
said, “What is wrong with some people that they went 
so far as to kill children? Beware! Do not kill children at 
all! Beware! Do not kill children at all!” Someone asked, 
“Why, O Messenger of God? Are they not the children of 
the pagans?” He 0 replied, “Are the best amongst you 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of 
Martial Jihad and Battles], 3:1444 §1812. 
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not from the children of pagans?”’ 1 2 

In another narration it reads: ‘A man said, “O Messenger of 
God! They are only the children of the pagans!” He 0 replied, 

,s2jlh jfi id 

“The best of you are children of pagans. Beware! Children 
must not be killed”.’ 2. 

None would know about the need for spiritual excellence in 
fighting for God’s sake more than the Companions of the Prophet 
0 ; these paragons of love and obedience deserve a lasting tribute 
for having acted upon the instructions of the Prophet 0 , and 
observed the finest details of the laws of war, without transgressing 
their limits. c Atiya al-QurazI said, 

VdULiJl 4' Ul \j£jlA 1 jbw £j> Jjiwi 

.Jail ^Jj Chilli c C A-’ 0A IjJials 

‘I was amongst those judged by Sa c d b. Mu c adh [when he 
was given the authority to decide the fate of the plotters 
of Banu Qurayza], but they were in doubt about me: was 
I to be counted amongst the children or amongst those 
who engaged in hostilities? So to find the answer, they 
examined my pubic regions and saw that I had yet to grow 
pubic hair [and thus was underage], so they grouped me 
with the children and I was spared’. 3 

1 Narrated by al-Nasa’T in al-Sunan al-kubra: Kitab al-siyar [The Book of 
Military Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Prohibition of Killing the Children of the 
Pagans’, 5:184 §8616; al-Dariml in al-Sunan , z:zp4 ^463; al-Hakim in al- 
Mustadrak, z:i33-i34 §§2566-2567; and al-Tabaranl in al-Mujam al-kabir, 
1:284. 

2 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:435 §§15626-15627; and 
al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:77 §17868. 

3 Narrated by Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih: Kitab al-siyar [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], 11:109 §4788; Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:179 §i874z; 
al-Tabaranl in al-Mujam al-kabir, 17:164 §434; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan 
al-kubra, 6:166 §11098. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



iz4 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 

Regarding the prohibition of killing non-Muslim women, 
children and elderly folk during war, the respected Hanafl jurist, 
Imam al-SarakhsI, wrote in his magnum opus, al-Mabsiit: 

j&j JiJ 

4jl MJ 5 <ui3 .oil P ]l ^3 i Jw^jcu*o Uj) .bid I ' j-ft 

sUJli Jai jp ^ 51 d4a?di ^ «.i£- aij .djkiVu y ijjii'iii 

iljiilj .^£4 Ijlbil :Jl3j .tMaJjJlj 

:<01l JlS . jlija^fl jUiaJl 

1^45 i :5uii ^1 Ojjd ^ 

.Jiiij ^ Gii iUL*«b 44 s *ij ipp 9 

The Prophet H said, ‘Do not kill children [walid]’. In 
the [Arabic] language, the word walld means one who is 
born [mawlud\; and every human being [ adami ] is born; 
however, customarily this word is only used for young 
children. Therefore, in it is proof that it is impermissible to 
kill the young children amongst them [the non-Muslims], 
as long as they are not fighting. It is mentioned in a 
hadith that the Prophet H forbade the killing of women 
and children, and said, ‘Kill the [warring] elders of the 
pagans [during the state of war] and keep alive their 
subordinates’. What is meant by ‘elders’ are the adults 
amongst them, and what is meant by ‘subordinates’ are 
their followers amongst the young and the womenfolk. 

To ‘keep alive’ here means to take them as captives. 

God says, ‘ And they kept their women alive ’. 1 2 And it is 
mentioned in Abu Bakr’s ^ dictated commands to Yazld 
b. Abl Sufyan: ‘Kill neither a feeble old man nor a fragile 
young child’; in other words, an elderly man and young 
child do not fight. z 

1 Qur’an 40:25. 

2 Al-SarakhsI, al-Mabsiit, 10:5-6. 
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4.4 The Unlawfulness of Killing Elderly Non-Muslims 

Islam has strictly and unequivocally forbidden the killing of the 
elderly during war. This principle is illustrated in many prophetic 
traditions. 

Imam Abu Dawud narrates on the authority of Anas b. Malik 
& that the Prophet H said, 

HvyS % % cVlt % itid \A_2- \jkij i 

‘Do not kill any feeble old man, or any infant or young 
child or woman’. 1 

Imam Ibn Abl Shayba narrates on the authority of al-Dahhak ^ 
who said, 

• ^ 

‘The Prophet used to forbid the killing of women and 
feeble old men’. 2 

Imam Ibn Abl Shayba also narrates on the authority of Rashid b. 
Sa c d who said, 

.Aj CS'ly? y Jli °Jc- ^ 4^11 Jjij 

‘The Messenger of God 0 , forbade the killing of women, 
children and the infirm’. 3 

Imam al-Bayhaql narrated a hadith from ‘All that when the 
Prophet 0 . would dispatch an army, he would advise them, 

OJiij djjAJ 'ij X? IjJJj Ij£sAj 

'jj 'j&i 3 *1] 

‘Do not kill a young boy, a woman or an old man. Do 

1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitdb al-jihad [The Book of Martial 
Jihad], 3:37 §2614; Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:483 §33118; and al- 
Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubrd, 9:90 §17932. 
z Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf , 6:484 §33133. 

3 Ibid., §33135- 
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not cause fountains to dry up and do not destroy any 
trees, except those which cause hindrance during war. 
Mutilate neither a human nor an animal, and do not 
break a promise or breach a trust’. 1 


Jubayr b. Nufayl said, 

% :J6 .ill J4J j>Jl :Jl5 $ : Jlli > 

Cam i Jlli Vj til 

.gH ill Jjij : JlS Vila 


‘A man passed by Thawban J^, so he [Thawban] asked 
him, “Where do you intend to go?” The man said, “I 
want to wage battle in the path of God”. Thawban then 
said to him, “If war booty comes your way, do not steal 
from it, and do not kill an old man or a young boy”. 
Upon hearing this, the man asked him, “From whom did 
you hear this?” Thawban replied, “From the Messenger 
of God H”.’ 2 


4.5 The Unlawfulness of Killing the Religious Leaders 
of Non-Muslims 

Islam has forbidden its adherents from killing the religious leaders 
of non-Muslims during the course of war and after the battles have 
ceased. There is no justification for fighting against non-Muslim 
religious leaders and children if they do not engage in war. The 
perpetrators are putting to shame the great values of Islam and its 
culture of toleration. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal quoted Ibn c Abbas 
who said that the Prophet would issue clear instructions 
when dispatching an army to go into battle. He |l would say, 

'LiMxlfi I ttllaijJl tlj&ii tlji»3 Slj t ljjO*j y 


1 Narrated by al-Bayhaqi in al-Sunan al-Kubra, 9:90 §17934. 

2 Narrated by Ibn c Asakir in Tankh Dimashq al-kabir, 17:404. 
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‘Break no promise, steal not from the spoils of war and 
do not mutilate bodies or slay children or monks’. 1 * 

Imam Ibn Abl Shayba mentions another hadith from Ibn ‘Abbas 
in which the Prophet Jl said as he dispatched an army, 

‘Do not kill those who tend to the monasteries’. 1 

Imam Ibn Abl Shayba also quotes Thabit b. Hajjaj al-Kilabl, who 
reported that Abu Bakr stood up, praised God and said to 
people, 

.juipdi J L * ijJi i !*i1 

‘Beware, no [non-combatant] priest tending to his 
monastery should be killed’. 3 

Imam al-Bayhaql narrates that SaTd b. al-Musayyab reported 
that Abu Bakr al-Siddlq would always say to the Islamic army 
as he dispatched it for jihad, 

tJialjJi ij&aj ^ 3 

,<d a b Uj 

‘Do not drown or burn date-palm trees. Do not kill any 
animal. Do not cut down a fruit-bearing tree. Do not 
demolish a church. And do not kill any children or old 
people or women. Soon you shall you come upon people 
who have secluded themselves in cloisters; you must leave 
them to engage in that for whose sake they have secluded 
themselves’. 4 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:358 §2728. 

1 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:484 §33132; Abu Ya la in 
al-Musnad, 5:59 §2650; al-TahawI in Sharh ma'anl al-athar, 3:225; and al- 
Daylaml in Musnad al-firdaws, 5:45 §7410. 

3 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:483 §33127. 

4 Narrated by al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:85 §17904. 
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Likewise, another tradition reported by Salih b. Kaysan and 
narrated by Imam al-Bayhaql mentions that Abu Bakr al-Siddlq & 
said as he was dispatching the Islamic army towards Syria, 

UJ tlk ^3) faJjt Is Uljii 

Vj Ijj \jfkS Vj i\Qj Vj coital Vj t\kjk lj&2J Vj il 

Vj tiiSjAJ Vj jSptJ Vj V] Vi *3^-’ 

• J&j Vj 4 Vj tjiii Vj 4 jOiu" 

‘You shall soon come upon people who have secluded 
themselves in monasteries; you must leave them to engage 
in that for whose sake they have secluded themselves. Do 
not kill an old, feeble man or a woman or a child. Do 
not damage any populated area. Do not cut down trees 
needlessly. Do not kill animals unless it is for a benefit 
[to feed others]. Do not burn down date-palm trees or 
drown them. Do not commit any treachery. Do not 
mutilate (anyone). Do not behave cowardly. And do not 
take anything without right when distributing the spoils 
of war’. 1 

In the light of these clear injunctions that prohibit killing the 
religious leaders of non-Muslims, what interpretation can one give 
to the self-styled and the misplaced religious concepts of those 
who murder Islamic religious scholars, destroy the mosques of 
those who adhere to other schools of thought and burn down 
the shrines of the Sufis? Not only do these people consider these 
actions justified, but they also invoke religion by claiming to take 
guidance from the Qur’an and the Sunna! 

4 .6 The Unlawfulness of Killing Non-Muslim Traders 
and Farmers 

Islam has given complete protection to farmers, traders and 
businessmen, and forbade killing them, because they are associated 

1 Ibid., 9:90 §17929. 
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with the economy and financial survival of humanity. There are 
several prophetic narrations that speak of this. 

Imam Ibn Abl Shayba and Imam al-Bayhaql narrated on the 
authority of Jabir b. c Abd Allah ^ who said, 

3&j dj&Z j y IjjlS" 

‘They [the Muslim soldiers] did not kill the merchants 
amongst the pagans’. 1 * 

Imam Ibn Abl Shayba also narrated on the authority of Zayd b. 
Wahb that c Umar ^ sent him a letter in which he said, 

j , , , t, , , 

^3) Sill \jAs\j dalJj 

‘Do not take anything without right when distributing 
the spoils of war, and do not commit any treachery or kill 
children. And fear God regarding farmers’. 1 

Imam al-Bayhaqf s version of this report reads, 

4^)1 Ijj&l 

‘Fear God regarding the farmers and do not kill them’. 3 
Ibn al-Qayyim said, 

p&H) tisU' 'jAis oia^I 5j 

.d&JJlj 

‘Indeed, when the Companions of the Prophet |t 
conquered the various lands, they did not kill them 
[farmers and merchants] because the latter did not fight 
[against them], and so in that sense they [the civilians] 
resembled the elderly and the religious leaders’. 4 

1 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:484 §33129; al-Bayhaql in al- 
Sunan al-kubra, 9:91 §17939; and cited by Ibn Adam al-Qurashl in al-Kharaj, 
1:52 §133. 

1 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf \ 6:483 §33120; and cited by Ibn 
Adam al-Qurashl in Kitab al-Kharaj, 1:52 §132. 

3 Narrated by al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:91 §17938. 

4 Ibn al-Qayyim, Ahkam abl al-dhimma, 1:165. 
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Imam al-AwzaT took a similar view and said, 

.akiiii jfi i' 61 <i»ij*ji jsij 

‘Farmers are not to be killed [during war] if it is known 
that they are not from the combatants’. 1 

And Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI stated, 

ii jg, yi IsAii j uJ tjiij $ J0, y csih £_*&ii ui 

.yjAil ^ djlUL] 7 jjjJl tjAylil ^ 'ill Ijiil : Jl 3 

‘As for the farmer who is a non-combatant, he should 
not be killed, because it was narrated from c Umar b. al- 
Khattab that he said, “Fear God regarding the farmers 
who do not wage war against you”.’ 2 

4.7 The Unlawfulness of Killing Non-Muslim Service 
Personnel 

Islamic laws are to regulate the conduct of the Muslim soldiers 
during the course of war and restrain them from killing non- 
Muslim professionals and those tasked with the delivery of 
services. Rabah b. Rablh said, 

^U-3 CJLi Js- ,>llli <jd)i t«j_y ^ ^ in Jj^3 ^ is' 

e-US' U : Jlli ,JIs9 i‘\y > I :Jlii tilAi £ia?-l U ^ P jkil : Jlli 

:aJlAJ JJ : Jlii .aJjJl Aj aJtA <Uajl«Jl :Jli .JjiJLJ saa 

.ULy iji yiij y :SjIjj .bL^P *ij «l^l 

‘We were with the Messenger of God 0 in one of the 
battle expeditions, when he saw some people gathered 
around something. He sent a man out, saying, “Go and 
see what they are gathering around”. The man returned 
and informed him, saying, “They are gathering around 


1 Ibid. 

2 Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI, al-Mughnl, 9:2.51. 
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a slain woman”. The Prophet said, “She was not 
amongst those who fight!” At the head of the group was 
Khalid b. Walld, so the Prophet sent a man to go and 
inform Khalid: “Neither an [idolatrous] woman nor a 
hired servant should be killed”.’ [In one report:] ‘Do not 
kill children or hired servants ’. 1 2 

In fact, non-Muslim employees working in the households of 
non-Muslim employers in the conquered areas are not to be killed 
and no kind of tax can be imposed upon them. Ibn al-Qayyim 
stated the same thing, quoting c Abd Allah b. TJmar 

.OCJaS'J i ^aJt djj&tj 5] 

‘The blood of a servant is inviolable, and is thereby 
similar to that of women and children’. 2. 

Likewise, Ibn al-Mundhir cited a consensus amongst the 
scholars that, like the unemployed, the old, the sick, the destitute 
and women and children of non-Muslims — no tax can be levelled 
on the servants under their responsibility and care . 3 

4.8 The Unlawfulness of Killing Non-Muslims Who are 
Non-Combatants 

Islam holds that the sanctity of life is superior to the sanctity of the 
Ka c ba. That is why shedding blood unjustly has been condemned 
in the harshest possible terms. The only enemies who are allowed 
to be killed are those who actively take part in combat. A large 
part of population, which is non-combatant, including children, 
women, the old, the sick and the disabled, have been excluded 


1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial 
Jihad], chapter: ‘The Killing of Women’, 3:53 §2669; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: 
Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial Jihad], 2:948 §2842; Ahmad b. Hanbal in 
al-Musnad, 3:488 §16035; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 5:186-187 §§8625, 
8627; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:133 §2565. 

2 Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Ahkatn ahl al-dhimma, 1:172. 

3 Ibid. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



132. I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


from this. On the day of the conquest of Mecca, the Prophet 0 
ordered that those who were not fighting should run away to save 
their lives, and shut their doors, and he ordered that those who 
were injured should not be attacked. 

Imam Muslim narrated on the authority of Abu Hurayra ^ 
that the Messenger of God 0 said on the day of the conquest of 
Mecca, 

ijU j&l jij ijfi) j 4i J&\ jij ijfi) b'dL, J\ 31S jAi ji 

‘Whoever enters Abu Sufyan’s house is safe, and whoever 
lays down his weapon is safe and whoever shuts his door 
is safe’. 1 

All of these steps convey the message of peace and protection. 

It is reported in c Abd al-Razzaq’s Musannaf that ‘All b. Abl 
Jalib $1 said, 

y4 % £Zj % ifHfr J* y 

‘The injured person or prisoner should not be killed, and 
the one who flees should not be pursued’. z 

According to another narration recorded by c Abd al-Razzaq, 
Juwaybir reported that a woman from the tribe of Banu Asad told 
him that she heard ‘Ammar declare after ‘All had finished 
the Battle of the Camel, 3 

0*3 3& .'jli Ijitoj igjir Js- 

■ Cj*) 3& 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of 
Martial Jihad and Military Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Conquest of Mecca’, 
3:1407 §1780; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-kharaj wa al-imara wa al-fay ’ 
[The Book of Land Tax, Leadership and the Spoils Acquired without Fighting], 
3:162 §3021; and al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 4:122 §1292. 
z Narrated by ‘Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:123 §18590. 

3 A battle that took place in 656 ce. Ed. 
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‘Do not kill an injured person and do not enter the 
house of someone who has laid down his arms, for he is 
considered safe. Similarly, the one who shuts his door is 
considered safe’. 1 2 

4.9 The Unlawfulness of Waging Night Offensives 
against Non-Muslims 

The military code of conduct enshrined in the Shariah holds that 
enemies should not be attacked at night. Military forces should 
wait until dawn when launching their offensives so that non- 
combatants, such as women, children, the old and the sick, do not 
become frightened and have their sleep disturbed. 

Imam al-Bukharl and Imam Muslim narrated on the authority 
of Anas b. Malik who said, 

J*" Hi Sh in Jj^>5 51 

‘The Messenger of God came to Khaybar at night, and 
when he came to a people [a force] at night, he would not 
attack them until daybreak’. z 

Contrast the prophetic laws concerning war with the methods 
of the modern-day terrorists who bomb populated areas without 
any care for peaceful life. 

4.10 The Unlawfulness of Burning Non-Muslims 

In the pre-Islamic days of ignorance, a man would go to such 
extremes in revenge and enmity against his opponents during war 
that he would burn them alive. The Prophet 0 forbade Muslims 
from resorting to this barbaric tactic. 


1 Narrated by c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:114 §18591. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazi [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Campaign of Khaybar’, 4:1538 §3961; Muslim in 
al-Sahih: Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of Martial Jihad and Expeditions], 
chapter: ‘The Campaign of Khaybar’, 3:1427 §1365; and al-Tirmidhl in al- 
Sunan : Kitab al-siyar [The Book of Military Expeditions], 4:121 §1550. 
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c Abd al-Rahman b. c Abd Allah quoted his father as saying that 
once they were on a journey and the Prophet 0 went to relieve 
himself. After he left, the Companions saw a sparrow with two of 
her young hatchlings. When they took the hatchlings, the sparrow, 
greatly upset, came and began to spread out her wings. When the 
Prophet 0 returned he said, 

,l£Ji lAJdj 'jij aii j* 

‘Who has tormented this bird by taking her young ones? 

Give them back to her’. 1 * 

In another report the Prophet 0 saw an anthill that was burned 
and declared, 

. j&i 4*3 A y A 

‘It is not fitting that anyone but the Lord of the fire should 

punish with the fire’. z 

If Islam has forbidden the burning of ants, how can it allow 
the burning of human beings? Likewise, when the Prophet 0 sent 
his Companions for war, he ordered them to avoid burning their 
enemies. 3 But in the wake of the recent bomb blasts and suicide 
attacks that burn the harmless people and tear them to pieces, the 
so-called Muslim terrorist groups that accept responsibility for 
these attacks convey to the world that the Muslims’ concept of 
jihad is barbaric and oppressive. The opposite, however, is true 
and Islam has nothing to do with any of this. 


1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial 
Jihad], chapter: ‘The Abhorrence of Burning the Enemy’, 3:55 §1675. 

z Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial 
Jihad], chapter: ‘The Abhorrence of Burning the Enemy’, 3:55 §2675. 

3 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of 
Martial Jihad and Expeditions], chapter: ‘May He Not Suffer the Chastisement 
of God’, 3:1098 §2853; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-siyar [The Book of 
Military expeditions], chapter 20, 4:137 §1571; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab 
al-jihad [The Book of Martial Jihad], chapter: ‘The Abhorrence of Burning the 
Enemy’, 3:54 §2674. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



The Unlawfulness of Terrorism against Non-Muslims .. . I 135 


4. 1 1 The Unlawfulness of Breaking into Enemy Homes 
and Loot Them 

Muslim forces are strictly forbidden from forcibly entering the 
houses of their enemies. Islam has emphasized the sanctity of 
the honour and property of others — even in times of war — and 
it forbade soldiers from beating children or women or eating the 
food of others without their permission. 

It is reported in Abu Dawud’s al-Sunan that Trbad b. Sariya al- 
Sulaml said, ‘We disembarked at Khaybar with the Prophet 
and many of his Companions were with him. One of the fighters of 
Khaybar who was arrogant and contentious came to the Prophet 
H, and asked, “Is it fair that you slaughter our donkeys, eat our 
fruits and beat our women?” The Prophet H became annoyed and 
said, “O Ibn c Awf! Ride on your steed and declare that Paradise 
is only for the believers, and that they should gather for prayer”. 
When they all gathered together, he stood up and said, 

u pi 4&1 51 jiaj aa 1 ip ^Sa?-1 C-a^ul 

51^2)1 \£i\ jp c4$jj tOjilj tCJaPj ai tAllIj VcMJiih 

tOib Jil Ojl) ijJb^-as &\ Qpv pi <&i 5 ij ,^iS"l y 

jil 'ij ipjjL* j 

“Does any of you recline on his couch and imagine that 
God has not forbidden anything save that which has 
been mentioned in the Qur’an? Beware, by God, I have 
exhorted, issued commands and forbade various matters. 
They are as numerous as what is found in the Qur’an, or 
more. God has not permitted you to enter the houses of 
the People of the Book without permission, or to beat 
their women, or to eat their fruit”.’ 1 


1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-kharaj wa al-imara wa al-fay ’ 
[The Book of Land Tax, Leadership and the Spoils Acquired without Fighting], 
3:170 §3050; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:204 §18508; and cited by Ibn 
c Abd al-Barr in al-Tamhid, 1:149. 
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During the pre-Islamic days of ignorance, the Arab warriors 
would initiate war for the sole purpose of forcibly acquiring 
wealth and belongings through pillage and plunder. Plundering the 
trading caravans had become a business of many tribes, but Islam 
eliminated this oppressive practice. When some people wanted to 
loot a caravan of travellers in one of the battles, the Prophet |l. 
forbade them. 

It is reported by Mu c adh b. Anas & that he was blessed to 
be with the Prophet in one of the sacred battles. Some people 
started looting some travellers and when the Prophet H came to 
know of this, he sent one of the Companions to declare: 

.ii yJ \Jjjis jks jl jfi 51 

‘There is no jihad for the one who breaks into the houses 
of others or loots people on the road’. 1 

Thus, when those fighting in the way of God resort to plunder 
and looting, and harass people and become a source of trouble for 
them, God rejects their emotional appeals to jihad and declares 
their acts unlawful. 

4.12 The Unlawfulness of Destroying the Cattle, Crops 
and Properties of the Enemy 

Islam neither allows the unjust shedding of blood, nor does it 
approve of the scorched earth policy of total war. Islam calls for 
reform and peace. Therefore, it takes care that those fighting for 
its sake do not destroy crops and fruit-bearing trees, or burn down 
properties. 

Imam al-Tirmidhl quoted the following saying of the First 
Rightly Guided Caliph in this regard: 

j' t>l JjjfcUah jSsj jjl 

.iJju 


1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial 
Jihad], 3:41 §2629. 
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‘Abu Bakr al-Siddlq ^ forbade people from cutting down 
fruit-bearing trees or destroying buildings [during war] — 
and the Muslims abided by his instructions after that’. 1 

Many traditions have been reported by Imam Malik, c Abd al- 
Razzaq, Ibn Abl Shayba and al-Bayhaql to this effect. According 
to these traditions, the Prophet J&, strictly forbade cutting down 
trees. Yahya b. SaTd states that he was told that while seeing off 
the Muslim forces for Syria, Abu Bakr al-Siddlq came to Yazld 
b. Abl Sufyan and told him, 

I tilyl jLh *2 '■ j-zm. 

jijAj tils' Ui SUi bjji&j 

■Cr& % ‘dP* 5 % i&Jv 

‘I command you to observe ten things: Do not kill a 
young child, a woman or an elderly infirm man. Do not 
cut down fruit-bearing trees or demolish buildings. Do 
not slaughter a sheep or camel except for food. Do not 
drown or burn date-palm trees. And do not steal from the 
war booty or show cowardice’. 2 * * 

Ibn Abl Shayba quotes a tradition reported by Mujahid who said, 
cftfWl JjAI jipJl Yj cjjAll <^9 Jaii 

tOjLJl X? ‘dP^' 

‘Young children, women and infirm elderly men should 
not be killed in war. Food and date-palm trees should not 
be burned, houses should not be demolished and fruit- 

1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-siyar [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], 4:122 §1552. 

2 Narrated by Malik in al-Muwatta: Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial Jihad], 
chapter: ‘The Unlawfulness of Killing Women and Children During Military 

Expeditions’, 2:447 §965; c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 5:199 §9375; Ibn 
Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:483 §33121; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 

9:89-90 §§17927, 17929; and al-MarwazI in Musnad Abl Bakr, pp. 69-72 
§21. 
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bearing trees should not be cut’. 1 * 

c Abd Allah b. c Umar ^ stated in one narration that when Abu Bakr 
al-Siddlq dispatched the Muslim troops to Syria, he walked 
with them for two miles and addressed them, saying, 

t , , , , 1 . / , ' ' , , , j, . «, i 

IjipsJ *Sj IjijAJ *SJ itjlAj' *SJ djJUtf c41l c£jil£) 

lAJLi IjllaJ 'jAkiii 

iLis 

‘I enjoin you to fear God. Do not disobey [the military 
commander] or show cowardice. Do not drown date- 
palm trees or set crops on fire. Do not hobble animals 
and do not cut down fruit-bearing trees. Do not kill an 
old man or a young child’. z 

c Asim b. Kulayb narrated on the authority of his father that one 
of the Ansar related, ‘We set out on a journey with the Prophet 
0. The people were suffering hunger and were in need, so they 
forcibly took some goats and slaughtered them. The pots were 
boiling when the Prophet 0 came over with his back resting 
against a bow, and he started turning our pans upside down with 
the bow and mixing the meat with the soil. Then he said, 

.juLdl jfi c— ~J 0] 

“Eating stolen food is not any more lawful than eating 
carrion!”.’ 3 

What a lofty demonstration of conduct and commitment to 
ethical principles! Whether in the theatre of war, or during a 
state of extreme hunger in a long, tiresome journey, no military 
leader, religious figure or spiritual mentor can demonstrate this 
level of pious, exalted and strong character. It was the influence 

1 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:483 §33122. 

z Narrated by al-MarwazI in Musnad Abi Bakr, pp. 69-72 §21. 

3 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-jihad [The Book of Martial 
Jihad], 3:66 §2705; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:61 §17789. 
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of the Prophet’s training of the Companions that when the pans 
containing cooked meat were mixed into the dust in front of them, 
though they were seized with extreme hunger at that time, these 
embodiments of patience totally submitted themselves before the 
Prophet 0 . 

The words spoken by the Prophet 0 on that occasion are a 
valuable gift for humanity. His describing stolen food as viler 
than the flesh of an un-slaughtered dead animal should give pause 
to those who feel no compunction in robbing banks and stealing 
from people to finance their terrorist activities. 

4.13 Summary 

In the light of the aforementioned explanations, it is evident that 
even when war is imposed on Islam, and the Muslims are made 
victims of external aggression and the Islamic state is compelled 
to order its armies to fight in defence, children, women and the 
elderly cannot be killed. Furthermore, damaging crops, destroying 
buildings, properties and places of worship are also strictly 
forbidden. How can Islam, which does not allow these practices 
during jihad, condone and approve the killing of non-combatants 
who are not directly involved in the aggression and who are 
going about their daily routines? It is abundantly clear that such 
activities are in direct contravention of the teachings of the Qur’an 
and hadith. 
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On the Protection of the Non- 
Muslims’ Lives, Properties and 
Places of Worship 
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5-i The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens during the 
Time of the Prophet Muhammad 0 

The blessed period of the Messenger of God 0 was an unparalleled 
time in history. There is no comparable era in which the rights 
of non-Muslim citizens were so well protected. The Prophet 

0 provided a constitutional and legal status to this protection 
through his agreements, accords, contracts and commands. The 
agreement worked out with the people of Najran is a notable 
example in which all their rights and freedoms — in particular 
religious freedoms — were guaranteed. Imam Abu c Ubayd al- 
Qasim b. al-Sallam, Imam Humayd b. Zanjawayh, Ibn Sa c d and 
al-Baladhurl have cited a hadith in which the Prophet 0 dictated: 

t4)l Jjij 4)1 

(UssiUj 3 fcefy f$4?j 

V dr? % '■Q* ^ V 

u uis'j Vi dr? »«■*&«> t 

• <5*3 ir^3 ‘ 3' dr? 

‘Indeed, Najran and her allies are under the protection 
of God and the guarantee of the Messenger of God 0 . 

They are to be protected in their wealth, lives, lands and 
religion. This includes their priests, monks, those who 
are present amongst them and those who are absent and 
others amongst them, and their delegations and the like. 

They shall not be forced to change that (faith) which they 
are upon and no right of theirs is to be forfeited. No 
monk, priest or attendant amongst them should lose that 
which is in his possession, be it plentiful or scarce, and no 
fear or danger will threaten them’. 1 

1 Cited by Abu Yusuf in al-Kharaj, 78; Abu Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in Kitab 
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Imam Humayd b. Zanjawayh states that this agreement 
remained in force during the reign of Abu Bakr al-Siddlq after 
the passing of the Messenger of God Certain amendments 
were incorporated in it due to the changing circumstances during 
the reign of c Umar and ‘Uthman <$>, but the responsibility for 
protecting the rights of the non-Muslims, which was the main 
highlight of the agreement, remained intact. 

Likewise, the Prophet 0 issued a declaration about the 
properties and belongings of the Jews during the conquest of 
Khaybar. This was reported by Imam Ahmad, Imam Abu Dawud, 
Imam al-Tabaranl and other Imams of hadith. Khalid b. al-Walld 
M said, 

iM (jA'h c 0k 

yiap- t( >Lh :0k Jl3 :£giUI 

‘We fought in the Battle of Khaybar with the Messenger 
of God and [as victory loomed] some people hastened 
to enter the compounds of the Jews. The Prophet H then 
ordered me to deliver the call to prayer . . . then he said, 

“O people! You have hastened to enter the compounds of 
the Jews, but beware, the property of the non-Muslim 
citizens is not lawful to you except that which is due”.’ 1 

The same narration has been reported with the following wording 
as well: 

.\jy6- Jju, jLlaUill Jlj/l !*^1 


al-amwal, pp. 244-Z45 §503; Ibn Sa c d in al-Tabaqat al-kubra, 1:288, 358; Ibn 
Zanjawayh in Kitab al-amwal, pp. 449-450 §732.; and al-Baladhurl in Futiih 
al-buldan, p. 90. 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:89 §16862; Abu Dawud in 
al-Sunan : Kitab al-atHma [The Book of Foodstuffs], chapter: ‘The Unlawfulness 
of Eating Beasts of Prey’, 3:356 §3806; and Ibn Zanjawayh in Kitab al-amwal, 
p. 379 §618. 
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‘Beware! I forbid you from the property of the non- 
Muslim citizens, except that which is due’. 1 2 

Imam al-Daraqutnl reported the same hadith in a different 
wording, where Khalid b. al-Walld said, 

. JjA) 

‘On the day of Khaybar the Messenger of God 0 forbade 
taking the wealth of the non-Muslim citizens’. 2. 

From the assorted agreements, documents and declarations, we 
see that the non-Muslim citizens of the prophetic period enjoyed 
the following rights: 

1. They enjoy equal treatment under the law 

2. The protection of their religion from any harm 

3. Their honour, life and property are protected 

4. The Islamic government can appoint them to the highest 
administrative positions, provided they possess the necessary 
qualifications 

5 . They have the authority to appoint their religious representatives 
and office-holders without any interference 

6. Their places of worship are sacred and enjoy complete protection 

5.2 The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens during the 
Reign of Abu Bakr al-SiddIq j§. 

The protection afforded to the life, honour and property of non- 
Muslim citizens was not confined to the life of the Prophet 0 . 
The Rightly Guided Caliphs who succeeded the Prophet 0 also 
continued to give the non-Muslim citizens full recognition. 

During the caliphate of Abu Bakr al-Siddlq, the non-Muslim 
citizens had similar rights as their Muslim counterparts. Whenever 
an Islamic army would leave for a military expedition, Abu Bakr 
would give special instructions to the commander: 

1 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al-kabir, 4:111 §3828; and Ibn 
Zanjawayh in Kitab al-amwal, p. 380 §619. 

2 Narrated by al-Daraqutnl in al-Sunan, 4:287 §63. 
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tl 'ij 'teu 'ij... bjyy U \yaks Iji-ii *i 

^l^Jl 'jj lMJJjJI IjilaJ cAaLj iy&i <U~$J % 

UJ t^JSjPAS ^3 | g -■ d <1 UtjJi OjA?tL»iJ 

•ii 

‘Do not spread corruption in the earth and do not disobey 
orders. . . . Do not drown or burn date-palm trees. Do 
not kill any animal. Do not cut down a fruit-bearing tree. 

Do not demolish a church. Do not kill any children, old 
people or women. Soon you shall come upon people who 
have secluded themselves in cloisters; leave them to engage 
in that for whose sake they have secluded themselves ’. 1 

Husam al-Dln al-Hindl mentioned an additional wording to this 
report in his Kanz al- c ummal, 

.C»'3 Uajyi 

‘And [do] not [kill] a sick person or a monk’. z 
When Abu Bakr sent Yazld b. Abl Sufyan to Syria, he said, 

,i\y\ djLS" bxli IjJUflj . . . AjLj 

‘Do not demolish any place of worship . . . and do not kill 
an old, feeble man or an infant or a child or a woman ’. 3 

Thabit b. al-Hajjaj al-Kilabl reported that Abu Bakr al-$iddlq 
said while delivering his address, 

.juipdl J Lot , IjJl 'J& V !^1 

‘Beware! A priest should not be killed in his church ’. 4 

1 Narrated by al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:85; Malik in al-Muwatta, 
1:448 §966; Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 5:199 §9375; al-Hindl in Kanz 
al- c ummal, 1:196; and cited by Ibn Qudama in al-Mughm, 8:451-451, 477. 
z Narrated by al-Hindl in Kanz al- ummal, 4:474 §11409. 

3 Narrated by al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:90 §17919. 

4 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 6:483 §33117; and al- Hindi in 
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When Khalid b. al-Walld, under the command of the Abu Bakr 
al-Siddlq JG returned to Iraq and Iran from the borders of Syria, 
he concluded an agreement with the non-Muslim inhabitants there 
that their churches and convents will not be demolished, that they 
can beat their wooden clapper [naqtts] without any restriction — 
except for the times of the five daily prayers — and that they can 
take out their crucifixes on the occasion of their Eid . 1 

5.3 The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens during the 
Reign of c Umar b. al-KhattAb 

During the caliphate of c Umar b. al-Khattab Jj,, the respect, 
dignity and esteem for the non-Muslim citizens of the conquered 
areas increased so much that they considered themselves more 
secure and free during that period than before. Montgomery 
Watt, a renowned orientalist, admitted this in his book Islamic 
Political Thought : The Basic Concepts. He said, ‘The Christians 
were probably better off as dhimmis under Muslim-Arab rulers 
than they had been under the Byzantine Greeks ’. 2 

The level of protection and respect shown towards the non-Muslim 
citizens during ‘Umar’s caliphate can be gauged from his letter to 
Abu ‘Ubayda ; Jt, the then Governor of Syria, in which he said, 

‘You must prohibit the Muslims from wronging and 
harming their non-Muslim citizens and consuming their 
wealth illegally ’. 3 

It was the standard practice of ‘Umar that whenever a non- 
Muslim delegation from the Islamic territories would come to 
call on him, he would ask them about the conditions of the non- 
Muslim citizens of their locality, lest some Muslims had created 
problems for them. To this, they would say, ‘We can only say that 

Kanz al-'ummal, 4:472.. 

1 Cited by Abu Yusuf in Kitab al-kharaj, p. 158. 

2 Montgomery Watt, Islamic Political Thougtht: The Basic Concepts, p. 51. 

3 Cited by Abu Yusuf in Kitab al-kharaj, p. 15Z. 
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every Muslim has fulfilled his commitment that is present between 
the Muslims and ourselves’. 1 

'Umar remained mindful of the rights of the minorities till the 
last moment of his life. Despite his impending martyrdom at the 
hands of a member of a minority group, he said, 

t)lj (*■$ ^ '-0k djij ***' 

cijji Ijilio y dij 1 st 

‘I advise my successor to fulfil the contract of the non- 
Muslim citizens who are under the protection of God and 
His Messenger 0 .. I enjoin him to fight for them if the 
need arises and not to burden them with more than they 
can bear’. 2 

5.3.1 c Umar’s Relaxation of Tax Collection from the 
Non-Muslim Citizens 

'Umar ^ instructed his officials to deal with the non-Muslim 
subjects in an excellent manner and advised them to give 
concessions to them in levying and collecting taxes. Aslam, a freed 
slave of 'Umar JG stated, 

Js. % Js. i b\ t\'J\ J\ CjZ h\ 

"Umar ^ wrote a letter to the military commanders 
stating that they should not impose tax on non-Muslim 
women or children’. 3 

Imam Ibn Qudama stated, 


1 Narrated by al-Tabari in Tankh al-umam wa al-muluk , 1:503. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahjh: Kitab al-janaHz [The Book of Funerals], 
chapter: ‘What Has Come Regarding the Grave of the Prophet 1:469 
§1328; Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:436 §37059; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan 
al-kubra, 8:150; and Ibn Sa'd in al-Tabaqat, 3:339. 

3 Narrated by 'Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 6:85 §10009; and al-Bayhaql in 
al-Sunan al-kubra, 9:195 §18463. 
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‘A large amount of wealth was brought to c Umar, and 
Abu c Ubayd said, “I believe it was money collected from 
tax”. 'Umar said, “For certain, you have destroyed the 
people!” They [the tax collectors] said, “No, by God! 

We have only taken with tenderness and ease”. 'Umar 
inquired, “Was it acquired without recourse to a whip or 
coercion?” They replied, “Yes”. He said, “All praise is 
due to God, Who did not put that on my hands or during 
my rule ”.’ 1 

During his journey to Syria, 'Umar saw that the tax officials 
were making the non-Muslim citizens stand out in the sun as their 
taxes were collected. Upon seeing this, he said, 

\ydkS <Ult 1 U ^AjJd£j ipj&jfii 

.<UU£!i ini uiaji ^s> L ^C]\ jkUi 5l i 

‘Spare them from this and do not burden them with more 
than they can bear. Indeed, I heard the Messenger of God 
say, “Do not torture people, for those who torture 
people in this life will be tortured by God on the Day of 
Resurrection ”.’ 2 

Upon hearing this, the tax official let them go. 

Hisham b. al-Haklm saw 'Iyad b. Ghanam, a government 
officer of Homs, make a Copt stand out in the sun during the time 
of tax collection. He reprimanded him and said that he heard the 
Prophet say, 

1 Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI, al-Mughnl, 9:2.90. 

2 Cited by Abu Yusuf in Kitab al-kharaj, p. 135. 
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‘Indeed, God shall torment those who torment others in 
the life of this world ’. 1 

5.3.2 Stipends for the Handicapped, Old and Poor Non- 
Muslim Citizens 

Such was the excellent treatment towards the non-Muslim citizens 
during the reign of Caliph ‘Umar ^ that the old, disabled and the 
weak non-Muslim citizens were not only exempted from the tax, 
but were also given stipends from the government treasury for the 
maintenance of their households. 

Imam Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam writes in Kitdb al-amwal, 

yljjl Js- JCj juih Ji! j* 

.iSps ij) p Uj>l llTcd CSULaif U :Jlii 

1 U JUJI cult ja aIIp p : Jli 

‘The Commander of the Faithful, ‘Umar JG passed by 
an elderly man amongst the non-Muslim citizens who 
was begging at people’s doors. ‘Umar said to him, “We 
have not been fair to you if we have taken the tax from 
you when you were younger but left you in helplessness 
in your old age”. After that, ‘Umar issued instructions 
for the man to receive enough money from the public 
treasury that would take care of his needs ’. 2 

Imam Abu Yusuf described the same report in Kitdb dl-khardj 
in the following words: 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitdb al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The 
Book of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Severe Divine 
Threat to the One Who Punishes People Unjustly’, 4:1018 § 1613; Abu Dawud 
in al-Sunan: Kitdb al-kharaj [The Book of Land Taxation], chapter: ‘On Being 
Harsh’, 3:106 §3045; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:403, 404, 468; and 
al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 5:236 §8771. 

2 Narrated by Abu ‘Ubayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in Kitdb al-amwal, p. 57 §119. 
Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



On the Protection of the Non-Muslims’ Lives, Properties ... I 15 


‘ j kr? ‘3^*4 0*3 $ 3 * y^ yUsAJl j*P _/ 

:Jl 3 .^ij44 : Jllfl Veil ylaS^I Jil ^1 j* :Jlij j* «JUaP ypaS 

2»Lj J^p :3l$ JUI 3^ Vc£jl Jl lii 

tJUJ' cdj djtP j! J— ij? y .Jjliil iJ £y9ji djla yaij 

^ 4 !' diAj y t<ully Cot 01 abiyi! U (4UIJ3 IJa °Jat\ : Jiii 

jr 4 y (Ijiiilj tljjLtU c-Is^UaSi Lijt f? 

. 4 ju_y ilp jyjj .ois^Ji Jisl jfi 

“Umar b. al-Khattab ^ passed by the door of some 
people and there was an elderly blind man there, begging. 
'Umar put his hand on his arm from behind and asked, 
“From which group amongst the People of the Book do 
you belong?” The man replied, “I am a Jew”. 'Umar then 
asked him, “So why are you begging?” “I am begging for 
money”, the man said, “so I can pay the tax and fulfil my 
needs, because I am too old to earn money”. 'Umar took 
him by the hand and led him to his home and gave him a 
few things, then he sent him to the treasurer of the public 
treasury and said, “Take care of him and those like him, 
for by God, we have not treated him fairly if we benefited 
from him in his younger days but left him helpless in his 
old age! “[Then he recited the verse,] ‘ Charity is only for 
the poor and indigent ” 1 2 and the poor are amongst the 
Muslims and this one is from the indigent amongst the 
People of the Book”. So 'Umar exempted him and those 
like him from payment of taxes ’. 1 

'Abd Allah b. Hadrad al-Aslaml said, 

(yjyy <Ulh Jjsl jfi J* iij oUsAJi jj yp ^ ilsai it! 

JjM j* £[£-3 iJUt jly U :Uiai t&P Jl '**s 


1 Qur’an 9:60. 

2 Abu Yusuf, Kitab al-kharaj, p. 136. 
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‘When we reached al-Jabiya with ‘Umar b. al-Khattab 
there was an elderly man from the non-Muslim citizens 
who was begging others and asking for food. ‘Umar 
inquired about him and we said, “O Commander of the 
Faithful! This is a man from the non-Muslim citizens. 

He is elderly and weak”. Upon learning of this, ‘Umar 
exempted him from the tax that was due from him and 
said, “You burdened him with the payment of the tax and 
when he became weak you left him to beg!” Then c Umar 
provided him with ten dirhams [monthly] from the public 
treasury because he had his family ’. 1 

5.4 The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens during the 
Reign of c UthmAn b. c AffAn j§. 

The third phase of the Rightly Guided Caliphate started with a 
heart-wrenching tragedy. A non-Muslim assassinated c Umar b. al- 
Khattab Ji, making him a martyr. c Ubayd Allah b. TJmar was so 
enraged at the assassination that he killed three people who were 
involved in the conspiracy: two of whom were Christians and one 
of whom was a Muslim. After this, ‘Ubayd Allah was detained 
and soon after assuming the role of the third Caliph, TJthman b. 
‘Affan sought the opinion of the Companions regarding his 
status. The consensus of the Companions was that TJbayd Allah 
b. ‘Umar should be killed in retribution. Had the heirs of those 
killed not reconciled and forgiven him in lieu of blood money, 
‘Ubayd Allah would most certainly have been killed. After the 
reconciliation was reached, the blood money was evenly distributed 
amongst the victims’ families . 2 Imam Abu ‘Ubayd, Imam Humayd 
b. Zanjawayh and al-Baladhurl have cited the following words of 
‘Uthman’s official order: 


1 Ibn Asakir, Tankh Dimashq al-kabir , 17:334. 

2 Ibn Sa‘d, al-Tabaqat, 5:17. 
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‘I hereby command you to deal with the non-Muslim 
citizens in an excellent manner, for they are a folk with a 
complete guarantee [of protection and rights]’. 1 

This establishes that the blood of Muslims and non-Muslims is of 
equal sanctity. 

5.5 The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens during the 
Reign of c AlI b. AbI Talib j §. 

During the caliphate of c All b. Abl Talib JG non-Muslim citizens 
continued to enjoy the same rights and protections they had 
during the prophetic period and that of the three preceding Rightly 
Guided Caliphs. 

A Muslim who had killed a non-Muslim was presented in the 
court of c All After the proof of his crime was furnished and 
found valid, c All ordered him to be killed in retribution. The 
heirs of the killer managed to get the brother of the victim to 
pardon him in return for a blood money payment. When c All 
learned of this he said to one of the heirs of the victim, 

JI 

‘Did they [the heirs of the killer] scare you or threaten 
you in any way?’ 

He replied in the negative and said that his brother would not 
come back, even if the killer was killed in retribution, and that 
since the heirs of the killer would be paying the blood money, 
which would take care of the needs of his brother’s [the victim’s] 
family, he agreed to the reconciliation out of his own will without 
any pressure. Upon hearing this, ‘All & said that the final decision 
rested with him, for he knew better what to do; however, the 
operative principle of the Shariah is that 

1 Cited by Ibn Sa c d in al-Tabaqat , 1:360; Abu Yusuf in Kitab al-kharaj, p. 80; 
Abu TJbayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in Kitab al-amwal, p. Z46 §505; Ibn Zanjawayh 
in Kitab al-amwal, p. 451 §731; and al-Baladhurl in Futuh al-buldan, p. 91. 
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‘Whoever is under our guarantee of protection, then his 
blood is like our blood, and the blood money due to him 
is like the blood money due to us’. 1 

According to another tradition, our master ‘All said, 

.Aj <J' Jiii lil 

‘If a Muslim kills a Christian, he should be killed in 
retribution’. 2 

5.6 The Protection of Non-Muslim Citizens during the 
Reign of c Umar b. c Abd al- c AzIz 

In strict accordance with the teachings and conduct of the Prophet 
0 and the practice of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, ‘Umar b. c Abd 
al-‘AzIz would always instruct his officials, saying, 

. jU X? 

‘Do not demolish any church, cloister or Zoroastrian 
temple’. 3 

There is a famous incident in which an Umayyad ruler, Walld b. 
‘Abd al-Malik, seized a piece of property belonging to the Church 
of Damascus and made it a part of a mosque. When news of this 
reached ‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘AzIz, he ordered the demolishment of 
that portion of the mosque and instructed that it be returned to 
the Christians. One report about this incident reads: 

Jb 4 jjll U A,Jl A& JJ yt£- it! 

^j> 3 jlj U ijj iyi U ttUlA CiSvS ' 


1 Narrated by al-Bayhaqi in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:34; al-Shafi‘i in al-Musnad, 
1:344; ar >d cited by al-Shaybanl in Kitab al-hujja c ala Ahl al-Madina, 4:355. 

2 Cited by al-Shaybanl in Kitab al-hujja ala Ahl al-Madina, 4:349; and al- 
Shafi‘1 in al-Umm, 7:320. 

3 Cited by Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya in Ahkatn ahl al-dhimma, 3:1200. 
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‘When c Umar b. c Abd al- c AzIz ^ became the Caliph, the 
Christians complained to him about al-Walld’s seizure 
of Church property. He dictated orders to his governor 
there, commanding him to return to them the portion 
that was added to the mosque ’. 1 

‘Umar b. c Abd al- c AzIz said to one of his governors, 

,l£Jl 33 id ^ I ^ b\ 

‘If it [their Church] was from amongst the fifteen 
Churches that were extant during their reign, then it is 
off limits to you ’. 2 

It is also reported that c Umar b. c Abd al- c AzIz wrote to the 
governor about a Muslim in his territory who had killed a non- 
Muslim citizen. He ordered him to hand that Muslim over to the 
guardian of the victim, who was then given the choice to either 
pardon him or have him. The governor handed the killer over to 
the guardian of the victim, and the former was subjected to capital 
punishment . 3 

Whether during the prophetic period or the period of the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs and those after them, Islamic history is replete with 
the examples of excellent treatment towards non-Muslim citizens 
of the Islamic state. The members of other nations and religions 
would live a peaceful and comfortable life there to the extent that 
they regarded Islamic rule preferable to the rule of others. Their 
places of worship were afforded complete protection and security, 
and they were free to follow and practise their religion. All of their 
economic needs were met from the bayt al-mal (public treasury). 
People were so impressed by the Muslims’ excellent manners and 
character that millions of non-Muslim citizens chose to embrace 
Islam willingly out of their own volition. 


1 Cited by al-Baladhun in Futuh al-buldan, p. 150. 

2 Cited by Abu TJbayd al-Qasim b. Sallam in Kitab al-amwal, p. zoi §426; and 
Ibn Zanjawayh in Kitab al-amwal, p. 387 §635. 

3 Narrated by c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:101 §18518. 
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It is disconcerting to see that Muslims — let alone non- 
Muslims — are not safe from the terrorist activities of the modern- 
day extremists. The peace of society is shattered, blood is shed with 
reckless abandon and properties and infrastructures are subject to 
wanton destruction. The conduct of today’s terrorists defaces the 
1400-year history of Islam’s excellent treatment of non-Muslim 
citizens. The acts of terrorism committed today do not champion 
the cause of Islam; rather, they malign its good name. 
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6 . i Preliminary Statement 


Islam gives complete religious freedom to non-Muslims, and the 
Islamic government is not to interfere in their religious affairs. 
Islam also guarantees the protection of their places of worship 
and other religious sites, as well as their life, honour and property. 
In short, Islam presents an unprecedented model of tolerance, 
harmony and peaceful co-existence. The Qur’an fostered feelings 
of harmony amongst religions and ensured their freedom to the 
point that it forbade the believers from insulting the false gods of 
other faith traditions. God says in the Qur’an, 

IjAp iiji dJl t)ji Oypaj jjiK 

‘ And do not insult those whom they worship besides God, 
lest they insult God wrongfully and out of ignorance’ d 

There can be no better example of interfaith tolerance than this. 

6.2 The Complete Freedom to Practise One’s Religion 

There is no room for coercion in Islam and no one can be forced to 
convert. Islam gives complete religious freedom to all non-Muslim 
citizens to adhere to their respective faith traditions and to freely 
practise their teachings. God says, 

& iiJJT 5^3 £ ^ J si/i 

‘There is no compulsion in religion. Surely, right guidance 
is clearly distinguished from error’ d 

Ibn Kathir explained this verse in the following words: 

‘Do not coerce anyone to embrace the religion of Islam, 
for its proofs and evidence are clear, obvious and 

1 Qur’an 6:io8. 

2 Ibid., 2 :z 5 6 . 
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manifest. There is no need for anyone to be coerced into 
embracing it’. 1 

God also says in the Qur’an, 

‘So will you coerce people until they become believers ?’ 2 

God has strictly forbidden the Muslims from coercing others 
to embrace Islam. Therefore, no non-Muslim can be compelled 
to become a Muslim, because Islam is not merely the profession 
of faith or the performance of bodily rituals; it requires the 
confirmation and conviction of the heart; and in matters of the 
heart, there is no scope for coercion. 

When c Umar granted security and protection to the people of 
Jerusalem, his treaty formed the constitution of religious freedom 
available for non-Muslims in an Islamic society. He wrote: 

UUI .JuSl' 'jfi JLol Jit Alt 1 U tijs 

ill jjUoj pi - J b H 

% cs % ’J*" 3 

^ CS, 1st 

Is, ^ 

‘This is the covenant of security from the servant of 
God, ‘Umar, the Commander of the Faithful, to the 
people of Jerusalem. He grants them security in their 
lives, properties, churches, crucifixes and to their ill and 
their healthy and their entire religious community. Their 
churches are not to be occupied, demolished or decreased 
in number. Their churches or crucifixes should not be 
desecrated, or anything else of their property. They are 
not to be coerced to abandon their faith, and no one 


1 IbnKathir, Tafsir al-Qufan al- c A%tm, 1:310. 

2 Qur’an 10:99. 
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amongst them is to be harmed in any way. And none of 
the Jews are to reside with them in Jerusalem [due to the 
severe enmity between them in those days]’. 1 

Professor Philip K. Hitti writes, ‘They [non-Muslims] were 
allowed the jurisdiction of their own canon laws as administered 
by the respective heads of their religious communities. This state 
of partial autonomy, recognized later by the Sultans of Turkey, 
has been retained by the Arab successor states’. 2 Further on he 
writes, ‘All non-Moslems were allowed autonomy under their own 
religious heads. 3 . . . Syria as a whole remained largely Christian 
until the third Moslem century. ... In fact Lebanon remained 
Christian in faith and Syriac in speech for centuries after the 
conquest’. 4 

The opinion of Hitti and other non-Muslim orientalists testifies 
to the fact that the Islamic governments did not resort to coercion 
or pressure to change the religion of the non-Muslim citizens 
in their territories. Non-Muslims were given complete freedom 
and protection to practise their religions and hold fast to their 
faith traditions. Despite the Muslim conquests of these areas, the 
Christians held firm to their religion and the Muslim governments 
neither interfered with their faith nor hindered its practice. This 
demonstrates the benevolence of Islam, which has been duly 
appreciated by many non-Muslim researchers and historians. 

6 . 3 The Unlawfulness of Killing a Non-Muslim and 
Destroying His or Her Property Due to Religious 
Differences 

The diversities and differences between the various faith traditions 
cannot be a basis for killing others and seizing their wealth. It 
is unequivocally forbidden to oppress others through torture, 


1 Narrated by al-Tabari in Tarikh al-umam wa al-muluk, 2:449. 

2 Philip K. Hitti, History of the Arabs, p. 170. 

3 Ibid., p.225. 

4 Ibid., p. 231. 
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slander or false accusations — no matter what their race, religion 
or region. There is a recompense for every excess as God says, 

‘O you who believe! Retribution [ qisas ] is prescribed for 
you in cases where one is unjustly killed V 


Here, the word qatla has been used, which encompasses both 
Muslims and non-Muslims, and then there is the order of ‘a life 
for a life’ in retribution. This can include the life of both a Muslim 
and a non-Muslim. Elsewhere in the Qur’an God says, 


a*% U I4J liSSj) 


‘ And We prescribed for them in it [the Torah] retribution: 
a life for a life, an eye for an eye, a nose for a nose, an ear 
for an ear, a tooth for a tooth and for injuries’ d 


Likewise, if a Muslim steals from a non-Muslim, the prescribed 
punishment [hadd] can be enforced against him. Ibn Rushd reports 
that there is a consensus amongst the Muslims on this matter. 1 * 3 
This illustrates that differences in religious doctrine do not justify 
killing or stealing from others. 


6 . 4 It is a Sunna of the Prophet H to Safeguard the 
Non-Muslims’ Places of Worship 

The Prophet 0, allowed non-Muslims to retain their places of 
worship. Detailing the Prophet’s practice H, Ibn al-Qayyim 
mentioned that the Prophet allowed the places of worship 
belonging to the non-Muslims to remain intact after the conquest 
of Khaybar and did not allow them to be demolished. When other 
areas became part of the Islamic empire, the Rightly Guided 


1 Qur’an 2:178. 

z Ibid., 5:45. 

3 Ibn Rushd, Bidayat al-mujtahid, 2:299. 
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Caliphs and Companions followed the Prophet’s orders and did 
not demolish them . 1 * 

6 . 5 It is a Religious Obligation to Safeguard the Non- 
Muslims’ Places of Worship 

According to the Qur’an and prophetic hadith, it is binding upon 
the Islamic state to safeguard the sanctity of the religious sites and 
places of worship belonging to other religions, and to afford them 
complete protection. God says in the Qur’an, 

otjCsj Jo** 1 jdlJl dJ' ^3'p 

i&Z ah pi 14,9 ’/& 

‘ And had God not repelled one group of people from 
another, the cloisters, synagogues, churches and mosques 
in which God’s name is mentioned in abundance would 
have been ruined’ . z 

In his commentary on this verse, Imam Abu Bakr al-Jassas quoted 
the words of Imam al-Hasan al-Basrl: 

‘God uses the believers as a means of preventing the 
destruction of the places of worship belonging to the 
non-Muslim citizens ’. 3 

Al-Jassas continued: 

. jUSdl jfi l$f- ji iii 

‘Within this verse there is a proof that it is impermissible to 
destroy the aforementioned places of worship belonging 

1 Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Ahkam ahl al-dhimma, 3:1199. 

z Qur’an 22:40. 

3 Abu Bakr al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur'an, 5:83; and Ibn al-Qayyim, Ahkam ahl 
al-dhimma, 3:1169. 
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to those of the non-Muslims who are citizens or under a 
guarantee of protection ’. 1 2 

Al-Akhfash stated in his interpretation of the same verse that 
the places of worship belonging to the non-Muslims should not 
be demolished at all. So in other words, it is the responsibility 
of the Islamic state to provide them complete protection in all 
circumstances. Every community safeguards its own values and 
culture and it is their right to do so. So the Muslims have been 
ordered to protect the places of worship belonging to the non- 
Muslims, despite religious differences. 

Ibn al-Qayyim writes in Ahkam ahl al-dbimma, 

LilS* US'. . . 

‘God uses the believers to defend their places of worship. 

. . . Moreover, it is obligatory for him [the believer] to 
defend their objects of worship, even though he detests 
them. This is the correct position and it is the view of Ibn 
‘Abbas’. z 

6.6 The Unlawfulness of Destroying the Non-Muslims’ 
Places of Worship Located in Muslim-Majority Areas 

Islam has strictly forbidden the Muslims from destroying the places 
of worship that belong to non-Muslims — even if they are located 
in Muslim-majority areas. The Islamic state is constitutionally 
responsible for the protection and safeguarding of these sites. 
Imam Abu Bakr al-Jassas quoted Muhammad b. al-Hasan al- 
Shaybanl, who said, 

jl blS" U fJtQj jd t OjUtf lil ^LsJl Je>°j 

.jU cul > jt suUS" 


1 Abu Bakr al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur'an, 5:83. 

2 Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Ahkam ahl al-dhimma, 3:1169. 
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‘When a territory under treaty becomes a territory of the 
Muslims, no church, sanctuary or Zoroastrian temple 
that was there before should be demolished ’. 1 

All of these quotes and texts establish that Islam orders the 
Muslims to safeguard the places of worship that belong to the 
non-Muslim citizens of the Islamic lands. Furthermore, Islam 
grants them complete freedom to practise their religion without 
any interference. Considering all this, how is it possible that a 
person who claims to be a Muslim can shamelessly murder people 
engaged in worship and destroy their places of worship? 


1 Abu Bakr al-Jassas, Ahkam al-Qur'an, 5:83. 
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7-i Legal Maxims 

As demonstrated by the Qur’an, the hadith reports and the practical 
examples of the Prophet 0 , and the Rightly Guided Caliphs, we 
see that Islam not only endows non-Muslim citizens with the same 
rights as their Muslim counterparts, but also offers them equal 
protection. Islamic history is replete with examples of this. In the 
light of the revealed texts and precedents of the Rightly Guided 
Caliphs which we have mentioned in the previous chapters, many 
legal maxims can be derived concerning the fundamental rights of 
the non-Muslim citizens in an Islamic state. Of them: 

1. It is the responsibility of the Islamic state to protect the life, 
honour and property of its non-Muslim citizens from internal 
aggression 

2. It is the responsibility of the Islamic state to protect its non- 
Muslim citizens from external aggression 

3. In the Islamic state, Muslims and non-Muslims are equal with 
respect to blood money and retribution 

4. The sanctity of the blood of a Muslim and a non-Muslim is 
the same 

5. In the Islamic state, Muslim and non-Muslim citizens enjoy 
the same general rights and responsibilities 

6. In the Islamic state, its non-Muslim citizens enjoy complete 
freedom to adhere to their faith 

7. In the Islamic state, its non-Muslim citizens enjoy complete 
religious freedom to perform their rituals of worship 

8. It is the Islamic state’s responsibility to provide security to 
non-Muslim diplomats 

9. It is the Islamic state’s responsibility to arrange for the security 
of the religious leaders and places of worship of non-Muslims 

10. It is the Islamic state’s responsibility to care for the disabled, 
elderly and poor non-Muslim citizens 

11. It is the Islamic state’s responsibility to ensure that the sanctity 
of all religions in its territory is respected 
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Chapter 8 


The Unlawfulness of Rebelling 
Against the Muslim State, 
Administration and Authority 
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8 .1 What is Rebellion and Who is a Rebel?— Terms, 
Definitions and Signs 

In the preceding pages we described the Islamic teachings 
pertaining to the prohibition of torturing Muslims, killing non- 
Muslims and bringing harm to the non-combatants of an enemy 
nation — including their properties and crops. This chapter seeks 
to determine the magnitude and heinousness of rebellion and 
terrorism in an Islamic state. Since this chapter deals exclusively 
with rebellion, we must first explain the meanings of words 
‘rebellion’ and ‘terrorism’, and identify the signs of those who 
engage in them. 

8.2 The Lexical Definition of Rebellion 

The Arabic equivalent of the word ‘rebellion’ is derived from the 
word ‘ baghyun ’, which sometimes implies demand and sometimes 
oppression and excess. According to the jurists, rebellion means to 
disobey the commands of a lawful government and launch armed 
struggle against it. 

The philologist Ibn Faris said: 

iULJl jfi tsUl'j jSSlj £UJi 

Cft p ■ ■ ■ • • • 

lilj . . . <1)1 iioj . . . ttJju U \ jJ* 

/pM . . . Suj La <1)1 Jj yu \i J\S~ 

The origin of the word baghyun is from the letters 
ba\ ghayn and ya\ and it has two primary meanings: 

[one] to seek something, and [two] a type of depravity. 

. . . Regarding the second meaning, it is found in their 
statement, that ‘the wound got septic (bagha) or it 
deteriorated. . . . Then, after this, the other words are 
derived from it; so it is said that baghyun is an adulteress 
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because she transgresses the limits of chastity and commits 
fornication. . . . And that baghyun from the same origin 
also implies oppression committed by one against the 
other. . . When it becomes someone’s habit then mischief 
generates from his behaviour. That is why baghyun is 
also used to imply violence and oppression . 1 

Ibn Nujaym defined rebellion in the following words: 

A3yii\ ilaj tcsixplj jiils 

. JiUl! SpUs jp iU-jtP LeU Siij . . . jlUSIi jp ci op fcpdl 

The word bughat is the plural of bagh (rebel). He who 
‘transgressed [bagha] against people’ is the one who 
oppressed and committed excess. It also means that 
he spread mischief. From it comes the term al-firqa al- 
baghiya (the rebellious sect), because it deviated from 
the middle path . . . and the fi'a baghiya (the rebellious 
group) is one that does not obey the writ of the state. z 


1 Ibn Faris, Mu jam maqayis al-lugha, p. 144; and Ibn Manzur, Lisan al-Arab, 
14:75-78. 

z Ibn Nujaym, al-Bahr al-ra’iq, 5:150. 

In Islamic literature, such as hadith books, Qur anic exegeses and works 
pertaining to jurisprudence and doctrine, we find that the terms used for the 
Islamic state are jama c a [congregation] or Emirate, and that for the ruler, the 
terms caliph, emir or imam are used. The Prophet 0 . used the words jama'a and 
imam when he said, ‘Stick to the congregation of the Muslims and their Imam’. 
(al-Bukharl in al-Sahth: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: 
‘What Should be Done when There is no Congregation’, 2:2595 §2273; and 
Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: ‘On 
Seclusion’, 2:1317 §2979.) 

Ibn Khaldun elaborates on the concept of imamate in the following words: 
‘The caliphate and emirate refer to the successorship of the possessor of the 
Sacred Law [the Prophet J|] in safeguarding the religion and the affairs of the 
world’. (Ibn Khaldun, al-Muqaddima, p. 134.) In contemporary times we have 
new terms for all sciences, so we have translated some common Islamic terms 
into the contemporary legal language. The word ‘imam’ has been translated as 
‘government’, ‘Muslim government’ and ‘Muslim state’, and ‘obedience’ [ta a, 
riyasa ] have been translated as the administration of the state and authority. 
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Al-Haskafl said about rebellion, 

.jJlis’j U iJLb T j -3 dST» nl.ib.lt :S*1 ^dt 

‘Lexically, the word baghyun means to seek or demand 
something. An example of this meaning is in the verse, 
“'That is what we were seeking [ nabghi ]” [Qur’an 18:46]. 
Conventionally, it means to seek that which is unlawful, 
such as oppression, tyranny and terror’. 1 

These semantic details are given in lexicons such as Tahdhlb 
al-lugha, al-Sihah and Lisan al- c Arab. These lexical definitions 
prove that the word ‘rebellion’ means ‘excess’ and ‘oppression’. 
Furthermore, it also refers to the breach of all legal, constitutional 
and Islamic limits to spread strife, mischief and chaos in society. 

8.3 The Legal Definition of Rebellion 

The lexicologists have provided various definitions for rebellion, all 
of which converge on the same root meaning. Likewise, numerous 
legal definitions have also been mentioned by the different schools 
of Islamic jurisprudence. 

8.3.1 Rebellion According to the HanafI School of 
Jurisprudence 

The name of Ibn Humam figures prominently in the Hanafl school. 
He spelled out the most comprehensive definition of rebellion 
in his book, Fatb al-Qadtr, and described the different kinds of 
rebels. He said: 

AiPlb °Jc- SpUs °jc- ^ 

^uJl d'j-*' JjjIJ 

• pij c JjjbJ' bjLsyJ 

^4! ^41 Am C&'j&fjA 


1 Al-Haskafi, al-Durr al-mukhtar, 4:261. 
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C >« Jai J-4UJI JU tjiAt i)\j Ijl si tjliS 01 .JiJsJl 

,3>u Jp 

ji jlr jtu ^ 4if ojji 4^3 j*4J fjj 

jlo OjJbncpOJ 0JJ»0to <dlsl {-*9?£ . ZL/stii 

aIp t <Ult Jjij OjJiioj OjlOoj 

. . . .SUiJl ^is?- JL54^" 

A?-l_£0t U ^Jj ^U| (_jIp OjiL~« [>yi 

.SUilJl (*Aj ^[jjlji jl»10w»Jl tUi 

According to the conventional usage amongst the jurists, 
the word baght [rebel] denotes the one who rebels against 
the authority of the government. Those who challenge 
the writ of the state are four kinds: 

[1] Those who rebel without any incorrect interpretation 
[ ta’wll ] — whether they have a force of arms or not — and 
who seize the wealth of people, murder them and terrorise 
travellers on the road. They are brigands. 

[2] A folk who are just like the aforementioned group. 

They do not have a force of arms, but do have an incorrect 
interpretation. The legal ruling upon this group is that 
they are considered brigands: if they fight they are to be 
killed and crucified, and if they steal the wealth of the 
Muslims the prescribed punishment has to be given to 
them, in the manner that is well-known [in Islamic law]. 

[3] A folk who have a force of arms and protection, and 
who rebel against the writ of the government with an 
incorrect interpretation and believe that the government 
is based on falsehood, disbelief or disobedience, and that 
according to their incorrect interpretation it is obligatory 
to rebel against it; this group is called Kharijites. They 
declare lawful the blood and wealth of the Muslims, 
capture their womenfolk and declare the Companions of 
God’s Messenger apostates. According to the majority 
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of the jurists and the traditionists [ahl al-hadith] they are 
given the same ruling as that of the rebels [bughat], . . . 

[4] A group of Muslims who rebelled against the 
government, but did not declare lawful what the 
Kharijites declared lawful, such as shedding the blood of 
the Muslims and capturing their children. This group is 
considered amongst the rebels [bughat ]. 1 

Zayn al-Dln b. Nujaym al-Hanafl defined rebels as: 

‘A group of Muslims who rebelled against a legitimate 
government, but did not declare lawful what the Kharijites 
declared lawful, such as shedding the blood of Muslims 
and capturing their children’. 2 

Ibn c Abidln al-Shaml defined rebellion in Radd al-muhtar in the 
following words: 

.JjjIsj Jail! Jil *4! ^ £)j*l 

djf’Ajj “Uii Jpdi” 

‘The people of rebellion include every faction that 
possesses force of arms and seeks to gain power; they 
fight the people of justice on the basis of an incorrect 
interpretation, and argue that “the truth is with us” and 
that they are the true authorities’. 3 

In al-Durr al-mukhtar, al-Haskafl described three different kinds 
of rebels: 

(*■*) • • • J p 


1 Ibn Humam, Path al-Qadir, 5:334. 
z Ibn Nujaym , al-Bahr al-raHq, 5:151. 

3 Ibn Abidin al-Shaml, Radd al-muhtar, 4:262; al-Dasuql, al-Hashiya, 4:261; 
and Badr al-Dln al- Aynl in al-Binaya sharh al-Hidaya, 5:888. 
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Lyry jf j® JtU j^p Ail foip 4*i* ^ 4 ! £ji 

.J§| ULi OjJJdoj BtUJ JjlLoj U«Ui OjjL^t£ljJ .^foUjU 

. ^sp!l APA?- US tlgJLl!' £liAfb 3 Ujl 4S0- t g^xyj 

Furthermore, those who rebel against the government and 
spread mischief are three types: brigands [qutta c al-tanq ], 

. . . rebels [bughat] . . . and Kharijites. As for the Kharijites, 
they are a folk possessing a force of arms who rebel against 
the government on the basis of an incorrect interpretation 
by which they believe it is based on falsehood, disbelief or 
disobedience, and who believe, according to their incorrect 
interpretation, that it is obligatory to engage in militancy 
against the state. They declare lawful the shedding of our 
blood and the seizure of our wealth, and they capture our 
womenfolk and declare our Prophet’s Companions 
disbelievers. According to the consensus of the jurists, they 
take the same judgement as the rebels, as he [Ibn Humam] 
verified in al-Fath [Fath al-Qadir ]. z 

8.3.2 Rebellion According to the MAlikI School of 
Jurisprudence 

Imam Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Juzayy al-Kalbl, one of the 
notable jurists of the Malikl school, wrote: 

jl ^ djfitij jjiJ' 31 pJI 

. lgifo,2j jjlSjilS’ ^fo lP Cyrj (iF- djkiM Jl tAsP \b ^3> 

The rebels are those who fight on the basis of a self-styled 
interpretation, and who refuse to accept the authority of 
the state, or who, by force of arms, refuse to obey it, or 
who refuse to fulfil a duty that is incumbent upon them, 
such as Zakat and the like . 1 2 

Imam al-Dasuql writes in his marginalia on al-Sharh al-kabu in 
the chapter titled, ‘The Section on Rebellion and Related Matters’: 

1 Al-Haskafl, al-Durr al-mukhtar, 4:262-263. 

2 Ibn Juzayy al-Kalbl, al-Qawanln al-fiqhiyya, p. 364. 
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ja jjl Jl5 Ipjiij p JUa£l>l &i 3 * 

JJj <d&«J ilauti Js- ^ AiaUJ C«xp jji 4pd» ^U~o , l!l 

‘Lexically, it means to transgress. It is said “so-and- 
so bagha against so-and-so” if he went against him. 
Legally, it is, as Ibn c Arafa said, “To employ force — even 
if through a self-styled interpretation — while refusing 
lawful obedience to a lawfully established government”.’ 

8.3.3 Rebellion According to the ShAfiT School of 
Jurisprudence 

Imam al-NawawI penned an entire chapter on fighting rebels 
his book Rawdat al-talibm. He defined the term rebel, saying, 

as jp £j&ji t jjbJi diJiAiii jJ> juliii ^ ^di 

.JsjJSj jl <dlp «.lil ^0 

‘In the technical nomenclature of the scholars, the term 
“rebel” denotes the one who goes against the Muslim 
government, defies and conditionally withholds that 
which he or others are duty-bound to fulfil ’. 1 2 

Zakariyya al-Ansarl al-ShafiT defined rebels, saying: 

.tjIilL *J U JjJu'liJ “Ai cOIpUAI' 5^5” 

Rebels are those who, possessing strength, go against 
the government on the basis of a speculative and false 
interpretation. It is obligatory to fight them [to crush 
their revolt]. As for the Kharijites, they are a folk who 
declare those who commit enormities to be disbelievers, 
and they abandon the community [jama" a]; they are not 
to be fought as long as they do not fight. z 


1 Yahya al-Nawawi, Rawdat al-talibin, 10:50. 

2 Zakariyya al-Ansarl, Manhaj al-tullab, 1:123. 
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Imam al-Shirbim said in al-Iqna c : 

jp -{A*. 5 UlJI 

jSi l&£ <>2j : ajT *3 .j^Jl 

JlsSlI Cdk lij t<u^2ifli jl L^ajiA) AJU4J L^Sv! ( _jIp 

Jjj ^UJ jjiJlAA ^aj ^>U^M JuJULs SiiUs ^Js- Siilb 

SlSjS’’ ^lip Jp- jl Ai ^aiUpil aspUj jP I yrjt- t)b djter 

.iujj&Ah <b*i!l jfi alixlil US' bj£-J jj-®' ^b&j JsjJJbJb 

The word ‘ bughat ’ is the plural of bag/?, and baghyun 
is oppression and going beyond the bounds. They [the 
rebels] are given this name because of their oppression 
and departure from the truth. The basis for this is found 
in the verse, ‘And if two parties amongst the believers 
fight each other . . Z 1 [Qur’an 49:9] There is no explicit 
mention here of rebellion against the Muslim government, 
but its general import does include it or imply it, because 
if it is ordered to fight the rebellious of two contending 
parties, then it is ordered — a fortiori — to fight against 
the one who rebels against the government. These are 
the anti-government Muslims, even if the government is 
oppressive. They revolt against the writ of the government 
through disobeying it or withholding rights due upon 
them, such as the payment of Zakat with previously 
mentioned conditions. It is obligatory to fight the rebels, 
as is inferred from the aforementioned verse. z 

Imam al-Shirblnl has also described the same detail in his other 

work, MughnT al-muhtaj (4:123). 


1 The complete verse is: ‘And if two parties amongst the believers fight each 
other then make peace between them. And if one party goes against [baghat] the 
other, then all of you together fight the contentious party until they all submit 
to the command of God’. Ed. 
z al-Shirblnl, al-lqna c , 2:547. 
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8 . 3.4 Rebellion According to the HanbalI School of 
Jurisprudence 

Ibn Hubayra al-Hanball described rebellion in the following 
words: 

Jjjlib oti Sii Us lij “til IjiiijIJ 

j*- 

‘They [the jurists] all concurred that if a party possessing 
strength rebels against the writ of the Muslim government, 
with self-styled and mistaken interpretations, it is 
permissible to fight them until they submit to the writ of 
the state ’. 1 2 

Imam Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI defined rebels as: 

i4A& i£!Li Jj/y j*Jl J*1 fji 

‘A folk from the people of truth [i.e., the Muslims] that 
rebel against the writ of the state due to some alluring 
interpretation, and that seek to overthrow the government 
with the force of arms and strength’. 2, 

Muhammad b. Muflih al-MaqdisI al-Hanball wrote in al-Furu c : 

jUj 

H\ aSjllI i J>3 • Jd> ^Uaii Oli Jlj .Jo ^ libj 

• 40j yje j> .£lki l^\j Pj3j 

The rebels are those who rise against the state due to 
some apparently alluring interpretation, and who possess 
power; they are not a small group — contrary to the view 
of Abu Bakr [al-Marwazl] — even if they do not fit the 
conditions for being considered brigands [qutta c al-tarlq]. 


1 Ibn Hubayra, al-Ifsah, p. 402. 

2 Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI, al-Kafi, 4:147; al-Shirblnl, Mughrii al-muhtaj, 
4:123-124; and al-Qarafl, al-Dhakhlra, 5:512. 
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In al-Targhib it is mentioned: ‘They are not considered to 
have power unless there is one person amongst them who 
is obeyed [as a leader]’. And they can also be considered 
[rebels] if they apply their force in any part [of the Islamic 
state’s jurisdiction]. 1 

Imam Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. c Abd Allah b. Muflih al-Hanball 
writes in al-MubdF, 

jp AJl iiiiajl Ua Ijl Cju jJLao Jgiji 

.<lAp djiawll 

‘ Baghyun is the verbal noun of the verb bagha/yabgbt. It 
is said that someone “ bagha ” if he transgressed. In this 
context it means the oppressors who rebel and transgress 
against the Muslim government’. 2 

Mar c I b. Yusuf al-Hanball wrote in Ghayat al-muntaha : 

(U jjj <■%&> t J-AP j[p jij 

. JIp ^ jij Jp fjAij jhk. 

They are the ones who, with an apparently appealing 
interpretation, rebel against the Muslim government, 
even if it is unjust. And they possess power, even if they 
have no central leader who is obeyed. It is unlawful to 
rebel against the writ of the government, even if it is 
unjust. 3 

Al-BuhutI al-Hanball wrote in Kashshaf al-qina" c an matn al-iqna c , 
in the chapter on fighting rebels, 

4Plb jp byrj lAJl <ui]aJl lil 

. *lJp 


1 Ibn Muflih, al-Furif, 6:147. 

2 Ibn Muflih, al-Mubdi\ 9:159-160. 

3 Mar l b. Yusuf al-Karml, Ghayat al-muntaha , 3:348. 
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‘It [ baghyun ] is the verbal noun of the verb bagha/yabghl. 

It is said that someone “bagha” if he transgressed. In this 
context it refers to the oppressive rebels who revolt and 
transgress against the writ of the state ’. 1 

8.3.5 Rebellion According to the Ja c farI School of 
Jurisprudence 

Abu Ja c far Muhammad b. Husayn al-jusl, the Ja c farl jurist, penned 
an entire chapter in his book al-Iqtisad al-badi ila tanq al-rashad, 
describing the prescriptions against rebels. He said: 

01 tsUap fUj ^ 

Ja&i it Js- 

jl jAJl ,J\ \jLtu <1)1 ^ JQ 

■hyr % JPjS; fp* ’JrU % 

t)l JjAj (3*41 3 j* :U*a£-t \ySyp [ Js- i\*d\j 

‘( >4y & OjSj i :y^'j £H3 <+0^ v j* J* 

jsL’ % rfy-j* J* ^ 

The word rebel denotes everyone who rebels and 
revolts against a Muslim government. It is the duty of 
the government to fight them, and it is obligatory upon 
everyone whom the government drafts [to fight them] to 
go with it or help it in fighting them. It is impermissible 
for someone other than the government to fight them — 
unless it is by its permission. When they are fought, there 
must be no turning back unless they return to the truth or 
are killed. Neither tax [in lieu of fealty] nor compensation 
is accepted from them. 

There are two types of rebels. The first type is a group 
that has a leader to whom they defer. It is permissible 
to finish off their wounded, pursue those of them who 


1 Al-Buhuti, Kashshaf al-qina c an matn al-Iqna\ 6:158. 
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flee [in battle] and kill those of them who are captured. 

The second type is a group that does not have a leader to 
whom they defer; their wounded and captured ones are 
not to be killed. 1 

The Ja c farl jurist and Qur’anic exegete, al-Fadl b. al-Hasan al- 
JabarsI, defined the term ‘rebel’ in al-Mu'talif min al-mukhtalif, 

‘A rebel is the one who revolts and fights against a Muslim 
state, and refuses to give it his rightful due’. z 

These quotes demonstrate that the renowned and the distinguished 
scholars of the Muslim world have described rebellion in much the 
same way, and with little variation, despite their different eras, 
doctrines and schools of jurisprudence. It is important for us to 
know the conclusions of the various jurisprudential traditions so 
we may assimilate them into one single definition. 

All of the esteemed jurists interpreted the term ‘rebels’ as a 
group whose actions spring from extremism and who challenge 
the authority of the government on the basis of their self-styled 
interpretations. The terrorism we are facing today belongs to 
the same category and deserves the same treatment meted out to 
the terrorists of the past. If enforced, the aforementioned legal 
precepts would uproot terrorism. 

8.3.6 Rebellion According to Contemporary Jurists 

The sixteenth session of the Muslim World League was held in 
the Islamic Academy of Jurisprudence in Mecca, from January 
5 to January 10, 2002, under the supervision of King Fahd bin 
Abdul Aziz, the Custodian of the two Sanctuaries. After five days 
of deliberation, the ‘Makka Declaration’ defined terrorism: 

ajAgjJtj cdUj dipj 

1 Al-Tusl, al-Iqtisad al-hadi ila tanq al-rashad, p. 315. 

2 Al-TabarsI , al-Mu’talif min al-mukhtalif, 2:377. 
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J*? D-3 ‘Jdj**' ^ 3 J>~d' j>y J-y* u i dr 

t^PU^- Jl t5iji Ijuili jl JUSl 

$ r&yy ykf* jf ‘u*^ 1 jb y*jb 

o^-t; jl SyJl; jjjaJl Jl?Jl j*j iJa*M jf ^$^1 jl 

<£*ilaJi jf tSlbjii ijijiJi ji jf <uuii uS^la^ij jjijji 

<&' (^' ^ iU«l!i yj-b dr? J^s tjla^U 

oSj Xjiyidt L*J i sStf L\ Je)% j iUiil £3 %} :l£p J^llljl 

^3i 4MI 0*APj l)1j.A*J1j olftj^U ££ljJl s-lj^Jl <U11 

31 i j &ib 01 iSu*3 ^ ^ j ^ j 3 ^AJi ^Ut ijij^- Uii> 

cSpf ^ viU'i J* i? 52 jl 'jy^4 

Oiip J i^i tfifl J 

lia SjjhAJ alill ?Jy SjjiP (iyJ ^ *tfj 

tihfjj ..uLp Jiyj t^ii Jyi£- y* Ijjb- &«;>CW' ^ csiJi 

OUj^l APllA UadslJ ^*3' dr?J ‘jPj^h Olij) £lpl J-; 5l 

aIwJJI Jfl Jo ^9 «_ jjUl <UjjU Uj tji.ibi.~ili ^9 j^gdl “tljtij c£>Ul 
^ip Ijla^’ 4Pljjl *i-^l olftj^l £y* ^J^l iJii 01 c^1j3 

^ t^^JiJl jP £&iJl Jli Ipj tjjuil ^ 

.ill Jli 

Terrorism is aggression perpetrated by individuals, groups 
or states in a spirit of oppression against one’s religion, 
blood, reason, wealth or honour. It comprises all types of 
fear-inducing behaviours, harms and threats, including 
armed burglary, the spreading of fear amongst travellers 
and acts of highway robbery. It covers all acts of violence 
or threats to commit individual or group crimes for the 
sake of striking fear amongst people or terrifying them 
through threats of causing harm to them or endangering 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



1 86 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


their lives, freedom, security or general conditions. 
Included in the types of terrorism is the endangering of 
national or natural resources or the damaging of public 
utilities or private properties. All of the above are types 
of mischief on earth which God prohibited Muslims from 
committing when He said in the Qur’an: ‘ And seek not 
mischief in the earth. Indeed, God does not like those 
who spread mischief d God has legislated a rigorous 
punishment for terrorism, aggression and corruption 
and regarded them as acts of war against God and His 
Messenger 0: ‘Indeed, those who wage war against God 
and His Messenger [i.e., perpetrate terrorism, robbery 
and burglary amongst people], and remain engaged in 
creating mischief in the land, their punishment is that they 
should be slain, or crucified, or their hands and their feet 
on opposite sides should be cut off, or that they should 
be exiled from the land. That is for them a humiliation 
in this world, and for them there is a terrible torment in 
the Hereafter’ . z 

There is not to be found any man-made law that 
prescribes such a severe punishment that is commensurate 
with the severity of this crime — a crime that the Shariah 
considers as war against the limits set by God, and 
against His creation. This council reiterates its stance 
that state-terrorism is a type of terrorism, and that its 
clearest examples are the acts of terror perpetrated by 
the Jews in Palestine and the Serbs in Bosnia Herzegovina 
and Kosovo. It is the view of this council that state-terror 
is the most dangerous form of terror threatening world 
security and peace, and it is this council’s view that 
countering this state-terror is self-defence and jihad in 
the path of God. 


1 Qur’an 28:77. 

2 Ibid., 5:33. 
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8.4 The Legal Definition of ‘Unlawful Warfare’ and 
‘Illegal Fighters’ 

Some religious scholars have used the word ‘rebel’ to mean ‘illegal 
fighter’ [ muharib ] and others have differentiated between a rebel 
and an illegal fighter and described different ways of dealing with 
both. Imam Ibn Humam said, 

Jljil 5 jJl?- 1 j iikZi JjjG “A; 

.JjjJaJl bjJCsyj 

‘They [muharibiin\ are those who rebel without a self- 
styled interpretation [justifying it on religious grounds], 
with or without force of arms, and who steal people’s 
wealth, kill them and spread terror on the road’. 1 2 

Imam Ibn c Abd al-Barr also defined robbers, brigands and 
illegal fighters as those who shed blood and violate the dignity 
and honour of others. He said, 

t juli iSui jtjty jiLii {id 

4UI U tsUjJl 

‘Every individual who blocks the roads, spreads fear, 
sows corruption on the earth by seizing wealth and 
shedding blood and violates those whose honour God has 
made inviolable [i.e., chaste women] is an illegal fighter 
[muharib]’ . z 

8.5 The Distinguishing Characteristics of Rebels 

Imam al-Kasanl, one of the notable jurists of the Hanafl school, 
said: 

jl CJIS" 51 ^jIj j*J*j -Q 'jAJl j*J» aUuJl 


1 Ibn Humam, Fath al-Qadir, 6:99; al-Mawardi, al-lqna , p. 143. 

2 Ibn Abd al-Barr, al-Kafi ft fiqh Ahl al-Madina, 2:1087; al-Dardlr, al-Sharh 
al-saghlr, 4:49 2-49 3 . 
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Jjjlsil sUaJlj Jbaih 5 jA?s£1Jj JaI ^UJ 

.Sjij Im p&j 

The rebels [bugbat] are the Kharijites, and they are a 
folk who believe that every sin is disbelief, whether it is 
a major or a minor sin. They rebel against the Muslim 
state, and with this self-styled interpretation they believe 
it is lawful to kill, shed blood and seize wealth; and they 
possess force and strength. 1 

In his well-known marginalia, Hdshiya al-Bujayrimi, Sulayman 
b. 'Umar b. Muhammad al-Shafi'I wrote: 

<lL»p Ja^-j ^ <-)U :5jihS ^ 

. jir j'i P dtj jllJ' J&j 

As for the Kharijites, they are a group from the innovators 
who assert that when someone commits a grave sin, he 
has disbelieved, his good deeds are null, and that he will 
abide eternally in Hell. They also believe that the lands 
of Islam become lands of disbelief when enormities are 
committed in them. 2 

In his book al-Mughm , Imam Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI penned 
a chapter on the subject of fighting rebels. Referring to verses nine 
and ten of Sura al-Hujurat, he described the religious prescription 
regarding rebels and described the various kinds of Kharijites: 

^U)!l fjali jp 

Jjjjis £UaS tJjjU Jm 4x4ali °j£ IjaLwl j»ji 

.iUiJb Jfi 

psyij y rP. p 

&y jA j \ Jji ^3 Jij 1 ’ -pyuj 

1 Al-KasanI, Bada i al-sana‘i\ 7:140. 

2 Sulayman al-Bujayrimi, al-Hashiya, 4:201. 
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cJ t)lj tt Jj cJj cJj t)l ^ & (*^“ 5<' 

,<U 

jLdJjlj Sitibj Qpj OUip OjjlioJ iwjiib 6jjlS2 jjJJt 

j, _ S >' „i „ » __ , i , 

.^4** ^'r'i ^ ijLjS} 

^ t^T J*' dr* fi* 

li» J> ’/& jkUl «£J' Jl pik" J> £l &u a*jj> pfrij 

jl . . . «UtJ' Jls? ^ ^4;UI Sijii Js- 4-^'ii ^4»^" ytf' 

j^i cs*^' £)■*' ®j4^ *%*■* 'jS}j 
Those who are outside of the writ of the government and 
its authority are four categories: 

[1] The first category is of those who refuse to obey the 
writ of the government and who rebel against it without a 
self-styled interpretation. They are brigands who spread 
mischief in the land. 

[2] The second category is of those who have a self- 
styled interpretation, but they are a miniscule party 
without power, such as one or two people, or ten and the 
like. According to the position of most of our [Hanball] 
colleagues [and the position of al-ShafiT], they are 
brigands, because when Ibn Muljam 1 stabbed c All, [ c All] 
said to al-Hasan, ‘If I recover from this I will decide about 
him, and if I die do not mutilate his corpse’. 

[3] The third category is of those who are Kharijites: 
those who declare [others] disbelievers because of sins, 
and who declare ‘Uthman, c All, Talha, Zubayr and many 
of the Companions disbelievers. And they believe that it 
is lawful to shed the blood of the Muslims and seize their 
wealth — except those of them who rebel along with them. 

[4] The fourth category is of a folk from the people of 
truth [i.e., the Muslims] that rebel against the Muslim 


1 c Abd al-Rahman b. Muljam al-Muradi, the Kharijite who assassinated c Ah 
JC Ed. 
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government due to a self-styled interpretation, and they 
seek, with force of arms and strength, to overthrow the 
government . 1 

Just as the jurists concur on the definition of rebels, so too 
they agree on their distinguishing characteristics. Their first 
characteristic is that they declare Muslims disbelievers and justify 
extremism through their erroneous interpretation of the religion, 
issuing verdicts of disbelief against the Muslims and the corrupt 
rulers in the Muslim lands. Their characteristics are similar to 
those of the Kharijites. Thus, the judgment of the fourth Caliph, 
c All against the Kharijites of his day is equally applicable to 
their modern counterparts. 


1 Ibn Qudama al-Maqdisi, al-Mughni, 9:3, 5. 
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9-i Why is Rebellion a Grave Crime? 


We see from the previously mentioned definitions and details that 
those who revolt and commit acts of terrorism against Muslim 
citizens and governments do not deserve any concessions, because 
the power, strength, stability and survival of any nation depends 
on unity and community cohesion, which these terrorists attempt 
to destroy. The gravity and magnitude of rebellion against Muslim 
governments can be gauged from the following commandment of 
God Almighty, 


J| Ijjjuij bjkLjj djijJ AJJl jj-UI UiJ I 

olip J Gib J 


‘Indeed, those who wage war against God and His 
Messenger and remain engaged in creating mischief in the 
land [i.e., perpetrate terrorism, robbery and burglary], 
their punishment is that they should be slain, or crucified, 
or their hands and their feet on opposite sides should 
be cut off, or that they should be exiled from the land. 
That is for them a humiliation in this world, and for them 
there is a terrible torment in the Hereafter’ d 


This verse indicates that it is binding on the state to eliminate 
those who terrorise society through militancy and violence, 
irrespective of their faith that they claim to uphold. Explaining 
the aforementioned verse, Ibn c Abbas said, 

t<dip jUij aj jJJp p Si? J* pipit jj> 

■ oJj paS jUs d)Jj «.LAi i)tj aJLx 3 «.LAi d)l jtbdb <ui 


1 Qur’an 5:33. 
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‘Whoever takes up arms against the community of Islam, 
terrorises the roads and is subsequently captured and 
apprehended, it is the discretion of the government to 
kill him, crucify him or cut off his hands and feet from 
opposite sides ’. 1 2 

Imam al-Tabari and Ibn Kathlr reported that SaTd b. al- 
Musayyab, Mujahid, ‘Ata 1 , al-Hasan al-Basrl, Ibrahim al- 
NakhaT and al-Dahhak all shared the same position. Imam al- 
Suyutl narrated the same view in al-Durr al-manthiir. Imam al- 
Qurtubl mentioned in his exegesis that this verse was revealed 
in connection with a group in the time of the Prophet J&. They 
murdered peaceful people and plundered wealth, and in turn 
received a severe punishment. 

This verse also indicates that capital punishment is lawful. Al- 
Qadl Thana’ Allah Panlpatl wrote: 

SPjll sXk ^3 .jUJ' 01 

A^S- Aj jt?- JjjjJad jdpli tOjA !l aSjJj 

qJ>S- ^3) d^J • • • 

.£$1 tXk 

They [the jurists] concurred that ‘those who wage war 
and sow corruption in the earth’ mentioned in the verse 
are the brigands, whether they are Muslims or from the 
non-Muslim citizens. They also agreed that the one who 
takes up arms for the purpose of spreading fear on the 
roads outside of the urban areas — as no help can reach 
there — is an unlawful combatant [ muharib ] and brigand 
who is subject to the rulings contained in this verse. . . . 
Al-Baghawl said, ‘Those who rebel within the urban areas 
are also subject to the ruling contained in this verse’. 2, 

1 Ibn Kathlr, Tafsir al-Qur'an al- Agim, 1:51; al-Tabari, Jami al-bayan, 6:114. 

2 Al-Qadl Thana 1 Allah Panlpatl, al-Tafsir al-mazhan, 3:86. 
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Al-Zamakhshan interpreted this verse, saying, 

^3 t<Ull jjiij 

‘They wage war against the Messenger of God 0, and 
waging war against the Muslims takes the same legal 
ruling as waging war against him 0’. 1 

Citing this exact quote from al-Zamakhsharl, Abu Hafs al-Hanball 
commented: 

Uij 1 — ill ^1 UJIJ tjjjsk. ill JjiiJ ijljlAj til 

UJl jiil' t>J^ :,_g!Ui djiS" U ia »i — 


What is meant here is that they wage war against the 
Messenger of God 0 — and God’s name was only 
mentioned in exaltation and esteem for the one against 
whom war is waged, similar to the statement of God 
Most High, ‘Indeed, those who pledge fealty to you are 
only pledging fealty to God’. [Qur’an 48 :io] z 

Speaking on this verse, Imam Ibn Humam said that terrorism is 
tantamount to waging war against God, the Messenger 0 and the 
general body of Muslims: 

iwl Jjjj ^jJli ,J\j6 ill xddd JSU^iJl oSl ill jjjjlaJl jtll 

jUsPb l ijiijl UlJ .jiSlI ^ iip .Xiipl jil 

tUJbdlJ JjjjiaJ jA Jljiijll ^ jbsPb 

. 4jjb- aij 4JUj j^Jl JjjjlaJl *Ja3 Ijlj .iljj 4 Aju uS^Ullj 

.ill iUp iijjjt?o c£' Ja Jl 

The brigand is called one who wages war against God, 
because the traveller relies upon God Most High; so 

1 Jar Allah al-Zamakhsharl, al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa'iq gbawamid al-Tanzil, 
1:661. 

z Abu Hafs al-Hanball, al-Lubab ft ulum al-Kitab, 7:303. 
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the one who spoils his security wages war against the 
one in whom the traveller trusts for the obtainment of 
security. As for his waging war against His Messenger 
it is either because he disobeys him |jl, or because 
the Messenger H is the one who safeguards the paths 
of the Muslims, and the caliphs and kings after him are 
his deputies. So he who acts as a highway bandit on the 
roads that the Messenger Jt and his deputies took upon 
themselves to safeguard has waged war against him. On 
the other hand, the phrase can be understood as one in 
which the first particle of the construction is omitted, so 
in other words it means those who wage war against the 
servants of God. 1 

These aforementioned quotes prove that those who engage in 
terrorism are engaged in war against God and His Messenger Jl 
and the Muslim community entire. 

9.2 An Important Point 

Highway robbers and bandits are also declared rebels and must be put 
to death according to the verse of Sura al-Ma'ida and its subsequent 
exegeses. Highway robbers block roads and cause misery to God’s 
creation. In the present-day scenario, this crime also includes incidents 
where terrorists hold people hostage by taking over buildings, schools 
or mosques by force. 

Terrorism is a form of social disruption that causes peaceful 
people to die a tormenting death and suffer from psychological 
distress and mental disorders. Terrorism has plagued the entire 
society with fear. Since terrorists attempt to mislead people by 
baseless and specious interpretations, their activities are a form 
of religious strife. This is also the reason why God declared them 
killers of humanity, or worse, those who wage war against God 
and His Messenger 0 ,. The Almighty has declared these mischief- 
mongers and terrorists the killers of humanity or the perpetrators 
of even a bigger sin. God’s words are clear, 


1 Ibn Humam, Fath al-Qadir, 5:177. 
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{ JsflJl lit 

‘And tribulation [fitna] is worse than killing" A 

9.3 The Prophet’s 0 Condemnation of Armed Uprising 

AGAINST THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY 

The Prophet 0 vehemently condemned the forces of dissention 
and declared them outside the pale of Islam, saying, ‘they are not 
from me’. They deviate from the right path, indiscriminately kill 
peaceful people, and rise in revolt against the state and society at 
large. Our Prophet 0, the one who gave us the Shariah, prescribed 
severe punishments against rebels and mischief-makers, and the 
jurists followed suit with legal edicts in their respective periods. 
The Prophet 0 severely warned against rebellion, 

Js\3 jij aaU djU tOUi apU*Ji Jjjlij y° 

tSllaL?- SJH&j Jais a^pp jXali jl Alia P jfillu jf &*J L-AaJu Site SjIj 

^ Jk % ir? ^3 '-»rr^3 ^ 

.aw LUj Jj> 

‘Whoever rebels against the writ of the Muslim state [and 
challenges its authority] and separates himself from the 
community [jama‘a] and then dies, he dies the death of 
one in a state of jahiltya [pre-Islamic time of ignorance]. 

And whoever fights under a blind banner, becomes angry 
for the sake of ignorant bigotry, calls to ignorant bigotry 
and gives support to blind bigotry and is then killed, his 
death is one of jahiliyya. And whoever secedes from my 
nation [and rebels against the state, raising legions and 
troops], killing its righteous and sinful members and feels 
no compunction [in killing] its believers and does not 
fulfil the oath of the one from whom an oath is taken, 
then he is not from me and I am not from him’. 1 2 


1 Qur’an 2:191. 

2 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-imara [The Book of Leadership], 
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In this hadith, the Prophet H declared that the blind pursuit of war 
and fighting is lethal against the community cohesion. If someone 
fights against the main body of the Muslim Umma , or attempts to 
foment hostilities on the basis of extremism, the Prophet Jl has 
not only declared his death one in a state of gross ignorance, but 
he has also expelled him from the Umma. 

The Prophet J| also said, 

aaIp ^ oU jj>j til I???- <UU&ll fjj <&' Splb 

i£j> oU ajLj 

‘Whoever withdraws his obedience [to the rightful ruler] 
shall meet God on the Day of Resurrection bereft of any 
argument; and whoever dies the death of a rebel against 
the Muslim state dies the death of pre-Islamic ignorance 
\)abiliyya]\' 

The odiousness of unjust rebellion can be gauged from a unique 
hadith report found in Imam al-Bayhaql’s Shu c ab al-Iman , from 
our master c Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas ^ who said, 

,\ti U "ill ^ Ju jl 

‘If one mountain rebelled against another mountain, God 
would have surely pulverised the rebellious one’. 2 

Speaking about the punishment that should be meted out to 
rebel groups, Imam al-Kasanl wrote in Bada’i c al-sana’i c : 

til il ^VUl ^jljAJl dl j»U^I <1)1 

chapter: ‘The Obligation to Stick to the Main Body of the Muslims in the Time 
of Trials’, 3:1476, 1477 §1848; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: Kitab tahrim al-dam [The 
Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], 7:12.3 §4114; and Ahmad b. Hanbal in 
al-Musnad, 2:296 §488. 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-imara [The Book of Leadership], 
chapter: ‘The Obligation to Stick to the Main Body of the Muslims in the Time 
of Trials’, 3:1478 §1851; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:156. 
z Narrated by al-Bayhaql in Shu c ab al-Iman, 5:291 §6693; and cited by al- 
Dhahabl in al-Kaba’ir, 1:603; and al-Suyutl in al-Durr al-manthur, 4:353. 
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' jt P Xp ppp} C£& °Jc- IjAili Js»- j 

jt4Jl si bH ijjalj uj&" % .j*^$ P* iU^aib 

,^pi\X y jXil Xrpj j*J Ui bpALS pffil .j*^0A j&U 

pApbj l) 1 i! ppP tjlsflij u£j*Lj ^U)jl (U t)J3 

^ US’ sjplll Jj3j $.Urji Sljl SpU^JI tS^j Jt £j£jhj J! 

OAj £[*l <CAp ^ 1«1p tSA~> 1 dl l£jj Idjj JaI j?- 

013 ^jsji?bj ^JblPAd . (Ji-liJl ^Jj ^J&jpad y\p p all I *UP ^ g.lj 
IjAsL53 pp^ P& li»A?-j c-*j 6ls^ djii tijj (*4^ 

^XX p& \bij y\ Jl ipb 'Jy ji J 

. uj|k Sjl?wi!t ipajxj 

If the government learns that the Kharijites [terrorists] 
are wielding weapons and preparing for battle, it must 
seize them and detain them until they desist and repent. 

If the government were to leave them, they would most 
certainly spread more terrorism on the earth. Hence it 
should apprehend them but not fight them until they 
initiate hostilities, because fighting them is for the sake 
of repelling their evil, not the evil of their polytheism [as 
it is for the pagans], for they are Muslims; and so long 
as their evil is not directed to others they are not to be 
fought. Therefore the government should first invite them 
to observe justice and return to the view of the greater 
community [jamd c a], in hopes that they will respond and 
accept the invitation — as is the practice with the people 
with whom there are hostilities [ahl al-harb ]. On this note, 
it is reported that when the Haruriyya rebelled against 
our master c All J^, he sent c Abd Allah b. c Abbas ^ to 
invite them to justice. He attempted to persuade them 
and debated them. Those amongst them who responded 
positively were left alone and those amongst them who 
refused were fought, as per the words of the Most High, 
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‘So if one group rebels against the other then fight, all of 
you together, against the rebellious one until it returns 
to the command of God V And similarly, c All along 
with the Companions, fought against the Haruriyya at 
Nahrawan. z 

Those who see some inkling of jihad within the current anti- 
state activities of terrorists should know with certainty that taking 
the lives of peaceful Muslims is no jihad at all. Rather, such acts 
malign the exalted concept of jihad. It is a part of faith to consider 
rebellion both unlawful and anti-social. 

9.4 The Threat of Hell Awaits Those Who Foment 
Rebellion 

No Muslim is allowed to rebel against the Muslim polity. Muslims 
are commanded to stay away from those groups of rebels and 
terrorists who provoke sedition and militancy against the collective 
order of a Muslim state. Imam al-Bukharl and Muslim narrated 
from Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman ^ who said, 

d)l t jsAJl jp <0)1 Jjitij (jAsh t)l£" 

• j*AJt lAgj <Ult jr^J A (4)11 J 1j icAai 

l^ju : JlS V jfi j^Jl (_Sdli Jjs :cJLo3 : Jli jIAil 14» jJu 
j4u 5jls-lo :Jli V44^-i Uj :cdi djj 

^jip Slpi :J\3 jfi jIAil a*j iciis 

: Jl3 .UJ , t ga.g (4)11 Jjij U :c4a3 . I 44 sjiii I 4 JI 

dll (4y ui (4)1 Jjdj 11 :cJj . l. v ..Jlj dyJ&uj 
SpU^- * 4 ! d)l9 :cJas 4PU4 - :Jli 

(^SjAl J^l ^gip d)l JJj etuis' JjiJl JjsPls : Jl5 Vj»UI 

.i^li ,_glp CJlj Ojiil 

1 Qur’an 29:9. 

2 Al-KasanI, BadaH‘ al-sana‘i\ 7:120. 
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‘The people used to ask the Messenger of God 0. about 
the good, but I would ask him about evil for fear that it 
would overtake me. I said, “O Messenger of God! We 
were in a state of extreme ignorance and evil and then 
God brought us this good. Tell me, will there be any evil 
after this good?” He |fi said, “Yes”. I then asked, “And 
will there be any good after that evil?” He said, “Yes, 
but it will be mixed”. I asked, “So what is this mixture?” 

He H replied, “There will come a people who will follow 
a way other than my Sunna and a path different from 
my guidance. You will see some things from them that 
you will approve of, and other things that you detest”. I 
asked him, “Will there be any evil after that good?” He 
H replied, “Yes. There will be people who invite to the 
gates of Hell; whoever responds to their invitation shall 
be cast by them into it”. I asked, “O Messenger of God! 
Describe them for us”. He |l said, “Of course. They are a 
folk from our race and who speak our language [i.e., the 
language of the Muslims]”. I said, “O Messenger of God! 

What do you think I should do if that time comes upon 
me?” He replied, “Stick to the general body of the 
Muslims [jama c a] and their ruler”. I asked, “But what if 
there is neither a general body nor a righteous ruler?” He 
replied, “Then steer clear of all those groups completely, 
even if you must bite firmly onto a tree trunk until death 
overtakes you”.’ 1 

This hadith mentions several important points related to the 
subject under discussion. It mentions that in the final days there 
will appear dissention and tribulation in the Muslim Umma , and 
that those who instigate rebellion will lead others to Hell instead of 
Paradise. Their language, colour, appearance and demeanour will 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-manaqib [The Book of Exemplary 
Virtues], chapter: ‘The Signs of Prophethood in Islam’, 3:1319 §3411; and 
Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-imara [The Book of Leadership], Chapter: ‘The 
Obligation to Stick to the Main Body of the Muslims in the Time of Tribulation, 
3:1475 §1847. 
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outwardly be that of the Prophet 0 but they will show hostility to 
the majority of mainstream Muslims. Furthermore, they will rise in 
revolt against the Muslim governments or invite others to revolt. 
We also learn from this hadith that avoiding these evil people and 
associating with the main body of Muslims will guarantee that our 
faith is protected. And finally, we see that the way of terrorism 
and armed rebellion against the Muslim government contravenes 
the law of Islam and that those who respond to this call will go 
to Hell. 

Commenting on this hadith, Qadl c Iyad said, 

v’k 

‘All the hadith reports of [Sahih] Muslim placed in this 
chapter are proofs that it is forbidden to rebel against 
unjust rulers and disobey them’. 1 2 

This means that all legal, constitutional, democratic and 
peaceful means can be used against injustice, excess and state 
oppression, and the methods which have been strictly prohibited 
are those of terrorism, rebellion and armed struggle. 

It is important to understand that there is a vast distinction 
between enjoining the good and forbidding the evil [al-amr bi al- 
ma c rufwa al-nahl c an al-munkar] and armed struggle. The Shariah 
has clearly spelled out rules and regulations for both. It is reported 
by Abu al-Bukhtarl that it was said to Hudhayfa b. al-Yaman 

<1)1 juUl Jfi ^-2 jfij J 4 i 1 : JlS V J&yi JC- fcJjjiilL; jili *tfl 

‘Should we not enjoin good and forbid evil?’ He said, ‘That 
is good; however, it is not from the Sunna to take up arms 
against your government [i.e., it is terrorism and rebellion 
and no way “bidding good and forbidding evil]”.’ 2, 

1 Qadl Tyad, Ikmal al-mu lim bi fawaid Muslim, 6:256-257. 

2 Narrated by Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:508 §37613; and al-Bayhaql 
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The method of enjoining good and forbidding evil must be 
peaceful, and not even an iota of violence is permissible in its 
enforcement. 

9.5 The Unlawfulness of Using Slogans to Incite 
Hatred and Violence 

The jurists have declared it a duty of the government to eliminate 
miscreants and terrorists who kill peaceful people and raise bigoted 
slogans. Ibn c Ala’ al-Andarltl writes in al-Fatawa al-tatarkhaniyya: 

4 *4 OjUtfJ <uLp cUjlij t<UJl CUfOj Ijfj 4JL&II Jif til 

ga l lfly df JlkliJl J^ilaj Oil" OlS . 3 jij Sl^dij 

6 f jjlliJ .OdaiiJt SiJlLll _iUj cJjlii *1 oil" 6 is 

<jpd'” :ljll 5 ^ OUsiiJl 6f *ij 

.syJju 01 j-illlJj 01 Olf3.h~.Us IjPJtJ “law 

Supposing that a group from the people of the qibla 
[i.e., Muslims] appear, raising a banner [i.e., slogan] 
and calling to it and killing for its sake, and supposing 
they gain strength, force and power — if that is due to 
the ruler’s oppression of them, he should not oppress 
them; and if he ceases to desist from oppressing them and 
that group continues to fight against the ruler, then the 
people should neither assist them nor the ruler. And if 
that group’s fighting is not due to the ruler’s oppression 
of them, and rather they say, ‘The truth is with us’, and 
they claim independent authority, then the ruler must 
fight them to establish the writ of the government and 
the people must assist him. 1 

9.6 Killing Due to Sectarian Differences is Blameworthy 

Whatever misguided interpretations terrorists put forth, their major 
in Shu. c ab al-Iman, 6:62-63. 

1 Ibn al- c Ala’ al-Andarltl, al-Fatawa al-tatarkhaniyya, 4:172. 
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claim is that they alone are the representatives of truth. To present 
it legally and religiously, they also raise the slogan, ‘the truth is 
on our side’. The extremists of today believe that their view alone 
represents true Islam and true faith according to the Qur’an and 
Sunna. In their minds the rest of the Muslims, who do not approve 
of their ideas, and all Muslim rulers and governments not governing 
completely in accordance with Islamic law and who are, in reality, 
a mixture of good and evil, are disbelievers and polytheists, or at 
least misguided. These extremists regard democratic institutions 
and elections as an embodiment of disbelief and believe that it 
is jihad to fight against them. Due to this ideology, they declare 
that it is lawful to kill government officials and the masses of 
people who participate in voting. They also believe that theft and 
robbery are lawful because, in their minds, they are engaged in 
a jihad against disbelief and disbelievers. Thus, in their minds, 
everything they do to achieve their objectives is fair, including 
suicide bombing, mass killing and wanton acts of violence. The 
fact remains that all they say and do is misguidance, terrorism and 
revolt. On that note, the Prophet H said, 

Uij <u!p tij ^IJLp cijsxjl UJJ 

uuMb oJujJ <cU U i'Js- 

fj t#j&\ ^ ! ^’ tsf u - 0U33 

S>. 

‘The only thing I fear for you is a man who recites the 
Qur’an until you see its beauty upon him, and who 
supports Islam until God willed, until he abandons it 
and casts it behind his back and attacks his neighbour 
[a Muslim] with a sword and accuses him of polytheism 
[shirk]’. [The narrator of this hadith said,] ‘O Messenger 
of God! Which of the two is closer to polytheism, the 
accuser or the accused?’ The Messenger of God 0, 
responded, ‘Of course, it is the accuser’. 1 


1 Narrated by Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, i:z8z §81; and al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 
7:zzo §z 793 . 
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The worst manifestation of sectarianism that the Muslim 
Umma faces, and over which Muslims across the world remain 
worried and divided, is the escalating tendency of accusing others 
of polytheism. The majority of the Muslims in Europe, the US, the 
Middle East and the Indian Subcontinent are weathering the storm 
of allegations from a particular brand of extremists who regard 
everyone as disbelievers except themselves. In their warped view, 
the Sufis and saints who rendered excellent service to the faith and 
spread it during the 1400-year history of Islam did nothing but 
foster polytheism. They think that they alone have been rightly 
guided and that the elders and saints of the past generations were 
ignoramuses, polytheists and innovators. 

In truth, many non-Muslims around the world have developed 
strong hatred towards Islam due to their extremist activities, while 
the Muslims have come to blows, tearing apart the unity of the 
Umma. The aforementioned hadith is a clear illustration of their 
misplaced arrogance and false assumptions. 
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io.i The Unlawfulness of Rebelling against a 
Government that is not Explicitly Idolatrous 

The Shariah has made it crystal clear that armed struggle against 
a Muslim government is impermissible, even if the government is 
sinful and corrupt, unless it makes an open declaration of disbelief, 
or there is a complete and absolute consensus in the Umma that the 
rulers have become disbelievers, or the rulers declare lawful that 
which is forbidden or vice versa, or they stop the believers from 
offering their prayers. This has been called kufr bawah [manifest 
disbelief] and is proven from the following agreed upon hadith of 
al-Bukharl and Muslim. Junada b. Abl Umayya said, 

O.G- t4&l :Qi ijakjfi j&j SjUp 

tils : Jlii .sUiuUi UlPi :Jli j* iaU-j 4 j <uii 

tlaAjSsi j dhJui ^ t 4pUaJlj \mj\j Ot Ulip iAl 

43 ill Ijii" Ijji it ila! j^/l £jbj i l >\ j tUip «ylj 

.JUjj 

‘We went to see ‘Ubada b. al-Samit when he was sick 
and we said to him, “May God improve your condition! 
Narrate to us a hadith that God benefitted you with and 
you heard of from the Prophet Jfe”. He said, “The Prophet 
called us forward and we pledged fealty to him. In 
our pledge of fealty, he made us commit to hearing and 
obeying both when energetic and tired, and in difficulty 
and ease, and that we [as he said] ‘do not come into 
conflict with the leaders that are over you unless you 
witness manifest disbelief for which you have proof with 
God’.”’ 1 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘The Saying of the Prophet H “After My Departure, You Will Observe 
Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



zio I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


The hadith commentators have explained the phrase ‘manifest 
disbelief’ and stated that it must be so explicit that it leaves no 
room for an alternative interpretation \ta’wll\. 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI said, 

la* ^ Si'jj alp 

‘And in a variant of this report with al-Tabaranl from the 
narration of Ahmad b. Salih from Ibn Wahb, the phrase, 
“explicit disbelief”, [kufr sarah ] occurs’. 1 

Commenting on the phrase, ‘for which you have proof with God’, 
Ibn Hajar stated, 

.JjjlsJl ^ U ^ip ^ 4jl sUteli 

‘The import of this is that it is impermissible to rebel 
against them [the rulers] so long as their actions have 
room for an alternative interpretation’. 1 

This means that revolt against the government would be legally 
permissible according to the Shariah when there is complete 
and absolute consensus on the disbelief of the government and 
no scope for any alternative interpretation for their actions. Ibn 
Hajar explained further, 

.jUr jlj OlialiJl ^jJLp ^ ^ : JdsJ $ 

‘Ibn Battal said, “This hadith contains a proof that the 
government should not be rebelled against, even if it is 
oppressive”.’ 3 


Things that You Will Dislike’”, 6:2588 §6647; and Muslim in al-Sahth: Kitab 
al-imara [The Book of Leadership], chapter: ‘The Obligation to Obey the Rulers 
in that which Does not Entail Disobedience, and the Prohibition of Disobeying 
Their Orders’, 3:1470 §1709. 

1 Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 13:8. 
z Ibid., 13:11. 

3 Ibid., 13:7. 
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So despite a government being unjust and unfair, armed rebellion 
against it is strictly prohibited; however, peaceful, constitutional, 
democratic and legal means can be used to effect a change. 

Imam Badr al-Dln al- c AynI commented on the word ‘proof’ 
used in the hadith and stated, 

‘His statement “proof”, means a definitive text [ nass ] 
from a Qur’anic verse or a rigorously authentic report 
that does not carry the possibility of an alternative 
interpretation’. 1 

Imam al-Qastalanl maintained the same view in his commentary, 
Irshad al-sand 

Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI described the same view in Fath al- 
Mulhim under the heading ‘The issue of Rebelling against the 
Unjust Rulers’. He says, 

’I iii 

j&i dt jl 

‘The majority of scholars infer from this hadith that it is 
impermissible to rebel against the unjust or corrupt ruler, 
unless he manifests explicit disbelief’. 3 

10.2 Raising Arms against Muslims is an Act of Disbelief 

The Prophet stated that those who take up arms against the 
Muslims do not belong to the Muslim Umma. It is narrated by 
c Abd Allah b. ‘Umar ^ that the Prophet 0 said, 

• & Crfr ^ ^ & 

‘He who raises arms against us is not from us’. 4 


1 Badr al-Dln al-‘AynI , c Umdat al-qan, 16:33. 
z Ahmad al-Qastalanl, Irshad al-sari, 15:9. 

3 Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI, Fath al-Mulhim, 3:184. 

4 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
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Islam not only prohibits the taking up of arms, initiation of armed 
struggle and revolt against the Muslims in an Islamic government, 
but also brands these actions as disbelief. Islam declares these 
actions as sedition and corruption on the earth. No good can come 
from them and they will always lead to civil strife and disorder. 
Therefore, contrary to resorting to terrorism and rebellion, one 
should always use peaceful means to struggle against oppression 
and injustice. If one has insight and understands this point, one 
will realize that there is no contradiction between the command to 
enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and the prohibition of armed 
revolt against the rulers. 

10.3 The Legal and Constitutional Way of Changing a 
Corrupt Government 

Even if the rulers of an Islamic government are corrupt and 
unjust, armed rebellion against them is not allowed. However, the 
prohibition of armed struggle against an oppressive and corrupt 
government does not mean that the government has a license to 
continue with its injustice, corruption and atrocious policies. Islam 
has not only permitted but also commanded the Muslims to raise 
every possible voice against the unjust, nefarious and illegal deeds 
of the government, and to condemn and pressure it to mend its 
ways and reform. Islam has also recommended that the government 
be replaced if it refuses to listen to sound counsel and rejects 
reform. However, such replacement and transition should be a 
smooth, peaceful and just process void of any violence, bloodshed 


chapter: ‘The Saying of the Prophet |k, “He Who Raises Arms against Us is 
not from Us”,’ 6:2 591 §6659; Muslim in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-Iman [The Book of 
Faith], chapter: ‘The Saying of the Prophet H, “He Who Raises Arms against 
Us is not from Us”,’ 1:98 §98; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:3 §4467; al- 
Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-hudud [The Book of Prescribed Punishments], 
chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Regarding One Who Brandishes a Weapon’, 4:59 
§1459; al-Nasa l in al-Sunan : Kitab tahnm al-dam [The Book on Prohibition of 
Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Concerning the One Who Brandishes His Sword and then 
Thrusts it amongst People’, 7:117 §4100; and Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab 
al-hudud [The Book of Prescribed Punishments], chapter: ‘Concerning the One 
who Brandishes His Sword’, 2:860 §2575. 
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or killing. This is the correct meaning of jihad against corrupt 
rulers. Therefore, killing people on the pretext of preventing evil 
and promoting truth and justice cannot be declared permissible. 

The Prophet 0 said, 

‘Indeed, the best jihad is a just word in the presence of an 
unjust ruler’. 1 

Speaking out against the oppression of the rulers falls under 
our duty. It is part of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil. 
It is not disallowed; on the contrary, those who abstain from it are 
regarded as wrongdoers. The difference is that Islam has ordered 
us to use constitutional, legal and democratic means to effect a 
change, and commanded that the entire struggle be peaceful. This 
hadith does not permit killing, armed rebellion and terrorism. 
Seizing some parts of the land and imposing one’s view on others, 
shedding blood and committing acts of terrorism are all absolutely 
forbidden and are tantamount to disbelief. Wanton murder and 
mischief-mongering create chaos, disorder and anarchy in the 
Umma, and as a result, foreign powers get a chance to interfere in 
the internal affairs of the Muslim states. That is why the Shariah 
has ruled that rebellion should be put down firmly. 

Umm Salama, the Mother of the Believers reported: 

ttcSji Hi ib 'jjfZsj ^ 

:Ji3 *Jl till Jjij U :ljJl3 .jjbj ^3 j ^ ir°J 

Jb\j <uil) ijS* jji t£l tljjH U t*i 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad , 3:19 §11159; al-Tirmidhl in 
al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: ‘What Has Come 
to Us Concerning the Fact That the Best Jihad is a Just Word in the Presence of 
an Unjust Ruler’, 4:471 §2174; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-malahim [The 
Book of Tumultuous Battles], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding 
the Evil’, 4:124 §4324; al-Nasa l in al-Sunan: Kitab al-bay c a [The Book on the 
Pledge of Fealty], chapter: ‘Concerning the One Who Utters a True Word in 
front of an Unjust Ruler’, 7:161 §1209; and Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab al- 
fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding 
the Evil’, 1:1319 §4011. 
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The Prophet 0 said, ‘Indeed, rulers will be appointed 
over you, and you find some things with them agreeable 
and other things disagreeable. So, whoever detests 
their bad deeds will be absolved of blame and whoever 
censures their bad deeds will find safety; but whoever is 
pleased with their bad deeds and follows them [will not 
find safety or be absolved of blame]’. The Companions 
said, ‘O Messenger of God! Should we not fight them?’ 

He 0 replied, ‘Do not fight them as long as they observe 
the prayer [i.e., are Muslims. “Hating and disapproving” 
refer to disliking from the heart]’. 1 

Interpreting this hadith, Qadl Tyad writes in Ikmal al-mu Q lim 
bi fawa'id Muslim : 

<> , = j , , , , ,, „ 4 ■ , 

U U t? : Jli 

JaJ dlL I ^s- Ijili U ^ , ^ .1 p ^Uillj 
Ijlujj pj aLaJi Jjs! ills' U ifl iljlie U :lz»l» 

tAllI t-Jlx^J ^SSjAj lli<S?- laifr :aJjAj Citil .tjs- IjPJjj jLUl 

.jb>- OJj ill (_<lsf 

The part, ‘Should we not fight them?’ He 0 replied, 

‘Do not fight them as long as they observe the prayer’, 
further establishes what was mentioned before, in that it 
is prohibited to rebel against the rulers and revolt against 
them so long as they continue to hold to the phrase of 
Islam [‘There is no god but God’] and do not manifest 
evident disbelief. This is indicated here in the phrase, ‘Do 
not fight them as long as they observe the prayer’. In 
other words, they are not to be fought so long as they 
continue to receive the rulings of the people of the qibla 
[Muslims] and prayer and do not apostate and alter the 
religion and call to another one besides it. This point 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-imara [The Book of Leadership], 
3:1481 §1854; and Abu c Awana in al-Musnad, 4:417-418 §7161. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



The Legal Status of Fighting Against a Corrupt Government I 21 


is further indicated in his statement, ‘Even if he is an 
Abyssinian slave who leads you with the Book of God’: 
meaning Islam and the rulings of God’s Book, even if he 
is oppressive [you are not allowed to rebel agains him ]. 1 

He further explained: 

‘gMj ^93 3r“ J* o0j <^3 o* 003 Mji 

°^> I SlljJ l j£ J^sP Ul 0i3 

UlJ .<CAp SjoliiSb Jt iajSsj Ob j! t<u pii 
^JUsJl iUiAJi ^1 p 'll 4ji U ^jaw <ui3 IjJUf U : Jls 

Jpljj 3r! ^ ^ j^aJl jl 

His statement H, ‘but whoever is pleased with their bad 
deeds and follows them’, means rather sin and punishment 
will be earned by the one who is pleased and goes along 
[with them]. This contains a proof that the one who is 
incapable of removing an evil is not considered sinful by 
his mere silence; rather, he will only earn sin by being 
pleased with him [an unjust ruler] or not hating him in 
his heart, or by following him. As for the part, ‘Should 
we not fight them?’ He H replied, ‘Do not fight them as 
long as they observe the prayer’. This contains the same 
meaning as what preceded, that it is prohibited to rebel 
against the rulers merely on account of oppression or 
corruption, so long as they do not alter anything from 
the principles of Islam . 2 

c Awf b. Malik reported that the Prophet H said: 

j'j 43 bjLajj 00c- djLaSj i0J0yJ 00y ^>,0 004 

t&\ Jjdij b .0jj0Lj 1 0j0aiZj 0J0&0 jjISI 004 

03 00 'i]3 t S^AXa! ' 00 tjilif U :Jlii ^uilMb ^aJuLj “>Cst 

1 Qadl Tyad, Ikmal al-mu lim bi fawaid Muslim, 6:264-265. 

2 Ibid., 6:264. 
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.ifrUs t<U. is- \jA^\£ <UjAjSsJ lL«5> 

‘The best of your rulers are those whom you love and 
who love you, who invoke God’s blessings upon you and 
upon whom you invoke His blessings. And the worst of 
your rulers are those whom you hate and who hate you, 
and whom you curse and who curse you’. It was asked, ‘O 
Messenger of God! Should we not overthrow them with 
the help of the sword [i.e., arms]?’ He said, ‘No, as long 
as they establish prayer amongst you. If you then find 
anything detestable in a ruler, you should hate his action, 
but do not withdraw from his writ and authority ’. 1 

The scholars of hadith have interpreted this hadith and said 
that the phrase, ‘but do not withdraw from his writ and authority’, 
means that unless the rulers order you to disbelieve, it is strictly 
forbidden to rebel against them. The Prophet’s saying ‘as long 
as they establish prayer amongst you’ describes them as Muslims 
metaphorically, so the implicit meaning is, ‘as long as they are 
Muslims’. It does not necessarily mean that they offer prayers 
regularly five times a day and are pious and God-fearing. The 
reason why it does not mean that they literally establish the five 
daily prayers is because the same hadith has already declared them 
the worst of the rulers. It is apparent that since the Muslims would 
hate them, they would dislike the Muslims and would be called 
the worst rulers due to their oppression, evil deeds and injustice. 
We cannot expect them to be staunch Muslims who regularly offer 
prayers and fast. Had that been so, they would not have been given 
the pejorative ‘the worst of rulers’. In spite of this, the Prophet |i 
said that as long as they continue to offer prayers amongst you — 
implying that they are called Muslims, even if in word and not in 
deed — armed rebellion should not be undertaken against them. 

Imam al-Qurtubl has explained these words in al-Mufhim li 
ma ushkila min talkhls kitab Muslim , a commentary on Muslim’s 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-imara [The Book of Leadership], 
chapter: ‘The Best and the Worst of the Leaders’, 3:1481 §1855; and Ibn 
Hibban in al-Sahih, 10:449 §4589. 
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Sahib. He said, ‘J ust as he described those who pray as Muslims, 
as he said, “I have been forbidden from killing those who pray”, 
meaning the Muslims’. 1 Therefore, this legal meaning would also 
apply here as well. 

Imam al-Tirmidhl narrated this hadith from Umm Salama % 
on his own authority: 

is-ijji Hi 'pS\ jii bjijks ijj Jli 

: Jl3 *0 till JjJ ^3 \j : J~ai ^3 Hi 

.Iji^ U V 

‘The Prophet H said, ‘Indeed, rulers will be appointed 
over you, and you find some things with them agreeable 
and other things disagreeable. So, whoever detests 
their bad deeds will be absolved of blame and whoever 
censures their bad deeds will find safety; but whoever 
is pleased with their bad deeds and follows them [will 
not find safety or be absolved of blame]’. It was said, 

‘O Messenger of God! Should we not fight them?’ He Jl 
replied, ‘Do not fight them as long as they observe the 
prayer [i.e., are Muslims]’. 2 

c Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpurl wrote regarding this hadith, 

Ijili U Uil . IjJH U j*j»jA3Ub S :Jl3 *fcb\ 

.iiHdl Hs^lj jsiJ 1 eft '3*^ il>l£p ^1 tSSUflll 

‘The question “Should we not fight them?” and the 
Prophet’s reply, “Do not fight them as long as they 
observe the prayer” mean that they were forbidden from 
fighting them as long as they establish the prayer — the 
distinguishing mark of Islam — for fear of discord and 
disunity’. 3 

1 Al-Qurtubl, al-Mufhim li ma ushkila min talkhis Kitab Muslim, 4:66. 

2 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], 
chapter:78, 4:529 §2.265. 

3 c Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpurl, Tub fat al-ahwadbi, 6:138. 
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This means that permission has been granted to the Muslims to 
carry out their democratic and constitutional struggle through 
peaceful means by demonstrating patience over the injustice of the 
rulers, so as to avoid mischief, bloodshed and massacre amongst 
the Muslim Umma. Armed rebellion and war were ruled out. 

In the Sunan of Abu Dawud there is a narration in which Dabba 
b. Mihsan through Umm Salama, the Mother of the Believers 
reported: 

jh Jl£ jSsjt jaA djijks <Uil Jl3 

C?* 9 '-) l f j&j AaJ <ull) SjS” jij lCsJi aJLi <OUJU Jli 
: JVd *Ail Tjli jjl ^ Jj-^3 >4 

U 

‘The Prophet H said, “Indeed, rulers will be appointed 
over you, and you find some things with them agreeable 
and other things disagreeable. So, whoever detests their 
bad deeds [Abu Dawud said, ‘Hisham said, “With his 
tongue’”] will be absolved of blame, and whoever detests 
their bad deeds with his heart will find safety; but whoever 
is pleased with their bad deeds and follows them [will not 
find safety or be absolved of blame]”. It was said, “O 
Messenger of God! Should we not fight them?” He 0, 
replied, “Do not fight them as long as they observe the 
prayer [i.e., are Muslims]”.’ 1 

These hadith reports and their commentaries illustrate two 
points in particular: firstly, armed revolt is prohibited against 
the Muslim rulers despite their corruption, deviation, oppression 
and injustice, and that is because of the fear of disruption, mass 
killing and bloodshed. There are several peaceful ways to bring 
these erring governments back to the right path. Secondly, it is 
impermissible to engage in armed revolt against the rulers unless 
they commit and demonstrate manifest disbelief. If a group 

1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-Sunna [The Book of the 
Sunna], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 4:242 §4760. 
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launches an armed struggle in the name of enforcing the Shariah, 
it becomes necessary, nay mandatory, for the state to crush it with 
all its might. 
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A fter having produced evidence from the hadith literature, 
we present here the views of the Four Imams of jurisprudence. 
The objective is to make it clear that the Umma has been unanimous 
on this issue for the last fourteen centuries and that there has been 
no departure or deviation from the mainstream. 

1 1. 1 Imam Abu HanIfa 

Imam Abu Hanlfa has said in his book, al-Fiqh al-absat, regarding 
fighting the terrorists: 

L£jjLtju jlsdUtf Ciu\ ^3 OLS idytiHe SpU^JI Jjs! d\£~ OlS 

<011 3^ i^l dpb SpfiAi! CJlS" ilijj 

dll! jfi ji j 

So fight against rebels on account of their rebellion, not 
because of disbelief. Be with the just and moderate group 
and do not be with the people of rebellion. If there is 
to be found oppressors and corrupt individuals amongst 
the mainstream majority group [jama c a\, then there are 
also righteous people amongst them who will help you 
against them. If the jama‘a is itself in a state of rebellion, 
withdraw yourself from them and go to others. God Most 
High says, ‘ Was God’s earth not spacious enough for you 
to migrate therein ?’ [Qur’an 4:97] and, ‘Indeed, My earth 
is vast so worship Me alone’. [Qur’an 29:52]* 

1 1.2 Imam al-TahAwI 

The eminent imam of the Hanafl juridical school, Imam Abu Ja c far 
al-jahawl said, 

1 Abu Hanlfa, al-Fiqh al-absat (cited by Zahid al-Kawtharl in his Majmu at al- 
aqlda wa Him. al-kalam ), pp. 606-607. 
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tsjj aIIp CJrj ji JL«m Sit ^ JlZJ\ <jy 

j* li X? djjl£- 3Vjj UstSt ^Js- ^jJaJI 

We do not approve [the use of the sword] against any 
of the Umma , except him against whom the sword is 
deemed necessary. And we do not approve of rebellion 
against our rulers and those in charge of our affairs, even 
if they are unjust. We do not supplicate against them or 
withdraw obedience from them. 1 

Interpreting this statement of Imam al-TahawI, Ibn Abl al- c Izz al- 
Hanafl quoted a hadith narrated in Sahih Muslim from c Awf b. 
Malik, in which the Prophet said, ‘If you then find anything 
detestable in a ruler, you should hate his action, but do not disobey 
him’. Ibn Abl al- c Izz also mentioned the prophetic command, ‘do 
not withdraw obedience to them’. He explained: 

Jdlxi Ij ijiU U Jjt apU? o jJrj ols^Sl Ji 

(^3'j Iji-fclj aJJT IjiJsl ljA«li jjijl J Ui iji 

ilplj .djijj ill 4Plis Ja Uls ijpUaj °Jj tSpUslb ijijii j^jl ^jl 6^ 

SpUs ja Uli *lll £\kj “j^^l jljlj” Ja iiSl Jjiijll J*all 

^4**^ ^ ^!i) fijl ^!i -djijj in 

,|*a )j^r jfi {j-a&u U t-JUjsl a_jli»Jl 

The Book and the Sunna both prove that it is obligatory 
to obey those in authority as long as they do not order 
that which is disobedience. So contemplate the words 
of the Most High, ‘ Obey God and obey the Messenger 
and those of authority amongst you\ See how He said, 

‘ obey the Messenger ’ and did not say ‘ and obey those of 
authority amongst you ’, because the people of authority 
are not obeyed for their own sake, but are obeyed in 

1 Al-TahawI, al-'Aqida al-tahawiyya, §§71, 72. 
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that which is obedience to God and His Messenger. The 
command verb is repeated for the Messenger ^ because 
he is infallible [ ma Q sum ], and the people of authority are 
only obeyed in that which is obedience to God and His 
Messenger. As for obeying them ‘even if they are unjust’, 
it is because the harms associated with rebelling against 
them far outweigh than what occurs with their injustice . 1 

1 1.3 Imam Malik 

Imam Sahnun recorded in al-Mudawwana : 

p&l i&ti Jiij jjI Jli .IjIsS 

Js- \yr'J>- Ol JlP u&JU tJLji .yj* 615 lit Ijjjsj lit Jjhdj 

tAddlj 4*ip Id Jj aJIA (JAP did) 

Jl£ tjjlS” jjjJ) <u-A*Jt Jit Jp li^U cJG> Jli!j :Jl3 .IjJbs IJjl Ols 

\j £$- 3 019 JpJl iflipUi j! cM t5jl 

.'>j* S113 

Malik said regarding the Ibadis, the Haruriyya and the 
people of vain desires, ‘I am of the view that repentance 
should be sought from all of them. If they repent [well 
and good], otherwise they should be killed’. Ibn al-Qasim 
said, ‘And Malik said regarding the Haruriyya and their 
ilk, “They should be killed if they do not repent [of their 
destructive activities] — provided it is a Muslim state”.’ 
This shows you that if they rebel against a just ruler and 
desire to kill him, and call to their way of understanding, 
they should be invited to the community [jama'a] and 
the correct belief [Sunna], and if they refuse they should 
be killed. And I asked Malik about the biased partisans 
who were present in the Levant and he said, ‘I am of the 
view that the government should invite them to return 


1 Ibn Abi al- Izz al-Hanafi, Shark al- aqida al-tahawiyya, p. 282. 
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and deal justly between themselves, and if they return 
[well and good], otherwise they should be fought’. 1 * 

1 1.4 Imam al-ShAfi c I 

Imam al-ShafiT said about terrorists: 

b\^ s.uaJi Ji jlafi ^ 5i JJ 

jjj jl ^ tjjjjLSl £jlai p&tS" 

.Uiga.laPl ji.giall ^g3 SjjlSCill 

Jil Jlss UJls . . . .ijhlli Ijiuiwli JJi £)J»1 lils 

.jjjjjfi j 4JL° laj! bjjj&j tOybuL ijjiS” u lS LJ( 

^aj 4 j j^sil Jl?Jl ^0 I ^yr'j*" Aii IjLlj 

.JIs ^ajUi b\ ^glj \Jo\ byrj?H 

If there is a group of people who are shedding blood 
and seizing wealth in either populated areas or barren 
wastelands, they take the same legal ruling as highway 
robbers. The gravity of their crime is equal whether it 
takes place in a populated area or a barren wasteland; 
but if they split up, then the crime that takes place in the 
populated areas is the severer of the two. z 

If rebels are invited [to lay down their arms] but refuse 
to comply they are to be fought. ... It is only permissible 
to fight rebels when they are engaged in fighting; and 
they are never seen as fighters unless they are pressing 
forward, withholding obedience and doing so resolutely. 
So whenever these qualities are absent they are no longer 
in the state in which it is permissible to fight them; and 
never do they abandon these things except that their blood 
is considered inviolable as it was before [their rebellion]. 3 


1 Sahnun, al-Mudawwana al-kubra, 3:94. 

z Al-ShafiT, al-Umm, 4 :zi 8 . 

3 Ibid. 
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1 1.5 Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal 

The illustrious Imams have always taught moderation, self-control, 
tolerance and harmony to save people from mischief, terrorism 
and bloodshed. Despite immense pressures and severe hardships, 
including imprisonment and lashing, Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal did 
not provoke the Muslim masses against the government of his day. 
He suffered his trials due to a well-known controversial issue in 
Islamic doctrine regarding the createdness or uncreatedness of 
the Qur’an. Declaring God’s Speech, the Qur’an, created was the 
single most dangerous tribulation the Umma had faced. 

The belief in the createdness of the Qur’an was a product of the 
extremist beliefs of the Mutazilites and had completely engulfed 
the rulers of that time. The Mutazilites, who were the intellectual 
heirs of the Kharijites, were highly influential in the government. 
It was for this reason that many of the notable personalities of 
the Muslim world suffered serious opposition and oppressive 
measures taken by the government against them. 

Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal was amongst those who suffered the 
most during this tribulation. He was lashed and tortured, but, 
despite all the oppression he suffered, he dissuaded people from 
armed revolt and rebellion against the government. Examples of 
his forbearance and perseverance have been chronicled in many 
famous books. Of them, Abu Bakr al-Khalal’s al-Sunna presents 
many accounts of his life and surrounding events. Abu al- 
Harith narrated that he asked Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal about the 
rebellion movement launched against the government in Baghdad. 
The Abbasid rulers, under the influence of the Mutazilites, were 
causing serious troubles to the common Muslims, but when Imam 
Ahmad b. Hanbal was requested to join and support a rebellious 
movement against the government, he said, 

JPV U lAj y>\ 'jj ts-lajjl ts-UaJl (4^1 

.^UJl LgJ tJlpSlI l&i tiuih l&j iSj&j juaflll j* ^ 

‘Glorified is God! In no way do I consider it lawful to 
shed blood, nor do I command it. For us to be patient in 
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these circumstances is better than tribulation in which 
blood is shed and in which wealth is seized and people’s 
honour is violated ’. 1 2 

Some people still insisted and said, ‘Are we not faced with a 
situation that necessitates jihad in order to annihilate it?’ Hearing 
that, he replied, ‘Certainly, it is a disruption that will die in some 
days, but if swords are drawn then massacre will be the outcome, 
and the doors to peace and piety will close’. 

When the rebellion gained momentum in the days of Caliph 
al-Wathiq Billah, the Islamic jurists collectively approached 
Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal and mentioned the rapidly deteriorating 
situation. He inquired as to what they wanted and all of them 
submitted that they had come to him to seek his guidance and 
counsel, as they were fed up with the government’s stance. They 
wanted to join the uprising and overthrow the Caliph’s rule. 
Imam Ahmad advised them to be patient, saying, ‘Although the 
circumstances are worsening, you must change your mind and not 
challenge the government’s authority’. He also said, 

4 UaP SyLbS tSpUs j* \Jj \jiJJxS 

Jv- 'jjk' 

\£j> u^l lift .ysrii j! ip. 

See to it that you detest [these things] in your hearts but 
do not challenge the writ and authority of the government 
or cause a split in Muslim unity. Do not shed your own 
blood or the blood of the Muslims with you. Consider the 
consequences of your actions and observe patience until 
a pious person enjoys comfort or comfort is enjoyed at 
the demise of a criminal. This [idea to rebel against the 
government] is against the reports that command us to 
observe patience. z 


1 Narrated by al-Khalal in al-Sunna, p. 1 3 2 § 89 . This narration has an authentic 
chain of transmission. 

2 Ibid., p. 133 §90. 
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1 1.6 Imam SufyAn al-Thawri 

Someone approached Imam Sufyan al-Thawri for an edict in 
favour of armed struggle against Caliph Harun al-Rashld, but he 
exhorted him to observe patience and avoid turmoil. He said, 

,^ 5 -j -dp ‘./“‘ill 'A® 

‘I have sufficed you from this matter and explained it, so 
sit in your home [and avoid this turmoil]’. 1 

1 1.7 Imam al-MAwardi 

Imam al-Mawardl took a detailed account of the commands 
pertaining to rebels and terrorists and maintained that the rebels 
must be fought back until they submit to the authority of the 
government. He derived this decree from the verse nine of Sura al- 
Hujurat: 

OlS IjLssJl T Jlxiills 

U.fr£«j Oils dJl j*\ ^1 Iji xli 

4 aAIT 5] Ij JjUib 

‘And if two parties amongst the believers fight each 
other, then make peace between them. And if one party 
goes against the other, then all of you together fight the 
contentious party until they all submit to the command 
of God. And if they submit, then make peace between 
them with fairness and behave justly. Indeed, God loves 
the just\ z 

Imam al-Mawardl said: 

tSAitsJb C«*J (_glp C«*J dji 

djJJj jP JjAiilj C«*j 

J\ t.°J? Jj*} : Jte* dji .ailbAiil jp Jii\ jf- IpSj JlJ. Jb. 

1 Ibid., p. 137 §96. 

2 Qur’an 49:9. 
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.Jj? '-h J>. <■*•>. <&' t£*d' 2^"^' '&y J?" 

.Jii\ jp cJ«^3 4^1 df) 

The phrase, ‘And if one party goes against the other’, has 
two angles of interpretation. One of them is that ‘ goes 
against ’ [baghat] means to transgress by fighting, and 
the second angle is that ‘goes against ’ means to avoid 
reconciliation. His statement, ‘ then all of you together 
fight the contentious party . . .’, means that they should 
be fought with the sword so as to dissuade them from 
rebellion and discourage them from opposition. And His 
statement, ‘ until they all submit to the command of God’, 
means that they should be fought until they return and 
make peace, as God Most High ordered them. And this 
is the view of SaTd b. Jubayr. ‘And if they submit’ means 
that they give up rebellion . 1 

1 1 . 8 Imam al-SarakhsI 

Imam al-SarakhsI, a well-known authority in Hanafl jurisprudence, 
ruled that it is lawful to crush rebels. He said, 

Jilli £)t JlsiSl ijjij 

dj&Ls- Ijlslls dsjp-ty UaaAl CJu t)l9^ djiJ 

t jjAJl *_Ajj1 Igt cSiSl' StUlj cSil Ijliai dHj J 

(* 4^3 0 *°? 3*3 cf 'ddd 

OUJ Cjiii d\S" igha a tSiSU :J§|, JlS .4i£i!l 

So under those circumstances it is incumbent upon an able- 
bodied man to fight with the government of the Muslims 
against those who rebel. This is due to the statement of 
the Most High, ‘And if one party goes against the other, 
then all of you together fight the contentious party until 

1 Al-Mawardl, al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya, p. 59. 
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they all submit to the command of God’. This command 
is indicative of obligation, and furthermore, those who 
rebel intend to harm the Muslims and removing harm is 
a part of the religion 1 2 and their rebellion is disobedience. 

So fighting against them is a part of forbidding the evil, 
which is obligatory. Moreover, they are to be fought 
because they instigate turmoil. The Prophet Jl said, 
‘Tribulation is sleeping; may God curse the one who 
awakens it’. Anyone who is cursed upon the tongue of 
the Prophet Jl should be fought. 2, 

1 1.9 Imam al-KAsAn! 

Imam al-Kasanl, the author of the famous book of Hanafl 
jurisprudence, Bada'i c al-sanaH\ ruled that terrorists must be 
killed in order to eliminate mischief and strife. He wrote: 

613 ,j«> 3^1 J* iuJAJ OjhLs tiuilb. j(> 

kbpyj <1)1 9 iPi JA ’[S ' .Cuj jaj 

jd) UlS SpUj bh SjOij dp 9JLP b\f> lil diAAsJl i&i 

,4Pli> jA Ul3 udSsJ 

Because they spread corruption on the earth, they should 
be fought in order to prevent that. And if the government 
fights them before inviting them [to change their ways], 
there is no harm in that, since the invitation has already 
reached them on account of their being in the lands 
in which Islam is dominant [Dar al-Islam] and being 
Muslims. It is incumbent upon all who are ordered by 
the government to fight against them to obey and it is not 

1 As indicated in the hadith, ‘Faith has over seventy branches. The loftiest of 
them is the statement, “There is no god but God”, and the lowest of them 
is removing harm from the street; and modesty is a branch of faith’. [Sahth 
Muslim ] Ed. 

2 Al-SarakhsI, al-Mabsvit, 10:124. 
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permitted for the individual fighter to lag behind if he 
has sufficient provisions and capability. This is because it 
is obligatory to obey the authority of the government in 
that which does not entail disobedience — so even more so 
if the command entails obedience ! 1 

11.10 Imam al-MarghinAni 

An important question on this topic is how long an operation 
against terrorists should last; Imam al-Marghlnanl spoke about 
this, saying: 

SpUj jfi ‘aL j* j»Ji cJJu lil 

J* 5 !$>s. tSpli^dl 

JlsAj liL S!j jSAq <0*^3 ‘^4?^ 

•(*4*^ J*- ijjoJ o^s tojjalj 

When a group of Muslims overtake an area and rebel 
against the authority of the Muslim government, it is to 
invite them to return to the main body and refute their 
specious arguments’, just as c All did with the people 
of Harura before they were fought. Moreover, this is the 
easier of the two options, and perhaps evil will be averted 
because of it. So he is to first invite them back and should 
not fight against them until they initiate hostilities. But 
when they initiate hostilities, he should fight them and 
scatter their forces [and crush their power ]. 2 * 

1 1. 1 1 Imam Ibn QudAma al-MaqdisI 

In his magnum opus, al-Mughm, Imam Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI 
penned a section on fighting against rebels. He cited the views of 
the hadith scholars and stated, 

tJj £>y> jUsS" ^ jt Jjst 5 iids c4»i 


1 Al-Kasam, Bada i al-sana‘i\ 7:140. 

2 AI-MarghTnanT, al-Hidaya, p. 573. 
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iksi ^ CJIS3 d\£j> ^ IjjlAj 0^3 

A.js.t ^3 tjjlS" jjj jJU^S" oj? - Jjst 

(*4^3 ^4 -l 4 ^ cJis} cJjis ^13 ijiis 6^ 

A group amongst the traditionists [hadith scholars] 
were of the opinion that the rebels are disbelievers and 
apostates, and that they take the same ruling as apostates 
in that their blood and wealth are lawful. If they confine 
themselves to a particular location and possess power 
and force, they become people of war [ahl al-harb ] like 
the other disbelievers. And if they are in the custody of 
the government, repentance is to be sought from them 
just as repentance is sought from the apostates. If they 
repent [good and well], otherwise they are to be executed 
and their wealth will be considered fay ’ (spoils acquired 
without fighting) and their Muslim heirs will not inherit 
from them . 1 

1 1 . 1 2 Imam al-NawawI 

Imam al-NawawI mentioned that there is a consensus amongst the 
Companions that rebels are to be fought. 

APllaJl ^J\ q-sjuj :£ui*Jl JlS 

.ilCJl Jls3 dijji cJLd 

The scholars state, ‘It is obligatory to fight rebels and they 
are not declared disbelievers on account of their rebellion. 

And if a rebel returns to obedience [to the government], 
his repentance is to be accepted and he should not be 
killed. The Companions were unanimous in their view 
that rebels should be eliminated ’. 2 

Imam al-NawawI also described the stance of the scholarly 
majority with regard to declaring rebels disbelievers. He said, 

1 Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI, al-Mughnl, 9:4. 

2 Yahya al-NawawI, Rawdat al-talibin, 10:50. 
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£ila 9 Jt4 1C4J Sjl 4 j ^43 \jJtjl 3 JJ jjlbl 

^ dlS Uj 'd4® . 

j*^" jU^ 4 (►*}*& ^ ^ -Jt&j £j'jAJl 

JL£tf Uii Ots ,5&Jl 

Imam al-BaghawI stated that they are considered 
reprobates and bearers of calumny if they fight, and that 
the legal ruling upon them is the same as the ruling upon 
highway robbers. This is according to the dictates of the 
legal school and what is textually stated, and it is the 
view of the scholarly majority. The Imam [al-Baghawl] 
cited two views with regard to declaring the Kharijites 
disbelievers. He said, ‘If we do not charge them with 
disbelief they will be treated with the rulings reserved 
for apostates. It has also been said that they are treated 
with the rulings reserved for rebels. And if we say like 
apostates their rulings will not be carried out’. 1 2 

1 1. 1 3 c Alim b. al- ( Ai,A ; al-AndaritI al-Dihlaw! 

‘Alim b. al-‘Ala’ al-Andarltl al-DihlawI writes, 

Jl»!l lJ* & fj 4 ,j-»l dl (*i*i 1)5 

IjAisrlj 'ij (i4jl ^4^ tjoijl Jil ^l&-5 jp 

fj&j <1)1 Jlaftil ^Js- jJJL> jj> ^ 1)5 Jiill Ja5 

It must be known that the people of rebellion are a folk 
amongst the Muslims who rebel against the government 
and refuse the jurisdiction of the people of justice. 

The ruling regarding them is that it is permissible for 
the government to fight them if they take up arms and 
assemble a force. And everyone who is capable of fighting 
must assist the ruler of the people of justice. 2, 

1 Ibid., 10:51-52. 

2 ‘Alim b. al-Ala al-Andarltl al-DihlawI, al-Fatawa al-tdtdrkhdniyya, 4:172. 
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1 1. 1 4 Imam Ibn Muflih al-Hanbali 

Like Imam al-NawawI, Imam Ibrahim b. Muflih al-Hanball also 
ruled that rebels must be fought. He said, 

^s- \jLs IjjIJ t)l9 t ^£ ; 144*1 i j~aU^dl 

Those who impute the people of truth and the Companions 
with disbelief and declare lawful the shedding of Muslim 
blood are considered rebels [bughat], according the view 
of the scholarly majority. It is obligatory to demand their 
repentance. If they repent [well and good], otherwise 
they are to be killed as punishment for their crimes, not 
because of disbelief . 1 

He continued: 

1^3 si S ^=*3 ^ 

Jl£a]l ^ 

jiliil ^ £jL> </l &llah J\ \j*?rj 'jjti ^ 

Jlp 3jV4waJl ^4*41 

If they submit [that is well and good]; otherwise the 
government should fight them. And the subjects are duty- 
bound to assist the government in fighting against them. 

If they [the rebels] seek a cessation of hostilities for a 
time, that is not possible for them. If they refuse to return 
[to the main body], the government is to exhort them and 
warn them of impending fighting, because the objective is 
to repel their evil and not to kill them. If they submit to 
the authority of the state [well and good]; otherwise he is 
to fight them. So in other words, the one who is capable 
must fight them due to the consensus of the Companions 
to that effect . 1 

1 Ibn Muflih, al-Mubdi\ 9:160. 

2 Ibid., 9:161. 
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1 1. 1 5 Imam Zayn al-Din b. al-Nujaym 

Imam Zayn al-Din b. Nujaym, one of the notable jurists of the 
Hanafl school and author of a commentary on the legal manual 
Kanz al-daqaHq, said: 

iSji aJ] ^jsIpj jlL IjJIpJ SpU? ^jP CZ*" •‘^3^ 

jpdl Ijlli 6]j iiljl 41a j*ilaJ diS" 6lj jP 61) 

i&j e-'jjJp" dip 6^ tSUj tdJ ^ 

jl Jail! Jj»! 6lj .\jyrj IjU?cu<I 4j LdlS t4j jSAij 

Ijilp ^fcip p tSpU^Jl Jl ijiil Jl sjPi £■ J* 

.SjpaJl aid oj^Ji Jjs'J i5~ ^Ji?&s t <uip OjJbUj U 

His statement, ‘a folk from the Muslims revolt against 
the authority of the government and overtake a territory’, 
(implies) the ruler is to invite them and refute their specious 
arguments by asking them their reasons for revolt. If it is 
due to some oppression that he is committing he should 
remove it, and if they say, ‘The truth is on our side and 
we are in authority’, they are considered rebels [bughat], 
because c All ^ did that with the people of Harura before 
fighting them, and it is the easier of the two options, for 
perhaps evil can be averted through it. It is recommended 
for him [the ruler] to initiate this, but it is not obligatory; 
for if the people of justice fought them without inviting 
them to return to the community [jama c a\ there would 
be no sin upon them because they [the rebels] know that 
for which sake they are fighting, so their condition is like 
that of the apostates and the people of war [ahl al-harb ] 
after the invitation has reached them. 1 

1 1. 1 6 c Abd al-RahmAn al-JazIrI 

Supporting the majority opinion in his book on comparative 
jurisprudence, al-Fiqh c ala al-madhahib al- c arba c a, c Abd al- 


1 Ibn Nujaym, al-Bahr al-raHq, 5:151. 
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Rahman al-jazlrl held that war is obligatory against rebels. He 
wrote: 

tiijp IJhjl jl jl dJ UL?- ^U)!l ^y~ jl 

^_a> 019 t<UPlk! (iUilJl jilJ 01 ^>U^t < L-^s d_yt > Oil" Jij 

. t_A °d . J b */' IjAlkj (U Jl 'jili 

If a group revolts against the Muslim government and 
withholds a right of God or a human being, or refuses to 
obey the writ of the government and seeks to overthrow 
it — even if it is unjust — it is obligatory upon the 
government to warn these rebels and call them to obey it. 

If they then return to the fold of the community [jama c a], 
it should leave them be, but if they refuse to obey the writ 
of the state, it must fight them with the sword . 1 

1 1. 1 7 Concluding Remarks 

These citations from the illustrious imams and jurists of the four 
legal schools amply demonstrate that they were in unanimous 
agreement regarding the impermissibility of rebelling against the 
Muslim government. It is the responsibility of the government to 
assert its authority and jurisdiction, and the citizens of the Muslim 
state must provide full support to the government in crushing 
armed rebellion. 


1 c Abd al-Rahman al-Jazan, al-Fiqh c ala al-madhahib al-'arba'a, 5:419. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Chapter 12 


Statements from Contemporary 
Salafi Scholars Against 
Terrorists 


Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



R eligious scholars of every school of thought have rejected 
the wanton murder and destruction of terrorists. The renowned 
contemporary Salafi scholars have clearly stated in their rulings 
and edicts that killing Muslims, branding them as disbelievers and 
subjecting them to oppression are behaviours of the Kharijites, 
and that those who perform such heinous deeds are subject to the 
same rulings that apply to the Kharijites. 

1 2 . i Shaykh Muhammad Nasir al-DIn al-AlbAnI: The 
Terrorists are the Kharijites of Our Era 

The renowned Salafi scholar of the Arab world, Shaykh Muhammad 
Nasir al-Dln al-Albanl, described his viewpoint about terrorists in 
the following words: 

Iji-j i ye Pally 

i£» ^ & ^03 dujJi y ib 

u uiiy '5® 'iA ^ (*Ai3 • ^j'yAJi :$H. iiji 

. J2ij jyAiy jjj? 5£Ji 

j^lLUJl oUiJl jy a£jU c 2 j aas iDjJjij US AUaJ UUJ ^yjly 

t^ALAS ’ll "ill Jjil Uj 5ji&u i MbkJi 51 Ijfj) .‘Ol *ii jIjlIi ^ ly$j&J 

Ij^Sy SuiCsdlj diillj ^laJl Jj»l ly j U~bi jl 5yi ^yjAll Ijlji 
5£ii jlsj jjij^Jij c ^ iUaJi ijxiuj {.lUp ib ijjUl 

JUp <l1p ^jy- tf JJl ^wUaJl IjillAi ^SsUll j»jAJl <uis 

.^jijAii Oi^ Ob 

The point here is that they instituted an evil practice 
in Islam and made revolt against the Muslim rulers an 
act of faith through the ages, despite the Prophet’s |i 
warning against them in many hadith reports such as this 
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statement, ‘The Kharijites are the dogs of Hell’. [And they 
made revolt against the rulers an act of faith,] despite the 
fact that they did not observe any clear-cut disbelief from 
them [the rulers], but rather, all they saw were things less 
than that, such as oppression, injustice and corruption. 

So today — and as they say, ‘History repeats itself’ — 
there has emerged a faction from the Muslim youth that 
has gained only a small amount of religious knowledge, 
and they believe that the rulers do not rule by what God 
has revealed but a little. So as a result, they believe that it 
is permissible to revolt against them without seeking the 
counsel of the people of knowledge, understanding and 
wisdom. Nay, they spread blind sedition and shed blood 
in Egypt, Syria, Algeria and before that in the Meccan 
Sanctuary. By all of this they have opposed this rigorously 
authentic hadith that has been the basis of action for all 
the Muslims — from the times of the predecessors to those 
after them — except the Kharijites . 1 

12.2 Shaykh Ibn BAz: Declaring Muslims to be 
Disbelievers is a Sign of the Kharijites 

On his official website, Shaykh c Abd al- c AzIz b. c Abd Allah b. Baz, 
the former Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia, was asked, ‘We know 
that these words represent a fundamental from the fundamentals 
of the people of the Sunna and the community, but unfortunately 
there are some youth from Ahl al-Sunna wa al-Jama c a who believe 
that this is a defeatist mentality and a type of cowardice. This has 
been expressed, which is why they encourage the youth to adopt 
violence in effecting a change’. 

Shaykh Ibn Baz responded: 

Uilj LiS" La Tj U iUij tdill ^ Jalp 

US' Jt lils jl (■ jSsii Jl SJljV 

1 Muhammad Nasir al-Dln al-Albanl, Silsilat al-ahadlth al-sahiha, pp. 1240- 
1243. 
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£>f l js- * 44 ' 4 4 *^" 

cJ*3 US* IjjaS’' 3^4' 'j*®3 

.jllll ^ sUflAll Ij 4 i 4 j (J^bedb tjjis” 
jiJ U As^akZj jlSo l)I — j?dl jAj — jufJl 3-®' <u!p 

tjiSo jaixJl CJjJ> 3 \j (jiSo y 'ijj tjiSo y Uj lilj 
lii 3 dju j»2 aJlp ^iii bLii jujvt t-44 19 4^^ 

(344 IJL# ,_g9 43 -J^ 4 - :Jl£j Sl^wuJl 3 ^bu«>l 

# j4^* 3jj* ‘oi*^ 1 # 4434 ^4! : fH 44> ^ '“4-Si *3^4 

.t)4j , i!l JaI bj &£> j JaI tijisUL .aIIJ j*j (&UJ1I 

Js- t_->u 4 ib jib ^Ai ipjHb&j (*4443 44^ s 4 ~~i Jt?- ?4® 

spu^Jij <4 *ji Jj*i c-aAi 'jJ44 *■>' 4*^ 34 ijalJL ch *_jii 4 ji 
j»4 <3*43 blS" jfijlab\ £0 I j Afllj (Slpjijl SiiSl' ( _ ? 3 siiA* (4^ 

OlSsUb 44^ 34 ‘•‘4 bbAjj j^>Ul Jl iu^bU J^-f 3^ jikUi Jlp 

^gsJb Jla^dlj ( 4 »l^?Jl SlJaJ' ( 3 Jislb (AgJb^illj 

• J 4 J' >&j 3 jj 4 i' j 4 Ji 34 

This is a mistake from the speaker and shows a deficiency 
of understanding. This is because they did not know or 
understand the Sunna as they should, and it was only 
their zealousness and eagerness to remove evil that caused 
them to fall into that which opposes the Shariah — as 
occurred with the Kharijites. Their love for supporting the 
truth and their zealousness for the truth motivated them, 
but their inability to differentiate between honour and 
rebellion caused them to fall into falsehood to the point 
that they accused the Muslims of disbelief on account of 
disobedience, as did the Kharijites who declared others 
disbelievers on account of disobedience and believed that 
they would abide eternally in Hell. . . . 
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The position of Ahl al-Sunna — which is the truth — is that 
a disobedient person is not to be declared a disbeliever 
on account of his disobedience so long as he does not 
declare it lawful. So if he fornicates, for instance, he is 
not declared a disbeliever; if he steals, he is not declared a 
disbeliever; and if he drinks alcohol, he is not declared a 
disbeliever. However, in those cases he will be considered 
a disobedient person with weak faith, a reprobate against 
whom the prescribed punishments should be applied. He 
is not to be declared a disbeliever for any of these things, 
unless he declares disobedience lawful and states that it 
is lawful. The view of the Kharijites on this issue is false 
and their charges of disbelief against people are false. For 
this reason, the Prophet H said concerning them, ‘They 
shall pass through the religion just as an arrow passes 
through a hunted game. They will not return. They kill 
the people of Islam and leave the idolaters’. 

This condition of the Kharijites is due to their extremism, 
ignorance and misguidance. Therefore, it is not fitting 
for the youth — or anyone else for that matter — to blindly 
follow the Kharijites. Nay, it is obligatory upon them to 
follow the way of Ahl al-Sunna wa al- Jama'a in accordance 
with the legal proofs. They must stop where the revealed 
texts stop. It is impermissible for them to revolt against 
the ruler due to one or several acts of disobedience he 
commits; rather, they must see to it that they deliver 
advice verbally or in writing, and with goodly and wise 
methods, and by arguing in a way that is best: that they 
may be successful and in order to minimize or eliminate 
evil and increase goodness . 1 

12.3 Shaykh Salih al-FawzAn: The Terrorists of Today 
Are a Group of Ignorant Folk 

The renowned Salafi scholar of Saudi Arabia, Shaykh Salih al- 


1 See: www.binbaz.org. sa:mat:i934 (accessed May Z4, zoio). 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Statements from Contemporary Salafi Scholars Against Terrorism I 2.45 


Fawzan, was asked: ‘Some people say that the government and 
religious scholars have suspended jihad, which is tantamount to 
rejecting God’s rulings. What is your opinion about that?’ To this, 
he replied: 

IAaj jflSo Silj j^ip 'ij «>UP U S21 JiP JJj 4 JaI*- lJL» 

4 ^ jiaJt ^ aiil JUJ cSJjxiiJ'j tflj 

5jlji JJ j|Jp j*A.UP 5l£” lM lal <1)1 <1)1 j*^lip <1^>J 

. J*lj c5?j li$i cjjilil 

These are the words of an ignorant person, and they 
show that he lacks insight and knowledge and that he 
is imputing people with disbelief. This is the view of the 
Kharijites and the Mutazilites — may God give us well- 
being. That said, we should not think bad of such people; 
we should rather say, ‘These people are ignorant and they 
must learn before speaking’. On the other hand, if they 
possess knowledge and say this, then this is the view of 
the Kharijites and the people of misguidance. 1 

When asked if people with the mindset of the Kharijites still exist 
today, he replied, 

jAj sJl £) J>3 jA JpwJl Ijlaj 4<Uil <l)l?t~ltl 

<1)jSs 5J jAj i«®“ia lAA ,^«ip jlAsP^lj ^a 

:ll3U SpUs jp :&li . 5£A1 

^ISCi iLlflj aiipl ji * A -La SAA tUi 

,<UP £u!as! la <bljJ dJAliip ^3 Ua-jIP jlltf iliL2a Jw*P 

God is exalted above all imperfections! Is it not 
present — the act of the Kharijites, declaring the Muslims 
disbelievers; and more severe than that, killing Muslims 
and transgressing against them? This is the way of the 
Kharijites. Their way is composed of three elements: 


1 Salih al-Fawzan, al-Jihad wa dawabituhu al-sharHyya, p. 49. 
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Declaring the Muslims disbelievers, revolting against 
the ruler and declaring lawful the blood of the Muslims. 

These three things are from the way of the Kharijites. If 
someone merely believed these things in his heart and did 
not speak about them or act upon them he would still be 
considered a Kharijite in his belief and view that he left 
unarticulated. 1 

12.4 Mufti NadhIr Husayn al-DihlawI: Terrorist 
Activities Are Not Jihad 

Speaking about jihad, Mufti Nadhlr Husayn al-DihlawI, one of the 
Salafi Ahl al-Hadith scholars of the Indian Subcontinent, wrote: 

But there are many conditions for jihad and unless they 
are fulfilled, there will be no jihad. Firstly, there should 
be a ruler of the Muslims. The evidence for this is that, in 
the Qur’an, God Most High described a story of one of 
the Prophets of old who told his people that they should 
have a ruler or head to wage jihad: 

UJ & lyt SUI' Jl y 

‘Have you not seen the group from the Children of Israel 
who came after Moses? When they said to their Prophet, 
“Appoint for us a king so that we may fight in the cause 
of God [under his command]”.’ 2 

This verse clearly shows that there is no jihad without a ruler, 
because had there been jihad without a ruler, they would not have 
felt any need to say that. And it has been mentioned in a hadith 
that the ruler is a shield and one should fight behind it and save 
oneself through it. Abu Hurayra ^ reported that the Messenger 
of God H said, 

1 Fahd al-Husayn, al-Fatawa al-sharHyya ft al-qadaya al-'asriyya. 

2 Qur’an 2:246. 
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‘Indeed, the ruler is a shield. One fights behind him and is 
protected by him’. 1 * Narrated by al-Bukharl and Muslim. 

This clearly states that jihad can only be waged if it is led by a 
ruler. Secondly, there should be a sufficient amount of logistical 
support with which one can face the disbelievers in combat. God 
Most High states in the Qur’an: 

<dll jip 4) J jiaiji J4^d' -htjj l» ,*4! 

‘And prepare against them as much might as you can 
as well as war steeds, thereby striking fear into God’s 
enemies and your enemies’ A 

Imam al-BaghawI said in his exegesis of this verse, 

tjfi j iSO' 9j3 G 

‘Preparation is to take something of power during a time 
of need, such as the tools that will be a source of strength 
for you against them, including steeds and weaponry’. 

God also says, 

j' Ijjiili ^3 Jl?- ljj> jjiJi 

‘O yow w/Zio believe! Take your precautions ; set out as 
separate units or go out all together’ . 3 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab al-jihad wa al-siyar [The Book of 
Martial Jihad and Expeditions], chapter: ‘Fighting behind the Ruler and Seeking 
His Protection’, 3:1080 §2.797; an d Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-imara [The 
Book of Leadership], chapter: ‘Fighting behind the Ruler and Seeking His 
Protection’, 3:1080 §2797. 

z Qur’an 8:60. 

3 Ibid., 4:71. 
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The hadith master and reviver of the Sunna said in his exegesis 
of this verse, ‘In other words, your military preparation and 
weaponry’. Traditions also tell us their significance, and it is 
evident that nothing can be accomplished without weapons. 

Thirdly, there should be a citadel, nation, or hub of peace for 
the Muslims to look forward to. Regarding the word ‘might’, 
Tkrima said, ‘“Might” means the fortresses’. This was cited in al- 
Baghawl’s Ma c alim al-tanzil. Jihad was not made obligatory until 
the Prophet 0 immigrated to Medina and it became a centre of 
peace. This clearly proves that it is necessary to have a place of 
peace. 

Fourthly, the Muslims should have sufficient numerical strength 
to fight the disbelievers, and it should not be less than half of the 
enemy army. God says, 

a'jS-e 51 jiipJ iJJl 

Zf tjhdAj (jil (l)lj 

‘God has now lightened the burden upon you, and He 
knows there is some weakness amongst you. So if there 
are one hundred resolute and steadfast men, they will 
overcome two hundred; and if there are one thousand, 
they will triumph over two thousand by God’s command. 

And God is with the steadfast’ A 

This verse clearly states that the Muslims should fight against 
two times more than their number and not more than that. In my 
view, none of these conditions for jihad are fulfilled today. Jihad, 
therefore, is not possible under these circumstances. . . . 

iljj ,<u Aiju iaUill jiU' 4)1 Jj4ij I jp 

: Jl All 4<UUa!1 a! Cwu j 3 iUll 5l : Jli 0k. < 0)1 Jj4>j l)I y*s- jjI jA 

Sljj .OVi Jt Cjlf 9JL» 


1 Ibid., 8:66. 
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Anas reported that the Prophet 0, said, ‘On the Day of 
Resurrection, every violator of trusts will have a banner 
by which he will be known’. Narrated by al-Bukharl and 
Muslim. 

Ibn ‘Umar ^ reported that the Messenger of God 0 
said, ‘On the Day of Rising, a banner will be fixed for 
a mischief-monger, and it will be proclaimed, “This is a 
sign of mischief of so-and-so”.’ Narrated by al-Bukharl 
and Muslim. 

12.5 Summary 

We have seen from the Qur’an, the Sunna, the commentaries 
of the jurists, the explanations of the hadith scholars and the 
various religious edicts and research works, that rebels are those 
who initiate armed revolt against the Muslim polity and have 
the strength to do so. They refuse to submit themselves to the 
authority of the government and they declare an open war against 
it by brandishing weapons — regardless if their rebellion is against 
a corrupt government or a just one. Whether their struggle is 
based on an incorrect religious interpretation or a purely worldly 
pursuit, their acts clearly designate them as rebels and terrorists. 
As long as they take up arms and fight against the legitimate 
Muslim government, the government should launch military 
operations against them until they lay down their arms, submit 
to its sovereignty, completely give up their terrorist activities and 
make a commitment to act as peaceful citizens and support legal 
and democratic means for getting their demands fulfilled. 
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Chapter 13 


The Tribulation of the 
Kharijites and Modern-Day 
Terrorists 
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1 3. i The Beliefs, Doctrines and Blameworthy 
Innovations of the Kharijites 

Islam is a religion of balance and moderation. God Almighty 
mentions about the Muslim XJmma : 

Aj*\ 

‘And likewise We have made you a moderate nation’ A 

Some people have rendered the phrase ‘ ummatan wasatan ’ as the 
middle, medium or impartial nation, but in reality, it signifies 
moderation, balance and equilibrium. This moderation is in both 
doctrine and behaviour. That is the chief attribute of Islam. Those 
who eschew moderation have drifted away from the true spirit of 
Islam. Throughout the ages there emerged amongst the Muslims 
various groups that have embraced extremism, and were shunned 
as a consequence even though they manifested Islam, performed 
acts of religious devotion and adopted the outward trappings of 
Islam. At the forefront of these extremist groups are the Kharijites. 

The Kharijites first appeared in the days of the Prophet and 
their ideas gained momentum during the caliphate of c Uthman 
JG until it emerged as a full-fledged and organized group during 
the caliphate of our master c All God Most High alluded to 
the Kharijites in the Qur’an and there are many prophetic hadith 
reports that explain their signs, beliefs, doctrines and practices. 

In general, the Kharijites committed acts of terrorism and 
carried out atrocities in the name of Islam. Due to their extreme 
and specious religious arguments, they would declare it permissible 
to shed the blood of Muslims. In this chapter we shall examine the 
relationship between the beliefs and actions of the Kharijites of 
old and the terrorists of today. 


1 Qur’an 2:143. 
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13.2 The Definition of a Kharijite 

Before examining the signs, beliefs and doctrines of the Kharijites, 
let us cite some of the definitions that the classical scholars have 
given for them. Imam Muhammad b. c Abd al-Karlm al-Shahrastanl 
said in his famous book of heresiology, al-Milal wa al-nihal : 

cIp SpU^JI tSiJl Jj?dl ^U^[l jp J* & 

jlsyis Jl (_glp pAjJu L>\ S' jl “UiSl' (^jlp ^ diS" 

. oUj ^ 

Anyone who revolts against the Muslim government that 
enjoys the support of the community [jama c a\ is called 
a Kharijite — whether this revolt was against the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs during the time of the Companions 
or against those after them who followed them with 
excellence [the second generation, al-Tabidn], or the 
Muslim rulers of every subsequent era. 1 

Imam al-NawawI said: 

t jlaJl ^ jlr-j t jiS* 5 51 5jiaa*J ipa£i!l 1 j L f 

.CJlPU^Jlj CjUw4JI 5jJ5sAj ^ bjftajj 

The Kharijites are a group of blameworthy innovators 
who believe that a person who commits a grave sin falls 
into disbelief and will eternally reside in Hell. For this 
reason, they defame the rulers and do not participate in the 
congregational prayers or the Friday prayers with them. 2 

Ibn Taymiyya stated: 

5jlib L IjjlS* ‘4pL2?sIJ IjjlS* 

J&S fjd' dlj 

1 Al-Shahrastanl, al-Milal wa al-nihal, p. 114. 

2 Yahya al-NawawI, Rawdat al-talibln, 10:51. 
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Since they were armed and inclined to fight, their 
opposition to the community [jama c a] manifested when 
they started killing the people. However, as for today, 
most people [due to their religious garb and appearance] 
do not know of them. . . . [A]nd their ‘passing through 
the religion’ is their leaving it because of their having 
declared lawful the blood and wealth of the Muslims . 1 * 

Elsewhere he stated: 

^ «aU 0 J\ tiyrfH 

Ipjj JpxJl jfi tySj L^J c)Ui! jjb UJJ 

^ JaL*as&\ 

■pftf 3 J\ H ^3 

And these Kharijites are not only the armed group that 
was known in history [during the caliphate of c All] ; 
rather, they are the ones who will appear time and time 
again until the time of the Anti-Christ [al-Dajjal]. z The 
Prophet’s particular mention of the group that appeared 
during the time of ‘All b. Abl Talib was due to the 
many traits found in them. Anyone in whom these traits 
are found is counted amongst them, for the particular 
mention of them [by the Prophet HI] was not because the 
ruling applied to them alone, but rather it was because 
those who were addressed during the Prophet’s time HI 
needed to fix their identity in the times to come . 3 

Ibn Hajar states, 

p&rj IjJli . jjpaila pj&j tiaiUs <^1 

1 Ibn Taymiyya, al-Nubuwwdt, p. 222. 

z Ibn Taymiyya, Majmu a al-fatawd, 28:495-496. 

3 Ibid., 28:476-477. 
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‘The word “Kharijites” is the plural of kharija [“he who 
went out”], which means a faction. They are a group of 
blameworthy innovators, and are called rebels because of 
their leaving the religion and rebelling against the best of 
the Muslims ’. 1 * 

Imam Badr al-Dln al- c AynI commented: 

jU?- \jZJL> j»ji jkdi Jt- 

ii 

‘They are a faction that has left the religion, and they are 
a group of blameworthy innovators. They are called that 
because they rebelled against the best of the Muslims’. z 

Ibn Nujaym al-Hanafl stated, 
jl Ja JJsU P <Ul jyS 

^ >4 s , i s , ] 

The Kharijites are a folk possessing strength and zealotry, 
who revolt against the government due to a self-styled 
interpretation. They believe that government is upon 
falsehood, disbelief or disobedience that necessitates it 
being fought against, and they declare lawful the blood 
and wealth of the Muslims . 3 

This is a basic outline and definition of the Kharijites. Let us 
now review the Qur’anic exegeses, hadith commentaries and other 
sources to know the meanings of the Qur’anic verses and prophetic 
hadith that condemn the atrocities and terrorism committed by 
the Kharijites against Muslims and non-Muslims. 


1 Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, Path al-Ban, iz:z83. 

z Badr al-Dln al- c AynI , c Umdat al-qan, Z4:84. 

3 Ibn Nujaym, al-Bahr al-ra'iq, z:z34. 
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13.3 The Tribulation of the Kharijites as Articulated in 
the Qur’an 

The Qur’an has strongly rejected, in numerous places, the heinous 
act of murder, especially murder on a mass scale that spreads 
terror and mischief on earth. According to the Qur’an, those who 
commit such deeds are considered brigands and rebels (which we 
already discussed). A thorough study of the Qur’an will shed light 
on the many signs and blameworthy innovations of the Kharijites. 
Here we present some of these Qur’anic verses. 

1 3. 3. 1 The Kharijites Possess Deviation in Their Hearts 

God says in the Qur’an, 

JsMj jA C«L»isAi 42° distil dills' Jjjl jAp 

iisiiJt 4 1 ° 4 -IdJ U j^^is ^2 jdiit i°ls 

JUP JA 4j lislt bjijAj OjJwlJllj iih *|) 4 LjiJ dijil 

ijijl % uj uij 

‘He is /A;e One has revealed to you the Book 

comprising some firm and solid verses [i.e., literally 
clear and precise in meaning]; they are the foundation 
of [commandments] of the Book. And other verses are 
figurative [i.e., containing abstract and allusive meaning]. 

So, those who have deviation in their hearts follow 
only its figurative verses [just] under the urge to create 
disruption and with the motive to supply them self- 
seeking interpretation instead of their true interpretation. 

But none knows its true interpretation apart from God. 

And those who are perfectly firm in knowledge say: ‘We 
believe in it. The whole (Book) has been revealed by our 
Lord’. And direction and guidance is the share of only 
those who possess wisdom and insight’ A 

Interpreting this verse, Imam Ibn Abl Hatim wrote, 


1 Qur’an 3:7. 
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Cf <j) If 

‘Abu Umama reported that the Messenger of God Jl said, 
“They are the Kharijites”.’ 1 * 

Ibn Kathlr cited a hadith in which the Prophet J| said, 

p> U bjk&j jjjj is jil Jl UU^ 

‘“As for those who possess deviation in their hearts, they seek 
to follow what is unclear thereof are none else but the 
Kharijites’. z 

Imam al-Khazin mentioned in his exegesis the various people of 
deviation and included the Kharijites amongst them. 3 The hadith 
of Abu Umama cited by Abu Hafs al-Hanball in his exegesis is 
revealing and deserves mention. Abu Hafs al-Hanball wrote: 

pfjj J> jjJJt UU) a#l «Jl» Iji lil sal si JlS 

:Jl3 eJl£ ^1 jpj . . . .p ji yd p J] :Jl^ 

& Jl < J* J*J 

cJd JCsi p> cjlUl cjlUl :liu! /I Jlli cjlia 

U :C«ii9 p .1£Aj IgJjij — 8jla3j phs jp ttUiJl Jl? 

(Ijlir IjjUaS) I JaI Ijili" .^gj :Jlfl ?<UUI Ul U 

j»' dS*>}j. i! j£j :cij tpu : Jl i ^s-^Ja p i<UUl Ul U :c~Ui ,<ua 

J? <uLk— > Jj ttijfd lal t)al : Jlii <uil Jjiaj J*? 

t lL~a 'ij c£jl tO^li jjji jlp ^ ill Jjij 

,lHi LgJiS — l£wa3 *^lj : Jla t<uial £jL~p\ 33 ‘ ( ^~ j 

Al-Hasan said, ‘They [who have deviation in their hearts] 
are the Kharijites’. And when Qatada recited this verse, 


1 Ibn Abl Hatim al-RazI, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-'A^im, 2:594. 

z Ibn Kathlr, Tafsir al-Qur'an al- Agim, 1:347. 

3 Al-Khazin, Lubab al-ta'wil, 1:217. 
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‘So as for those who possess deviation in their hearts 
. . .’, he would say, ‘If they are not the Haruriyya [i.e., 
Kharijites] then I do not know who they are. . . It is 
reported from Abu Ghalib who said, ‘I was once walking 
with Abu Umama as he rode a donkey. When he finally 
reached the door of the Mosque of Damascus he said 
thrice, “They are the dogs of Hellfire. They are the most 
evil of those slain under the heavens. Glad tidings to the 
one who kills them and the one who is killed by them”, 
then he wept. I said, “O Abu Umama, what causes you to 
cry?” He replied, “Out of pity for them. They were from 
the people of Islam [and became disbelievers] and left its 
fold”. I asked, “O Abu Umama! Are these [the Kharijites] 
the ones you are referring to?” He replied, “Yes”. I then 
asked, “Is this something you say from your own opinion, 
or is it something you heard from the Messenger of God 
H?” He replied, “I would be most foolhardy if I said 
this from my own opinion; rather, I heard it from the 
Messenger of God not once, twice, thrice, or four times, 
five times, six times or seven times, but several times”. 

Then he inserted his fingers into his ears and said thrice, 

“If what I say is untrue, let both of my ears go deaf”.’ 1 

Imam al-Suyutl also narrated this hadith in his exegesis and 
explained that the Prophet meant the Kharijites. 2 Al-Nahas has 
also narrated from ‘A’isha % who reported that c Abd Allah b. 
‘Abbas said that the people of deviation mentioned in the verse 
were the Kharijites. 3 

13.3.2 The Kharijites Are Apostates Whose Faces Will 
Be Darkened 

God says in the Qur’an, 

1 Abu Hafs al-Hanball, al-Lubab ft tililm al-Kitab, 3:437. 

z Jalal al-Dln al-Suyutl, al-Durr al-manthur, 2:148. 

3 Al-Nahas, Ma‘ani al-Qur'an al-Kanm, 1:349. 
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j\ J*J Jji Jt UlS ij^J a jk"j j&Jj 

Uj IjSjJ i 

c O« t/?e Day when many faces will be bright and many 
others will be dark, the ones with dark faces [will be 
asked], “Did you reject faith after you had believed I 
So taste the torment for the disbelief you had been 
committing ’V 1 * 

Interpreting this verse, Imam Ibn Abl Hatim narrated from Abu 
Umama that the Prophet H said, ‘[In this verse] they [who rejected 
faith after believing] are the Kharijites’. z Ibn Kathlr also referred to 
the Kharijites in his interpretation of this verse . 3 Ibn Mardawayh 
narrated the same report via Abu Ghalib and Abu Umama. Imam 
Ahmad narrated it in his Musnad, Imam al-Tabaranl in his al- 
Mu c jam al-kabir and Imam Ibn Abl Hatim narrated it in his 
exegesis from Abu Ghalib’s chain of transmission. In his exegesis 
of this verse, Imam al-Suyutl also referred to the Kharijites . 4 

13.3.3 The Kharijites are People of Sedition and Ruin 

God says in the Qur’an, 

U Ijij Hte- j* ajUsj IjAsxsi Ijzoli jjajt 

lM cj^I \ZJ as \ uj tUakJl oaJ as 

‘O believers! Do not confide in those who are not from 
amongst you. They will never miss [any] chance to cause 
you mischief. They wish you severe torture. As for their 
malice, that has become evident from their utterances, 
and [the hostility] that they have concealed in their hearts 

1 Qur’an 3:106. 

z Ibn Abl Hatim al-RazI, Tafsir al-Qur’an al- c A%Im, 2:594. 

3 Ibn Kathlr, Tafsir al-Qur'an al- A^im, 1:347. 

4 Jalal al-Dln al-Suyutl, al-Durr al-manthur, 2:148. 
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is [even] greater. We have made the Signs manifest to 
you, if you would use your intellect’ d 

Imam Ibn Abl Hatim said in his exegesis of this verse, 

.^jljAJl : Jli <Ul <.0, 4J1I dj-'b b* 

‘Abu Umama reported that the Messenger of God Jl said, 
“They are the Kharijites”.’ 2 

Imam al-Qurtubl commented in his exegesis of this verse that it 
indicates the Kharijites, and he mentioned that they will continually 
cause strife and use trickery and deceit. 3 


13.3.4 The Kharijites are at War with God and His 
Messenger 0 and Must be Killed 


God says in the Qur’an, 

Jl Ij&iij jl \Sl~ 3 Jtl bjkL Jj aJJI 5j jjjJl Uil) 

dil* j dlh j 


‘Indeed, those who wage war against God andHis Messenger 
and remain engaged in creating mischief in the land [i.e., 
perpetrate terrorism, robbery and burglary amongst the 
Muslims], their punishment is that they should be slain, 
or crucified, or their hands and their feet on opposite sides 
should be cut off, or that they should be exiled from the 
land [either by banishment or by imprisonment]. That is 
for them a humiliation in this world, and for them there is 
a terrible torment in the Hereafter’. 4 


Ibn ‘Abbas ^ said in his interpretation of this verse, 


1 Qur’an 3:118. 

2 Ibn Abl Hatim al-RazI, Tafsir al-Quran al-'Aram, 3:742. 

3 Muhammad al-Qurtubl, al-Jami li ahkam al-Qur an, 4:179. 

4 Qur’an 5:33. 
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aIIp jisj t*t 'Jb> p 53^-1) Sis ^ ^yCL)\ 'jpi> jfi 

.&rjj iJb poi £Li Jjj kX*e i.\Jii i)\j tXzi iO> 01 t jU^Jb <ui 

Whoever takes up arms against the Muslims and spreads 
fear on the roads, and is subsequently apprehended and 
caught, his fate is at the discretion of the ruler of the 
Muslims; if he so decides he may kill him, and if he so 
decides he may crucify him or cut off his hands and feet 
from opposite sides. 1 * 

This interpretation was also mentioned by Imam al-Tabari and Ibn 
Kathlr, and reported from SaTd b. al-Musayyab, Mujahid, c Ata’, 
al-Hasan al-Basrl, Ibrahim al-NakhaT and al-Dahhak. z Imam al- 
Qurtubl narrated in his exegesis that this verse was revealed about 
a group during the time of the Prophet ||. This group committed 
terrorism and violence outside of Medina, and as a result, were 
subjected to a severe punishment. Al-Zamakhsharl interpreted 
this verse, saying, 

‘They wage war against the Messenger of God |l, and 
waging war against the Muslims takes the same legal 
ruling as waging war against him 0>’. 3 

Citing this exact quote from al-Zamakhsharl, Abu Hafs al-Hanball 
wrote: 

UlkxJ j <uit jS'z UJij ijXoAi Jl 51 

djiALi uji diijAjUj 5^' ^l) djis” ipy&v jp 

What is meant here is that they wage war against the 
Messenger of God |ji — and God’s name was only 

1 Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Jam? al-bayan, 6:214; and Ibn Kathlr, Tafsir al-Qur’an 
al- c A%ini, 2:51. 

z Ibid. 

3 Jar Allah al-Zamakhsharl, al-Kashshaf ‘an haqa'iq ghawamid al-Tanzil, 

l:66l. 
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mentioned in exaltation and esteem for the one against 
whom war is waged, similar to the statement of God 
Most High, ‘Indeed, those who pledge fealty to you are 
only pledging fealty to God’. [Qur’an 48:1c] 1 

This verse also implies that it is permissible to kill brigands. Al- 
Qadl Thana’ Allah Panlpatl said: 

54* ij jjj jk t)l ^Js- Ijiiilj .<UaJ! JjsI j* Jl j lakLd \ji\S" 

4* JjjiaJU jkbll Ojidl aSjAj <L-4 U . jdtdl 

^ JjJbMi jUao*i!I ^ JlSj . • • .&*!!' 9 A» 

.tfjl «ii 

They [the jurists] concurred that ‘those who wage war 
and sow corruption in the earth’ mentioned in the verse 
are the brigands, whether they are Muslims or from the 
non-Muslim citizens. They also agreed that the one who 
takes up arms for the purpose of spreading fear on the 
roads outside of the urban areas — as no help can reach 
there — is an unlawful combatant [ muharib ] and brigand 
who is subject to the rulings contained in this verse. . . . 
Al-Baghawl said, ‘Those who rebel within the urban areas 
are also subject to the ruling contained in this verse’. 1 

What we gather from this verse and the interpretations of the 
exegetes is that those who spread terror within an Islamic state 
must be eliminated, and those who challenge the authority of 
the state and take up arms against it will be subject to painful 
punishments in this life and the Hereafter. 

13.3.5 The Kharijites are Cursed 

God says in the Qur’an: 

1 Abu Hafs al-Hanball, al-Lubab ft ulum al-Kitab, 7:303. 

1 Al-Qadl Thana’ Allah Panlpatl, TafsJr al-mazhan, 3:86. 
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ej”- 1 ^41? ^ dJl^jl Jejft J* 

‘Awd those who spread corruption on the earth ; for them, 
is the curse and the worst abode’ d 

This verse refers to the Kharijites, as evidenced by the interpretation 
of the great Companion, Sa c d b. Abl Waqqas Jj,, who said, 

i ja d; y ijjJt iistj 

‘By the One besides whom there is no other god, they are 
the Haruriyya [i.e., Kharijites]!’ 2 

The phrase ''corruption on the earth ’ implies the killing of 
peaceful citizens and the destruction of wealth and property. Abu 
Hafs al-Hanball reported, 

US' (Jkiu tflj tin Ji i J\ tlpjjb Ul : JVd 

.iSUl 

‘As for His statement . and those who spread 
corruption on the earth”: that is either by inviting to 
something other than God’s religion or committing 
oppression, such as taking lives, destroying wealth and 
laying waste the land’. 3 

This interpretation by Abu Hafs al-Hanball (which was also 
reiterated by al-RazI in al-Tafsir al-kabir) details that in addition 
to taking peaceful life and plundering wealth, corruption on the 
earth includes calling people to heretical beliefs at odds with Islam. 

13.3.6 The Kharijites Presume That They Are Pious 

The Kharijites of old were fervent in their prayers, fasting and 
recitation of the Qur’an, and exceeded the Prophet’s Companions 
in these things. The modern-day Kharijites are no different from 

1 Qur’an 13:25. 

2 Al-Qurtubl, al-Jami li ahkam al-Qur’an, 9:314. 

3 Abu Hafs al-Hanball, al-Lubab ft ulum al-Kitab, 9:425. 
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their predecessors in this regard. They also appear outwardly pious, 
and are seemingly observant of Islamic Law. Inwardly, however, 
they are prey to evils like extremism, radicalism and erroneous 
beliefs that are detrimental to the Muslim Umma , which lead to 
fighting and killing that badly damage Islam’s reputation. 

God says, 


4 ( 


‘Say, “Shall We inform you of those who are the greatest 
losers with respect to their deeds? It is those whose 
entire struggle is wasted in the life of this world, but they 
presume they are doing good”.’ 1 * 


Imam al-Tabari mentioned in his exegesis that this verse was 
revealed regarding the People of the Book who abandoned their 
faith, adopted an evil path and added blameworthy innovations 
to their religion. A second view mentioned by al-Tabari states 
that these losers are the Kharijites, because when Ibn al-Kawa’ the 
Kharijite asked c All about these losers, ‘All replied, ‘You and 
your ilk’. One report mentions that Abu al-Jufayl said, ‘Ibn al- 
Kawa’ the Kharijite asked ‘All, “Who are the greatest losers with 
respect to their deeds?” ‘All replied, “You, O Haruriyya!”’ z 
Al-Samarqandl says about the same verse, 

(U J 

“All b. Abi Jalib said, “They are the Kharijites”.’ 3 


God also says, 

(*-» . JyAUfli jkj UjI IjJli ^ 'j ^ ^ lilj) 

S! tJjJL-iiil 


1 Qur’an 18:103-104. 

z Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Jami al-bayan, 16:33-34. 

3 Al-Samarqandl, Bahr al-‘ulum, 2:364. 
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‘And when it is said to them, “Do not spread corruption 
on the earth”, they say, “We are only reformers” . Beware, 
it is they who truly spread corruption, although they 
perceive it not'd 

and, 

slijj aL»p sj»»> i 

‘So [what about him] whose evil action has been made 
attractive to him and he considers it good? ,z 

Abu Hafs al-Hanball said, 

‘Qatada said, “Amongst them are the Kharijites who 
declare lawful the blood and wealth of the Muslims”.’ 3 

13.4 The Appearance of the Kharijites During the Time 
of the Prophet H 

The turmoil of the Kharijites began during the time of the Prophet 
0 . Abu SaTd al-Khudrl said, 

U Jlli luJ oli ^iJl Ul) 

J, cl Hi Jlii IJjipI lil JjJJ ji :Jl$ .JjipI till Jjij 

HbGs iJ 5l t*i :Jli ti£i ijJ&yd 

• <&$' j* (*4^1' jd*dl ,>• 

‘When the Prophet 0 was apportioning the war booty, 

Dhu al-Khuwaysira, a man from Banu Tamlm, said, 

“O Messenger of God! Be just!” The Prophet 0 said, 

“Woe to you! Who will be just if I am not just?” ‘Umar 
b. al-Khattab said, “[O Messenger of God!] Give 
me permission to strike his neck!” The Prophet 0 said, 

1 Qur’an z:ii-iz. 
z Ibid., 35:8. 

3 Abu Hafs al-Hanball, al-Lubab ft ulum al-Kitab, 13:175. 
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“Leave him, for he has compatriots; and you will belittle 
your prayers and fasting in comparison to theirs, but they 
shall pass through the religion just as an arrow passes 
through a hunted game”.’ 1 

13.5 The Legacy of the Kharijites Began with Disrespect 
to the Prophet H 

It was Dhu al-Khuwaysira’s disrespect to the Prophet that laid 
the foundation for one of the worst trials faced by the Umma. 
And the militants and rebels who revolted against the authority of 
‘Uthman and ‘All were a continuation of the evil precedent set by 
Dhu al-Khuwaysira. 

Imam Abu Bakr al-Ajurrl wrote about this issue in his book Kitab 
al-sharfa and penned a chapter called, ‘On the Condemnation of 
the Kharijites and Their Evil Way, and the Permissibility of Killing 
them, and the Reward for the One Who Either Kills them or is 
Killed By Them’. In it he stated: 

^ ;3^3 j* JP3 9 ^ Jjf 

Jf&i tJjJcr CSTj! Ui U JupI :jUi 

The first of them to appear was during the time of the 
Messenger of God and he was a man who accused the 
Prophet of injustice as he apportioned the war booty 
at Ja c rana. He said, ‘O Muhammad! Be just, for I don’t 
think you are acting fairly’. So the Messenger of God Jl 
replied, ‘Woe to you! Who will be just if I am not just?’ 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About Someone Saying, “Woe 
to you!”’, 5:2281 §5811, and Kitab istitaba al-murtaddm wa al-muamdin 
wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the Apostates and 
Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On the One Who Refrains from 
Fighting the Kharijites for the Sake of Drawing Hearts Near and so People Will 
Not Flee’, 6:2540 §6534; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of 
Zakat], chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and Their Qualities’, 2:744 §1064. 
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Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI mentioned a report from c Abd al-Razzaq 
al-San c anI who said, 

‘Dhu al-Khuwaysira al-Tamlml’s real name was Hurqus 
b. Zuhayr and he was the founder of the Kharijites’. 1 * 

Thus, the later-day Kharijites had the same mindset as their 
founder. Badr al-Dln al- c AynI writes, 

JllL .J^S Jjiy U ji JlS 

. . . .j&b fj* ^ t 

ji tbjljA |sfl 4&I Jjblj 

Al-Dhahabl said, ‘Dhu al-Khuwaysira, the one who said, 

“O Messenger of God! Be just”, is said to be Hurqus b. 
Zuhayr, and he was the head of the Kharijites and was 
amongst the Kharijites who were slain during the Battle of 
al-Nahr. . . , z In the exegesis of al-Tha c labl it is mentioned 
that ‘when the Messenger of God H was apportioning the 
war booty of Hawazin, Dhu al-Khuwaysira al-Tamlml, 
the head of the Kharijites, came to him. . .’ 3 

13.6 The Ideological Development of the Kharijites 
During the Reign of c UthmAn b. c AffAn j §. 

Many disruptions erupted in the Umma after the passing of the 
Prophet HI. They include false claims to prophethood, apostasy, 
refusal to pay Zakat and rejection of several other basic teachings 
of Islam. Those who embraced the beliefs of the Kharijites 
promoted their warped understanding, exploited these disruptions 
and began organizing themselves. Those who actively hatched the 
conspiracy against ‘Uthman, and ultimately killed him in the final 

1 Ibn Hajar al- Asqalarn, Path al-Ban, 12:292; and al-Isdba ft tamyTz al-Sahdba, 
2:49. 

z Badr al-Dln al- c AynI in c Umdat al-qan, 15:62. 

3 Ibid., 16:142. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



The Tribulation of the Kharijites and Modern-Day Terrorists I 2.69 


days of his rule, were composed of those who held the extremist 
beliefs of the Kharijites. The most prominent of them was one c Abd 
Allah b. Saba. This was the first time an extremist and terrorist 
group challenged the authority of the Islamic state. 

Imam al-Hakim mentioned an episode of Husayn b. Kharija, who 
said, 

’Sl+ j! jaJi ja ijif jJ :cJii J/i i SmaSi cjis" uj 

:cJi3 Ul lilj Jail?- l~»*dl cJljli :Jl£ .4 j 

-iJj’jM 1 (Jjii J| -Ml jil^i' M ciM" jl 

. tiSsi^Ud I ^?ti :IJll3 'ftl.Xg-iJl j^ail jjLj Ul lijj j?i«i Olj 

^1 ^L<Jl olij-juJl ^Jl : IjJts ^jla^jjl 
^ ^ M SaJJl U ^IpI 4^11 3^-jJj Ul Iil9 

U t5ji : ^ Jj*i j*j 

U5" ijJUtS *il tM°Ul ijJtsij ^aiUi Ij3ljl ijiaAl 

tAsJilj <ui JjSli tja ji ^ flails tjUUU ^1 vL-ai! cJj' ai ^Ijl :c«Ls 

M'Jh! ^ pJ j-* ^ : .iM 14^ jiTl lii t ujjJl M c^ali 

:cJi .u£* a?-lj C~iJ :Jl$ VcJ ^ :C*ii ^ 

^1?- lj_2 4 liU jails : Jll :cJls V<uiU l^JI :Jli 

‘During the first outbreak of turmoil, I was confused, so 
I said, “O God! Show me something of the truth that I 
may hold fast to it”. So I was shown the world and the 
Hereafter [in a dream], and there was a wall between the 
two that was not very tall and suddenly I was over it. I 
said, “If I continue to be suspended over this, I might fall 
upon those slain at Ashja c , so they can inform me”. So I 
descended on to a land, green and fresh with vegetation, 
and there was a group sitting, whom I asked, “Are you 
martyrs?” They said, “No, we are angels”. I said, “So 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Z70 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


where are the martyrs?” They said, “Go towards the 
higher levels up to the Prophet Muhammad |fk”. Then 
I advanced until I reached a level, and its beauty and 
vastness was indescribable. Upon reaching this level, 
suddenly I saw the Prophet Muhammad and Abraham 
2P and he [Muhammad |l] was saying to Abraham, “Seek 
forgiveness for my Umma”. Abraham said to him, “You 
do not know what blameworthy things they did after 
you. They shed their blood and killed their ruler; why 
don’t they do what my friend Sa c d did?” I said to myself 
that what God has shown me leads me to visit Sa c d. So 
I went to him and told him my dream. He felt glad and 
said, “Wretched is he who does not have Abraham as a 
friend!” I asked him, “So to which of the two factions 
do you belong?” He replied, “I am with neither”. Then I 
asked him, “So what is your advice to me?” He said, “Do 
you have any cattle?” I said, “No”. He said, “Go and buy 
some cattle and withdraw until things become clear”.’ 1 

In Ibn c Abd al-Barr’s al-Tamhid 2 3 ' and Ibn Hajar’s al-Isaba 3 there 
is described what has been called the ‘first tribulation’, which is 
the turmoil that ensued when TJthman was assassinated. The 
people of sedition divided into two groups and were the ones 
who initiated bloodshed and added blameworthy innovations to 
the religion. It was that band of extremists who laid down the 
foundation for the Kharijites after the Battle of $iffln during the 
reign of ‘All JU 

13.7 The Kharijites During the Reign of c AlI b. Abi 
Talib 

The major objective of the Kharijites is to destabilize the 
foundations of the Muslim state in the name of the religion. When 

1 Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 4:499 §8394; and cited by Ibn c Abd 
al-Barr in al-Tamhtd, i9:zzz; and al-Dhahabl in Siyar a larm al-nubala' , 1:120. 

z Cited by Ibn c Abd al-Barr in al-Tamhtd, ly.zzz. 

3 Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, al-Isaba ft tamyiz al-Sahaba, z:iyz §1979. 
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we look critically at the history of the Kharijites, we see that theirs 
was a violent movement that was against dialogue and peaceful 
settlement of disputes, such as the policy that c All J&, the fourth 
Rightly Guided Caliph, adopted in the form of arbitration before 
the Battle of Siffln. As long as the clamour of war prevailed, the 
Kharijite elements in "All’s army were active, but the moment 
he decided to seek arbitration for the sake of avoiding further 
bloodshed, they rejected his decision and deserted his troops. 
Calling him a disbeliever, they organized a terrorist rebellion 
group and rose against him and the Muslim Umma in the name of 
jihad. When they organized themselves, their motto and call was, 
‘There is no judgement but for God’. When ‘All heard their slogan 
he said, 

If; Jp- Ails' 

‘A word of truth by which falsehood is intended ’. 1 
In some collections ‘All is reported to have said, 

\ZJs- IjAp- tllj Olj ell 

‘If they are quiet we will overwhelm them, and if they 
speak we will talk to them with logic, and if they rebel 
against us we will fight them ’. 2 

The Kharijites initiated an armed rebellion against ‘All and based 
themselves in Harura, located on the Iraqi border. They accused 
him of polytheism and blameworthy innovations and declared him 
a disbeliever and rebelled against him. This would prove to be the 
start of their mass killing and terrorism. They argued, 

!aIJ % ill J 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 
‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:749 §1066; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan 
al-kubra, 5:160 §8562; Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:557 §37907; and al- 
Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:171 §16478. 

2 Ibn al-Athlr, al-Kamil ft al-tarikh, 3:212-113; al-Tabari, Tankh al-umam wa 
al-muluk, 3:114. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



2.-J2. I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


‘Do you seek judgment from men in that which is God’s 
command? There is no judgment but for God!’ 1 

A leader of Kharijites, Yazld b. c Asim al-Muharibl, delivered a 
sermon, saying, 

j* tiL ijii Ul li|j yS- Jj 

t > ' i , * » » J 

.kAU ^gil <Ua1j jwrlj Jij till ^ ilail jLUl <^9 <DaJl illspj its tlko 
yJr LIp ai 01 ^gil tdlllj Ul Vlis^sxJ JiifiJbl t^Ap b ,<Ull 

.ULU l# Jj' GjI p tOUJLko 

‘All praise is for God alone. We cannot give it up. O God! 

We seek refuge from any weakness or fawning flattery in 
matters of the religion, because that brings humiliation, 
which will lead to God’s wrath. O ‘All! Would you have 
us fear death? Beware! By God, I hope that we will kill 
you with the edge of the sword. Then, you will come to 
know who amongst us deserves torment the most!’ 2 

Similarly, another leader of the Kharijites said in his sermon, 

iXk j&*j ,_g!l jl Jb^dl j^S” Je * j Jl IgJlal JliaJl <bJ5J I a -La Ja bb Ij^J"' 

.<Ui«jgi4!l faj' aJL^J 

‘Leave with us and let us abandon this city of oppressors 
and head for the mountains or some of the other cities, 
while detesting these blameworthy and misguided 
innovations’. 3 

When the prominent leaders of the Kharijites gathered in the 
house of Shurayh b. Awfa al- c AbasI, Ibn Wahb said, addressing 
the gathering, 

. JjAJl J»l till ibb^! Igli iJdj Jl li ljXa?t»il 


1 Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil ft al-tankh, 3:196. 

2 Ibid., 3:313. 

3 Ibid., 3:313-314. 
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‘Let us come together and head for a land where we will 
carry out the law of God, for you are the people of the 
truth ’. 1 2 

In their response to ‘All’s letter addressed to them, the Kharijites 
wrote, 

b jl3 . 9fi tijtj L.„'qkj 

4)11 til 1 ^s- uTuili aJb uLl> Uli UJlai tijjiil 

‘Indeed, you were not angry for the sake of your Lord; 
you were angry for the sake of your ego. Now, if you 
confess that you fell into disbelief and repent, we will look 
into the matter that is between you and us; otherwise, we 
reject you, and indeed, God does not love the deceitful’. 2. 

This letter and the sermons by the Kharijites indicate that, 
in their opposition to ‘All, they considered themselves to be 
the paragons of righteousness and truth and considered ‘All a 
purveyor of polytheism and blameworthy innovation (and God’s 
refuge is sought from such a notion!). They were so earnest in 
their hatred of polytheism and blameworthy innovation that they 
deserted ‘All’s city and claimed that it was an abode of disbelief. 
They would take to the mountains and wastelands and ambush 
travelers and they would catch hold of their opponents and torture 
them to death. 

Later, ‘All formed an army of Companions to launch military 
offensives against them in order to eliminate them completely 
and restore peace and security and establish the authority of the 
government. They were finally defeated as the Prophet H had 
prophesied and ordered. Imam Muslim and others reported from 
Zayd b. Wahb al-Juhanl, who was amongst ‘All’s army that fought 
against the Kharijites: 


1 Ibid. 

2 Ibid., 3:^17. 
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J?'' p fji : J j*i 0 tj^l ^ JlS 

‘ Jl p&ks % pf&ij? Jl t>4J fcjTjaJi 

•j! (^1p 3*3 ^4 ^ t)Tjai Jl p&<~f 

(U*i JJ .SlaJJl J-? j ^ j i fj l US J* 

SiTj J^ill jp IjAS^W gff^ ^lj OUJ Jp ^ ^ja9 U jjill J~£d' 

c£4i!l <uIa- Jiw 9-C-zP ^Ij Jp £lji ^ <j»4j “UaP d ^A^-j .t j - j till 
^SOjiLu djSjSJj ^UlJl Jjslj AjjUi Jl JJa4£3 . Jij OlyuS <uip 
^3il Ij^aUi 43 *4-113 fjpll tip &j£j till 0$ J! t^lllj 4j*^iljSlj 

.ill ^1 Jp ljj-~i ^UJl J Ijj^tj fljSJl 
llU 9jkl3 Jp UjJU Jl3 J*- ip yftj J Jjj pps pjp j> &L> Jl3 
^UjJl IjiJl :^J Jlfl3 S^J ^ ^ 4^*3^ LlfljJt 

, 9 , t > > , , "»•*> • * j>. ^ ^ r „ >^ 0 0 >'* >> * , 

f3^ 3^3^^ uir oi ^)i3 tjii»j 

JJj :Jl3 JuJl ppJ>j 3jlLi\ \jL*j I yiS-p Iji^-ji 

jlii .tfA^-j ^! UU^J J* '■r’A^l J» cT 1 ^' J? s-*^ jfc*4 J* (•4" ia *l 

j<§^ ^l&4 tSjJ^u pi 9jUUsll3 £pxJJ\ i-£-i IjU^sJl Jp 

>3^' Ji Al; ejPji :Jl3 jS*i Jp Jsl oS U-U ^ J* 
U : Jlii ^UjJjl «4lp aJ] ^lli : Jl3 .iJjij ^Lj t&l (JjUp : Jl3 
10, ill Jjij djJiSJl lift c-**uj 3* *!?l AJl i ^ijl ill 3* ! J~?ji!l >i 
,2J JaA?tj 3 aJ tlbSi iaUsAlil !ja *^l AJl i tjX Jl illj (^f : Jlli 

“All said, “O people! Indeed, I heard God’s Messenger |fe 
say, ‘There shall be a folk that comes from my Umma and 
they will recite the Qur’an — your recitation will not be 
comparable to theirs, or your prayers or your fasting to 
theirs. They will recite the Qur’an and believe it supports 
them but [in reality] it is against them. Their prayers 
will not go past their throats, and they shall exit from 
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the religion just as an arrow exits from a hunted game. 

If only the army who encounters them knew what has 
been decreed for them upon the tongue of their Prophet 
0 , they would rely on it [and cease doing other deeds]. 
Their [i.e., the Kharijites’] distinctive sign is that there 
is a man amongst them, one of whose arms is like a 
woman’s breast, or a piece of meat palpitating and with 
some white hairs’. [ c Ali continued:] You will be marching 
towards Mu‘awiya and the inhabitants of the Levant and 
will leave these folk behind amongst your children and 
properties! By God, I most certainly hope that they are 
these people [mentioned in the hadith], for they have 
shed inviolable blood and raided the people’s belongings. 

So go forth [against them] in the name of God”.’ 

Salama b. Kuhayl said, “Zayd b. Wahb took me to a 
place in which to stay until we crossed the bridge. c Abd 
Allah b. Wahb al-Rasibl was the head of the Kharijites on 
that day and he said to his army, ‘Cast down your spears 
and unsheathe your swords, for I fear that they will attack 
you as they attacked you on the Day of Harura”.’ So they 
cast down their spears, drew their swords, and people 
fought them with spears until they were killed. Only two 
soldiers of ‘All’s army were killed on that day. ‘All 
said, ‘Search for the maimed one [Dhu al-Khuwaysira] 
amongst the slain’. They searched but did not find him. 

‘All then stood up and [walked] until he came upon a 
pile of bodies from the enemy. He ordered, ‘Search them’. 
They removed the bodies and found him at the bottom 
of the pile. ‘All then cried out, ‘God is the Greatest! 

God spoke the truth and His Messenger conveyed the 
message!’ Then there stood before him ‘Ubayda al- 
Salmanl who said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! By 
God, besides whom there is no other god. Did you hear 
this [description] from the Messenger of God 0 ?’ ‘All 
replied, ‘Yes, by God, besides whom there is no other 
god’. ‘Ubayda sought an oath from him three times and 
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each time he swore by God”.’ 

There are other related hadith reports that describe this man’s 
handicap as a distinguishing mark. In one report it mentions that 
he would be of dark complexion and have a hand like a women’s 
breast. In that report it states that when our master c All defeated 
them, he said, ‘Search for the one with this sign’. When they 
continued to look and could not find him, ‘All said twice or thrice, 
‘By my Lord! I have neither lied nor been told something false’. The 
people eventually found the body in a barren place and brought it 
before ‘All. ‘Ubayd Allah — the narrator — said, ‘I was with ‘All the 
entire time and his statement was regarding the Kharijites’. 1 

Jundub b. ‘Abd Allah i$. said, 

oUisJl 3ilj3 jfi cSjJiS' cSji ^ 

iixi> 

‘^ 3 * 

s.'ijA Jiiid dlS" 61 J* dj®^ b'j C~»i 3 

‘Ji fjs- JO®' lit Ul3 4-A )U OlS" l)| 3 ‘is® J Oils tSplk 

b 4)b ij*3 :Jl$ ikLs ,|=f| 4)1 Jj4ij 4Uj < _gJLP’ CjJU? j^jl 

^ J^-3 d^®' tJjjj c*M .d£iii p> ja 

UJ : Jl3 ^ U :Jl5 ^ :Ji4s ,<u 

tijiki U *^p Jlli .jJl ’ill :cii dj^ai t j£Jl Ijial 03 : Jl3 ?^l3 
d^h Vitos U : JlS U : Jlii JoaAzOJ J 9 A j.1^- 

«j*ks U ^1 p Jlii ._4-Jl 'j*k® 03 : Jl3 Vb53i Uj Jl3 V^jil ^ 5^-1?- 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitdb al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:748 §1066; Abu Dawud 
in al-Sunan : Kitdb al-Sunna, chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 4:244 §4768; 
al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubrd, 5:163 §8571; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
1:91 §706; ‘Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:147; and al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 
2:1:97 §581. 
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Jlli <.c£j p ,j0> ill jj> iji jhJtjj /ojaL&j 

AU*>J olsS" (Jl jptb _ J ->r . I ' IJjjj ^gjl LSI la' U 

lla Ail Ul lUA? U SjiLijj A£?-jj UJlp TJL *Aj . ;t gj.i 

^Jl A) ^lAa—3 ._ aA °/^ All Ijjs «l?“U : Jls p .tpiS- y g°; a j^iaj 4j«iwP 

Aa> 4 (U* VAA?Jl a!j JjsiU jAj ppj SiUj LS^! (►®J*As3 

tl lA?s^fli!l o£-U :^. ^1 p a! Jlli .Hupjup y>\s- ^ j* L)\J> *|l 
,J4il< l—ip CUJj tJjiiU u^j Ul : Jlii 

Ijl^Jj l^oll IjiuJ sl-U" t g°;a Ui Uii t? jUl ^1 uUwsUJl) I'StUj Olijl 

^1p Jlii oils iA^-jj. IaJp J_iU tSuil iUji : Jli t ^r)j jl JlsjiSl 

JaJl ^U^l til JJ-3 A*1 Uj 9.A» i _ s «So C.J-U-3 :>1 jJlU- Jl3 .^jlJl jiJCjji :j£§£. 

. 4jAA£ , g°;a l?tj 9j«£wP llo Ja3 Uj 

‘When the Kharijites seceded from ‘All, he went out in 
pursuit of them and we went with him. When we reached 
their troops, we heard a loud recitation of the Qur’an 
that sounded like the buzzing of bees. Amongst them 
were some wearing loin cloths and mantles, and seeing 
them in that state [of ostensible piety], I had mixed 
feelings about fighting against them. I stuck my spear 
into the ground, dismounted from my steed, took off my 
mantle and spread it out and placed my armour on it. 

I then took my steed by the reigns and started praying 
towards my spear [as a barrier]. During my prayer I said, 

“O God! If it is obedience to You to fight these folk, 
then give me permission to do it; and if it is disobedience, 
then show me a sign of Your disapproval”. As I was in 
that state of entreaty, suddenly, ‘All b. Abl Talib came, 
riding the Prophet’s mule. After he came close to me he 
said, “O Jundub! Seek refuge with God from the evil of 
doubt!” I then hastened to come closer to him, but he 
dismounted and began to pray. Suddenly, someone on a 
galloping horse approached and said, “O Commander of 
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the Faithful!” c All said, “What is the matter?” The rider 
said, “They have all crossed the stream and got away”. 

I said, “God is the Greatest”. c All said, “They have not 
crossed it, and will not do it. It is the promise of God and 
His Messenger that they will be killed”. Then he mounted 
his steed and said, “O Jundub! I shall send someone to 
them who will recite the Qur’an to them and invite them 
to the Book of their Lord and the Sunna of their Prophet 
He will not turn to us [to signal the attack] until they 
shoot arrows at him. O Jundub! Less than ten will be 
slain amongst us and less than ten will survive amongst 
them”. Then he said, “So who will take this copy of the 
Qur’an to those folk and invite them to the Book of their 
Lord and the Sunna of their Prophet and get killed and 
earn Paradise?” No one responded to his call except a 
young man from Banu c Amir b. $a c sa c . c All said to him, 
“Take [this copy of the Qur’an]”. And so the young man 
took it and c All said to him, “You will be killed and will 
not turn to us until they shoot you with arrows”. The 
young man walked towards the encampment of the folk, 
carrying a copy of the Qur’an. When he reached a place 
where they could hear, one of them shot him with an 
arrow. He then turned towards us and sat down. c All 
then said, “Now attack them”. I killed eight of them with 
this hand of mine before I prayed the Afternoon Prayer 
and less than ten amongst us were slain and less than ten 
amongst them survived ’. 1 

As you see, Jundub was affected by the ostensible piety, 
asceticism and worship of the Kharijites. Despite that, all their 
distinguishing marks that c All told of proved true. 

Jariq b. Ziyad said, 

: 'jjkS' : p ip&xi Jl 

1 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mujam al-awsat, 4:227 §4051; and cited by al- 
Haythaml in Majma' al-zawa id, 4:227; Ibn Hajar al- Asqalanl in Fath al-Ban, 
12:296; and al-Shawkanl in Nayl al-awtar, 7:349. 
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US' JptJl dyrjxj jjl£u y Jpdb OjiiSs - j i»j3 Ail 

1 iyji OlyLi SJj ^ . aJ' t g .9 ji tAla^Jl ^ jj.gMl 

. luSLi .j-iljl -ULS jA j*J j|j jj^iUil J«i -LLi yA jlT t)l 

,Ui« ^1 p laj*i UyjAi c^JbtiJl UA^-ji (llliks .Ijdisl : Jl 5 

‘We went out with ‘All Ji to pursue the Kharijites and 
he slew them. Then he said, “Take a close look, for the 
Prophet of God H said, ‘There shall emerge a folk who 
speak the truth but it will not pass their throats. They 
shall leave the truth just as an arrow exits a hunted game. 
Their distinguishing trait is that there is amongst them a 
man of dark complexion with a deformed hand with black 
hairs on it’. If it is him, then you have killed the most 
evil of the people, and if it is not, then you have killed 
the best of the people”. We then began to cry and then 
he said, “Look for him”. We looked for him and found 
him with a deformed hand, so we fell into prostration [in 
gratitude] and ‘All Ji prostrated with us ’. 1 

13.8 The Beliefs of the Kharijites 

The preceding discussion has shown us that sometimes crooked 
and short-sighted people emerge in society with compound 
ignorance concerning the wisdom and vision of the religion. They 
strictly observe the outward religious acts, which in turn instil 
them with the conceited belief that they are staunch Muslims and 
true embodiments of Islam. They feel themselves near to God 
and consider all others either disbelievers or disobedient. They 
believe it is their right to force others to adhere to the path of 
righteousness and they forget God’s words, 

Aa4w>di daPjdJ tj dJjj j^Sl £ 3 !/ 


1 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 5:161 §8566; Ahmad b. Hanbal 
in al-Musnad, 1:107 §848, and Fada’il al-Sahaba, 2:714 §1224; and cited by 
al-Khatlb al-Baghdadl in Tarikh Baghdad, 14:362 §7689; and al-MarwazI in 
Tallin qadr al-salah, 1:256 §247. 
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‘ Invite to the path of your Lord with wisdom and goodly 
invitation’ , ' 


and, 

(ji&\ J Sl/l H) 

‘ There is no compulsion in the religion’ , z 


Satan plants the seeds of arrogance in their hearts, which in 
turn cause them to see themselves as pure Muslims and others 
as impure, if Muslims at all. They believe that it is their right 
to force others to believe what they believe, and because Satan 
has moulded them and shaped them with the idea that they are 
peerless, they are convinced that they are free to use whatever 
means at their disposal to either bring wayward Muslims back to 
the right path or eliminate them. 

This mindset allows them to kill people, spread terror and 
plunder wealth and property without fear of sin. According to 
their warped understanding, whatever crimes they do are jihad. 
The Qur’an informs us that they will be the greatest of losers in 
the Hereafter: 


dill I'yS Jt j> p &k* JS) 


‘Say, “Shall We inform you of those who are the greatest 
losers with respect to their deeds ? It is those whose 
entire struggle is wasted in the life of this world, but they 
presume they are doing good ”.’ 1 * 3 


Imam al-Shahrastam said about the false beliefs and ideologies 
of Kharijites: 

SjyuaJlJ Jji jUS" 


1 Qur’an 16:125. 

z Ibid., 2:256. 

3 Ibid., 18:103-104. 
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. . . SlLJ' lit 

’J»\ ijjpr ^ *Js- ^ jJjJl j*i 

4)1 jCpJ jj 4)1 jCp Sij^Il S^U ^'jjij^d 

Jd >ji>j Jd %i J/r Jd «jj*j y*j Jd 

9>C0 Jj»l (-4l (^sjl .AiaJj IjjlSj) tSjJlill cSdj (-jjJiaJl 
.Saijl ji o^pjl ji ^jf jjjJl (Uj ■ ■ ■ 4ljj£h fjj 

The major factions of the Kharijites are six: al-Azariqa, 
al-Najdat, al-Tjara, al-Tha c aliba, al-Ibadiyya and al- 
Safriyya. The remaining factions are but offshoots of 
these. They believe that it is right and obligatory to revolt 
against the government if it goes against the Sunna. . . . 
They are the ones who rebelled against the Commander 
of the Faithful, c All when the process of arbitration 
was underway. They gathered at Harura in the region of 
Kufa. Their leaders were c Abd Allah b. al-Kawa’, c Atab b. 
al-A c war, c Abd Allah b. Wahb al-RabisI, TJrwa b. Jarir, 
Yazld b. c Asim and Hurqus b. Zuhayr, better known 
as Dhu al-Thaddlya. In those days they totalled twelve 
thousand men dedicated to prayer and fasting — meaning 
on the day of the Battle of Nahrawan. . . . The first of 
them was known as Dhu al-Khuwaysira and the last of 
them [in the first organized revolt] was known as Dhu 
al-Thadlyya. 1 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI said: 

Llpj t)l jt S’jj jSy jjl 

*J> ji *£ (*^Ashd Cf-P) ^3 ^ 

jj> 5i jJlm* ^Js- s\jj i\Jj\ jllJi ^ JilS’ 3 &S ij~£ ji\ 

SSc £- 1 jJj tJilS j£i ^ 


1 c Abd al-Kanm al-Shahrastam, al-Milal wa al-nihal, p. 115. 
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Al-Qadl Abu Bakr Ibn al- c Arabl said, ‘The Kharijites are 
two types: Those who claim that ‘Uthman, ‘All and those 
present at the Battle of al-Jamal and Siffln, and all who 
were pleased with the arbitration, were disbelievers; and 
those who claim that anyone who commits a grave sin is 
a disbeliever who will abide eternally in Hell. Najda [b. 
‘Amir] had added a belief not held by the other Kharijites, 
namely that the one who does not march out and wage 
war against the Muslims is himself a disbeliever — even if 
he held the belief of the Kharijites’. 1 

Ibn Taymiyya spoke about the blasphemous beliefs of the 
Kharijites and their oppressive behaviour against the Muslims, 

IjjlSj djpajj US* IjUS* 

t— Jit jy, jjjs- lj&3 ij .lia*ilj yij Jlip jj OU ifij c-Jlt ^1 y jjs- 

Jl JLS tAP <ui«Jl IjijlS IjjlS" ^3 ^jljAJl 

d^ - :j®l^ dSJ.iS' i :oUj?si!l 

(llUl djjl l<* j~*J IjiSd- liAjstjj iflpj 0U5P til lljJlfij . j^Jji uillA 

. Ijtir IjjUflS Ijiiisj 

As the Prophet 0 described them, they would ‘kill the 
people of Islam and leave the idolaters’. They declared 
‘All b. Abl Jalib and ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan disbelievers, as 
well as those who allied with them. They killed ‘All b. Abl 
Talib, believing that it was lawful. The killer was ‘Abd al- 
Rahman b. Muljam al-Muradi. He, along with the other 
Kharijites, was devout in their worship; however, they 
were grossly ignorant [of religious logic and wisdom] and 
abandoned the Sunna and the community [jama' a]. They 
said, ‘There is only the believer and the disbeliever; the 


1 Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalam, Fath al-Ban, 12:283, 285. 
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believer is he who performs every single obligation and 
abstains from every single prohibition. So whoever does 
not fit that description is a disbeliever who will abide 
eternally in the Fire’. Furthermore, they applied this to 
anyone who objected to them, and said, ‘ c Uthman and 
c All and their ilk have judged by other than what God 
has revealed and committed oppression therefore they are 
disbelievers ’. 1 

Describing the known features of the Kharijites, Ibn Taymiyya 
said: 

^ j' U pfoerj jp 

iUy- j\i jli 5lj tUi OjjiJb 

. jii 

There are two well-known and exclusive traits by which 
they parted from the community of Muslims and the 
Islamic state: their abandonment of the Sunna and the act 
of declaring sinful that which is not a sin or declaring as 
good that which is not good. The second difference between 
the Kharijites and the remaining people of blameworthy 
innovation is that they declare people disbelievers over sins 
and misdeeds. Their imputation of disbelief on account of 
sins results in their making lawful the blood and wealth 
of the Muslims and declaring the abode of Islam [Dar al- 
Islam] an abode of war [Dar al-Harb ] and only the land 
in their control the abode of faith . 2 

The reason why the Kharijites are also called Haruriyya is 
because the first group of Kharijites emerged from the area of 


1 Ibn Taymiyya, Majmu c a al-fatawa, 7:481. 

2 Ibid., 19:72-73. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



2.84 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 

Harura in the days of c All’s caliphate. Shabblr Ahmad ‘Uthn 
said: 

J tSiSUs 'jAJl j*-® :jJj “iltJjAh dji 

jU?- ^jIp tjjlil jp [pi 5jpa£* 

Ijliks 5 uIp t— ijlit jia*i 9jl~? Ijj&l J'j*!' JJd j£*j & £pdj 
sjS&Jl ^ ts'jlh JP! 5lSj) ^ 5u1p 

OjaAlJj t<ua iljiJl jIp Olyih OjJjP IjjiS” j*^j' V) tijil^hj 

^1p £» JuIp Uli ppj aJsjh ^ djAhiJj 

4&\3 j* jiS) ^1 p liUI Ijolspij tiiuB j^. dulp jir IjilsPlj 

• (£;'j4 'jjU^J «j^p9 t( ^As!l Jil j4 

The Prophet’s statement regarding ‘the Haruriyya’ 
is regarding the Kharijites, which is from the word 
‘ kharija ’, which means ‘those who went out’. They are 
a folk from the blameworthy innovators and were given 
that name because of their separation from the religion 
and the best of the Muslims. The start of all this lies 
with some of the people of Iraq who objected to the 
behaviour of some of ‘Uthman’s relatives [who were in 
power], so as a result they defamed TJthman. They used 
to be called ‘the reciters’ because of their dedication to 
recitation and worship; however, they would incorrectly 
interpret the Qur’an, force others to adopt their views 
and go to extremes in asceticism, humility and so on. 
So after TJthman was killed they fought alongside ‘All, 
believing that ‘Uthman and those who followed him were 
disbelievers. They believed in the imamate of ‘All and 
held that those who fought against him during the Battle 
of al-Jamal were disbelievers. However, when he chose 
arbitration, they censured him and left him at Siffln and 
became secessionists [Kharijites]. 1 


1 Shabbir Ahmad TJthmam, Fath al-Mulhim , 5:158. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.i 



The Tribulation of the Kharijites and Modern-Day Terrorists I 285 

jfi Ijilisi . . . . fc— ij JiS' IjjlS" :J4?J .^VT <u!Uj 

Ulip JliLs t^JJpG jtjj jp- tuUS" : Jlij t<dJ *i!] ^So- V 

U Jlsii ^}dl> Vj Vi V 5t :SjVj 

. . . t^SIXSJb ljiiip-1 t)l J*j lllii diU«3 \ydpu 

IjAip-l j*J . . . ®^ 9 j^ ji^Jb ^1 p -ig-io ^U~«V' 

jfi tji idb . . . tiialj aiUJ kii ^Ljjj jiSsJ ^ajJaai ai&u *}[ £y> J\ ^ p 

They were eight thousand in number, although it was 
said that they were over ten thousand. . . . [When c All 
was making an address] they issued calls from around the 
mosque, saying, ‘There is no judgement but for God’. ‘All 
said, ‘A true word by which falsehood is intended’. He 
also said to them, ‘There are three rights you have over 
us: that we do not prevent you from the mosques, that we 
do not withhold from you your provision from the fay ’ 
(spoils acquired without fighting), and that we do not 
initiate fighting against you so long as you do not spread 
corruption’. They seceded, bit by bit, until they gathered in 
Mada’in . . . and they began withholding obedience [from 
‘All, saying they would continue] until ‘All confessed to 
disbelief for having preferred arbitration. . . . Then they 
concurred amongst themselves that whoever does not 
believe as they do is to be declared a disbeliever whose 
blood, wealth and family are lawful. . . . Then they killed 
any of the Muslims who passed their way. 1 

j&e ^ Jf’ jt JjS 'd* 

jt Jl ^ dl ^ dip Jsi csdh 
id^u ioUJbj uijj’il' >y. tj'jdb ■ ■ ■ 

j£S (t-1 <1)1 ilj3 t yfe 


1 Ibid. 
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Jc- i 'Sy> jfi ijjls} . . . uispi jJj tjiii" 

SjLSdl i4^S" C*S\3jl Afli IjilS jSo ,*J OIJ tljiiS dlS" till jluill 

Jj3 4AP : “ Cj ^ UUJ ' ” ^3 yyaifi jj\ JlS ,j3lSdl jjdo- 

.Siji 

This is a synopsis of their origin. They were concealed 
within the ranks during the caliphate of c All J&, until c Abd 
al-Rahman b. Muljam killed c All after having approached 
him during the Dawn Prayer. . . . During that time the 
Kharijites emerged from Iraq with Nafi c b. al-Azraq, and 
in Yamama with Najda b. c Amir, and Najda had added 
a belief not held by the other Kharijites, namely that the 
one who does not march out and wage war against the 
Muslims is himself a disbeliever — even if he held the belief 
of the Kharijites. They imputed disbelief upon those who 
neglected to enjoin the good and forbid the evil — if they 
were able to do so and still neglected it. And if they were 
unable, it was believed that they committed a grave sin, 
and according to them, the one who commits a major 
sin is a disbeliever. Abu Mansur al-Baghdadl said in al- 
Maqalat, ‘The factions of the Kharijites are over twenty 
in number ’. 1 

13.9 The Psychological Traits ol the Kharijites 

Commenting on the Kharijites and their activities, Imam Ibn al- 

Athlr wrote: 

i_Jsj dll JLP Jjl» ^ ljAi£lj Ua*J ^jljAJl (►* 

t J\ jl JU^Jl Id Ij^-J^l :Jl$ 

J> 1 Jjio J* .iUaiJl £jJl eA$} jjj£U tlH 

4111 4>Uj ^ll Uj : * js j ^1 JULi i/^wjdl 

1 Ibid. 
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3 tyyS ! JlS 

Then the Kharijites joined forces and gathered in the home 
of c Abd Allah b. Wahb al-Rasibl, where he addressed 
them and encouraged them to abstain from the delights 
of the world and to enjoin the good and to forbid the 
evil. Then he said, ‘Leave with us and let us abandon this 
city of oppressors and head for the mountains or some of 
the other cities, while detesting these blameworthy and 
misguided innovations’. Then they gathered in the house 
of Shurayh b. Awfa al- c AbasI. Ibn Wahb said, addressing 
the gathering, ‘Let us come together and head for a land 
where we will carry out the law of God, for you are the 
people of the truth’. Shurayh said, ‘We would go to the 
various towns, enter them and expel their inhabitants ’. 1 

One particularly heinous event occured when the Kharijites 
brutally slaughtered c Abd Allah b. Khabbab and his wife for 
refusing to declare TJthman and ‘All disbelievers. Imam al-Jabarl, 
Ibn al-Athlr and Ibn Kathlr narrated: 

Ul :cJULs .sljiil ^3 .a 

. t ViMI iijAsJ 

They put him on the ground and slaughtered him, causing 
his blood to flow into the water. Then they advanced 
towards his wife and she said, ‘I am a woman! Do you not 
fear God?’ Then, they sliced open her stomach and killed 
three other women from Tay’ [because they sympathized 
with her ]. 2 

When ‘All learnt about the murder of ‘Abd Allah b. Khabbab, 
he dispatched al-Harith b. Murra al-‘Abdl to the Kharijites to 
investigate the incident. When he reached the Kharijites and asked 

1 Ibn al-Athlr, al-Kamil ft al-tankh, 3:213-214. 

2 Ibid., 3:219, 7:288; al-Tabari, Tankh al-umam wa al-muluk, 3:119. 
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why they murdered c Abd Allah, they killed him as well. 

Ibn Kathlr mentioned that after this, the Kharijites wrote to 
c All, saying, 

‘All of us have killed your brothers, and we believe that 
both their blood and your blood are lawful’. 1 

When ‘All dispatched Qays b. Sa c d b. ‘Ubada al-Ansarl to go 
and negotiate with the Kharijites, he addressed them, saying, 

. . . Uadt UJl iUf 

j k-Sj-Lib Ibdp bjJLfrij Uj.fep ^jt 3 

‘O servants of God! Hand over those of you whom 
we want, and obey the authority of the state that you 
have challenged. . . . For indeed, you have committed a 
grievous crime; you accuse us of polytheism and shed the 
blood of the Muslims’. 2 

Similarly, as ‘All’s representative, Abu Ayyub al-Ansarl also tried 
to convince the Kharijites. He said, 

Jjiap {JQjj \jj!> J Jb*i' ^!j & 

vUijAJiij 

‘O servants of God! Certainly, we and you are in the 
same state as we were before. There is no hostility as such 
between you and us, so why do you fight against us?’ 3 

Their terrorist and rebellious state of mind is also revealed in the 
address ‘All made to the Kharijites: 

djk&jj iGpI * j«- j£- gjjf 1 J'j \b\s 3 OjJL?t£lo j|j Id IjzL 

jl J4! ti* JJ p 

1 Ibn Kathlr, al-Bidaya wa al-nihaya, 7:288-289. 

2 Ibn al-Athlr, al-Kamil ft al-tankh, 3:219. 

3 Ibid. 
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.jdjA 4l)l «LP <U1I tLP .tbo.l '-Lfij ^ip 

‘Explain to us: by what justification do you declare it 
lawful to kill us and rebel against the authority of the 
state and take up arms? And then you go out and slay 
people! Indeed, this is most surely a clear loss. I swear 
by God, it would be seen as grievous in the sight of God 
that you even kill a chicken with this intention, so what 
about a harmless soul that is considered inviolable in His 
sight?’ 1 2 

When ‘All presented the banner of peace to Abu Ayyub al- 
Ansarl JG he went out and said, 

0*3 ‘DA 3& (Uj pi jij tjA jfc C*Ai s A 

. jA j£j SpUAI' fli* Jl jl ^Ssla 

‘Whoever takes refuge under this banner is safe; whoever 
abstains from fighting and killing will be safe; and 
whoever amongst you heads to Kufa or to the other towns 
and abandons this group is safe’. z 

These citations clearly show that the Kharijites declared the 
Prophet’s Companions and the common Muslims disbelievers and 
polytheists and considered it not only lawful to kill them, but 
religiously mandated. 

13.10 How the Kharijites Roused Religious Sentiments 

The Kharijites would base their call for religion on the Qur’an. 
Expressing their religious zealotry, they would rouse extremist 
sentiments in some of the hapless and ignorant Muslims, and 
misinterpreting jihad, they would incite them to commit mass 
murder. To motivate them further, they would mention the 
rewards of Paradise, so as to mentally prepare their followers to 


1 Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil ft al-tankh, 3:220; Ibn Kathir, al-Bidaya wa al-nihaya, 
7:22 6 . 

2 Ibn al-Athir, al-Kamil ft al-tankh, 3:221. 
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kill and be killed. Ibn Kathlr recounted a sermon delivered to the 
Kharijites by one Zayd b. Hisn al-Ja’i al-SanbasI. 

csTjiil jfi £j\j T 'hj t iJjjkdb. 

^a dJLdjli <dli <jjh j»J £1*3$ dj3j jjp >111 .ft] 3 

J& igi>U :JlS .JjLiUll JjiJUaJl Uj&j laJju \3ij 

tolsSdi ijilji as ^|ii uJLs Ja! ja Qjpj Ja' 

^ Jl4j ^4^! d^3 CP" (*-®^'4 ! r dlj Jjli' ^ 

JtSj tjo'S' ^ £jj*h ^ 3dJjl p c^JUi type* jj in i^- 

^1 6^ ^4 >/*■ j*4*%3 

&ti ^iLs 0|3 >4 jaL jlUUJl a! otjj US"2Sll pj&> 

,45^-j 4ilt tMjlsj (jl! ja 

They also gathered in the house of Zayd b. Hisn al-Ja’I al- 
Sanbasl. He addressed them and encouraged them to enjoin 
the good and forbid the evil. He recited to them some select 
verses from the Qur’an, such as the statement of the Most 
High, ‘O David! Indeed, We have made you a vicegerent 
on the earth, so judge between people with truth and do 
not follow vain desires, lest they lead you astray from the 
path of God ' [Qur’an 38:36], and His statement, ‘ And 
whoever does not judge by what God has revealed, then 
they are the disbelievers'. He went on to recite the similar 
verses that mention ‘they are the oppressors' and ‘ they are 
the corrupt'. Then he said, ‘I call the people of our call and 
qibla to bear witness that they [ c All and the community] 
have followed vain desires and cast the ruling of the Book 
[Qur’an] aside and acted unjustly in their words and deeds. 

And I call you to bear witness that it is incumbent upon 
the believers to wage jihad against them’. Upon hearing 
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this, a man amongst them by the name of c Abd Allah b. 
Sakhbara al-Sulaml began to weep, then he [Zayd b. Hisn] 
started to rouse them to revolt and said, ‘Strike their faces 
and sides with swords until the Most Compassionate and 
Merciful is obeyed. If you are victorious and God is obeyed 
as you wish, He will reward you with the recompense of 
those who obey Him and act upon His commands. And if 
you are killed, then what could be better than God’s good 
pleasure and Paradise ?’ 1 

If we analyse the methodology and activities of modern-day 
terrorists, we see that they are mentally immature, young and 
brainwashed, and have the same modus operandi as the Kharijites 
of old. Their warped view of Islam is plain to see; on the one 
hand they are very devout in their worship, and on the other hand 
they have no compunction in killing peaceful Muslims. Ibn Kathlr 
reported that once the branch of a date palm fell during a journey 
and one of the Kharijites picked up a date from it and put it in 
his mouth. A fellow Kharijite objected and reminded him that he 
did not have the owner’s permission. Immediately, the man spit it 
out. z 

Similarly, Imam Ibn al-Athlr related that once, when a pig 
owned by one of the non-Muslim citizens passed by a member 
of the Kharijites, he killed it with his sword. A fellow Kharijite 
condemned him for killing it, and when its owner came, he begged 
his pardon, paid its price and made the man happy . 3 

Look at the apparent religiosity of the Kharijites on the one 
hand and their terrorism, barbarism and ruthlessness on the other. 
Ibn Kathlr reported, 

IjjUrj (SjAjIs 4)1 dip I Ida 

Ida jAlll Udi ilaajj igdki lapuJi (4)1 bjAxj 

£*ija 4 -^LL’u ii\ <dat Jldi tjj&i ^a j) 

1 Ibn Kathlr, al-Bidaya wa al-nihaya, 7:286. 
z Ibid., 7:288. 

3 Ibn al-Athlr, al-Kamil ft al-tankh, 3:218. 
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So along with this, they brought c Abd Allah b. Khabbab 
forward and slaughtered him. Then they approached his 
wife and she said, ‘I am pregnant; do you not fear God?’ 
Then they slaughtered her and sliced open her stomach 
and killed her unborn child. When news of their deed 
reached people, they were afraid; if they went to the 
Levant to fight them they would leave their wives and 
children at risk of suffering the same fate. They were 
afraid for their families and suggested to c All that he 
should first fight them, and then go confront the people 
of the Levant after he is done with them; that way, the 
people will be safe from their evil. There was a unanimous 
opinion that fighting them was the best course, and that 
was a tremendous good for both them and the people 
of the Levant. c All dispatched a messenger to them, 
one Harith b. Murra al- c Abdi, and said to him, ‘Keep 
me well-informed about them and write to me’. When 
Harith reached them they killed him and did not even 
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give him a chance to speak. When news of this reached 
c All, he was resolute in his decision to fight them first 
before the people of the Levant. The Kharijites soon sent 
him a message, saying, ‘All of us killed your brothers and 
we declare lawful their blood and yours’. Qays b. Sa c d 
b. c Ubada went to them and exhorted them, denouncing 
them for their grievous crime, but it was of no avail. 
Similarly, Abu Ayyub al-Ansarl went to them, as did the 
Commander of the Faithful, ‘All b. Abl Talib, who said 
to them, ‘Your vain desires have made pleasing to you 
that for which you kill the Muslims! I swear by God, it 
would be seen as grievous in the sight of God that you 
even kill a chicken with this intention, so what about the 
blood of the Muslims?’ 1 

These historical records prove that the Kharijites considered 
blood a cheap commodity. They had no reservations about killing 
people and cared not one iota for those who were brought up with 
the Prophet’s spiritual training. 

Since the Prophet 0, made it categorically clear that these 
people would continue to emerge, time and time again, it is easy 
to recognize the modern-day Kharijites, for they share the same 
traits of those of old. They too shed the blood of people; they 
too brutally slaughter women and children and challenge the 
authority of the state; they too attack mosques, murder peaceful 
people engaged in worship and target them in the marketplaces; 
and they too call their dastardly deeds jihad. All the current acts 
of terrorism committed by the so-called ‘Mujahidun’ are but a 
continuation of the Kharijite doctrine and ideology. 

1 3. 1 1 The Blameworthy Religious Innovations of the 
Kharijites 

From the previous sections we learnt that the Kharijites held many 
baseless positions and added numerous heretical innovations in 
the religion. They would give self-made interpretations of the 

1 Ibn Kathlr, al-Bidaya wa al-nihaya, 7:288. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



294 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


Qur’an and hadith and, on that basis, declare lawful the blood 
of Muslims. The Prophet foretold many of their innovations. 
He foretold that they would kill the Muslims and spare the 
idolaters ; 1 * he stated that they would consider it lawful to murder 
non-Muslim minorities; z he said that they would be extreme in 
worship ; 3 he informed us that they would declare the perpetrators 
of enormities as permanent residents of Hell and hold that their 
lives and properties are lawful; he said that they would believe 
that the one who disobeys the Qur’an in his practice and opinion 
is a disbeliever; and finally, he foretold that they would believe it 
is obligatory to revolt and rebel against oppressive and corrupt 
governments . 4 Ibn Umar ^ mentioned that they would take the 
Qur’anic verses revealed about the disbelievers and apply them to 
the believers . 5 

Early history reveals that the Kharijites were so extreme in 
their beliefs, ideologies and innovations that they even regarded 
the Prophet’s Companions as disbelievers. Imam al-Shahrastanl 
writes in al-Milal wa al-nihal that Ziyad b. Umayya asked the 
Kharijite, c Urwa b. Udayya [or Udhayna], ‘What do you think of 
Abu Bakr and ‘Umar?’ He said, ‘They were good’. Then he asked 
about ‘Uthman. He said, ‘I took him as my friend in the first six 
years of his caliphate, but when he introduced new things and 
made innovations, I stepped aside, because he disbelieved in the 
end’. Then he asked about ‘All. He replied, ‘He too was good in 
the beginning, but when he initiated arbitration, he turned into 
a disbeliever. So, I got away from him too’. And when he asked 

1 Ibid., Kitab al-tawhld [The Book of Divine Unity], chapter: ‘God’s saying, 
“The angels and the Spirit Ascend to Him”’ [Qur’an 70:4], 6:2702 §6995. 

z Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:166 §2657. 

3 Narrated by Abu Ya‘la in al-Musnad, 1:90 §90. 

4 ‘Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadl, al-Farq bayn al-firaq, p. 73; Ibn Taymiyya, 
Majmu a al-fatawa, 13:31. 

5 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidln wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539. 
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about Mu c awiya, he reviled and condemned him as well . 1 Imam 
al-Shahrastanl also commented that the Kharijites used to declare 
the Muslims disbelievers, including the eminent Companions such 
as ‘Uthman, Talha, Zubayr, c A’isha and c Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas 

13.12 The Research of Imam Abu Bakr al-AjurrI 

Imam Abu Bakr al-AjurrI wrote about the Kharijites in his book 
Kitab al-sharfa and penned a chapter called, ‘On the Condemnation 
of the Kharijites and Their Evil Way, and the Permissibility of 
Killing them, and the Reward for the One Who Either Kills them 
or is Killed By Them’. He stated, 

dJ SUpp iij^i j»Ji U^ai £ui*Ji <Jl&u 

tj \jffi 33s 613 

dTjiii djSjisj j»ji p&H t 

‘(*4^! fyl?- J3j bjAj&jj U 

ouj-b & iUJbdl 

jJUj ja i Js- b&ji 3 (►* 

l)jJL?(£Loj ^Ip tlLa^-j UJas Cj&aib '2 a 

^ (3^3 j* ^ JjA) ^ ^ 99® lP 

1ISI31 ui taX?w U Japi : Jlij tSjij*^db jiiUili 3^3 

t&S J 2 p SijU ?Japl p \s\ Ja*J jzs t 3CLj Jui 

’brie# jiAj 4 J biSs^ij ia» 5 i aIIp ^ gifi 

.&jl' j* 4 ^' <3j4J us Jjaii ^ a«b«pj 

jS Jusi jtij ij^llaib ddai- £■ J) ibCJlj S^all dip jSlj 

jSSb oiaiS ja \£y- a*j ^ji .«$£si Ji 

1 Al-Shahrastanl, al-Milal wa al-nihal, 1:118. 

2 Ibid., 1:121. 
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cOUmP JiiL ^ 01 ^ <LL)*b$Jl ^3 OlS' 0k> 4&I Jjij tAign^l -X3j 

cJli? ^ J* js*) ^ <1£J3 -AAj p lj3\J?f ui 

^ i*U % (*•&- ^ 'jj^j 'j^>l jtfj 

<^h jJdj "in isji'U ^ i^s. ^biii t ji>di ijiijf ^ las' 

jj l^s- a&«> jLai .^. SjUSwaJl &» Jil3j tijjbdJ jl J* Jjsi< ^ 
,4PiaJl fjij 01 ^jll Jp- i_A~0 ^jljAil iwJlis 
^ fU^I OlS" *iilp t fUI ^ o5 ,^rj^- i%r' titj jj 
d ,^iud t d^ d^~ ,l 'j taLO ^jAi tljh^- 

*ij (4^L^ fljii *ij tS^AisJl <^9 A^Ul Jjkj *ij cOlyiJLJ 43£ljib Ji*i il)l 
.^jljAJl CJijJ* ilaJU OIS" lit ^JLm3i ^ dsliJl 

All the scholars of the past and the present agree that the 
Kharijites are an evil folk who disobey God, the Exalted 
and Sublime, and His Messenger 0 — even if they pray and 
fast and strive in worship. None of that will avail them, 
despite their show of enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil. That is because they interpret the Qur’an according 
to their vain desires and pass it off on the Muslims. God, 
the Exalted and Sublime, the Prophet 0 and the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs after the Prophet 0 warned us of them, 
as did the Companions and those who followed them in 
excellence — may God have mercy upon them. 

The Kharijites are a vile and despicable folk, as are the 
other sects that adhere to their doctrine and inherit their 
way, from those of the past to the present day. They revolt 
against the governments and declare lawful the murder 
of Muslims. The first of them to appear was during the 
time of the Messenger of God, and he was a man who 
accused the Prophet 0 of injustice as he apportioned the 
war booty at Ja c rana. He said, ‘O Muhammad! Be just, 
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for I don’t think you are acting fairly’. So the Messenger 
of God 0 replied, ‘Woe to you! Who will be just if I am 
not just?’ ‘Umar wanted to kill him but the Prophet 0 
forbade him and said, ‘Leave him, for he has compatriots. 

You will belittle your prayers and fasting in comparison 
to theirs, but they shall pass through the religion just as 
an arrow passes through a hunted game’. 

In several hadith reports the Prophet 0 ordered that 
they be fought, and explained the virtue of the one who 
either kills or is killed by them. After their appearance 
they abandoned the various cities and gathered together, 
enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, until they 
reached Medina and killed ‘Uthman b. ‘Affan The 
Prophet’s Companions who were in Medina tried to 
prevent ‘Uthman’s murder but were unsuccessful. 
Afterwards, the same people revolted against the 
Commander of the Faithful, ‘All b. Abl Jalib JG because 
they were displeased with his judgement, and raised their 
slogan, ‘There is no judgement but for God’. In response, 

‘All said, ‘A word of truth by which falsehood is intended’. 
Then ‘All fought against them and God honoured him 
with slaying them. The Prophet 0 informed us about the 
virtue of the one who either kills them or is killed by 
them. The Companions fought alongside ‘All, and as a 
result, ‘All’s sword against the Kharijites became a sword 
of truth until the Final Flour. 

Therefore, if a Kharijite revolts against the government — 
whether the government is just or not — and gathers forces 
and unsheathes his sword, no one should be deceived by 
his efforts in reciting the Qur’an, praying lengthy prayers, 
engaging in constant fasts or his uttering of fine words 
regarding Sacred Knowledge, since his doctrine is that of 
the Kharijites. 

Some of the most well-known reports about the Kharijites were 
narrated by Imam al-Ajurrl in his chapter about the reward of 
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those who fight agaisnt them and either kill them or get killed by 
them. ‘Abd Allah b. Mas c ud ^ reported: 

fji OUjJl : §sfl <&' Jjij 3^ 

j* If <Ardi US' gSC^l di* dr? djJjL 

.in alp >1 p&S 

The Messenger of God said, ‘At the end of time there 
shall appear a folk, young in age and foolish. They will 
utter the best of words spoken by people, but they shall 
pass through Islam just as an arrow passes through a 
hunted game. Whoever encounters them [during war] 
should kill them, for killing them will be rewarded by 
God’. 1 

Abu Umama ^ reported that the Prophet H said, 

‘Glad tidings of Paradise to those who kill them or are 
killed by them’. 2 

Abu Umama also reported that the Prophet H said thrice, ‘They 
are the dogs of the Hellfire; they are the dogs of the Hellfire; they 
are the dogs of the Hellfire’. Then he |l said, 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al-mu amdin 
wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the Apostates and 
Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites and the 
Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 6:2539 §6531; Muslim 
in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The Encouragement 
to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066; and al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan 
[The Book of Tribulations], chapter: ‘Concerning the Trait of Renegades [al- 
mariqa]’, 4:481 §2188. After having narrated this tradition in al-Sunan, Imam 
al-Tirmidhl said, ‘This tradition is reported by ‘All, Abu SaTd and Abu Dharr 

and it is a fine sound tradition’. 

2 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-Sunna, 4:243 §4765; Ahmad 
b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:224 §13362; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:161 
§2.649. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



The Tribulation of the Kharijites and Modern-Day Terrorists I 299 


jjiJl Jl& t *USJl C-Aj ^5^ j-Si 

‘They are the most evil of those slain under the heavens, 
and the best of those slain are the ones killed by them’. 1 

‘All said, 

.jUUoll fa , ULt 

‘Wherever you encounter them [during war], slay them, 
for whoever slays them will be granted a reward on the 
Day of Resurrection’. 2 

‘A’isha % said, 

j&f ^ j'j4 p* : ^ ii' Jj^3 

‘The Messenger of God mentioned the Kharijites and 
said, “They are the worst of my Umma and shall be killed 
by the best of my Umma ”.’ 


1 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : ‘Introduction’, section: ‘On the Kharijites’, 
1:62 §176; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:163 §2654. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
muanidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539 §6531; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066. 
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E xtremism and terrorism are costing us dearly. On the one 
hand they create doubts about Islam and its teachings, and on 
the other hand they result in the loss of lives and destruction of 
property. Peace and harmony guarantee prosperity, development, 
tranquillity and pleasure, whereas violence and strife cause 
turmoil and destruction. For this reason, the Prophet |l blocked 
all the passages and doors through which disaster and destruction 
could enter. He encouraged softness, kindness, mutual affection 
and clemency. ‘A’isha % reported that the Prophet H said, 

js- Jakj y u jljJi js- Jajuj jijh <jh?5 fy 

‘Indeed, God is gentle and He loves gentleness. He 
bestows for the sake of gentleness that which He does 
not bestow for harshness ’. 1 

Gentleness and affability are constructive, but harshness and 
violence are destructive. Softness and moderation are signs of 
well-wishing, while extremism and fanaticism represent hatred 
and violence. Extremism does not bring good in this life or the 
Hereafter, while violence perpetrated in the name of religion is 
more dangerous than violence done for the sake of worldly matters. 
Violence and aggression stem from extremism. The Prophet |l. 
said, 

. ^ jJlah ills t jjjJi 'ji JJuJtj 

‘Beware of extremism in the religion, for that is what 
destroyed those before you ’. 2 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-birr wa al-sila wa al-adab [The Book 
of Piety, Filial Duty and Good Manners], chapter: ‘The Virtue of Gentleness’, 
4:2003 §2593; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘On Gentleness’, 4:254 §4807; and by Ahmad b. Hanbal in 
al-Musnad, 1:112 §902. 

2 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-manasik [The Book of Pilgrimage 
Rites], 2:1008 §3029; al-Shaybanl in al-Sunna, p. 46 §98; and Ibn Abl Shayba 
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The beloved Messenger of God 0 beheld the state of affairs 
until the Day of Resurrection and also foretold of terrorism that 
would be committed in the name of religion. Therefore, he not 
only distinguished jihad from murder, but also warned the Muslim 
Umma of those who would perpetrate violence and bloodshed in 
the name of religion. He clearly described the behaviour patterns 
and signs of these so-called Mujahidiin, so as to remove all doubts 
about their heinous designs and evil intentions, that the Umma 
might not get deceived by their pious appearance and abundant 
worship and recitation of the Qur’an. He urged the Umma to 
stay away from turmoil and ordered them to excise the cancerous 
growth of the Kharijites from the body of the Umma. 

14. i The Kharijite Terrorists Will Appear Extremists in 
Religious Matters 

According to the prophetic traditions, the Kharijites will appear 
religious. They will look more constant in their prayers, fasting 
and other acts of worship than the rest of the Muslims. They 
will also seem stricter than others in their observance of the legal 
commands. The Messenger of God 0 said, 

US' (ji-d' ja 

‘Indeed, from the offspring of this man there shall emerge 
a folk whose tongues shall be moist from reciting God’s 
Book, but it shall not go past their throats. They shall 
pass through the religion just as an arrow passes through 
a hunted game’. 1 

Abu SaTd al-Khudrl reported that the Prophet 0 said, 
in al-Musannaf, 3:248 §13909. 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Dispatch of ‘All b. Abl Talib and Khalid b. al-Walld 
to Yemen before the Farewell Pilgrimage’, 4:1581 §4094; Muslim in al-Sahih: 
Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], Chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and their 
Qualities’, 2:741 §1064; and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:4 §11021. 
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‘[H]e has compatriots; you will belittle your prayers and 
fasting in comparison to theirs ’. 1 

It is reported from Abu Salama and c Ata’ b. Yasar ^ that 
they went to Abu SaTd al-Khudrl and asked him about the 
Haruriyya. They asked, ‘Did you hear the Prophet Jl say anything 
about them?’ Abu SaTd replied, ‘I don’t know about the Haruriyya, 
but the Prophet said, 

djjiLki ^ 

l/i tri ^ dljill 

“There shall appear a folk m this Umma”, and he did 
not say “ from it”, “and you will belittle your prayers 
in comparison to theirs; they will read the Qur’an but it 
shall not pass their throats or larynxes. They shall pass 
through the religion just as an arrow passes through a 
hunted game”.’ 2. 

In his commentary on this hadith, Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI wrote: 

Jai L ajjuo ^1 jp ^ 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About Someone Saying, “Woe 
to you!”’, 5:2281 §5811, and Kitab istitaba al-murtaddm wa al-muanidin 
wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the Apostates and 
Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On the One Who Refrains from 
Fighting the Kharijites for the Sake of Drawing Hearts Near and so People Will 
Not Flee’, 6:2540 §6534; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of 
Zakat], chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and Their Qualities’, 2:744 §1064. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 6:2540 
§6532; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘On 
the Kharijites and Their Qualities’, 2:743 §1064. 
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i .}alL ji t 

j* fjj £>*4 j* s-»i l 4 -43 d&J 9 ^ (!r? ^4*4 

<ul :»UCi ^1 dJj^- ^ <U*ib iljill 01) »UCi ^j>\ kioA?- ^tSyjj 

Sjl^aJl :t£iP' .SJpjUi ^ :?js^ &'jj 

Js- jfi p%j\j i£j\y*]\ JJ&j ^1 J^> jj> SjUil 4l?j tislii^l (t 

.aaH I «Jl» 

There is no discrepancy in any of the rigorously authentic 
chains from Abu SaTd regarding his statement, ‘and he 
did not say “from it”.’ ... As for the other wording 
narrated by al-Tabari from Abu SaTd, ‘from my Umma ’, 
its chain is weak; however, there does appear in the hadith 
of Abu Dharr in Muslim the wording, ‘There shall be a 
folk after me from my Umma’. And he also has another 
report from the route of Zayd b. Wahb, from ‘All, which 
reads, ‘There shall come a folk from my Umma’. This 
hadith is reconciled with Abu SaTd’s by stating that the 
meaning of Umma in the hadith of Abu SaTd is the Umma 
of Response, and the meaning of Umma in the others’ 
narrations is the Umma of Invitation. Al-Nawawl — may 
God have mercy upon him — said, ‘This hadith indicates 
the deep understanding of the Companions and their 
exactitude in words. It also contains an indication from 
Abu SaTd that the Kharijites are charged with disbelief 
and are not from this Umma V 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI further writes, 

JU IGi Jj \je jfi tXS’j ,<u£Jt ^s- OllaXalt 


1 The ‘ Umma of Response’ refers to those who have accepted the message of 
the Prophet H and embraced Islam, whereas the ‘ Umma of Invitation’ refers 
to the ‘potential Umma’, those who are invited to the religion, but have yet to 
embrace it. Ed. 
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Ojliiuj bj [ij3 : JlS <U)I Jjij 

:laA( ^ <y. SJe j*j ipfcJb 1 ' 1 

:Ji$ <W!3 ^ -jfcLll &P Jjl dJai- c^J 

‘J^V' tr^ .^» 'i%r' 1^5 3? ^ (»ji ^ c«Lpai pfeZifc 

jfi *>1 j*& J>} J* 'K~* ^ 0 ?' .ijAi-J' jtiT j* fftyrjj 
.gjLjsJII ^y> Xil IjInJ : Jlaj tiiUxJl ^3 sJgp 

‘Asim described the traits of Najda al-Harurl, saying 
‘they fast through the day and pray through the night 
and collect the alms according to the Sunna’. This was 
narrated by al-Jabarl, who has another report from the 
route of Sulayman al-Tayml from Anas who mentioned 
that the Messenger of God 0 , said, ‘Amongst you are a 
folk who persevere and strive until they amaze people 
and their own egos amaze themselves’. This is reported 
from the route of Hafs, Anas’ nephew, from his uncle, 
with the wording: ‘They will absorb themselves deeply 
in the religion [yata^ammaqun \ . Al-TabaranI narrates 
the story of Ibn ‘Abbas’ debate with the Kharijites, in 
which Ibn ‘Abbas said, ‘I went to them and I had never 
seen a people more assiduous in their efforts. Their hands 
resembled the feet of camels [thick and rough] and the 
marks of prostration were prominent upon their faces’. 

Ibn Abl Shayba narrated that when someone mentioned 
the Kharijites and their efforts in the presence of Ibn 
‘Abbas, he said, ‘They are not as hard working as the 
monks!’ 1 

Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI has also included this research in his 
Fath al-Mulhim (5:159). 

According to the description given in the traditions, the first 
denigrator of the beloved Messenger of God 0 , ‘Abd Allah b. Dhl 
al-Khuwaysira al-Tamlml, the chief of the extremists, had a mark 

1 Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 12:289. 
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of prostration on his face and signs of extensive worship, and had 
thick, coarse beard. 1 

Zayd b. Wahb al-Juhanl reported that he was amongst those in 
the army who were allied with c All. c All said, 

bjfjJLt jfi j»ji 0k, J' Igjl 

‘ <+0^~g> Jl % ‘■i&H Jl 

^ j* 4 >fe j»j t ^ iil bjLSu 6 Tyi)l t j! 

.j&ijh j* ^4**^' US’ j* •^4=?'y 

‘O people! Indeed, I heard the Messenger of God H say, 
“There shall be a folk that comes from my Umma and 
they will recite the Qur’an — your recitation will not be 
comparable to theirs, or your prayers or fasting to theirs. 
They will recite the Qur’an and believe it supports them 
but [in reality] it is against them. Their prayers will not 
go past their throats. They will exit from the religion just 
as an arrow exits from a hunted game”.’ 2 * * * 

Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI commented: 

ODI 0 b 1*4! jTyiJl lM bjb^Su 4 s '-is * 1 i jdj ^4! <o! bjL~?v : 0 k 
5j\-S>! 4«jj <011 A 4 i-i-Lf- Ja 4 4 ft Lit 

dl crl5 ‘ L * a2j - ^ & t-J 6 - ‘d* C/t d 

& J* % 3 ^: 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Dispatch of ‘All b. Abl Talib and Khalid b. al-Walld 
to Yemen before the Farewell Pilgrimage’, 4:1581 §4094; and Muslim in al- 
Sahlh: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The Encouragement to 
Kill the Kharijites’, 2:742-743 §1064. 

2 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 

chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:748 §1066; Abu Dawud 

in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Sunna, chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 4:244 §4768; 

al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 5:163 §8571; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
1:91 §706; and ‘Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:147. 
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The Prophet’s statement, . . and believe it supports 
them . . means that they believe that the Qur’an is a 
proof for them in affirming their false claim, whereas that 
is not the case. Rather, it is a proof against them in the 
sight of God Most High. This also indicates that there are 
some amongst the Muslims who exit the religion without 
intending to do so, and without consciously choosing 
another religion over Islam . 1 

14.2 The Slogans of the Kharijites Will Seem True and 
Appealing to the Common Man 

The Kharijites will pay lip service to the religion and raise 
‘Islamic’ slogans, but their intentions will be evil. No one should 
be fooled by their pro-Islamic rhetoric and outward appearance; 
their aim will be to create disunity within the Muslim Umma, 
spread misconceptions and foment turmoil. All reported that 
the Messenger of God said, 

■l Jjj* £>- <>? 

‘They will speak the words of the best of people [just to 
mislead people]’. z 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI says in his commentary upon this hadith, 

t Jj H\ y juis* jji d\sj 

‘[These words imply that the Kharijites will cite] the 
Qur’an [to validate their stance]. And the first phrase 
they used to justify their rebellion was, “There is no 

1 Shabblr Ahmad UthmanT, Fath al-Mulhim , 5:167. 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539 §6531; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066. 
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judgement but for God [they put across their manifesto in 
the garb of Islam]”, and they drew this from the Qur’an 
and interpreted it incorrectly’. 1 2 

A similar commentary was mentioned by c Abd al-Rahman 
Mubarakpurl in his commentary on al-Tirmidhl’s Sunan called 
Tuhfat al-ahwadhj. z 

c Ubayd Allah b. Abl Rafi c , the freed bondsman of the Messenger 
of God H, reported: 

.dJ uJlk jij C^r'Jr UJ 51 

CiU udfij fjjtk, aSi' Jjij dl ty. AjjI J?- iilS* 

jUilj lla pQiLdlj' J?J| JjIjAj sfjjk j) 

jlis .9 Ul i ujjj <U1?- j! i\J* [Jde <&Jj ijl* >1 « <Ult jii- 

: Jlli IjJlaij djjlajl : JlS q. JU? ,^1 

jli tjK&j J&- A> Ijjti Kyi- oj JJrj p WJ jI C-ji 5 c4>iS" U 

.ji-fei ^1 p Jj3j jj> L£p •j&&‘ ^3 

‘When the Kharijites started their rebellion, I was with 
c All when they uttered, “There is no judgment but for 
God”. He reported that ‘All said, “A word of truth by 
which falsehood is intended. Indeed, the Messenger of 
God 0 described some people, and I certainly recognize 
their qualities in these folk. They speak the truth with 
their tongues but it does not pass this from them (and he 
pointed at his throat). They are from the most despised 
of creation in the sight of God. Amongst them is a man 
of dark complexion who has a hand like the teat of a goat 
or like a nipple of a breast”. When c All b. Abl Talib ^ 
killed them he said, “Go look for him [his corpse]”, and 
so they looked but did not find anything. He then said 
twice or thrice, “Go back, for by God, I have neither lied 


1 Ibn Hajar al- c Asqalam, Fath al-Ban, 6:619. 

2 Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpurl, Tuhfat al-ahwadhi, 6:354. 
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nor been lied to”. Afterwards they found his body in a 
heap and brought it to c All, placing it right in front of 
him. I witnessed all this: from his command until the time 
they found him’. 1 * 

Imam al-NawawI mentioned on the above narration, 

I 44 'j i'jl Ids I JlS 51 sbii 

•**£Aj 

‘What this means is that the phrase is based on the truth, 
as God Most High said “Indeed, the judgement is for 
God alone” ; z however, their intention with this phrase 
was to censure c All ^ for his arbitration’. 3 

A similar explanation was mentioned by Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI 
in his commentary, Fath al-Mulhim (5:169). 

Tariq b. Ziyad said, 

: Jl 3 0 ill bf Ijjkil : Jl 3 p £)'jAh J\ {J* ^AjA 

.^ilA JjAJb j*j3 <U| 

‘We went out with ‘All ^ to fight against the Kharijites. 
After he killed them he said, “Observe, the Prophet of 
God H. said, ‘There shall appear a folk who speak the 
truth but it will not pass their throats’”.’ 4 

These traditions prove that the Kharijites raise their slogans 
to accomplish their extremist designs, and that behind them are 
nefarious objectives for which they must be exposed so that people 
do not go astray. 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 

‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:749 §1066; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan 
al-kubra, 5:160 §8562; and Ibn Hibban in al-Sahlh, 15:387 §6939. 
z Qur’an 6:57. 

3 Yahya al-NawawI, Shark Sahib Muslim , 7:173-174. 

4 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 5:161 §8566; and by Ahmad b. 
Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:107 §848. 
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14.3 The Kharijites will Brainwash Young People and 
Use Them for Terrorist Activities 

The Prophet Ji mentioned that the Kharijites would be young in 
age and use brainwashed youth to carry out their evil designs. c All 
reported that he heard the Messenger of God |fe say, 

I tJUjll jr T 

.juGih 3 ^ 4 ] Ots Liijii cjCoJh 

‘At the end of time there shall appear a folk, young in 
age and foolish. They will speak the words of the best 
of people [just to mislead people], but their faith will 
not pass their throats. They shall pass through Islam just 
as an arrow passes through a hunted game. Kill them 
wherever you find them [during war], for the one who 
kills them will be rewarded on the Day of Resurrection’. 1 

Imam al-Tirmidhl narrated from Ibn Mas c ud 0$ in al-Sunan : 
ct)Ty5)l t)j sSj£L> Oi4?-S c)Ujh 

US' .Jjjdi JJ>- Jji ja 1 3^4 

■ft#' ^ 

‘At the end of time there shall appear a folk, young in 
age and foolish [so their brainwashing will not pose any 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu^anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539 §6531; Muslim in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066; Ahmad 
b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:81, 113-131 §§§616, 912, 1086; al-Nasa’I in 
al-Sunan: Kitab tahnm al-dam [The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], 
chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His Sword and Wields it 
amongst People’, 7:119 §4102; and Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: ‘Introduction’, 
section: ‘Mention of the Kharijites’, 1:59 §168. 
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problem]. They will recite the Qur’an but it will not 
pass their throats. They will speak the words of the best 
of people [just to mislead people], but they shall pass 
through Islam just as an arrow passes through a hunted 
game’. 1 * 

The phrases ‘ahdath al-asnan ’ and ‘ sufaha ’ al-ahlam’ used in 
the two hadith reports indicate that the Kharijites will be young 
and use young people for their heinous acts of terrorism. Similarly, 
the Qur’an also calls the foolish ‘ sufaha ”. God says, 

^1 dll IjJJj 

‘ And do not give the foolish your wealth that God has 
made a means of support for you’ d 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI said, 

iIa tObijyJi J&\ ^ laiCa t^tdi y* ij tOil?-i djj 

.Oud> Jidw ^ Jii Oil?- ^^-Jidlj 

.adij t)l ^>k-Sll 

The Prophet’s statement, ‘ ahdath ’, means someone who 
is young in age — and this is how it appears in most of the 
narrations. In the version of al-Mustamll and al-SarakhsI, 
it reads ‘ huddath ’, and the author of al-Matali c said that 
it means youth.’... ‘The Prophet’s statement |l, ‘ sufaha ’ 
al-ahlam’, means that those intellects [who are engaged 
in brutal terrorist activities] are deficient in intellects. 3 

Badr al-Dln al- c AynI said: 

I ^gLduOJl SjIJj laiCa 0lO*il OlaA dJJi 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:36, §44; al-Hakim in al- 
Mustadrak, 2: 159 §2645; Ibn Abl c Asim in al-Sunna, 2:456 §937; al-Bayhaql in 
al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:187; and al-Daylaml in Musnad al-firdaws, z:3zz §3460. 

z Qur’an 4:5. 

3 Ibid. 
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jjI JlSj .jLJl Jrs *"' 5 i»j ttiC-*’*!!' 

• §li& djis .obis ^y«j Jaa!) JlLai^lb jtjiJtJ Jjlj toUJiJt 

The Prophet’s statement, ‘huddath al-asnan", is how it 
appears in the narration of al-Mustamll and al-SarakhsI, 
but in most narrations it says ‘ahdath al-asnan" , which 
means someone who is young in age. Ibn al-Athlr said, 
‘“hadatha al-sinn"" is a metonym that implies young age 
and adolescence, and “ asnan ” means age, so in other 
words they are youth’. The phrase, ‘ sufaha ’ al-ahlam ", 
implies mentally deficient are the brainwashed. 1 

c Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpurl also held the position that ‘ ahdath 
al-asnan ’ denotes youth. 2 Shabblr Ahmad c UthmanI said, 

iOIj I ^ : ja Oaidlj t)bu«>S!l 

t ^ Jlj ^ 

.OC * 1 4j iljillj 

Regarding the phrase, ‘ ahdath al-asnan" , the word hadath 
means the one who is young in age — and this is how the 
word appears in most narrations. In some variations, 
however, it reads, ‘huddath". The author of al-Matali c 
said that it means youth. . . . And al-asnan is the plural 
of sinn, which means age; and so the phrase means that 
they [who perpetrate terrorism] are young. 

These explanations by the hadith scholars illustrate that ahdath 
al-asndn and sufaha ’ al-ahlam are not people who suffer from 
insanity, properly speaking, but rather they are brainwashed, 
immature youth. If we observe the current upsurge of terrorism 
committed in the name of Islam, we will realize that the prophecy 
of God’s Messenger 0. has become a tangible reality. 

1 Badr al-Dln al- c AynI, ' Umdat al-qan, i6:zo8-zo9. 

2 Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpurl, Tuhfat al-ahwadhi, 6:353. 
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14.4 The Kharijites Will Appear from the East 

The Prophet 0 , also prophesied that the Kharijites would emerge 
from the east. Abu SaTd al-Khudrl reported that the Prophet 
H said, 

jjoJl ja *i .bVji\ bjljtuj JjXill 

‘A people shall appear from the east; they shall recite the 
Qur’an but it will not pass their throats. They shall pass 
through the religion just as an arrow passes through a 
hunted game, never to return until an arrow returns to 
its bowstring’. 1 

Yusayr b. c Amr ^ asked Sahl b. Hunayf ‘Did you ever hear 
the Messenger of God 0 , say anything about the Kharijites?’ Sahl 
replied, 

,t g?:..Jb 6Tyih — Jj-u!' jAj 9X?i jUlj — 

3)** US' jjaJi ja 

‘Yes, I heard him, and he pointed towards the east 
[and said], “There shall appear a folk who will recite 
the Qur’an with their tongues but it will not pass their 
throats. They shall pass through the religion just as an 
arrow passes through a hunted game”.’ 2, 

c Abd Allah b. ‘Umar (£§, said, ‘I once heard the Messenger of God 
say, while standing upon the pulpit, 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-tawhid [The Book of Divine 
Unity], chapter: ‘The Recitation, Articulation and Reading of the Reprobate 
and Hypocrite [Reading the Qur’an] Does Not Pass Beyond Their Throats’, 
6:2748 §7123; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:64 §11632; Ibn Abl Shayba 
in al-Musannaf, 7:563 §37397; Abu Ya‘la in al-Musnad, 2:408 §1193; and al- 
Tabaranl in al-Mujam al-kabir, 6:91 §5609. 

z Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 
‘The Kharijites are the Worst of Creation’, 2:750 §1068. 
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jliaj dJj*" <>• — ,_^S — U SixflJl 5l 

“Beware, the tribulation shall appear from here [and he 
pointed to the east]; from there the horn [i.e., generation] 
of Satan shall rise”.’ 1 

Besides being told of the impending appearance of the Kharijites, 
the Companions were also informed of the region and location 
from where they would emerge. In another hadith reported by 
c Abd Allah b. c Umar, the Messenger 0 also disclosed the name of 
this eastern region. Ibn c Umar said, 

Jjij U UJ ciijk tlwlA ^s> Ul 

djilS ,U~«J Ui <LSjtj ^ : JVd till 

QIoj tjsiJlj Jj^Jh ^ Jli idili t4Sll 

. OlkliJl Oji 

‘The Prophet J&, said, “O God! Bless for us our Levant. 

O God! Bless for us our Yemen”. Some people said, “O 
Messenger of God! And our Najd?” The Prophet 0 said, 

“O God! Bless for us our Levant. O God! Bless for us our 
Yemen”. Some people said [once more], “O Messenger 
of God! And our Najd?” I think the third time around he 
said, “There [in Najd] shall occur the earthquakes and 
tribulations, and there shall rise the horn [i.e., generation] 
of Satan”. ,z 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-manaqib [The Book of Exemplary 
Virtues], chapter: ‘On the Ascription of Yemen to Ishmael jp’, 3:1193 §3310; 
Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-fitan wa ashrat al-sa a [The Book of Tribulations 
and the Portents of the Final Hour], chapter: ‘Tribulation is from the East and 
from There the Horn of Satan Shall Rise’, 4:1119 §1905; Malik in al-Muwatta: 
Kitab al-istfdhan [The Book on Seeking Permission], chapter: ‘What Has Come 
to Us Regarding the East’, 1:975 § I 757 i and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
1:73 §542-8- 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], 
chapter: ‘The Saying of the Prophet 0 , “Tribulation Shall Appear from the 
East’”, 6:1598 §6681; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-manaqib [The Book 
of Exemplary Virtues], chapter: ‘The Virtues of the Levant and Yemen’, 5:733 
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The meaning of this narration materialized during the reign 
of our master, c All, when the first faction of the Kharijites came 
from Najd and Harura, east of the Sacred Sanctuaries [of Mecca 
and Medina]. From there they started the blameworthy trend of 
terrorism, and the Prophet J&, informed us that they would appear 
in every era. 

Geographically, Pakistan is also situated east of the Sacred 
Sanctuaries and its direction of prayer [qibla] lies in the west as it 
is east of the Ka c ba. The term ‘east’ has been used in the traditions 
in a general sense, and so its application may not be fixed in 
particular. The terrorists who are active in Pakistan possess all 
the traits of the Kharijites and have wreaked havoc in the land 
through bloodshed, suicide bombings and indiscriminate carnage. 

14.5 The Kharijites Will Continue to Appear until the 
Emergence of the Anti-Christ 
Sharlk b. Shihab ^ said, 

Ul c4 jP dlUl j* 'fer) ,_gU5l cuS” 

j£ju cum Ta :<d Ju ^3 ^3 fljjj 

4" dj-O i£) daljij dj-'j '-***-" <(*■*■< :d^* 

tdlUS ^p 3r“3 jp ciaUJii (JUj 

t jiiJl ij4il ^ cJap U \j :ddi ‘^'33 d^3 

dj*t?u tdilj : Jllj dJuUS UiaP <Ult UUaAS lOUali! JUjj <uIp 
dlS'jiji ciUjll :dl3 jji Japt J* 3 

tSlaJJl US' ^ dTjlil djijij 

lils cd'^’Ujl ^UuJl jS dyrjtu djJlJj ^aUU> 

.4a4AJIj JjiAJl t^»jiii3l3 


§3953; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, z:ii8 §5987; and Ibn Hibban in al- 
Sahlh, 16:290 §7301. 
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‘For the longest I was eager to meet a man from the 
Companions so I could ask him about the Kharijites. 
Finally, I met Abu Burza during the day of Eid as he was 
with a group of his associates. I asked him, “Did you ever 
hear the Messenger of God mention the Kharijites?” 

He replied, “Yes. I heard the Messenger of God H with 
my own ears and saw him with my own eyes. One time 
some wealth was brought to the Messenger of God Jl, so 
he apportioned it. He gave to those on his right and those 
on his left, but he did not give any to those who were 
behind him. Suddenly, a man stood up behind him and 
said, “O Muhammad! You have not acted justly in your 
apportioning”. He was a man of dark complexion with 
a large head of hair, wearing two white garments. The 
Messenger of God H became severely angry and said, 

“By God! You shall not find any after me who is more 
just than I”. Then he said, “At the end of time there 
will appear a folk — and this one was from them. They 
shall recite the Qur’an but it will not pass their throats. 
They shall pass through the religion just as an arrow 
passes through a hunted game. Their notable feature is 
shaven heads. They shall continue to appear until the 
last of them appears with the Anti-Christ [al-Dajjal]; so 
you should kill them when you encounter them [in the 
battlefield]. They are the most evil of the creation”.’ 1 

c Abd Allah b. c Amr b. al- c As ^ reported that the Prophet 0 said, 

uiT ^ jjf y ^1 y ^ul 

Js- Uop J&- giai Jjj ^4-^ fcy uIT Oji 

•fj-s* y pfe fry uli" toiji 


1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:421; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: 
Kitab tahnm al-dam [The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: 
‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 
7:119 §4103; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 2:312 §3566; al-Bazzar in al- 
Musnad, 9:294 §3846; and al-TayalisI in al-Musnad, 1:124 §923. 
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‘There shall appear a group of people from my Umma in 
the direction of the east. They will recite the Qur’an but it 
will not pass their throats. Every time a generation of them 
appears it will be cut down, every time a generation of 
them appears it will be cut down, every time a generation 
of them appears it will be cut down [ c Abd Allah said, “He 
said that more than ten times”] — until the Anti-Christ 
appears from their last remnants ’. 1 

When the Prophet said, ‘they shall continue to appear’, he 
eliminated all possible doubts that the Kharijites would appear 
only once. The first appearance of the Kharijites during the reign 
of our master ‘All was but their vanguard. Whenever and wherever 
they rise, they take up arms against the Muslim states and massacre 
peaceful citizens. Terrorism is their mark of distinction, and the 
word qarn [generation] has been used in the traditions to refer 
to a well organized group of people in a generation. Lexically, 
however, qarn also denotes a horn. Animals with horns use them 
as weapons against an enemy or threat. Metaphorically, qarn 
refers to armed rebellion. Qarn al-Shaytan means that weapons 
will be used to fulfil evil objectives, as taking peaceful life and 
fomenting turmoil are two of the most sought-after goals of Satan. 

c Abd Allah b. ‘Umar ^ reported that the Messenger of God Ji 
said, 

. jt zJfH J*- Jtjx* jssl fT/- \£k 

‘Every time a generation of them appears it will be cut 
down — this will occur over twenty times — until the Anti- 
Christ appears in their last remnant’. z 


1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:198 §6871; al-Hakim in al- 
Mustadrak, 4:533 §8497; Nu c aym b. Hammad in al-Fitan, 2:532; Ibn Rashid in 
al-Jami\ 11:377; an d al-Ajurrl in al-Sharra, p. 113 §260. 
z Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : ‘Introduction’, section, ‘Mention of the 
Kharijites’, 1:61 §174. 
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14.6 The Kharijites will Exit from the Religion 

c All ^ said, ‘I heard the Messenger of God H say, 

“They shall pass through the religion just as an arrow 
passes through a hunted game”.’ 1 

Imam al-Tirmidhl narrates in al-Sunan from c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud 
lijjk who reported that the Messenger of God 0. said, 

.slajjl ,t gf ~ ) l J|J4 j U5 J* djSytJ 

‘They shall pass through Islam just as an arrow passes 
through a hunted game’. 2. 

Interpreting this hadith, Badr al-Dln al- c AynI said: 

Of &f : If 

-up Slip SjIJj .yJsCyj <u» 

SjIjj 

The Prophet’s statement H, ‘They shall pass through the 
religion’, uses the word muruq , which is to exit. It is said, 
‘So-and-so exited the religion [maraqa],’ when he left it 
due to his blameworthy innovation and misguidance. In 
the narration of Suwayd b. Ghafla in the collections of 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddm wa al-mu anidin 
wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the Apostates and 
Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites and the 
Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 6:2539 §6531; Muslim 
in al-Sahih : Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The Encouragement 
to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab tahnm al-dam 
[The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who 
Unsheathes His Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 7:119 §4102; Ibn Majah 
in al-Sunan : ‘Introduction’, section: ‘On Mention of the Kharijites’, 1:59 §168; 
and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:81, 113, 131 §§§616, 912, 1086. 
z Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘Concerning the Trait of Renegades [al-mariqaY , 4:481 §2188. 
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al-NasaT and al-Tabari, it says, ‘They shall pass through 
Islam. . . and in al-NasaTs narration it reads, ‘They 
shall pass through the truth’. 1 * 

In addition, Anwar Shah Kashmiri said in his commentary, 
‘Muruq is to unknowingly exit something’/ 

14.7 The Kharijites will be the Dogs of Hell 

The Messenger of God 0 declared the Kharijites the dogs of Hell. 

Abu Ghalib reported that Abu Umama said, 

jalX :lji p i jki tU 4 Jl cJu 

*Sll Jjij CJl :<UUI cJls . oyrj 

u ap J&- j* y £>*%* J' (U 

.Sy&Ca&p- 

‘They are the dogs of Hell. They are the most evil of those 
slain under the heavens, and the best of those killed are 
those killed at their hands’. Then he recited the verse, 

‘On the Day when many faces will be bright and many 
will be dark. . . . ’. 3 I asked Abu Umama, ‘Did you hear 
that from the Messenger of God |i?’ He replied, ‘Had I 
not heard it once, twice, thrice, four times, five times, six 
times or seven times, I would not have narrated it to you 
all’. 4 


1 Badr al-Dln al- c AynI, ' Umdat al-qari, 16:209. 

z Shabblr Ahmad UthmanT, Fath al-Mulhim, 5:168. 

3 Qur’an 3:106. 

4 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab tafsir al-Qur’an [The Book of 
Qur’anic Exegesis], chapter: ‘From Sura Al ‘Imran’, 5:226 §3000; Ahmad 
b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:256 §22262; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:163 
§2655; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:188; and al-Tabaranl in Musnad al- 
Shamiyyin, 2:248 §1279. 
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Imam Ibn Abi Shayba, al-Bayhaqi and al-Tabaram narrated from 
Abu Ghalib that Abu Umama said about the Kharijites, 

cJu ^ cJv IjLi si l jit tpi&r LJi& 


‘They are the dogs of the Hellfire, the most evil of those 
slain under the shade of the heavens. Whoever is killed 
by them is the best of those slain under the heavens. . . .’ z 

SaTd b. Juhman said, 

^ o-i cjjS" Jj&- ai ijAJi CJIS" 

Ul U cal :cJUi .01 ijaj sldp ijdl iL-lal (Lis' J“Aj Ul 51 ^j5h 
jJi tjUJi ( JaI ?taS5s lS'i ji u 

‘The Kharijites used to invite me to their way until I 
almost joined them, until the sister of Abu Bilal (one of 
the leaders of the Kharijites) beheld him in a dream vision 
in the form of a shaggy black dog whose eyes were moist 
with tears. She said to him, “May my father be sacrificed 
for you, Abu Bilal! What is wrong with you, that I see 
you in this state?” He replied, “After you, we were turned 
into the dogs of the inhabitants of the Fire”.’ 2 

14.8 The Outward Religious Appearance of the 
Kharijites should not Fool Anyone 

The Kharijites would adhere to a strict regimen of Qur’anic 
recitation, ritual prayers and fasting. They would speak extensively 
about asceticism, the transience of the world, fear of God and the 


1 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:554 §37892; al-Tabaram in 
al-Mu c jam al-kabir, 8:267-268 §§8034, 8035; and al-Bayhaqi in al-Sunan al- 
kubra, 8:188. 

2 Narrated by Ibn Abi Shayba in al-Musannaf , 7:555 §37895; and Abd Allah 
b. Ahmad in al-Sunna, 2:634 §r 509. 
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duty of enjoining good and forbidding evil — all outward signs of 
pious people. Ibn Majah and Ahmad b. Hanbal narrated from Abu 
Salama who said, 

VliLA jjjjjijAJl ^ cJj 

y&t± (jiaJt ^ :.UAt <bljj ^J) bj£j££> Uji Jsiij :jUi 

‘I said to Abu SaTd al-Khudrl JG “Did you hear the 
Messenger of God |fe mention anything about the 
Haruriyya [i.e., Kharijites]?” He replied, “I heard him 
mention a folk who engage in much worship [and in the 
narration of Ahmad, ‘they absorbed themselves deeply in 
the religion’]; you will belittle your prayers and fasting in 
comparison to theirs”.’ 1 

These outward displays of piety struck the Companions as ironic 
and confusing. In one narration reported by Imam al-Hakim and 
al-NasaT, Ibn ‘Abbas ^ mentioned that he had not seen anyone as 
ascetic and outwardly devout as them. He said, 

U b?-y> C— g”-:. 

ajlii Ja 3 UjjS y U Jj JlS 

‘So I went to see them [as he represented ‘All JG and 
they were gathered together in their home as they 
were speaking to one another. I greeted them with the 
salutations of peace [al-salam c alaykum], and they replied, 
“Welcome, O son of ‘Abbas!” [They did not wish peace 
to the Prophet’s Companions.] I never saw a people more 
devout [outwardly] than them. Due to their prolonged 
nights of sleeplessness [in the night vigil prayer], their 

1 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : ‘Introduction’, section: ‘Mention of the 
Kharijites’, 1:60 §169; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:33 §11309; and Ibn 
Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:557 §37909. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



324 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


faces bore marks [of prostration] and their hands and 
knees were calloused’. 1 

Jundub b. c Abd Allah said, 

pjS! I ^J\ tiki ^ c«9j^ ^ 

Lj b’w’lj odii!' ,+,g,.9j ttMJiih 4t[j9 JAJl ^jdS" li[9 

If cdjjj oli ^ ‘cH'P' 

C - La. 9 ijiUJ ‘-idAlj 4«ip upff 

t)dhi SpUj 3^1 Ji2j tilS* t>! j^lli \^J%0 y3> Jj3l Ulj J\ 

.i&t-Vji 19 SlwSAO !S& l)[3 ‘*5® 

‘When the Kharijites seceded from c All, he went out in 
pursuit of them and we went with him. When we reached 
their troops, we heard a loud recitation of the Qur’an that 
sounded like the buzzing of bees. Amongst them were 
some wearing loin cloths and mantles, and seeing them 
in that state [of ostensible piety], I had mixed feelings 
about fighting against them. I stuck my spear into the 
ground, dismounted from my steed, took off my mantle, 
spreading it out and placing my armour on it. I then took 
my steed by the reigns and started praying towards my 
spear [as a barrier]. During my prayer I said, “O God! 

If it is obedience to You to fight these folk, then give me 
permission to do it; and if it is disobedience, then show 
me a sign of Your disapproval”.’ 2 

Jundub was so influenced by the apparent piety, asceticism and 
worship of the Kharijites that he was reluctant to fight them. Then 
he heard the prophetic traditions about them from our master c All 

1 Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 1:164 §1656; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan 
al-kubra, 5:165 §8575; c Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:146; al-Tabaranl in 
al-Mu c jam al-kabir, 10:257 §10598; and al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubra, 8:179. 

2 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al-awsat, 4:227 §4051; and cited by al- 
Haythaml in Majma c al-zawa id, 4:227; Ibn Hajar al- Asqalanl in Fath al-Bari, 
12:296; and al-Shawkanl in Nayl al-awtar, 7:349. 
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which proved true. That expanded his heart, gave him insight and 
strengthened his belief that they should be killed and eliminated. 

The modern Kharijites appear to be pious and righteous servants 
of God; however, due to their inner states, anti-Islamic activities, 
unjust killings and terrorism, they are called the worst of creation. 
No doubt, they recite the Qur’an, but they take the verses revealed 
about the disbelievers and apply them to the Muslims and declare 
them disbelievers. On the basis of their so-called doctrine, they 
justify the murder of peaceful people. 

14.9 The Kharijites are the Worst of Creation 

The Messenger of God |jl, his Companions and their followers all 
declared the Kharijites the worst of creation. Al-Bukharl narrated 
in his collection, in the chapter heading for the section, ‘The 
Statement of God Most High, “God will not lead a people astray 
after having guided them until He makes clear to them that which 
they should avoid‘d [Qur’an 9:115], that Ibn TJmar ^ believed 
that they [the Kharijites] were the worst of God’s creation. He 
said, ‘They took the verses revealed about the disbelievers and 
applied them to the believers’. 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI said in al-Fath : 

aSil oIp $Jb jf 

J*p jj' tS'J iSfZ :UiU Ju«i iil 

jliSOl £j\j\ ^J\ Ijilkil t4lil jjlP 

jfi -dp JJxi\ c-j' aij 1 :c4s 

xd-\ alpj .<UL4AJij (*-* ^ I/-' dJoi- 

,<U4; 

4 ilt Jj, 1^0 *A*Pj 

■Cr^ j j'j- 1 (U : 

Jl> j[34 (*■* *dpj 

.Sjjdl .up .<UL4AJlj 
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pi ^ J> ill ps- 44^- <j>3 

.tjkj ^ 4 ui ^J\ 444s- iuiJi 

ill p> : ( *4J ilp ^ ^1 p jp jjl3 ^5 jj il' 44* j4'A> 

,di 

j4 jSi ^ l*j^ %>' ^1 444 s " J3 44* 1^5 ,4'j >Ui-l 4Ipj 

j* O^- 1 ! p. j~»* jij 9 414 ij} j?' 4ipj .ihAi 4 J 44 <j4^' 

.4*4^4 Ji5 <y 3 jj* 4J< '■*■? ' 4 aj .jjiAh p> 4* «x4 ^ 

In Musnad c Ali al-Tabari traced it back to Bukayr b. c Abd 
Allah b. al-Ashajj from Tahdhib al-athar. He asked Nafi c , 
‘What was Ibn ‘Umar’s view regarding the Haruriyya?’ 
Nafi c replied, ‘He believed that they were the worst of 
God’s creation. They took the verses revealed about the 
disbelievers and applied them to the believers’. 

I [al- c Asqalanl] say: This chain is rigorously authentic, 
and it was affirmed in the rigorously authentic traceable 
[ marftt c ] report with [Imam] Muslim from the hadith of 
Abu Dharr, describing the Kharijites: ‘They are the worst 
of creation’. And there is a report from Anas traced to its 
ultimate source with a similar wording found in Ahmad’s 
collection, with a fine chain of narration. 

Al-Bazzar has a report from the route of al-Sha c bl from 
‘A’isha % who said, ‘The Messenger of God |l mentioned 
the Kharijites and said, “They are the worst of my Umma 
and shall be killed by the best of my Umma” d This has 
a fine chain. 

There is a report traced to its ultimate source, similar to 
this, with al-Tabaranl: ‘They are the worst of the creation 
and shall be killed by the best of creation’. And in the 
hadith of Abu SaTd [al-Khudrl] found in the collection of 
Ahmad, it reads: ‘They are the worst of humanity’. 

In the narration of ‘Ubayd Allah b. Abl Rafi c from ‘All, 
which is found in the collection of Muslim, it reads: 
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‘They are the most despised of creation in the sight of 
God’. And in the hadith of al-Tabaranl from c Abd Allah 
b. Khabbab JG from his father: ‘They are the worst of 
those slain who are shaded by the heavens and carried by 
the earth’. And in the hadith of Abu Umama there is a 
similar wording. 

In the report of Abu Barza, traced to its ultimate source, 
concerning the Kharijites, which is narrated by Ahmad 
and Ibn Abl Shayba: ‘He said thrice, “They are the worst 
of creation”.’ In a report with Ibn Abl Shayba from the 
route of ‘Umayr b. Ishaq, from Abu Hurayra JG it reads: 
‘They are the most evil of creation’. The above report 
gives support to the view of those who held that they [the 
Kharijites] were disbelievers . 1 

Hudhayfa reported that the Messenger of God H said, 
Ujj OlSjj 'i! Iji U l )\ 

aUjj Jb P s tljj ajujj <u a jvGol i 4&I s-lis U ^1 

Ji :Jl 3 V^ljll \SjiA b. Jjl U$j till y U :cii : Jvl 

‘The only thing I fear for you is a man who recites the 
Qur’an until you see its beauty upon him, and who 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidln wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539; Muslim in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The 
Kharijites Are the Most Evil of Creation’, 2:750 § 1067; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: 
Kitab al-Sunna [The Book of the Sunna], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 
4:243 §4765; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan : Kitab tahrim al-dam [The Book on the 
Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His 
Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 7:119-120 §4103; Ahmad b. Hanbal in 
al-Musnad, 3:15 §11133; Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:557, 559 §37905; 
al-Bazzar in al-Musnad , 9:294, 305 §3846; and al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al- 
awsat, 6:186 §6142, 7:335 §7660, and in al-Mu'jam al-saghtr, 1:42 §33. 
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supports Islam until God wills, until he abandons it and 
casts it behind his back and attacks his neighbour with a 
sword and accuses him of polytheism [shirk]’. Hudhayfa 
said, ‘O Messenger of God! Which of the two is closer to 
polytheism, the accuser or the accused?’ The Messenger 
of God H responded, ‘Of course, it is the accuser’. 1 

14.10 A Noteworthy Point 

Safwan b. Muharraz narrated from Jundub b. c Abd Allah 
that he passed by a group who were reciting the Qur’an. Jundub 
remarked, 

OlJiJt OjjyL ,*44 is.'jjA l&ju 

‘Do not be deceived by them; today they are reciting the 
Qur’an, but tomorrow they will be fighting [the Muslims] 
with their weapons’. 2 

Harb b. Isma’ll al-Kirmanl reported that Ahmad b. Hanbal said, 

.tjkj <.0 $\ j* 

‘The Kharijites are an evil folk. I know of no one else on 
the earth more evil than them. The Prophet’s hadith 0 
about them is authentic from ten different angles [chains 
of narration]’. 3 

Yusuf b. Musa reported that Imam Ahmad was asked if the 
Kharijites were disbelievers. He said, ‘They have passed through 
the religion’. He was again asked, ‘Are they disbelievers?’ He said 
again, ‘They have passed through the religion’. 4 

1 Narrated by Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, i:z8z §81; and al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 
7:zzo §z 793 . 

2 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al- Mu jam al-kabir, z:i 67 §1685; al-Mundhirl in 
al-Targhlb wa al-tarhib, 3:166 §3513; al-Daylaml in Musnad al-firdaws, 4:134 
§6419; and al-Haythaml in Majma al-zawaHd, 6: Z31. 

3 Al-Khalal, al-Sunna, p. 145 §110. 

4 Ibid., §111. 
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I N THE PRECEDING CHAPTERS WE PRESENTED THE QURANIC VERSES AND 

hadith reports that mention the beliefs, ideologies, signs and 
blameworthy innovations of the Kharijites. Let us now consider 
the Prophet’s orders to eliminate them. 

1 5. i It is Obligatory to Eliminate the Kharijites 

c All reported that he heard the Messenger of God 0 say, 
yfi djJjiL I yd\ Jb 

jfi dyd. US jkdl bjbyj ipAyrfe- jj\*u ^ tSjjdl J ji 

,<UGjl I ajj glv 3 yd \'y?\ y jl3 Udjli 

‘At the end of time there shall appear a folk, young in 
age and foolish. They will speak the words of the best of 
people, but their faith will not pass their throats. They 
shall pass through Islam just as an arrow passes through 
a hunted game. Kill them wherever you find them [during 
war], for the one who kills them will be rewarded on the 
Day of Resurrection’. 1 

After narrating this hadith from c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud 0 , Imam 
al-Tirmidhi stated that it was narrated from ‘All, Abu SaYd and 
Abu Dharr And this a good hadith. Abu SaYd al-Khudrl 
reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab istitdba al-murtaddin wa al-mu anidln 
wa qitdlihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the Apostates and 
Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites and the 
Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 6:2539 §6531; Muslim 
in al-Sahlh : Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The Encouragement 
to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 1:81, 113, 
13 1 §§§616, 912, 1086; al-Nasa l in al-Sunan : Kitab tahrlm al-dam [The Book 
on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes 
His Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 7:119 §4102; and Ibn Majah in al- 
Sunan: ‘Introduction’, section: ‘Mention of the Kharijites’, 1:59 §168. 
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.iyj Jafl 54 ■ ■ ■ ?5* '■** 5? £>*4 

‘There shall emerge from the offspring of this man [Dhu al- 
Khuwaysira al-Tamlml] a folk. ... If I were to encounter 
them, I would slay them like the people of Thamud!’ 1 

In another narration, Abu SaTd al-Khudrl reported that the 
Messenger of God Jl said, 

tfidSp Oj iy>j *l! oTjill djijij Uji lii jr? 

54 ‘443^' 5 * 1 5 jpaij t&Ujh 

.ilP Jli 

‘There shall emerge from the offspring of this man [Dhu 
al-Khuwaysira al-Tamlml] a folk who will recite the 
Qur’an but it will not pass their throats. They shall pass 
through Islam just as an arrow passes through a hunted 
game. . . . They kill the Muslims but leave the disbelievers. 

If I were to encounter them, I would slay them like the 
people of c Ad!’ z 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazT [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Dispatch of ‘All b. Abl Talib and Khalid b. al-Walld 
to Yemen before the Farewell Pilgrimage’, 4:1581 §4094; Muslim in al-Sahih: 
Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and their 
Qualities’, 2:74z, 743 §1064; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:4 §iiozi; 
Ibn Khuzayma in al-Sahih, 4:71 ^373; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, i:zo5 §Z5; and 
Abu Ya‘la in al-Musnad, 1:390 §1163. 

z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-tawhid [The Book of Divine 
Unity], chapter: ‘God’s saying, “The angels and the Spirit ascend to Him’” 
[Qur’an 70:4], 6:2702 §6995, and in Kitab al-Anbiya ’ [The Book of the 
Prophets], chapter: ‘On God’s Saying, “ And as for c Ad, they were destroyed 
by a fierce roaring wind’” [Qur’an 69:6], 3:1119 §31 66; Muslim in al-Sahih: 
Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and Their 
Traits’, 2:741 §1064; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Sunna [The Book of 
the Sunna], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 4:243 §4764; and al-Nasa’I 
in al-Sunan: Kitab tahnm al-dam [The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], 
chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His Sword and Wields it amongst 
People’, 7:118 §4101, and in Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 
‘Those Whose Hearts are Drawn Near’, 5:87 §2578. 
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Interpreting this hadith, Ibn Hajar al- c Asqalani wrote, 

tOUjatill 4j I \Xj> jAj . jjl Jjfct tjjid S j <djjS 

. JVd US' 

‘The Prophet’s statement H, “They will kill the people 
of Islam” is from the unseen matters that he informed 
about, and it occurred just as he said’. 1 

Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI said in his commentary, 

jiAld Sljidl j* \jsrj * jd- jfc U p*y> 1 

ijJtii djilS} Uild ^ Iji! 

‘Ubayy [b. Ka c b] said, “One of the bewildering aspects 
of the Kharijites is that when they left Kufa and revolted 
against ‘All they encountered a Muslim and a 
disbeliever on the road, and killed the Muslim [but spared 
the disbeliever]”.’ 2 

Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud and Ibn Majah narrated from Abu 
SaTd al-Khudrl and Anas b. Malik ^ that the Prophet H said, 

pi .. . Jiiil djiLJj JlaJl djLvJxj dijij 1 ^1 djiwi 

<u « IjddJj dll olsS" ^1 LtjXzSj p£fa„i tjULAAJlj JjiAJl Jds 

:JlS U 4l)l Jjdij b :I^Jll .< 4llb ^Jl til S' ^ijli ^0 ^ 

.^1 

‘My nation shall soon fall prey to dissention and disunity. 

There shall be a folk whose words are good but whose 
actions are bad. . . . They are the most evil of the creation. 

Glad tidings [of Paradise] for the one who kills them and 
who is killed by them. They will invite to God’s Book 
but they have nothing to do with it. Whoever fights them 
will be nearer to God than they are’. The Companions 

1 Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 8:69. 

2 Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI, Fath al-Mulhim, 5:151. 
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said, ‘O Messenger of God! What is their distinguishing 
feature?’ He replied, ‘Shaven heads’. 1 

Imam Ahmad also reported that Abu SaTd al-Khudrl said, 
IdS" iljj t4lll Jjlj U 411 Jljlij tU? Ul till 

(<ull UJsil :0, ^ail <d Jlii .^deL tlu^Jl tils liSjj 

tiiiij til ijS' Judl ^ii ^glp elj Uii tjSijjl <uJl Cldi : Jl3 
iTji j^c. ells .iilsli C-ail :yJJ 0 ^fS I Jlii : Jl$ .|f| ill Jjij ^1 
U : Jtli ,^-ji : Jli .aLL b\ ij& :Jii Jbj 1 iTj ^1 Jujl 3db Jlp 
U.ail I^jIp b : 0 , Jli .<dls! 01 c*»jSs3 liiAxi ILlj i^! ‘**311 Jjlj 
ijj iil till U : Jlii t^lp OjJ ^ii t^lp Clii : Jl3 .ibisli 

OjSJ^j t^i^ljly *ll Oijjjjl Ojijij llA^lj I la 01 \0. ^Jll Jlii : JlS 
Jl up" 4*? bjiyu i p Slojll US" jjill 

.SjjOl JOi ^ajilsli 


‘Abu Bakr went to the Messenger of God 0 and said, 
“O Messenger of God! I passed through a particular 
valley, and lo and behold, there was a humble-looking 
man of pleasant appearance offering prayers”. The 
Prophet 0 said, “Go to him and kill him”. So Abu Bakr 
went back to that man, and when he saw him in that 
state [of humble worship], he hated to kill him, and so 
he went back to the Messenger of God 0 . The Prophet 
0 then said to ‘Umar J^, “Go and kill him”, so ‘Umar 
went out and when he saw the man in the state in which 
Abu Bakr saw him, he hated to kill him, and so he went 


1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan : Kitab al-Sunna [The Book of the 
Sunna], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 4:243 §4765; Ibn Majah in al- 
Sunan: ‘Introduction’, section: ‘Discussion of the Kharijites’, 1:60 §169; Ahmad 
b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:224 §13362; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:161 
§2649; al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-kubrd, 8:171; al-MaqdisI in al-Ahadith al- 
mukhtara, 7:15 §2391-2392 (and he declared its chain of transmission sound); 
and Abu Ya‘la in al-Musnad, 5:426 §3117. 
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back to the Messenger of God 0. He said, “O Messenger 
of God! I saw him offering prayers in a most humble 
manner, and so I hated to kill him”. The Prophet 0 called 
out, “O c All! Go out and kill him!” c All went out to kill 
him but could not find him, so he returned and said, “O 
Messenger of God! I did not see him”. The Prophet 0 
said, “Indeed, that man and his compatriots recite the 
Qur’an but it does not go past their throats. They shall 
pass through the religion just as an arrow passes through 
a hunted game, never to return until an arrow returns to 
its bowstring. Slay them [whenever you encounter them 
during war], for they are the worst of creation”.’ 1 

Imam Ibn c Abd al-Barr narrated that 'Adi b. c Adl wrote to 
'Umar b. 'Abd al-'AzIz ^ and complained that the Kharijites were 
insulting him. 'Umar replied, 

Ijjji j' dl 

‘If they insult me then either retaliate or pardon them, 
and if they take up arms then take up arms against them, 
and if they fight then fight them back’. 2, 

15.2 Important Commentaries from the Imams of 
Hadith 

Qadl 'Iyad said in Ikmal al-mu c lim bi fawa’id Muslim : 

J-®' jl iuliil -I 

SjIj U as- 

< gG I t)\ S' t)]3 tlf! &Jj&4 **^1 (*4rAi ^ 'i! 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:15 §11133; al-Haythaml in 
Majma c al-zawa'td, 6:225; and cited by al-'Asqalanl in Fath al-Barl, 12:229. 

2 Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, al-Tamhid, 23:338-339. 
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y. jllxSl j^Ja Jt p&v tipi) dji cJlk jl t£~Ma*J 

JjSJl ^ ^ [4*^3 

The scholars have unanimously agreed that when the 
Kharijites and their ilk from the people of blameworthy 
innovation and rebellion revolt against the view of the 
community [jamd'a], split the unity of the Muslims and 
raise the banner of dissention, it is obligatory [for the 
Muslims] to fight them after exhorting and warning them. 

God Most High says, ‘Then all of you together fight the 
contentious party until they all submit to the command of 
God V Now this is in the case where their rebellion stems 
from a blameworthy innovation by which they declare 
others to be disbelievers. If their rebellion was for some 
other reason that is not an innovation, such as bigoted 
allegiance [to a group or tribe] or pursuit of leadership, 
they are not given the same judgement reserved for the 
disbelievers in any way. According to the aforementioned 
view, they are given the ruling of the people of rebellion 
only. 2 

Imam al-NawawI stated in his commentary on Sahih Muslim: 

14a . Gr' ^Ajd~d lils '-S& djis 

apUAI' cslj \jkjp- ij* i^jl'3 J*' dr? (4*^3 

S-^3 ‘GmJI IjaAj 

O A; OtS .,t g'PAj U <dS" I 4 aJ 

Ji?- ^ 4*^3 jjiJi lilj tjjaijiJi 

Gajl y it jwsSl'3 ccJtxSJl ^ i»a1a3 (4^13°' '^3 ‘J 1 ^* 

. JUj Jlsill Jl?- ^ J4*il JaI ,_gip sjiijl U 

1 Qur’an 49:9. 

2 Qadl Tyad, Ikmal al-mu lim bi fau/a’id Muslim, 3:613-614. 
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The Prophet’s statement HI, ‘Kill them wherever you 
find them [during war], for the one who kills them will 
be rewarded on the Day of Resurrection’, is an explicit 
declaration of the obligation to fight the Kharijites and 
rebels, and this is the consensus of the scholars. Qadl 
[Tyad] said, ‘The scholars have unanimously agreed 
that when the Kharijites and their ilk from the people 
of blameworthy innovation and rebellion revolt against 
the view of the community \jama c a], split the unity 
[of the Muslims] and raise the banner of dissention, it 
is obligatory [for the Muslim state] to fight them after 
exhorting them and warning them’. 

Now that applies so long as their innovation is not 
one that entails disbelief. If their innovation is one that 
makes them disbelievers, then the rules that pertain to 
apostates are applied to them. As for the rebels who do 
not disbelieve, they may inherit and others may inherit 
from them, although during times of fighting their blood 
is lawful, as is their wealth that is destroyed [at the hands 
of the Muslim government] during the fighting. The 
most correct view is that they are not liable to receive 
compensation from the people of justice for the lives and 
wealth that were destroyed during the time of fighting . 1 

Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI wrote in Fath al-Mulhim: 
tJLft Jli . UJafr J ^ OLS : 

tliJlxJl JlS .jliLdt jJbj tSlkJtj 

Js- J* 61 Js- 

,^J] Juj aAj IjiLs >J 

The Prophet’s statement |H, ‘for the one who kills them 
will be rewarded on the Day of Resurrection’, means 
that this person will receive a tremendous reward. Al- 
Nawawl stated that this ‘is an explicit declaration of 

1 Yahya al-NawawI, Shark Sahih Muslim, 7:170. 
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the obligation to fight the Kharijites and rebels, and 
this is the consensus of the scholars’. Qadl [Tyad] said, 

‘The scholars have unanimously agreed that when the 
Kharijites and their ilk from the people of blameworthy 
innovation and rebellion revolt against the view of the 
community [jama c a\, split the unity [of the Muslims] and 
raise the banner of dissention, it is obligatory to fight 
them after exhorting them and warning them’. 1 

These commentaries further prove that this is obligatory to 
take action against the Kharijites and terrorists at the state level 
and eliminate them completely. Whenever the Kharijites and their 
ilk appear, the only guarantee of peace and security is their total 
annihilation. The history of Muslim Umma bears witness that 
whenever these elements raised their heads they were eliminated. 

15.3 The Significance of Comparing the Kharijites to 
the People of c Ad and Thamud 

Some of the prophetic traditions about the Kharijites mention the 
people of c Ad and Thamud. The import of these traditions is that 
the Kharijites should be uprooted and wiped out just as the people 
of c Ad and Thamud were destroyed. Before that, however, it is our 
duty to teach them the truth and provide them the opportunity to 
take the right path, turn to God and abandon their evil designs. 
Concerning the people of c Ad and their destruction, God revealed, 

lajdA <dUiij Jd lajsw .<Cd ilP 

i&t 0* <+$ jAi ^jd> 14J fjiJT tsjis 

‘ And as for the people of c Ad, they were destroyed by a 
violently cold and roaring wind. God imposed it upon 
them for seven nights and eight days in succession, 
so you would see people felled therein as if they were 
hollow trunks of palm trees. Then do you see of them any 
remains ?’ 2 

1 Shabblr Ahmad 'UthmanI, Fath al-Mulhim, 5:166-167. 

2 Qur’an 69:6-8. 
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In another verse, God revealed, 

La jA T) UJk*,a IhLft p T. fl..'.' .^..a tkjlP Ojtj L^LS ? 

tS}i ^ $3 ^ -(is^ ^'dp 4*? * 

‘So w/ien saw it as a cloud approaching their valleys, 
they said, “This a cloud bringing us rain!” Rather, it is 
that for which you were impatient: a wind containing a 
grievous punishment. It will destroy everything by the 
command of its Lord. And they became so that nothing 
was seen of them, save their dwellings. Thus do We 
recompense the criminals’ A 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI wrote in his commentary on the Prophet’s 
statement 0 that he would kill the Kharijites like the people of c Ad 
and Thamud: ‘The Prophet’s statement 0, “If I were to encounter 
them I would slay them like the people of c Ad”, means a general 
killing and elimination [during war], as God Most High said, 

“ Then do you see of them any remains?’” z 

Imam Abu al- c Abbas al-Qurtubl, who preceded al- c AsqalanI, 
commented, 

:lia tilP Ja3 

y cij ^ “I il2lp pphiU ^3^ Cr$ 

i-k- iiikj %l\ Jii US' li»-l % ‘Jo**. J* pfi 1 2 3 *! jj** 

.tedfaJh ^SUaI 

The Prophet’s statement 0 ‘If I were to encounter them 
I would slay them like the people of c Ad’, and in another 
wording, ‘like the people of Thamud’. This means that if 
he were to encounter them, he would kill them all, in the 
sense that not a single one of them would remain at one 
given time, and none of them would be left for another 

1 Ibid., 46:14-25. 

2 Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 1:377. 
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day — just as God dealt with c Ad, destroying them with a 
grievous wind, and destroying Thamud with the dreadful 
shriek . 1 * 

Imam al-NawawI said, 

ji U lllp k& °J\ .ilP jd ilji 

.<5-sU £5 ,4J 

‘His statement H, “If I were to encounter them I would 
slay them like the people of c Ad”, means he would have 
killed them all, just as God says, “Then do you see of 
them any remains? n,x 

Imam al-Qastalanl writes in Irshad al-san, 

JUaizlilS' ilp Jai 

Jaj iljiilj tilp 

The phrase, ‘If I were to encounter them I would slay them 
like the people of c Ad’, means ‘I would most certainly 
annihilate them so that none of them remain, just as c Ad 
were annihilated’. What is meant is the implication of 
that, which is their total destruction . 3 

Shabblr Ahmad ‘UthmanI agreed with this explanation in Fath al- 
Mulhim and stated, 

lsy> US' ^ tlip ks :<^l 

‘In other words, it means a general killing and annihilation, 
in the sense that none of them remains, as God Most 
High said, “Then do you see of them any remains f ”” 4 

1 Muhammad al-Qurtubl, al-Mufhim, 3:110. 

1 Yahya al-NawawI, Sharh Sahth Muslim, 7:161. 

3 Ahmad al-Qastalanl, Irshad al-sari, 10:398. 

4 Shabblr Ahmad TJthmanl, Fath al-Mulhim, 5:151. 
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Imam Badr al-Din al- c Aym has also written similar interpretation 
in c Umdat al-qari : 

JUaauW' Jfi jUi ,3j£j JaI Aijij qIp JsS :gf$^ 

,<uj Jjiij jIpJ 

‘The Prophet’s statements H, “like the people of c Ad” 
and “like the people of Thamud” are not mutually 
contradictory, because his intent was that they should 
be completely annihilated, and c Ad and Thamud are the 
same in that regard’. 1 * 

Speaking of Thamud, God revealed, 

*j[l IfaS jj d'lt jjjJl jfp 

la*j 5] 

‘ And the dreadful shriek seized those who had wronged, 
and so when morning came they were [dead] lying prone 
in their homes as if they had never prospered therein. 
Beware, Thamud disbelieved in their Lord — so away 
with Thamud’ , z 

The Prophet 0 has commanded the Muslim state to kill the 
Kharijites like the killing of c Ad and Thamud, because they too 
have transgressed like the perished nations of old. Another reason 
is that if some terrorists are killed and others are left alive or 
left to engage in negotiations, their leaders will take that time to 
regroup and prepare for more turmoil. Imam Ahmad, al-NasaT, 
al-Hakim and others narrated that the Prophet 0 said, 

‘They shall continue to appear until the last of them 
appears with the Anti-Christ [al-Dajjal]’. 3 


1 Badr al-Din al- c AynI, c Umdat al-qari, 15:112. 

z Qur’an 11:67-68. 

3 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:421 §19798; al-Nasa’I in 
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Aware of the peculiar mentality and strategy of the Kharijites, 
the Prophet taught us how to deal with them. When an 
operation is launched against them, it must continue unabated 
until they are decimated. Otherwise, if they are given reprieve or 
granted the opportunity to regroup, they will launch fresh attacks 
with renewed vigour and inflict losses on the Muslim state and 
its citizenry. This is why the Prophet 0. ordained the elimination 
of evil elements from society once and for all, as was done in the 
case of c Ad and Thamud. This prophetic war strategy is designed 
to eliminate turmoil and danger in one fell swoop. Comparatively, 
the Prophet Noah ^ supplicated to God, asking for the wholesale 
destruction of his rebellious people. God says, quoting Prophet 
Noah ap, 

\j*r\± 4\ Ijih % iSiU. ijLai pAjOJ b\ 

''Surely, if You leave them they will continue leading Your 
servants astray and will give birth to none but disbelieving 
criminals’ d 

The complete annihilation of evil forces is a Divine strategy and 
the Kharijites must suffer it in order to remove their danger. In the 
Qur’an God mentions that the people of Thamud were seized with 
a torment unexpectedly and ruined completely: 

Jt Apddp Ul> 

‘Indeed, We sent upon them one shriek and they became 
like the dry twig fragments of an animal pen’ d 

These Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions make it amply 
clear that negotiations with militant terrorist groups give them 
time to reorganize for renewed terrorist activities. Taking such 
a detrimental step amounts to disobedience of the Messenger of 

al-Sunan: Kitab tahnm al-dam [The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], 
chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His Sword and Wields it amongst 
People’, 7:119 §4103; and al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:160 §1647. 

1 Qur’an 71:27. 

2 Ibid., 54:31. 
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God 0, which ruins one not only in this life but in the Hereafter 
as well. 

15.4 The Great Reward for Fighting the Kharijites 

The great reward promised for those who kill the Kharijites has 
been repeatedly mentioned in the sound prophetic traditions. 
Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal narrated that Abu Bakra reported that 
the Messenger of God 0 said, 

ttMjjjJb SAjj 

lil p pApsLd .°^3\ys 

‘There shall soon appear a folk who are young in age, 
sharp-witted and severe. They will recite the Qur’an 
distinctly and clearly but it will not pass their throats. So 
extinguish [their turmoil] if you encounter them, and if 
you encounter them [again] slay them, for the one who 
slays them will be rewarded’. 1 

c Abd Allah b. Rabah al-Ansarl reported that he heard Ka c b [b. 
Malik] ^ say, 

j&ui {pai p'i Jjljj ^j) jljjl Sjyjj jpj pi PpJS 

l Jp» Oljjl <ULb> ppp JjiL Jjj ^S- j[pl 

‘The martyr has a light, and the one who fights against the 
Haruriyya [i.e., Kharijites] shall have ten lights [and in 
another narration in Ibn Abl Shayba’s Musannaf, “eight 
lights in addition to the light of the martyr”].’ c Abd Allah 
said, ‘He [Ka c b] used to say that the Hellfire has seven 
gates, three of which are reserved for the Haruriyya [i.e., 
Kharijites]’. z 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:36 §44; al-Hakim in al- 
Mustadrak, 1:159 §1645; Ibn Abl c Asim in al-Sunna, 1:456 §937; and c Abd 
Allah b. Ahmad in al-Sunna, 1:637 § 1 5 19. The transmitters in Ahmad’s tradition 
are sound. Ibn Abl Asim and al-Hakim also declared it a sound tradition. 
z Narrated by Abd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf, 10:155; and Ibn Abl Shayba in 
al-Musannaf, 7:557 §37911. 
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15.5 A Comprehensive Description of the Kharijites and 
Their Signs 

If we gather all of hadith reports and statements of the Companions 
and scholars concerning the Kharijites, we can develop a composite 
image and comprehensive description of them. 

.1 

They will be young in age . 1 

.2 

They will be brainwashed. z 

.3 


They will have thick, unkempt beards . 3 


jZli .4 

They will wear their lower garments high upon their legs . 4 

.Jjld I J-r! Cft t/' 3 ■ 5 

They will emerge from the east [of sanctuaries ]. 5 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539 §6531; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066. 
z Ibid. 

3 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-maghazi [The Book of Military 
Expeditions], chapter: ‘The Dispatch of ‘All b. Abl Talib and Khalid b. al-Walld 
to Yemen before the Farewell Pilgrimage’, 4:1581 §4094; and Muslim in al- 
Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], Chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and 
their Qualities’, 2:742 §1064. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-tawhid [The Book of Divine 
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• J Jt?~ dyrykj tJjhjj .6 

They will continue to appear until the last of them 
appears with the Anti-Christ [which implies that they will 
continue to emerge in every generation]. 1 

.fkfrte- y ■ 7 

Their faith will not pass their throats [which implies that 
their faith is shallow and skin-deep, and that the qualities 
of true faith will not be visible from their conduct]. 2 

They will be extremists in religious matters. 3 

.^su j* ’xtK# y&H .9 

The believer will consider his own prayers and fasting 
insignificant in comparison to theirs [i.e., Kharijites]. 4 

Unity], chapter: ‘The Recitation, Articulation and Reading of the Reprobate 
and Hypocrite [Reading the Qur’an] Does Not Pass Beyond Their Throats’, 
6:2748 §7123. 

1 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: Kitab tahrim al-dam [The Book on the 
Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His 
Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 7:119 §4103. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
miZanidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Killing the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 6:2539 
§6531; Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: ‘The 
Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066. 

3 Narrated by Abu Ya c la in al-Musnad, 1:90 §90; and c Abd al-Razzaq in al- 
Musannaf, 10:155 §18673. 

4 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-adab [The Book of Good 
Manners], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us About Someone Saying, “Woe 
to you!”’, 5:2281 §5811, and Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al-muamdin 
wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the Apostates and 
Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On the One Who Refrains from 
Fighting the Kharijites for the Sake of Drawing Hearts Near and so People Will 
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^ -io 

Their prayers will not pass their throats [which implies 
that their prayers will not leave any effect upon their 
character or conduct ]. 1 

■i&i (►ajfr'j? ijl (>4l .11 

They will recite the Qur’an but the believers’ recitation 
will not resemble theirs . 2 


They shall recite the Qur’an but it will not pass their 
throats [which implies that it will have no effect upon 
their hearts ]. 3 

jk 3 c,*4J ajl JjijAj .13 

They shall quote the Qur’an believing that it is for them 
although in reality it is against them . 4 

• ( jt *** ' ls^S ^ • 1 4 

They will apparently invite the people to God’s Book 


Not Flee’, 6:2540 §6534; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of 
Zakat], chapter: ‘On the Kharijites and Their Qualities’, 2:744 §1064. 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 
‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:748 §1066. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
muanidln wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Killing the 
Kharijites and Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 6:2540 
§6532; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 
‘On the Kharijites and Their Qualities’, 2:743 §1064. 

4 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], chapter: 
‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:748 §1066. 
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although they have nothing to do with it . 1 * 

Ji® & tyyb T 5 

They will speak the words of the best of people [which 
implies that they will raise religious slogans and make 
Islamic demands]. z 

.Stj 3 jfi .16 

Their slogans and pretentious talks will be better than 
others’ and moving . 3 

-17 

They will be extremely oppressive, blood-thirsty and 
violent . 4 


j-> jii .18 

They will be the most evil of the creation . 5 

JjlfrdJj JpZlaj .19 

They will defame their rulers and charge them with 
misguidance . 6 

1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Sunna [The Book of the 
Sunna], chapter: ‘On Fighting the Kharijites’, 4:243 §4765. 
z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab istitaba al-murtaddm wa al- 
mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 

6:2539 §6531; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066. 

3 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al-awsat, 6:186 §6142. 

4 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Sunna [The Book of the 
Sunna], chapter: ‘On Killing the Kharijites’, 4:243 §4765. 

5 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Kharijites Are the Most Evil of Creation’, 2:750 §1067. 

6 Narrated by Ibn Abu ‘Asim in al-Sunna , 2:455 §9341 an d al-Haythaml in 
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Ssp Ji- tiyrjv .20 
They will appear during a time in which there is disunity . 1 

.21 

They will shed blood that is inviolable [which implies that 
they will believe it is permissible to kill Muslims and non- 
Muslims]. 2 ' 

<UaJl JaI 5 jA?s£iJj <011 Jp- Jm tUall JjLUl djikiij .22 

.($> lift* 

They will block the roads, shed blood without any 
authorization from God, and they will declare lawful the 
blood of the non-Muslim citizens [taken from the words 
of c A’isha $]. 3 

■(& jd JjS) aaZZJxJL) .23 

They will believe in the clear-cut verses of the Qur’an but 
fall into destruction when it comes to their interpretation 
of the ambiguous verses [taken from the words of Ibn 
c Abbas i ^]. 4 


■ (J§k ^ Jj 3 ) V jjpJl .24 

They will make truthful demands with their tongues but 

Majma c al-Zawa’id , 6:228. And he said that its transmitters are those of a 
sound tradition. 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Manaqib [The Book of 
Virtues], chapter: ‘The Signs of Prophethood in Islam’, 3:1321 §3414; and 
Muslim in al-Sahih: al-Zakat [The Alms-due], chapter: Discussion of the 
Kharijites and their Qualities, 2:744 §1064. 

2 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:748 §1066. 

3 Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:166 §2657. 

4 Narrated by al-Tabari in Jami c al-Bayan fiTafsir al-Qur’an, 3:181; and 
al-‘AsqalanI, Fath al-BarJ, 12:300. 
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they will not pass beyond their throats [taken from the 
words of c All Jl]. 1 

jj! JjS ja) U jLaSOl cJjj OUT .25 

They will take the verses revealed about the disbelievers 
and apply them to the believers [taken from the words of 
Ibn 'Umar i$,]. z 


.<&$' JA ijjAA US JtX !l JA .26 

They shall pass through the religion just as an arrow 
passes through a hunted game. 3 


jiJ pb * Jl ’Jr% .27 

Those who fight against them will earn a great reward. 4 

,9jks ji ’JJ- .28 

The one who is killed by them is the best person killed. 5 


1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:749 §1066. 
z Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih : Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 

mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 

Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Killing the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539. 

3 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 

mu c anidin wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 

Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539 §6531; and Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066. 

4 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:748 §1066. 

5 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab tafsir al-Qur'an [The Book of 
Qur anic Exegesis], chapter: ‘From Sura Al lmrdn\ 5:226 §3000. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



350 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 


.*U£Jl cJv jj) .29 

They are the worst of those slain under the heavens. 1 2 


glljl .30 

They would be made the dogs of Hell [in the Hereafter]. 2, 

31. They will declare it obligatory to wage armed rebellion against 
an oppressive and corrupt government. 3 

32. They will declare that the one who commits a major sin is a 
disbeliever. 

33. They will declare lawful the blood and wealth of someone 
who commits a major sin. 

34. They will seize a particular area and make it a centre of 
terrorist activity — as they did when they took Harura as their 
base. 

35. They will reject negotiations with the people [their opponents]. 


1 Ibid. 

2 Ibid. 

3 Narrated by Abd al-Qahir al-Baghdadl, al-Farq bayn al-firaq, p. 73; and Ibn 
Taymiyya, Majmu'a al-fatawa, 13:31. 
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T he scholars have two different opinions about charging the 
Kharijites with disbelief, but there is no difference of opinion 
about fighting them, for the Prophet 0 has given clear instructions 
in this regard that no Muslim can oppose. The authority to 
eliminate the Kharijites is taken from his many statements, such as: 
‘If I were to encounter them, I would slay them like the people of 
Thamud’, and ‘Kill them wherever you find them’, and so on. This 
was understood by the hadith scholars who worded their chapter 
headings accordingly. Imam al-Bukharl penned one chapter of 
his collection, ‘On Fighting the Kharijites and the Heretics after 
Establishing the Evidence against Them’. In his al-Sahih, Imam 
Muslim penned one chapter named, ‘The Encouragement to Kill 
the Kharijites’. In his commentary, al-NawawI stated: 

'ajs . Ols tils aJ yi 

5l JlS . £U^-j jAj tSULilj 

cslj j > 

U <U 5 \lk j -^4^! did ^JliS tUadl IjiLij 

Uij c oj^ - aj OjjiSo apjJi cals' Ols t^sPCj 
IJSjj tjCa JlsSlI Jl?- ^ y jjdJl SUlJI 

JlsSSl ^ 

The Prophet’s statement |l, ‘Kill them wherever you 
find them, for the one who kills them will be rewarded 
[on the Day of Resurrection]’, is an explicit declaration 
of the obligation to fight the Kharijites and rebels, and 
this is the consensus of the scholars. Qadl [Abu Bakr b. 
al- c Arabl] said, ‘The scholars have unanimously agreed 
that when the Kharijites and their ilk from the people 
of blameworthy innovation and rebellion revolt against 
the view of the community [jama c a], split the unity [of 
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the Muslims] and take up arms, it is obligatory to fight 
them after exhorting them and warning them’. Now, 
that applies so long as their innovation does not entail 
disbelief. If their innovation is one that makes them 
disbelievers, then the rules that pertain to apostates are 
applied to them. As for the rebels who do not disbelieve, 
they may inherit and others may inherit from them, 
although during times of fighting their blood is lawful, 
as is their wealth that is destroyed during the fighting. 1 

Qadl c Iyad said in al-Shifa : 
i&s IjjlAj li| ^1x9 ^ tdJlJi 4 jL?W>1j tiUU Jjjj 

JjjS IJjSj . y g : a 2 ^9 UJlj tlji«9 tjjli jl2 pfjlj 

idypJLi Jy9j dlUJ' 4-Pj ,^9 jljill 

jls 4 «p ^ 3»p £4 ®IJj UJ ^ dJJU Jji ^i«9 

^ ii ilioj ^uSi jh j* Hij 'jld 

JiP J^P lAgy 'jkj® UJlj : jl9 

•t**#* 3 tsjj j* sjij c_4f- j5!i 


iW_^ 4 A»j tjdjdl JJii dj3j 

phps&j Iil9 :Jl9j .Jjisi jl ^ 4 ^ (*4^ J4^ 

ja <b ^sA- 3 tiU) jixll lift >lkj .ilP Jo9 ^y£x9l9 



JL?- UaU L^yCi'i I Jil djJtxli dJaAJl aDoj 

ji 3^ ^ ‘3Uj ilP jSij . jiT 

Ojijij y p t&Ujh (*4**^' *!>* dliiSj) .sylSy 

p 4jl ^glp JOj ^Ulj jr* 1 :dj£jj •**$* 

& 

1 Al-Nawawl, Shark Sahlh Muslim, 7:169-170. 
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The view of Malik and his companions regarding the 
Kharijites varies concerning this, but they did not disagree 
about killing those who do this if they form a separate 
group. Repentance should be sought from them, and if 
they repent [well and good], otherwise they are to be 
killed. They only disagreed about an isolated individual 
who does this. . . . This is what Muhammad b. al- 
Mawwaz, c Abd al-Malik b. Majishun and Imam Sahnun 
said concerning the Kharijites. The statement of Malik 
in his al-Muwatta and the report narrated from c Umar 
b. c Abd al- c AzIz explains, 1 ‘Repentance is to be sought 
from them. If they repent [well and good], otherwise they 
are to be killed’. Imam ‘Isa narrates from Imam Ibn al- 
Qasim, ‘If they repent [well and good], otherwise they 
should be killed’. Something similar was mentioned in al- 
Mabsut. He said, ‘They are Muslims, but should be killed 
for their evil opinion’. This was the practice of ‘Umar b. 
‘Abd al-‘AzIz. On the other hand, Ibn Habib and others 
amongst our companions [in the Malikl legal school] saw 
that they should be charged with disbelief. 

[. . .] The Prophet 0 called the Kharijites ‘the most evil 
of creation’, and this is the quality of the disbelievers. 
He 0 also said, ‘They are the most evil group under the 
heavens. Glad tidings to the one who kills them or the 
one killed by them’. He 0 also said, ‘So wherever you 
find them, slay them [through an operation] like the 
people of ‘Ad’. The apparent meaning of these statements 
is that they are disbelievers — especially in the light of 
their comparison to the people of ‘Ad. Those who believe 
that they should be charged with disbelief infer their 
position from this hadith. Those who adopt the opposing 
viewpoint retort, ‘That is only due to their having gone out 
against the Muslims and transgressed against them. This 
is indicated in the hadith itself: “They will kill the people 


1 An early sect that believed in absolute free will and that man is the creator of 
his own acts. Ed. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



356 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 

of Islam. ...” So their killing is a prescribed punishment 
and not because of their alleged disbelief. The mention of 
the people of c Ad is a simile which signifies killing them 
and its lawfulness, not the state of the one killed. Not 
everyone given a death sentence is charged with disbelief’. 
Furthermore [those who believe that the Kharijites are 
disbelievers infer their view] from the hadith, ‘They shall 
pass through the religion just as an arrow passes through 
a hunted game, never to return until an arrow returns to 
its bowstring’, and his saying, ‘It [the arrow] went too 
fast to be smeared with dung and blood’, which indicates 
that he had no connection with Islam at all. 1 

1 6 . i The Two Positions of the Imams on the Disbelief of 
the Kharijites 

The Imams of hadith, jurisprudence and Quranic exegesis have 
generally presented two positions regarding the disbelief of the 
Kharijites. Ibn Taymiyya said: 

jjif' pAjJ&i IjPjUf USIj pi j t)l 

jsjji Cajj tliAlj 4UU 1 ^ jlJji 

3^3 3r“J Ij 

(*4^ 3'j*" jt Xs) 

•GP# jp ^ 

The Umma is unanimous in its condemnation of the 
Kharijites and in declaring them misguided; their only 
contention was regarding whether they are charged with 
disbelief [or not]. There are two well-known opinions in 
the legal school of Malik and Ahmad concerning this, 
and there is also dispute about their disbelief in the 
legal school of al-ShafiT. For this reason, there are two 
opinions regarding them: [One] that they are disbelievers 

1 Qadl Tyad, al-Shifa, pp. 84Z-843. 
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like apostates, and that repentance is to be sought from 
whomever amongst them is apprehended; and if he repents 
[well and good], otherwise he is to be killed. [Two] that 
they are rebels (as was mentioned earlier; there is no 
disagreement that it is permissible to kill them). 1 

16.2 The First Position: The Kharijites Are Disbelievers 

A large group of scholars took the position that the Kharijites are 
disbelievers. They inferred their belief from numerous prophetic 
traditions about the Kharijites, most of which we have mentioned 
earlier, such as the Prophet’s statement 

Jy- .oujh 

j* US (jiaJ' jfi bjS .pAyrte- ^Uj) V ' dj^ 

,+ g i" 3 ^3 jl3 u^jli 

‘At the end of time there shall appear a folk, young in 
age and foolish. They will speak the words of the best of 
people, but they shall pass through Islam just as an arrow 
passes through a hunted game. Wherever you encounter 
them, kill them [following the legal procedure], for 
killing them will be rewarded [by God] on the Day of 
Resurrection’. 2 

Here, the prophetic command to kill them and the mention of 
Divine reward establish that the Kharijites are disbelievers. Another 
proof for this position is the narration of Sufyan b. TJyayna who 
reported from Abu Ghalib that Abu Umama said, 

1 Ibn Taymiyya, Majmu a al-fatawa, 28:518. 

2 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab istitaba al-murtaddin wa al- 
mu c anidm wa qitalihim [The Book on Demanding the Repentance of the 
Apostates and Reprobates, and Fighting Them], chapter: ‘On Fighting the 
Kharijites and the Heretics after Establishing the Evidence against Them’, 
6:2539 §6531; Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Zakat [The Book of Zakat], 
chapter: ‘The Encouragement to Kill the Kharijites’, 2:746 §1066; and al- 
Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], chapter: 
‘Concerning the Trait of Renegades [al-mariqa]’, 4:481 §2188. 
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chi' 23 tjilil Jit "J* ‘* u ^' (*4^ cAi IjLl JCsi ji 

. IjUT ijjUai jlalli 

‘They are the most evil of those slain under the heavens, 
and the best of those killed is the one whom they kill. 

They are the dogs of Hell; they were Muslims and then 
[due to rebellion and revolt] became disbelievers’. 1 

This narration is explicit, for it states that the Kharijites were 
previously Muslims, and then became disbelievers due to their 
self-made false beliefs. 

16.2.1 Imam al-BukhAri’s Position 

The great scholar of hadith. Imam al-Bukharl, penned a chapter in 
his Sahth collection in which he sought to prove that the Kharijites 
are disbelievers. Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI commented: 

tcSj 'jIlS Jjih tUiAil J* 31 °<Jr 

Jlsi jfi ub' :<U3 JbS Aiyji) jJJbuJl ^ c Jjjtj 
.aIp jJdJi jilb 

A large body of scholars said that the Kharijites are to be 
charged with disbelief, such as al-Bukharl, who compared 
them to apostates and heretics, and only singled out 
individuals [amongst them] who were subject to faulty 
interpretations, mentioning them in a separate chapter: 

‘On the One Who Refrains from Fighting the Kharijites 
for the Sake of Drawing Hearts Near and so People Will 
Not Flee’. z 

16.2.2 Imam Ibn Jarir al-Tabari’s Position 

The early Qur’anic exegete and historian, Imam al-Tabari, said: 
34sAJ' <Ul3] a*j 'jAJl Jlsi j y ill 

1 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: ‘Introduction’, section: ‘Mention of the 
Kharijites’, 1:62 §176. 

2 Ibn Hajar al- Asqalanl, Fath al-Ban, 12:313. 
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Sj/liii Uirjisi j jul J13 Ji 

sLd?- tcSjlAd' j-iSo d^ cT®^ ^ 

^4-*^ *$3 (*4-b^ 

It is impermissible to fight or kill the Kharijites before the 
evidence is established against them by inviting them to 
return to the truth and warning them. This was alluded 
to by al-Bukharl in his chapter heading in which he 
mentioned the aforementioned verse. This is the proof used 
by those who believe that the Kharijites are to be charged 
with disbelief — and that is the implication of al-Bukharl’s 
action, for he compared them to heretics and singled out 
individuals [amongst them] who were subject to faulty 
interpretations, mentioning them in a separate chapter. 1 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI explained al-Tabari’s viewpoint, 
commenting: 

jui Js> tSjijl IJa Jek J ° l yi» 

aii SilaJl J*! j* jja ^ : Jl5 Jji ijll <U9 

<U« XyOA) 43 UAs»*>' 

. <uo jjiLCj tOIJlil JjjyLj tJjAJl OjJji 

Al-Tabari was of those who inclined to some of the 
views presented here. He said in al-Tahdhtb, after having 
mentioned some of the same hadith in this chapter: ‘This 
is a refutation of those who said that no one can leave the 
fold of Islam from the people of the qibla, after its ruling 
is established for him, except with his full knowledge 
and intent. This contradicts [the Prophet’s] saying in the 
hadith, “They will speak the truth and recite the Qur’an, 
but they will exit from Islam and grasp nothing of it”.’ 2 


1 Ibid., iz:z99- 

2 Ibid., iz:3oo. 
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16.2.3 Imam Abu Hamid al-GhazAlI’s Position 

The Proof of Islam, Imam Abu Hamid al-Ghazall, held that the 
Kharijites are disbelievers. Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI said, 

<bl ^ OjJkj 3^ 

• Jj^' lj cSijJl Jil j&tT 

‘In al-WasTt, al-Ghazall said (following others): There 
are two positions regarding the judgment on Kharijites: 
“They take the ruling of apostates or the ruling of rebels”, 
and al-RafiT declared the first view preponderant’. 1 

16.2.4 Al-QadI Abu Bakr Ibn al- c ArabI’s Position 

Al-Qadl Abu Bakr Muhammad b. c Abd Allah b. al- c Arabl al- 
Malikl is considered one of the most prominent Islamic scholars 
of Andalusia. He obtained his learning from eminent scholars 
like Imam al-Ghazall and wrote c Aridat al-ahwadhi, a magisterial 
commentary on al-Tirmidhl’s collection. Ibn Hajar mentioned 
that he also believed that the Kharijites were disbelievers: 

: Jiii tf&J- 1' '•# dill; 

JaS Js3 q&XsSH djil jUS" 

*i) dJJij JjiAJl 4 jisdb Ui) U . ^'A tij *2 

liltd ^4 ^Js- pjA&dj (jiAll :d)ilj t jil^ll 

J?-' IjjlSvJ cjllil ^ AliAaJ'J jiSslb 

This was explicitly stated by al-Qadl Abu Bakr b. al- 
c Arabl in his commentary on al-Tirmidhl’s [collection]. 

He said, ‘The correct position is that they are disbelievers, 
due to the Prophet’s statements 0 , “They shall pass 
through Islam” and “I would slay them like the people 
of c Ad”, and in another wording, “like the people of 
Thamud”. Both c Ad and Thamud were destroyed because 
of disbelief. The Prophet H also said, “They are the worst 

1 Ibn Hajar aHAsqalanl, Fath al-Ban, 11:185. 
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of creation”, and none but the disbelievers are described 
like that. He also said, “They are the most detested of 
creation in the sight of God Most High”. And because 
they ruled that everyone who opposed their belief was 
guilty of disbelief and would abide eternally in the Fire, 
they were more deserving of that than those whom they 
charged’. 1 

16.2.5 QadI c IyAd’s Position 

Qadl Tyad, the renowned author of al-Shifa, one of the most 
famous and authentic books detailing the exalted rank of the 
Prophet Muhammad 0, was also of the opinion that the Kharijites 
are disbelievers. He said in his commentary on Sahib Muslim: 

4lll 2*2 jjl 3^ Jgau <J^ 

Jll -^0^0 £■« fjj* - Jaj ^Jj - ajj) 

AjV^waJl & 4*2 2 »ljkjl Jaf ja lift tiZij tsy jUl') 

ja “ja” Ski! dH SkAll 

“o-?” j “(£?” jjrf ^ 

Ji (*i U1 4ib <U*i t^jljAll JjSl' Js <U2^- SjUil 

Jl5 :Jlii lla 2*J ji jll c£jj -is 2t?ii *U1 ja 

^ ^ (>? c£2*J 0 * 2jS^2 jl j* c£2*i j* t)l 



Some of our teachers reported, ‘Abu SaTd al-Khudrl 
said, “I heard the Messenger of God Jl say, ‘There shall 
appear a folk in this Umma ’, and he did not say ‘ from 
it’, ‘and you will belittle your prayers in comparison to 
theirs. . . .”” The Imam [al-Mazirl] said [and Imam al- 
Nawawl has quoted it], ‘This is one of the most telling 
testimonies to the deep understanding of the Companions 
and their exactitude in words and discrimination between 

1 Ibid., iz:z99. 
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subtle indications. That is because the expression “from” 
implies that they are from the Umma and not disbelievers, 
contrary to the expression “in”. Al-KhudrI’s notice 
regarding the distinction between “from” and “in” is a fine 
allusion to the view that the Kharijites are to be charged 
with disbelief, because he explained that since he 0 did not 
say “from the Umma”, it indicates that they are not from 
the Umma of Muhammad 0 — even though Abu Dharr 
narrated after this statement: “He 0 said, ‘Indeed there 
shall be some from my Umma after me’ or ‘There shall be 
some from my Umma after me’.” And in the narration of 
‘All it reads, “There shall appear from my Umma” .’ z 

Seeking to reconcile between these two seemingly contradictory 
narrations, Ibn Hajar said, ‘This hadith is reconciled with Abu 
Sa‘ld’s by stating that the meaning of Umma in the hadith of Abu 
Sa‘ld is the Umma of Response, and the meaning of Umma in the 
others’ narrations is the Umma of Invitation’. 1 

It should be kept in mind that the Umma of Response is the 
Muslim Umma proper, whereas the Umma of Invitation is all of 
humanity to whom the Prophet 0 brought his message, whether 
they accept it or not. Imam al-NawawI explained further: 

ddai- t<US!' si* ,^1 «3U>| 

dj&j U ^J\ $0. aJjUi] :l U sjUsM j* 

^ a3Ju 

In this hadith there is an allusion from Abu Sa‘id al- 
Khudrl that the Kharijites are to be charged with disbelief 
and that they are not from this Umma. And the hadith 
about the Kharijites contains news of the unseen from 
the Prophet 0 regarding momentous events, such as his 
allusion to the disagreement the Umma would have about 
charging them [the Kharijites] with disbelief. 3 

1 Qadl ‘Iyad, Ikmal al-mulim bi f aw a’ id Muslim, 3:612. 
z Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 12:289. 

3 Ibid. 
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16.2.6 Imam al-Qurtubi’s Position 

Imam Abu al- c Abbas Ahmad b. c Umar b. Ibrahim al-Ansarl al- 
Qurtubi al-Malikl was one of the eminent Islamic scholars of 
Cordoba. Although famous for his Qur’anic exegesis, he was also 
the author of an authoritative and oft-quoted commentary on 
Sahih Muslim. In it, he declared the Kharijites disbelievers. 

Jap U :ji igj ajji U sad” ts ^ ^ J 

01 <U?- OlSj .JjlUi ijOJjp- d^V dj^ 

dl' djijj dll d^ dij ‘|=fl dl' dj^j “tiSl 

tj jji ddij -j* idih ^ 4;'Adii Xji-J? 4 J 'd^ 

Jiij 01 ‘OidAsJ °cyt 3*3 ‘dll 
OUpL faip j-? $|l 1^1' dd' 

iJaj tAsaijJi ja UJI3 (3 id ^Ai tjli ill djdj a*j sl*h dih cUwl alj 

.O'jdsllj Jj?dl jA 

The statement of the one who said when the Prophet Ji 
was apportioning the war booty, ‘This apportioning is 
not for the sake of God’, or ‘is unjust’, is the statement of 
one ignorant of the Prophet’s state |l. It is the statement 
of one who is coarse in nature, covetous and a hypocrite. 

He deserved to be put to death because he annoyed the 
Messenger of God, and God Most High said, ‘ And those 
who annoy the Messenger of God will have a painful 
punishment V The punishment in this life is death; 
however, the Prophet H did not kill him for the reason 
mentioned in the hadith of Jabir, ‘Lest the people say that 
Muhammad kills his Companions’. This is the rationale 
for the Prophet prohibiting the killing of the hypocrites, 
even though he knew the identities and hypocrisy of 
many of them. That rationale no longer applies after the 

1 Qur’an 9:61. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



364 I FATWA on Terrorism and Suicide Bombings 

Messenger of God 0 . There is no hypocrisy after him; 
only heresy — and this is the truth and what is correct. 1 

In the light of the aforementioned Qur’anic verse, annoying the 
Messenger of God is an act of blasphemy, which some scholars 
held was enough to charge the Kharijites with disbelief. Elsewhere, 
al-Qurtubl said: 

jd :'4» jd 

Jsi cij ^ >A?-1 ijhi y ‘UlP “w 

44 &a 1 US' t^4U; 'u>-l 5* 

51 :JIUsh tii ijdaiaj :cii ^4^1*1 SjUbj 

4 & ~ »h 'U» us 4i» 14 d 4*4 4J3 ^ ( 5 ? 

t^jJl g . g J l ?U~J c5*d' j&iJUh 9Ua 5 r! 

aUsJI tiS jAllajj jjUi : Jli US <0 jiicu ^ U«Aj 

^.uAAJi ^4 4*4^5 ^ kUijj aij tU^il 4 * 4 ?, 4 ^ 54 uIUuj 

t4&£ L&jli 4?^ cs? '•**) t Jjii' ^ (SjUiJ djiiJ 

.UJbUtJl 5r? j4^> ‘ j~g^db c£' dj*ll' Jjih dlSjj 

[The Prophet’s Jl statement,] ‘If I were to encounter them 
I would slay them like the people of c Ad’, and in another 
wording, ‘like the people of Thamud’, means that if he 
were to encounter them he would kill them all, in the 
sense that not a single one of them would remain at one 
given time, and none of them would be left for another 
day — just as God dealt with c Ad, destroying them with a 
grievous wind, and destroying Thamud with the dreadful 
shriek. I say: The intent behind this simile is that this 
group has left the religion of Islam and are not connected 
with it in any way, just as this arrow exited from that 
hunted game which, due to the severity of its draw and 
its speed, exited [the body] before blood came out and 


1 Muhammad al-Qurtubi, al-Mufhim, 3:107. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Mention of the Imams who Charged the Kharijites with Disbelief ... I 365 


nothing was attached to it. This is just as he said, ‘too 
fast to be smeared with blood or dung’. Our imams who 
ruled that the Kharijites are to be charged with disbelief 
held to the import of this simile, although many scholars 
hesitated in charging them with disbelief due to the 
Prophet’s saying [at the end of the aforementioned 
hadith], ‘It is doubtful that anything will hang on to it’, 
which implies that there is a degree of doubt regarding 
them, and thus there is hesitation with respect to their 
ruling. It seems that the first view, that of charging them 
with disbelief, is more apparent in the hadith. 1 2 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI commented on al-Qurtubl’s words: 
iSjla i a JaUs Ots jjSJuJt JIU-h Jjl!' JjJj 

if, us” ^ 'ey 

The simile within the hadith of Abu Sa c ld supports the 
view that they are to be charged with disbelief, for its 
apparent meaning is that they have left the fold of Islam 
and have no connection with it whatsoever, just as an 
arrow exits from a hunted game due to its speed and the 
strength of the archer, leaving no trace of the game on it. 2, 

16.2.7 Shaykh Ibn Taymiyya’s Position 

Shaykh Ibn Taymiyya believed that the Kharijites were disbelievers. 

Writing about their emergence, beliefs and appearance, he said: 

. liA^lj Llpj it- 61 Ua 

JaI JaI Ojixdj US" IjilSj . • • 

:$=fl US” IjjiSjj 


1 Ibid., 3:110. 

2 Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 12:300. 
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cp&rjy- :iia <ij£» 

<Ul ^3 <LP CUp <A3 <Ul3 . s-Lo ^J^l^cuob 

^ IjibiUij . . . .o^jj <GU*J piU y» : J\3 

j* l 5') iU Ij^-jAi ^ jfn . .t tj ^OjI 

The point here is to state that the Kharijites emerged 
during a time of tribulation and declared TJthman and 
c All disbelievers, as well as those who allied with them. 

... As the Prophet |fi described them, they would ‘kill 
the people of Islam and leave the idol worshippers’. The 
Prophet Jl said they were the most assiduous of people 
when it came to prayers, fasting and recitation: ‘You will 
consider your prayers, fasting and recitation insignificant 
in comparison to theirs. They shall recite the Qur’an but 
it will not pass their throats. They shall exit from Islam 
just as an arrow exits a hunted game’. Their ‘exiting’ 
from it means their leaving it due to their belief that 
it is lawful to shed the blood of the Muslims and seize 
their wealth. It is established in the rigorously authentic 
collection [of al-Bukharl] that he H said, ‘The Muslim 
is he from whose tongue and hand the Muslims are safe’ 

. . . and they [on the other hand] extended their hands, 
harming the Muslims with their hands [through armed 
struggle and terrorist activities] and tongues [declaring 
them infidels], and so they left it [i.e., Islam ]. 1 

1 6. 2. 8 Imam Taqi al-DIn al-SubkI’s Position 

Imam Taqi al-Dln Abu al-Hasan ‘All b. ‘Abd al-Kafi al-Subkl was 
one of the eminent latter-day scholars and jurists and author of 
Shifa al-siqam, a well-known book about seeking means through 
the person of the Prophet H and undertaking journeys to visit him 
at his tomb. In his collection of formal legal verdicts, he declared 
the Kharijites disbelievers. Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI said: 


1 Ibn Taymiyya, al-Nubuwwat, p. 2.2.5 . 
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Jlii dJJi ^ ?■ 

C-4-iSsJ <u*dai! ^ApI ^j»jLsSo jisiljJB S^ApJ IjAJl gi£-l 

. ^alp jaJ : JlS (Aa^JU *4! AiJlgd 

Shaykh TaqI al-Dln al-Subkl was of the latter-day imams 
who inclined to that view. He said in his collection of 
legal verdicts, ‘Those who charged the Kharijites and 
the extremist Shiites with disbelief argued that they were 
disbelievers because they charged the notable Companions 
with disbelief, for that entails belying the Prophet 0 in 
his testimony that they are in Paradise. And as I see it, 
this argument is valid’. 1 

It should be pointed out that someone can be from the Kharijites 
without necessarily charging the Companions with disbelief. The 
great Hanafl jurist, Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shaml stated, 

cK ds- tajs Ot c~Up LCj t)jJ iio 

jt ^3 J&3 Sljj 1$. *£■ ua^, Js. \00 d\J jA 

.aOp I \yrj* 

‘They charged the Companions of our Prophet 0 with 
disbelief; but you should know that this is not a pre- 
requisite for the term Kharijite; rather, it is but an 
explanation regarding those who rebelled against our 
master ‘All Otherwise, it suffices that they believe the 
one whom they rebel against is a disbeliever’. 2 

16.2.9 Imam Abu Ishaq al-ShAtibI’s Position 

The great jurist and legal theorist of the Malikl school, Imam al- 
Shatibl, said about the Kharijites: 


1 Ibn Hajar al- c Asqalam, Fath al-Ban, 12:299-300. 

2 Ibn ‘Abidin, Radd al-muhtdr, 4:262. 
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^ ^ dj"3 
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99 9T 'Jt> X3?^ hj& 9$ -9* 3pAi 

ibtfjZj* «A4-® JLfli 4 j^ Ja®' 3^" j-aj j& ^® : 'jl^® .Jpd' js*i 
9 (^tjJt ti^3 . Sj^Jt oJJi JjSjizJ 9k*i c4'3 ^ tOjJlli~3 i&jJry9 
:^sU Jtij . tjT^aJt <ls JjJ t£^l' J4*d' & J*J 0*9 $ 9* 

bj 999b'* 999 ■ 3^ 9 i)9 '®! 3 ^ j5' fc»! 

■p$'pb 9^-9 

Do you not see how the Kharijites exited from the religion 
just as an arrow exits from a hunted game? That is because 
the Messenger of God 0 described them, saying that they 
will recite the Qur’an but it will not pass their throats; 
that is because they do not gain a deep understanding of 
it, which would allow it to reach their hearts. ... So when 
someone knows the circumstances behind the revelation of 
a Qur’anic verse, or the chapter, he will know its context, 
interpretation and what was meant by it. . . . [A]nd when 
he is ignorant of the circumstances behind its revelation, 
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the mind will consider multiple possibilities. They do not 
have grounding in knowledge that would guide them to 
what is correct or prevent them from trespassing beyond 
the boundaries of problematic areas. For that reason it 
is inevitable that a shallow opinion is taken or that there 
is a baseless interpretation founded on conjecture that 
does not suffice for the truth, for there is no evidence in 
support of it in the Sacred Law. As a consequence of this, 
they went astray and led others astray. 

This is further explained by the report narrated by 
Wahb from Bukayr, who mentioned that he asked Nafi‘, 
‘What was Ibn ‘Umar’s view regarding the Haruriyya?’ 
Nafi‘ replied, ‘He believed that they were the worst of 
God’s creation. They took the verses revealed about the 
disbelievers and applied them to the believers’. Sa c ld b. 
Jubayr explained that and said, ‘Of the ambiguous verses 
that the Haruriyya follow is God’s words: "And, whoever 
does not judge by what God has revealed, then they are the 
disbelievers’ [Qur’an 5:44], juxtaposed with the verse, ‘Yet 
those who disbelieve hold others as equal with their Lord’ 
[Qur’an 6: 1]. When they see the ruler judge unjustly they 
proclaim, “He has disbelieved, and whoever disbelieves 
has held [himself] equal with his Lord and is therefore an 
idolater, hence the Umma, too, are idolaters!” Then they 
revolt and kill. As far as I see it, it is because they [falsely] 
interpret this verse’. This is the meaning of ‘opinion’ that 
Ibn ‘Abbas 1^. mentioned: One that stems from ignorance 
of the meaning with which the Qur’an was revealed. Nafi‘ 
said, ‘When Ibn ‘Umar was asked about Haruriyya he 
would reply, “They charge the Muslims with disbelief and 
declare their blood and wealth lawful”.’ 1 

16.2.10 Imam Ibn al-BazzAz al-KurdarI’s Position 

Imam Hafiz al-Dln Ibn al-Bazzaz al-Kurdarl, a renowned Hanafl 

authority of the ninth century, said in his collection of legal 


1 Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi, al-Vtisam, 4:181-184. 
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verdicts, 

J IjAJl jb» j 

‘It is obligatory to charge the Kharijites with disbelief 
due to their having charged everyone of the Umma but 
themselves with disbelief’. 1 

16.2.11 Imam Badr al-Din al- c Ayni’s Position 

Imam Badr al-Din al- c AynI writes in his commentary on Sahib al- 
Bukhari : 

\y> jjAJI jfi &y :J iii j&j (3j ijil' y <■ jjAI' j* :§=fl 

dc)Sy>J IJ yujjt A^C- ilUp jj Ajj^i Siljj <UPA_j iio 

«>» 

The Prophet’s statement |i, ‘They shall pass through the 
religion’, uses the word muriiq , which is to exit. It is said, 
‘So-and-so exited the religion [ maraqa ]’ when he left it 
due to his blameworthy innovation and misguidance. In 
the narration of Suwayd b. Ghafla in the collections of 
al-NasaT and al-Tabari it says, ‘They shall pass through 
Islam’. 2 

16.2.12 Imam Ahmad b. Muhammad al-QastalAnI’s 
Position 

Imam Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Qastalanl said in his commentary 
on Sahib al-Bukhan: 

SjIJ ijAJ JalAs <ui jJb ,*J J tSjAlAiJt saa ^ 

I ®j-»Ua 9 *USl' «A» j-J (*■£& jbtAilj -kliiS!' 

.SjPAll <Ut tj£ <Ul A^b Al*A ^1 v2jA?- 'Jl i\ji , Jl 5 b Al*2 

1 Ibn al-Bazzaz, al-Fatawa al-bazzaziyya 'ala hamish al-fatawa a l- alamgh iriyya , 
6:318. 

2 Badr al-Din al- c AynI, c Umdat al-qan, 16:2.09. 
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The report, ‘There shall appear in this [Muhammadan] 
Umma. . ‘and he did not say, ‘from this Umma ’, is a case 
of exactitude in the narration and clarity in expression. 

It gives the impression that they are not from this Umma. 

The apparent wording shows that he believed that they 
are to be charged with disbelief; however, in Muslim’s 
narration from the hadith of Abu Dharr it reads, ‘There 
shall appear a folk from my Umma after me’. This hadith 
is reconciled with the hadith of Abu SaTd by stating 
that the Umma in Abu SaTd’s narration is the Umma of 
Response, and the Umma in Abu Dharr’s narration is the 
Umma of Invitation . 1 2 

16.2.13 MullA c AlI al-Qari’s Position 
Mulla c All al-Qarl said in Mirqat al-mafatth, 

(jif pi&Sj JJ&3 ^ ^ JUj l>\ 

.{UJ. Jtdl 

‘It could be said that with their charges of disbelief 
against disobedient people they bear a resemblance to the 
people of truth [Muslims]; however, they are the people 
of falsehood [disbelief] because of their opposition to 
scholarly consensus’. 2, 

16.2.14 Shaykh c Abd al-Haqq al-DihlawI’s Position 

The renowned Indian scholar, Shaykh c Abd al-Haqq al-DihlawI, 
said, ‘The correct position is that fighting the Kharijites in every 
age is an act for which one earns reward, as our master ‘All 
ordered that they be fought due to their transgression, and this is 
the well-known position. And the Kharijites believed that even the 
person who commits sins is a disbeliever — both major and minor 
sins ’. 3 


1 Ahmad al-Qastalanl, Irshad al-sari, 10:85-86. 

2 Al-Qarl, Mirqat al-mafatih sharh mishkat al-masabih, 7:107. 

3 c Abd al-Haqq al-DihlawI, Ash at al-lama at, 3:254. 
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16.2.15 ShAh c Abd al- c Aziz al-Dihlawi’s Position 

According to Shah c Abd al- c AzIz al-DihlawI, the disbelief of 
the Kharijites is agreed upon. He said, ‘Indeed, it is a point of 
scholarly consensus that all who fought against ‘All out of enmity 
and hatred are considered disbelievers’. 1 

16.2.16 Imam Ibn c AbidIn al-ShAmI’s Position 

Ibn ‘Abidin al-Shami said: 

Ja JdP 1*1* 61 c~Up Cj 

dAij tSUlJl filial I yj ^yljAJl 4^0- . . . .<uip 

J\ 

They charged the Companions of our Prophet with 
disbelief; but know that this is not a pre-requisite for the 
term Kharijites; rather, it is but an explanation regarding 
those who rebelled against our master ‘All JC Otherwise, 
it suffices that they believe the one whom they rebel 
against is a disbeliever [for their disbelief]. . . . According 
to the majority of the jurists and hadith scholars, the 
Kharijites are judged as rebels, and some of the hadith 
scholars took the position that they are disbelievers. 2 

16.2.17 Shaykh c Abd al-RahmAn MubArakpurI’s Position 
The famous hadith scholar of India, ‘Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpurl, 
said, 

jt- dil A ciAylA jaA pA US'” 

cji Jl jXj>j jl> Js- 

Jif °y> Sijdsj dUU jP Sjljy) jp h)jp p jj 

. qj-Adi 


1 ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Dihlawi, Tuhfat ithna ash'anyya, p. 795. 

2 Ibn ‘Abidin, Radd al-muhtdr, 4:z6z. 
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‘They are but Kharijites’: [ Khawarij ] is the plural of 
‘ kharija ’ [‘he who went out’], and they are a group of 
blameworthy innovators given that name because of 
their having left the religion and the best of the Muslims. 
Those who held that they are to be charged with disbelief 
include al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. ‘All, and there is also 
a narration to that effect from Imam al-ShafiT, Imam 
Malik and a group from the traditionists [ahl al-hadith]. 1 

16.3 The Second Position: The Kharijites Are Rebels 

Another group of scholars observed caution and did not charge the 
Kharijites with disbelief. Instead, they labelled them as rebels and 
agreed that they should be fought. Furthermore, the scholars who 
charged the Kharijites with disbelief also held that they are rebels 
and should be fought. So although there is a difference of opinion 
regarding the disbelief of the Kharijites, there is a consensus that 
they are to be fought against. Imam Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI said: 

£j> SstJLbj llU-J Jjjieo jr! dJl 

Jji Julias A t&s 

A Jji liij j^lsi 

.lioAd' J-®' A 

The Kharijites are those who declare [others] disbelievers 
on account of sins, and who declare ‘Uthman, ‘All, Talha, 
Zubayr and many of the Companions disbelievers. And 
they believe it is lawful to shed the blood of the Muslims 
and to seize their wealth — except those of them who rebel 
along with them. The apparent view of the jurists from 
our latter-day colleagues is that they are rebels. They take 
the same ruling as the rebels and there is no disagreement 
about killing them, for it is a ruling that is textually stated 
in the Prophet’s command JfL This is also the opinion 


1 Abd al-Rahman Mubarakpun, Tuhfat al-ahwadhi, 6:354. 
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of Abu Hanlfa, al-ShafiT, the majority of the jurists and 
many of the traditionists [ahl al-hadtth j. 1 

The following is a list of scholars and jurists who only considered 
the Kharijites as rebels. It is worth noting that the responsibility of 
fighting rebels falls on the state; Islam does not allow vigilantism, 
no matter how noble the intention behind it. 

16.3.1 Imam Abu HanIfa 

Imam Abu Hanlfa ruled that the Kharijites are rebels that should be 
fought. 

: Jl3 ^ dj^J U :<u4d ^ 

U Js- ^u\£j A : JlS cii iJd 

djUfljj tyjSi ^ d dj 

tJjJLO ti4^" 3^43 Ul :Jl i .dijill djXxjj 

pj>j tjiUl Jil 4->SAf cjdil Jif •dVT s-J> ^ Jlii 
ISAy. djAJ :<d Jli ld.4?- jSi ^j) . jliUl ^jal c-Aj JJ-5> 

jl 3 ' d d d' Jj ~°3 d? f' 

.SyJ>£j&9- Ui olji jd 1 d! ‘7 ) d“ 

Abu MutV said, ‘I said to Abu Hanlfa, “What do you 
say regarding the Muhkama faction of the Kharijites?” 

He replied, “They are the vilest of the Kharijites”. I then 
asked him, “Should we charge them with disbelief?” 

He replied, “No; however, we fight them for the same 
reasons the Imams of goodness — c All and TJmar b. c Abd 
al- c AzIz — fought them”. I then said, “But the Kharijites 
cry out with the takbn [saying, ‘Allah akbar ’ (God is 
the Greatest)], offer prayers and recite the Qur'an”. He 
retorted, “Don’t you remember the hadith of Abu Umama 
.? He entered the Mosque of Damascus and said to Abu 
Ghalib al-HimsI, ‘They are the dogs of Hellfire, they are 


1 Ibn Qudama al-Maqdisi, al-Mughm, 9:4. 
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the dogs of the Hellfire. They are the most evil of those 
slain under the heavens. . . Abu Ghalib asked Abu 
Umama, ‘Did you give your own opinion or did you hear 
that from the Messenger of God 0?’ He replied, ‘Had I 
not heard it once, twice, thrice, four times, five times, six 
times or seven times, I would not have narrated it to you 
all’”.’ 1 


16.3.2 Imam Shams al-Din al-Sarakhsi 

The renowned jurist of the Hanafl school, Shams al-Din al- 
SarakhsI, held that it is lawful to seek the aid and assistance of 
non-Muslim citizens [ahl al-dhimma ] against the Kharijites: 

• • • Jilj Jit j* Jd*jl Ja! jjjaxAJ 6^ *!/ 

‘There is no harm in the people of justice seeking the aid 
of some people from the rebels and non-Muslim citizens 
against the Kharijites . . . because they are fighting for 
the sake of promoting the religion’. 2 

16.3.3 I RN Hajar al- c AsqalAnI 

Ibn Hajar said in his commentary on Sahih al-Bukhan 

LdalJ p U iasiu JaS jp doAAJ' 

tSjdaJt 'its dji j jjcAj ji Ay- 

^ jjjiil Ap JAP jp AAlj I « JlikpU j 1^0 y ji ^ ,Js- 

ljl *3 t)ls IjJsA jl Ui lj^a2o U * g°;P 

^ £-ii :gdj*- j?' Jijk .tsdj IjjlS'jlj 
5 ^ J^-j jp JiA ifl jP 4ydsJ' AAlj .£#1 Ij 3 bpfj Ij&i lil 

• br! cr 1 ^ si&l jAdi : Jlii (ilj 

1 Muhammad Zahid al-Kawtharl, Majmu’at al- c aqida wa Him al-kalam, pp. 
603-604. 

2 Shams al-Din al-Sarakhsi, Kitab al-mabsut, 10:134. 
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IjiLLi UJl J-®' ^r! J*l jiS'l 

tUi i»5v!i pby? '3 tA-ili JjjEj 

S2jl ^ J^AJl tsjj .t_S£«Jjlj ji£J^ 

JJ »d?ii JJ t£l) 4l)l »Cp Ul 01 y. : t9ili*>b 

55jU ^4 :J6 JUS'S :J3 t &,U :J£ ?£jl>*il jiff :ii J3 (j£- 

.jjlil IjSji 

This hadith indicates that those who believe in revolting 
against the government should not be killed so long as 
they do not wage a war on that basis or make preparations 
for it — this is due to the Prophet’s statement ‘and kill 
them if they revolt’. Al-Tabari cited a consensus about 
this with respect to the one whose beliefs do not entail 
disbelief, and traced a report that TJmar b. c Abd al- c AzIz 
wrote [to his governors] ordering ‘that the Kharijites be 
left alone unharmed so long as they do not shed blood 
unlawfully or seize wealth. And if they do that, then 
launch military operation against them at state level, 
even if they are my own progeny’. And in one route of 
transmission from Jurayj it is mentioned that he said to 
c Ata’, ‘What makes it lawful for me to kill the Kharijites?’ 
c Ata’ replied, ‘When they act as brigands on the roads 
and threaten security’. And al-Jabarl traced a report 
from al-Hasan in which he was asked about a man who 
held the beliefs of the Kharijites but did not revolt. Al- 
Hasan replied, ‘People regard action more valuable than 
opinion ’. 1 

And most of the scholars of legal theory [usul\ from 
Ahl al-Sunna held that the Kharijites were criminals 
because of their charges of disbelief levelled against the 
Muslims — charges that were based on corrupt, self-styled 
interpretations that led them to declare lawful the blood 
and wealth of their opponents, and charge them with 


1 Ibn Hajar al- c Asqalam, Fath al-Ban, 12:299. 
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disbelief and polytheism. Al-Khalal narrated in al-Sunna 
with his chain of transmission: ‘Yusuf b. Musa informed 
me that Abu c Abd Allah [i.e., Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal] 
was asked, “Did the Kharijites disbelieve?” He said, 
“They are renegades [mariqa]”. He was then asked, “Are 
they disbelievers?” He replied, “They are renegades; they 
passed through the religion”.’ 1 * 

16.3.4 Imam Ahmad RidA KhAn 

Imam Ahmad Rida Khan said about the Kharijites, ‘The people 
of Nahrawan, who rebelled against ‘All and declared him a 
disbeliever, were corrupt reprobates and arrogant rebels. They 
struggled under the banner of a new sect named the Kharijites, 
and the many disruptions that spread in the Umma — till today — 
were because of them’. z 

16.4 The Rationale behind the Ruling to Eliminate the 
Kharijites 

We see from the aforementioned quotes that the scholars differed 
about whether the Kharijites should be charged with disbelief or 
not. All of the jurists, no matter what opinion they took, agreed 
that they should be fought and eliminated. 

In the hadith of Sharlk b. Shihab Ji, the Prophet 0 said, ‘They 
shall pass through the religion just as an arrow passes through a 
hunted game. Their notable feature is shaven heads. They shall 
continue to appear until the last of them appears with the Anti- 
Christ [al-Dajjal]; so you should kill them when you encounter 
them [during war]. They are the most evil of the creation’. 3 ‘Abd 
Allah b. ‘Umar ^ reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 


1 Ibid., 12:300. 

z Ahmad Rida Khan, al- c Ataya al-Nabawiyya ft al-fatawa al-ridawiyya, 29:3 63 . 

3 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:421; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: 
Kitab tahrJm al-dam [The Book on the Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: 
‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 
7:119 §4103; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al-kubra, 2:312 §3566; al-Bazzar in al- 
Musnad, 9:294 §3846; and al-TayalisI in al-Musnad, 1:124 §923. 
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. Jt tSji Cf-r^ CSt ^ Uto 

‘Every time a generation of them appears it will be cut 
down — this will occur over twenty times — until the Anti- 
Christ appears in their last remnant’. 1 

Ibn Hubayra al-Hanball said, 

Wj cik Jit JU Jal^ 

. Jjt Juii 

The hadith mentions that fighting the Kharijites is more 
important than fighting the pagans. The wisdom behind 
fighting them first is that it safeguards the capital of 
Islam’s wealth, whereas fighting the pagans is a pursuit 
of profit: and protecting one’s capital is more important 
than seeking profit. 2 

Ibn Taymiyya held that there is consensus on waging war 
against Kharijites to eliminate them: 

JjiUll SUlJtj . . . (Juibj SllJl) \L\j !ls 9 

IjjUaJ ‘<u 'jfi Ijiuwlj tjlss3*s|l jJu \jju Jjiit 

Jlsis US ' ^410 jl?- JlsaJb Ijl SUjlj . 3 Uj 

.^dll JjUJb Ijfjli lil (jjjlsll ^JJaS 

So fighting against them is established in the authentic and 
explicit Sunna, and is the agreement of the Companions. 

. . . The rebels against whom fighting is ordered are those 
who rebel after fighting erupts, and who refuse to follow 
the command of making peace and who become militant. 

By the agreement of the scholars, it is permissible to fight 


1 Narrated by Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : ‘Introduction’, section, ‘Mention of the 
Kharijites’, 1:61 §174. 

2 Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI, Fath al-Ban, 5:157. 
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against rebels when they initiate fighting, just as everyone 
agrees that it is permissible to fight the highway brigands 
when they fight. 1 

Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI said: 

Jfi alp Jj Jjjh jp J\ jq'jj Ji 

JjU? Siljj jlpj jup d44" i jt '^3 

^ UpjI i djiiy JjAJl ^ ,^1 p abj 

• jWejjj' fjj ^4^ <>4 

In the narration of Abu Ishaq from Suwayd b. Ghafla 
in the collection of al-Nasa’I and al-Tabari: ‘They shall 
pass through Islam’. Likewise, in the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar 
in the same section and recorded by al-Nasa’I from the 
narration of Jariq b. Ziyad from ‘All: ‘They shall pass 
through the truth’, and: ‘So kill them wherever you find 
them for the one who kills them shall receive a reward on 
the Day of Resurrection’. 2, 

16.5 The Great Reward Awaiting Those Who Fight the 
Kharijites 

Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI said: 

t)UJ Js- yJ ^ ^ p&J txA plkj jj :yij 43 ?<'jj ^ 

:«/o ^ d4 444^' *4® “UAt pj*? 

4'jj p&Uyj y4' ^ us ^1 jp 

^pip tj*4upi ^ ^SsJupi jjjyw lyy 

^jip OjUpUJ JJ4' Ojijpjj 34^' ^ 3 ^ 3 -^. 3a^«j 

.cS^kJl ayjsd .jufjl 

1 Ibn Taymiyya, al-Nubuwwat, pp. 223-225. 

2 Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI, Eat/? al-Ban, 12:288. 
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<y. Wb f Jsf ^ Qb ft ’ >J f 

.p4*\Lfj &hf ffi Jjbxsj 9AJP ,^1 °f 

**& J) f f ‘ii'i) sS? ^JJ J) If u~A Qb if 
'■*Jf If s~*i & °cf f ^'ij ^Jup?j 

‘|fl ill Jj^j jp ^ jTi jp £*3 5ulL> jjjs j* «-dpj cSj^'i 

■ ! t4-.~£ i i ^L^Juj fG\ bjLJuj liyXXi Uji ^isla JJ : Jl 5 

J& -“Oi^l JaiL. 4 p jp ^jl ^1 J> fsJ 6 - &)e j*j 

cis-AS : Jl5 AijkUi <Ua 3 ^jljJsJl .UP ^l^P jjI 

if J$' if? ^l-i' 1^%^' 31 p ^ji ^ip 

«oIp jfi Sit ,_^p ^1 fXbs>J\ j>\ £f\j .ij4sUi jiT 

.tlUaJJl 3r? lil^ssfl J-Jo' IjImJ : JULs liiUdt ^3 

In the narration of Zayd b. Wahb: ‘If only the Muslim 
army who encounters them knew what has been decreed 
for them upon the tongue of their Prophet 0 >, they would 
rely on it [and cease doing other deeds]’. Ahmad narrated 
a similar hadith from c All with the additional wording 
at the end: ‘It is the duty upon every Muslim to fight 
them [in the operation at the state level]’. [We must 
not relax and procrastinate in fighting and eliminating 
the Kharijites due to their apparent religiosity, because 
of] the Prophet’s statement 0 : ‘[You will deem] your 
prayers [insignificant] in comparison to their prayers’. 
Al-Zuhrl’s narration has an additional wording reported 
by Abu Salama — as is in the chapter after it: ‘and [you 
will deem] your fasting [insignificant] in comparison to 
their fasting’. And in the narration of c Asim b. Shumaykh 
from Abu Sa c ld: ‘You will deem your deeds insignificant 
in comparison to their deeds’. c Asim also described the 
people of Najda al-Harura, saying, ‘They fast during 
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the day and pray during the night and collect the alms 
according to the Sunna’. This was narrated by al-Tabari. 

A similar report is found in his [al-Tabari’s] collection 
from the narration of Yahya b. Abl Kathlr from Abu 
Salama, and in a narration from Muhammad b. c Amr 
from Abu Salama: ‘They will be devout in their worship; 
one of you will deem his prayers and fasting insignificant 
in comparison to theirs’. And there is a similar report 
from the narration of Anas from Abu Sa c ld, and in 
the narration of Aswad b. al-‘Ala’ from Abu Salama, 
there is the additional wording: ‘You will deem your 
deeds insignificant in comparison to theirs’. And in the 
narration of Salama b. Kuhayl from Zayd b. Wahb, from 
‘All: ‘Your recitation will not be comparable to theirs, 
nor your prayers to theirs’. This was narrated by Muslim 
and al-Tabari, the latter of whom narrated from the route 
of Sulayman al-Tayml from Anas: ‘It was mentioned to 
me that the Messenger of God 0 said, “Amongst you are 
a folk who persevere and strive [in good deeds] until they 
amaze people and their own egos amaze themselves”.’ 

This report has an additional wording from the route 
of Hafs, Anas’ nephew, from his uncle: ‘They will absorb 
themselves deeply in the religion \yata c ammaqunY . Al- 
Tabaranl narrates the story of Ibn ‘Abbas’ debate with 
the Kharijites, in which Ibn ‘Abbas said, ‘I went to them, 
and I have never seen a people more assiduous in their 
efforts. Their hands resembled the feet of camels [thick 
and rough] and the marks of prostration were prominent 
upon their faces’. Ibn Abl Shayba narrated that when 
someone mentioned the Kharijites and their efforts in the 
presence of Ibn ‘Abbas, he said, ‘They are not as hard 
working as the monks!’ 1 


1 Ibid., iz:z88-z8<j. 
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16.6 The Views of Anwar ShAh Kashmiri and Shabbir 
Ahmad c UthmAnI on the Kharijites 

Anwar Shah Kashmiri and Shabbir Ahmad ‘UthmanI, two well- 
known scholars from the Deobandi school of thought of the 
Indian Subcontinent, spoke in detail about the Kharijites and other 
rebellious groups. ‘UthmanI penned a small research in his book, 
Fath al-Mulhim, with the title: ‘A Noble Research Concerning the 
Charge of Disbelief Applied to the Kharijites and Others from the 
Harurls and Heretics, and Whether They are to be Fought, and if 
so, When’. He quoted the statements of Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalanI in 
which he labelled them corrupt rebels who should be fought, as 
per the Prophet’s command |l: ‘Kill them when they revolt against 
the state’. 

Then Shabbir Ahmad TJthmanI paraphrased the views of Qadl 
Tyad, al-Qurtubl and al-Subkl on the disbelief of the Kharijites, 
and quoted Kashmiri in Fath al-Mulhim (5:154): 

J\ >— >'Js\ lM tii jpJij 

tils' as 4?-lo alp U oa^-j U 

axmami : Jli Valji j lift t<UUI Ul G :cJLs . IjliS IjjlGsS 

:“(£ t ) Ijfi) ^ JailAJl Jl 3 ill 

tga^i !l aILaJ JiGL^Ij 

The truth of the matter is that the hadith which mentions 
‘passing’ [muruq] proves that those who ‘pass’ are closer 
to disbelief than faith. The most explicit text I have 
found stating this is the narration of Ibn Majah from Abu 
Umama, who said, ‘They were Muslims and then became 
disbelievers’. [Abu Ghalib, the narrator, said:] ‘I asked, 

“Is this something you say from your own opinion, or 
is it something you heard from the Messenger of God 
H?” He replied, “. . . I heard it from the Messenger of 
God”.’ Al-Hafiz Muhammad b. Ibrahim al-Yamanl said 
in Ithar al-haqq, ‘Its chain of transmission is authentic, 
as declared by al-Tirmidhl in summarized form’, (p. 421) 
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‘UthmanI commented: 

fjzS '.SyC~J> y\ U ,» g I.v.fl ; jjsXiJ\ jj2i\ JuJj 

Juju Ji ijjj AP U^dJ Jjllyi ‘<uLU uSjlxh :<uij O^Aj SlJ iy>\ 

.Sp liijtJL! ^ JjUJl OUtj^Jl 

The aforementioned view is buttressed by the command 
to kill them, in addition to the hadith of Ibn Mas‘ud 
mentioned earlier: ‘It is impermissible to kill a Muslim 
except for one of three reasons. . In that hadith it 
mentions: ‘the one who leaves the religion and separates 
himself from the community \jama'a\\ In some rigorously 
authentic narrations of the same report, it mentions, ‘the 
one who passes through the religion [ mariq ], and the one 
who separates himself from the community ’. 1 2 

‘UthmanI continued, elaborating the position of the Hanball 
school on fighting the Kharijites: 

Jjti :gff^ Ajjia J*1 jji SjljlJ Sjlji ^JLP jallaJi 

iLjtjj y di jakllj <M aUiii ^Ip jji lalj 

.jjjlsil jl tl~pU tiplisil 

It seems apparent to me, considering the narrations and 
their meanings, that the correct view on this is the one held 
by the traditionists [ahl al-hadith ]. As for the narrations, 
consider the statement of the Prophet ‘So kill them 
wherever you find them’. And as for ‘All’s statement, it 
means that censuring the ruler and defaming him does 
not call for fighting; only when such a person challenges 
the writ of the government and becomes either a rebel or 
a brigand/ 


1 Shabbir Ahmad TJthmam, Fath al-Mulhim, 5:154. 

2 Ibid., 5:155. 
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In the conclusion of his research, c Uthmani mentioned both his 
viewpoint and the opinion of Kashmiri: 

dJjil?- 5 !!' sia jfi Jl*i °y> 

p csxdji k^j aij JJd ^ aAj <d>-jh i-L^j 

^jAj ss? A~~ i ‘d^ 9 d>* i*j ‘(►fell 

Jii ji^Jl 51 ^jAj .^iipl ,_^Uj 5 illAli 2ilj .oU*ka!l ^ Jjjlxilj ijAA!' 

£» jiia^l y&u U tcSjai ^ d-A jf ppk 

Sjj~Jl JwiAl' 4AA a>ti tlLai 4Jtlj3 C~aJj t^gjlipl dtitlj 

.i 3 if Ju 14k tijTjaii afLyi ^ ^l 

After mentioning the hadith reports elsewhere, he 
[Kashmiri] said, ‘Those of the traditionists who charged 
them [the Kharijites] with disbelief derived their view 
from these hadith reports. Al-Sindl — may God have 
mercy upon him — also charged them [with disbelief] 
in his commentary on al-Nasa’l’s al-Sunan, and this is 
a solid view. Similarly, the author of Fath al-Qadir [al- 
Munawl] charged them [with disbelief] and mentioned 
that there is no distinction between denial and erroneous 
interpretation when it comes to [disbelief in] the 
unequivocal matters [qafiyat ] — and God Most High 
knows best. It is also derived [from these hadith reports] 
that disbelief may occur whilst one is unaware, in addition 
to the fact that ‘one of you will see his prayers, fasting, 
deeds and recitation as insignificant in comparison to 
theirs’. Hence, you should take these prophetic words as 
a basis for the issue of charging [others] with disbelief, 
for they are like the letters of the Qur’an: all of them heal 
and suffice . 1 


1 Ibid. 
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A lthough we have detailed numerous hadith reports about 
the Kharijites here, there are scores more that we have not 
mentioned . 1 There is no denying the fact that every era has its share 
of people who possess the ideas, inclinations and proclivities of the 
Kharijites. The Prophet made it clear that these groups would 
comprise immature youth who are sidetracked by propaganda and 
brainwashing and encouraged to commit wanton acts of violence. 

It is also clear from the hadith reports that the Kharijites are 
not exclusive to any one given period and that they will continue 
to appear until the emergence of the Anti-Christ. The Prophet 
said, 

lij tiji y tdTjSJi Jjjyij JJf j* 

‘There shall appear a group in the direction of the east 
who will recite the Qur’an but it will not pass their 
throats. Every time a generation of them appears it will 
be cut down until the Anti-Christ appears from their last 
remnants’. 2. 

We see from this hadith that the Prophet informed that the 
Kharijites will continue to emerge and spread tumult until the 
appearance of the Anti-Christ, which is one of the major portents 
of the Final Hour. In the final days of his Umma, there shall 
emerge a group with the faces of humans but with the hearts of 
devils. Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet said, 

la s * a a & o * , ~ » 

OUall ijJ \£? Ujill OUjJl ^ 

1 For a more detailed listing of hadith reports about the Kharijites, see my other 
book, al-Intibah li al-khawarij wa al-hariira. 

z Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:209 §6952; al-Tabaranl in 
al-Mu c jam al-awsat, 7:41 §6791; al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 4:556 §8558; al- 
TayalisI in al-Musnad, p. 302 §2293; and Abu Nu c aym in Hilyat al-Awliya\ 
6 = 54 - 
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ij) J jfc .yBiJl y$li ‘ # 

S3 ^djl ^ ^ cj* f' ^3r*i 

‘In the final days there shall appear men who acquire the 
world by means of the religion. In front of people they 
will wear the garments of sheepskins, to exhibit their 
gentility, and their tongues will be sweeter than sugar, 
but their hearts will be those of wolves. God will say, 

“Do they delude in My name, or do they act haughtily 
before Me? I swear by My Being, I will surely send a 
tribulation against them that will leave the [seemingly] 
forbearing amongst them bewildered”.’ 1 * 

c Abd Allah b. ‘Abbas ■($. reported that the Messenger of God Jl. 
said, 

OjJLi c iyrj j qUyJl jr T 

bjpUL* tUAjh jfi ^y^li ttSj'jisl' yUoJl J i.jJs> U^Jl 

t)ij cJj'i 3 j* ^ 

y (*4*y tikis' iljfl?- 

bJie>j tji ^y j'JyV' ‘ j* J&. % yjj*y y^. 

j-jUJlj [iy? ^yi t jlp yj 

^yip JaJuJ klUa il*3 yj Split) cSp! £ys SliJl oJjH £yj 
. y ^ yjyt ylj 

‘In the final days there shall appear groups of people with 
the faces of humans but with the hearts of devils, like that 
of raging wolves. There will not be found in their hearts 
even an iota of mercy. They will be given to shedding 
blood in abundance. They will not have any compunction 


1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-zuhd [The Book of 

Renunciation], 4:604 §2404. 

Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Today’s Terrorists are Kharijites I 389 

in committing odious acts. If you pledge your fealty to 
them they will betray you, and if you get away from 
them [for your safety] they will backbite you. When they 
speak to you they will lie, and if you trust them they will 
betray their trust. The children amongst them will run the 
household; the youth amongst them will be cunning; and 
their elder [leader] will not enjoin the good and forbid the 
evil. To feel honour through them is humiliation and to 
seek what is in their hands [i.e., their ideologies and arms] 
is poverty [it will destroy the economy]. The [seemingly] 
forbearing one amongst them will be an allurer; the 
one who enjoins the good and forbids the evil amongst 
them will be suspect; the believer amongst them will be 
weak; and the corrupt amongst them will be honoured. 

The Sunna will be seen as blameworthy innovation, and 
blameworthy innovation will be seen as Sunna. During 
that time, their evil ones will gain authority over them, 
and the best of them will supplicate [God] but they will 
not be answered ’. 1 

These traditions vividly describe the traits possessed by the 
modern-day terrorists. They have the faces of humans but the 
hearts of devils. They are devoid of mercy and full of contempt for 
others. They not only accuse Muslims of disbelief and polytheism, 
but they also target them in attacks, kill them and — to add insult 
to injury — film these gory scenes and disseminate them, thus 
bringing Islam and Muslims into disrepute. 

Ibn Taymiyya said, 

.^□1 jisi pfijiu ufj djL\Ju 

‘And likewise the Kharijites: since they were armed and 
inclined to fight, their opposition to the community 
[ jama c a ] manifested when they fought people. However, 

1 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu jam al-kabir, 11:99 §11169; and in al- 
Mu c jam al-saghir, 2:111 §869. 
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as for today, most people do not know of them [due to 
their religious disguise]’. 1 * 

This begs the question, if they were hidden before, how did they 
become known? Ibn Taymiyya answered that, saying: 

^ OliiP Jxi UJ Uj^k OlspaJl tilSla 

JbUs-klj tSpU^dl JJs! A3j liii £j[pdl OJgkj ijjjfk qJik cH 

jt S&- J> l?- jW 

.4^-ji ^ ikkkd' :J~k- jj Jl3 

,\£j> S*ks tSjjj ^ ik-U^ U 133 ai sJaj 

U alp (Jll . . . ^Sp j' Jl3 ^Ip SjIawsF cJkitj 

Ji3 331 ajj t ^ip ^ tpdi Sink! i Jjvlf p J\ Jfi H\ s.;Jj Js- 

j^gip SijlS (3 j^ 5 1^3' i'&e® 3^® SijtiJl iljl UJlj . . . 

Uis .ak^ jit aj ojl?- takj jkkJlkit j» jjfcii.ii c^uJl ja Siji 

• ^l's® ‘r^ 5 3 ^ ^ 3>® j*P ^3 

The two innovations [declaring the Muslims disbelievers 
and considering their property lawful] appeared when 
TJthman was killed during the turmoil, and during the 
caliphate of the Commander of the Faithful, c All b. Abl 
Talib JU The Kharijites appeared by splitting off from 
the community and declaring their blood and wealth 
lawful, until the Commander of the Faithful, c All b. Abl 
Talib fought against them — following the command of 
the Prophet 0. Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal said, ‘The hadith 
about them is authentic from ten different angles [chains 
of narration]’. These [hadith reports] were narrated 
by Muslim b. al-Hajjaj in his Sahlh collection, and al- 
Bukharl narrated a portion of them. The Companions 
were in unanimous agreement that the Kharijites were 
to be fought; to the point that Ibn ‘Umar . . . said on 

1 Ibn Taymiyya, al-Nubuwwat, p. 2.2.2.. 
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his deathbed, ‘I regret nothing save that I did not fight 
with c All against the rebellious faction’. By that he meant 
the Kharijites. . . . [H]e only meant the ones who ‘passed 
through’ [mariqa], about whom the Prophet 0 said, ‘A 
group will pass through [tamruq] during a time in which 
people are disunited; the closest of the two groups to the 
truth will fight against them’. This is what Abu SaTd 
narrated. Hence, when the statement of the Prophet 0 
regarding the Kharijites reached Ibn ‘Umar, he felt regret 
that he did not fight against them. 1 

From all of this we can gather that people generally mistake the 
Kharijites for righteous people due to their outward appearance and 
ostensible religiosity; however, they reveal their true colours when 
they take up arms and murder harmless people. The Kharijites are 
not identified by the name ‘Kharijite’ written on their foreheads; 
they are identified as Kharijites by their barbaric actions. 

1 7. 1 Condemnation of Those Who Support the Kharijite 
Terrorists 

There are some people who have a soft spot in their hearts for the 
Kharijite terrorists. They do not consider them evil, and might 
even offer them physical, financial or moral support. Those who 
support the Kharijites are called Qa c diyya [literally, ‘the sitters’]. 
Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI said, 

‘The Qacdiyya are a folk from the Kharijites who held 
the beliefs of the latter but would only justify rebellion, 
without actually participating in it’. 2 

Elsewhere he wrote, 

c/tl ^ 


1 Ibid., pp. zzz-2.2.3. 

2 Ibn Hajar al- Asqalanl, Fath al-Ban, 1:431. 
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jjLLSl Oxtail tjilkf 013 

.u£Ji 5jJ2>Uj jUi^l ^jip 

‘The Kharijites are those who censured ‘All because of 
the act of arbitration, and disavowed themselves from him 
and ‘Uthman and his family and fought against them. 

If their charge of disbelief is general [to everyone except 
them], they are considered of the extreme [Kharijites]. 

The Qa c diyya justify rebelling against the Muslim 
governments but do not participate in it directly’. 1 

In Tahdhib al-tahdhlb , he said, 

tOj?db OjJj IjjlS" 

djijjjj ((t-gdy J! djP4jj tSillsJl 

‘The Qa c diyya are Kharijites who do not believe in waging 
war; rather, they censure the unjust rulers according to 
their ability, invite others to their belief, and in addition 
to that, they beautify and justify rebellion [through 
religious garbs]’. 2 

In general, the Qa^diyya do not openly express their views. 
They work behind the scenes and support those who rebel. They 
sow the seeds of dissension, disruption and strife in the hearts 
of people, which is especially dangerous when conducted by one 
who is eloquent and who mixes his speech with references to the 
Sunna. 

17.2 An Important Juristic Issue: Labelling the 
Terrorists as Kharijites is Based on the Qur’an and 
Sunna, Not Independent Reasoning [IjtihAd] 

Our judgement that the terrorists of today are Kharijites is not 
based on independent reasoning; rather, it is based on the Qur’an 


1 Ibid., 1:459. 

2 Ibn Hajar al-‘AsqalanI, Tahdhib al-tahdhlb , 8:114. 
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and the Sunna. The Kharijites are not merely the sect of old that 
rebelled against our master, c All Certainly, they were their 
vanguard, but, as we have mentioned, the tribulation of the 
Kharijites has emerged time and time again, and will continue to 
emerge until the appearance of the Anti-Christ. 

According to Sharlk b. Shihab JG the Messenger of God Jl said 
about the Kharijites, 

‘They shall continue to appear until the last of them 
appears with the Anti-Christ [al-Dajjal]; so you should 
kill them when you encounter them [in the battlefield]. 

They are the most evil of the creation ’. 1 

Similarly, Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal and Imam Ibn Abl Shayba 
narrated, 

liU pu J&- byr’yd 'i 

.ifefo UgJtd .SldAilj p> .(Hi VgJvl 

‘They will not cease to emerge, until the last group of 
them emerges [with the Anti-Christ]; so you should kill 
them when you encounter them [in the battlefield]. They 
are the most evil of creation’. He repeated these words 
three times . 2 

And Imam al-Hakim narrated a hadith report with these words, 
.UtAi ill?- IjJl! byr^yu dJJlJj 

1 Narrated by al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: Kitab tahnm al-dam [The Book on the 
Prohibition of Bloodshed], chapter: ‘Regarding the One Who Unsheathes His 
Sword and Wields it amongst People’, 7:119 §4103; al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan al- 
kubra, 2:312 §3566; al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 9:294 §3846; and al-TayalisI in 
al-Musnad, 1:124 §923. 

2 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad , 4:421 §19798; Ibn Abl 
Shayba in al-Musannaf, 7:559 §37917; and al-Ruyanl in al-Musnad, 2:2 6 
§766. 
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bjkfryj :Cah Jli : Jl3j ill?- Ifili .SiLiAJlj JjAAJl jt> pJ> 

‘They will not cease to emerge, until the last group of 
them comes forth [with the Anti-Christ]; so you should 
kill them when you encounter them [in the battlefield]. 
[According to Hammad, a reporter of the tradition:] 
“The Messenger of God repeated these words three 
times.” [Hammad said:] The Messenger of God H added: 
“They will not turn from their doctrine and ideology”.’ 1 

In the preceding hadith reports, the Messenger of God 0 has 
clarified that the rebels will continuously form groups and emerge 
in Muslim states and societies. The word, la yazaliina yakhrujiina, 
[they will not cease to emerge] indicate that all these groups will 
be Kharijites and will continue to appear until their last party rise 
with the Anti-Christ before the end of time. 

17.3 Summary 

This detailed discussion highlighting the signs, traits and features 
of the Kharijites proves beyond a shadow of a doubt that the 
modern-day terrorists are their contemporary embodiment. It is, 
therefore, our religious and national duty to expose them who 
they are and detail the threat they pose to peace and coexistence. 

Although they mask themselves with the garb of religion, we 
should not be fooled, for their mischief and evil show us who they 
really are. They have no connection with Islam, no matter what 
religious trappings they take on. They are outside of the fold of 
Islam and have passed through it just as an arrow passes through 
a hunted game; their criminal acts cannot be associated with Islam 
or the Muslims. 

Both the early and latter-day Islamic scholars have unanimously 
agreed that — in the light of the Qur’anic verses and hadith 
reports — the Kharijite terrorists have nothing to do with Islam. 
Traditional Islamic teachings hold that such people are rebels 


1 Narrated by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2:160 §2647; and al-Haythaml in 
Majma c al-Zawa'id, 6:229. 
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and that it is the duty of the state to eliminate them. Having said 
that, a word of caution must be mentioned: the duty of removing 
the Kharijite cancer from society is the responsibility of the state 
alone. Vigilantism is not allowed in the Islamic Sacred Law. No 
individual or private band of citizens is allowed to take up arms 
against terrorists with the intention of eliminating them and 
restoring peace in society. Such a venture will inevitably lead to 
more harm than good and bring about drastic consequences. 

The Messenger of God foretold the perpetual emergence 
and rising of Kharijites in every era in the form of well-organized 
militant groups to put the Muslims on alert, and so that they 
might recognize them. The Muslims should not be mistaken by 
their guised faces and appearances, slogans and high claims on 
Shariah. Simultaneously, he declared that the state must come into 
action to eliminate them, in order to save the peaceful community 
from their terror, bloodshed and plunder. That is the reason 
why the Companions ^ joined our master c All to uproot the 
terrorists, the Kharijites, at state level and founded a tradition for 
the coming generations. 
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1 8. 1 The Peaceful Method of Struggle in the Muslim 
State 

In this fatwa we have proven that it is impermissible to rebel against 
the Muslim state, even if its rulers are corrupt and oppressive. 
Certain questions naturally arise: What should Muslims do to 
counter the oppression and cruelty of the rulers? Should the 
rulers have free reign to do what they like? Should the followers 
of truth sit back idly as silent spectators? If not, then what are 
their responsibilities in those circumstances? If Islam disapproves 
of armed rebellion and, at the same time, condemns silence in the 
face of oppression, what options are available for the citizens of 
the Muslim state to bring about change? 

18.2 The Qur’Anic Command to Enjoin the Good and 
Forbid the Evil 

In Islamic terminology, the act of promoting good and preventing 
wrong is called ‘enjoining the good and forbidding the evil’ [al-amr 
bi al-ma c ruf wa al-nahi c an al-munkar ]. This religiously mandated 
act is to be applied at the individual and governmental levels. 

In the Qur’an, God has commanded the believers to enjoin 
the good and forbid the evil. The importance of this command is 
reflected in the verse of the Qur’an where it is listed amongst the 
qualities of ‘the balanced Umma 

JC- 3 1 <U1 _£> pz&y 

‘ You are the best nation raised up for mankind ; you 
enjoin the good and forbid the evil’. 1 

Elsewhere, God says, 

Jc- djJiU sX. Jjl g.'aT 


1 Qur’an 3:110. 
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‘ And the believing men and women are allies to one 
another; they enjoin the good and forbid the evil V 

Although this responsibility falls on individuals in an Islamic 
society, we must bear in mind that isolated, individual efforts to 
change wrongs committed by the government are often without 
much effect. Efforts to bring change and reform in society should 
ideally be collective, which is why organized grassroot movements 
are justified in Islamic law. 

18.3 The Collective Effort to Enjoin the Good and 
Forbid the Evil 

The effort to enjoin the good and forbid the evil is both an 
individual and collective endeavour. God says in the Qur’an, 

•jt- JJx . Jl bjf’X) <Ul y 

y 1 jfA dJidjij 

‘ And let their arise amongst you a group that invites to 
good and enjoins what is right and forbids what is wrong. 

And it is they who are the successful’ A 

This verse informs us that enjoining the good and forbidding 
the evil on the collective level contributes to its effectiveness, 
productivity and benefit. This is in fulfilment of the Qur’anic 
command: 

Ijjjui 'jj dsjisKj jjl \jjj\jujf 

‘And help one another with piety and righteousness, and 
do not help one another with sin and transgression’ A 


1 Ibid., 9:71. 
z Ibid., 3:104. 

3 Ibid., 5:z. 
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18.4 Hadith Reports Concerning the Act of Enjoining 
the Good and Forbidding the Evil 

The prophetic traditions speak of the importance of enjoining 
the good and forbidding the evil, and the dire consequences of 
neglecting them. Hudhayfa reported that the Messenger of God 

0 said, 

SjUj-J duj 4 lfti ^9 Jjj-JJl Slrf 

‘The tribulations a man faces with regard to his family, 
wealth and neighbours are expiated by prayer, charity 
and the act of enjoining the good and forbidding the 
evil’. 1 2 

Hudhayfa also reported that the Prophet 0 said, 

v^Juj oi jSGjJ ji jt ■ ojg’r.ij cjjjjwib opid cfdiij 

til; bUP 

‘By the One in whose Hand rests my soul, you must 
surely enjoin the good and forbid the evil, otherwise it 
is expected that God will send against you a punishment 
from Him, and then you will supplicate Him but will not 
be answered’. 2, 

c Abd al-Rahman b. al- c Ala’ al-Hadraml said, ‘Someone 
informed me that he heard the Messenger of God 0 say, 

1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Kitab al-manaqib [The Book of Exemplary 
Virtues], chapter: ‘The Signs of Prophethood in Islam’, 3:1314 §3393; and 
Muslim in al-Sahih : Kitab al-fitan wa ashrat al-sa a [The Book of Tribulations 
and the Portents of the Final Hour], chapter: ‘Regarding the Tribulations That 
Will Descend Like a Crashing Wave’, 4 :zzi 8 §z88y. 

2 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the Act of Enjoining the Good and 
Forbidding the Evil’, 4:468 §zt 69; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The 
Book of Tribulation], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 
z:i3Z7 §4004; and Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 5:391 §2.3375. 
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ji; tljia/u Uji 5l 

“Indeed, from my Umma there are a folk who shall 
receive rewards equivalent to the rewards of the early 
ones [my Companions] — they forbid the evil”.’ 1 * 

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of God Jl said, 

.ft ^Ai 

‘You must surely enjoin the good and forbid the evil, 
otherwise God will cause the evil ones in your midst to 
gain authority over you, and then the best of you will 
supplicate but you will not be answered’/ 

Anas b. Malik ^ said, 

J&- Jl- ;4j 'J*ju J&- ^ till Jj4j b :dii 

IJ^jIj tAlS* <b IjliAi Olj lj_ji <i3ll Jj4j 

.415" (J j^UJl 

‘We said, “O Messenger of God! We shall abstain from 
enjoining the good until we act on it ourselves, and we 
shall abstain from forbidding the evil until we also turn 
away from it”. He replied, “No. Rather, you should 
enjoin the good, even if you do not act upon it entirely, 
and you should forbid the evil, even if you do not turn 
away from it entirely”.’ 3 

The aforementioned traditions inform us of the significance 
and importance of enjoining the good and forbidding the evil. This 

1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:62 §16643; an d 5=375 

§23299; and al-Haythaml in Majma al-zawaHd, 7:261, 271. 
z Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-awsat, 2:99 §1379; Ibn Abl Shayba 
in al-Musannaf, 7:460 §37221; al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 1:292-293 §188; and 
Abu Ya c la in al-Musnad, 8:313 §6916. 

3 Narrated by al-Tabaranl in al-Mu jam al-awsat, 6:365 §6628; al-Bayhaql in 
Shu c ab al-Iman, 6:89 §7570; and al-Haythaml in Majma c al-zawaHd, 7:277. 
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praiseworthy act expiates sins, removes tribulations from our lives 
and serves as a shield against Divine wrath. If we take account of 
ourselves and our current predicament, we will see that we are 
suffering the consequences of our neglect of this righteous act. 
Our prayers go unanswered, natural disasters and calamities are 
increasing and lawlessness, murder, corruption and unemployment 
are on the rise. In short, there is not a single tribulation that has 
not engulfed us. 

18.5 The Three Levels of Forbidding the Evil 

The Prophet 0 , has described to us three levels in the act of 
forbidding evil. Abu SaTd reported that the Prophet said, 

‘Whoever amongst you witnesses an evil, let him reform 
it [practically] with his hand; if he is unable, then [let 
him denounce it] verbally; and if he is unable, then [let 
him abhor it] in his heart — and that is the weakest form 
of faith’. 1 

This hadith delineates three methods of condemning evil: through 
the hand, the tongue and the heart. This means that one should 
take practical steps to remove evil, speak out about it and detest 
it in his or her heart. Each of these three ways is a peaceful means 
of change. To forbid evil with one’s hands is to struggle against it 

1 Narrated by Muslim in al-Sahih: Kitab al-Iman [The Book of Faith], chapter: 
‘The Act of Forbidding Evil is a Part of Faith’, 1:69 §49; al-Tirmidhl in al- 
Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], chapter: ‘What Has Come to 
Us Concerning the Interpretation of Forbidding Evil with the Hand, Tongue and 
Heart’, 4:469 §2172.; Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-malahim [The Book of 
Tumultuous Battles], chapter: ‘On Commanding and Forbidding’, 4:123 §4340; 
al-Nasa’I in al-Sunan: Kitab al-Iman wa al-shara'fuhu [The Book of Faith and 
its Revealed Laws], chapter: ‘The Varying Ranks of the Faithful’, 8:111 §5008; 
Ibn Majah in al-Sunan: Kitab iqamat al-salat wa al-Sunna fib a [The Book of 
Establishing the Prayer and the Sunna Therein], chapter: ‘What Has Come to 
Us Concerning the Ritual prayer of Two Eids’, 1:406 §1275. 
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in the physical realm; but it must be free of violence because good 
cannot be forced on others through oppression, as God says, 

< 0 *^ J ?> 

‘There is no compulsion in religion '. 1 

The command to physically forbid evil is communally obligatory 
upon those who are able; otherwise, the believers are ordered to 
denounce it verbally, and if that is not possible, they must at least 
detest it in their hearts. What is encompassed in the definition of 
evil? Here, people have restricted its usage to a more literal and 
limited sense. The fact remains that evil also includes domestic 
violence against women and deprivation of their rights, as well 
as every form of corruption, disruption, violence, violation of 
human rights, nepotism, and promotion of what is forbidden in 
the Islamic Sacred Law. 

1 8.6 The Meaning of Forbidding Evil Physically 

Imagine a society in which evil is widespread and the command to 
forbid it by hand is interpreted as the use of physical force. Every 
individual and group would have their own conception of good 
and begin imposing it on others. Such a situation would create 
unrest, lawlessness and violence. Furthermore, if ‘forbidding the 
evil’ is carried out by means of firearms and explosives, civil war 
will occur and more evil will spread. 

How can the Islamic faith, which does not permit Muslims to 
take up arms and revolt against corrupt rulers for the sake of 
social justice and peace, allow the use of violence to prevent evil? 
Hence, for the common citizen, forbidding the evil is done through 
practical, non-violent means according to his or her ability. 

If preventing evil means eradicating it by using physical force, 
then it becomes the responsibility of the government to undertake 
its execution. The government is the only entity vested with the 
authority to use force in the removal of evil — this, in fact, is what 
justifies its existence in the first place. God says, 


1 Qur’an 2:256. 
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'Jj's-J °\y>& c)] 

XI* aAJj jSsiiJt ^jp 

‘[The believers are those] who, if We establish their rule 
in the earth, establish the prayer, pay the Zakat, enjoin 
the good and forbid the evil. And to God belongs the 
final results of all things’.* 

18.7 Political and Democratic Struggle against 
Injustice and Oppression 

Islam seeks to establish societies based on justice and equity: 
societies in which no one encroaches on the rights of others or seeks 
to wield his or her strength, authority, wealth or status unjustly. 
It is the responsibility of a Muslim to raise his or her voice and 
speak out against the oppression and excesses of individuals or 
governments. God has enjoined the believers to expose the cruelty 
of oppressors: 

<dJl jj* sjidL 

‘God does not like the public mention of evil except by 
the one who has been wronged. And God is All-Hearing, 
All-Knowing’ A 

As Muslims, we are urged to voice our protest against oppression 
and injustice. In fact, declaring a word of justice in the presence 
of an oppressive ruler is considered the highest form of jihad. Abu 
SaTd al-Khudrl reported that the Messenger of God said, 

. jfer qiklw jup Jop UfS" |*iapf jfi 6l 

‘Indeed, from the greatest forms of jihad is a just word 
spoken before a tyrannical ruler ’. 1 * 3 


1 Ibid., 22:41. 

z Ibid., 4:148. 

3 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the Fact That the Best Jihad is a 
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In a narration from Abu Dawud, the word ‘tyrannical emir’ is 
used in place of ‘tyrannical ruler’. 1 The Prophet HI forbade the 
believers from concealing the truth out of fear. Abu SaTd al- 
Khudrl reported that the Messenger of God H said, 

lil JpV ^ ’ll 

‘Let not any man shrink from saying the truth out of fear 
of people if he knows it’. 2 

The Prophet 0 also warned people from abandoning the duty of 
forbidding the evil when they are capable, 

*$! ^ j*i dj it ^ p qj 3 jfi U 

.oil*) <Ua 4J1I £)l J 

‘There is no nation in which acts of disobedience are 
committed but they do not stop them, even though they 
are able, save that it is expected that God will cover them 
all with a punishment’. 3 

‘Adi b. Hatim reported that the Messenger of God HI said, 
pbj iL£j\j4jjp jLj jSCUL 'jjJ Jj&- J**j &«uh 

,<UUhj sXsiAJi iiil oJtP ijJbti tits ,sj a 5J2LJ Jjjill 


Just Word before a Tyrannical Ruler’, 4:471 §2.174. 

1 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-malahim [The Book of 
Tumultuous Battles], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 
4:124 §4344. 

2 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘What Idas Been Reported Regarding the Prophet $jt Informing His 
Companions of All That Would Occur until the Day of Resurrection’, 4:483 
§2191; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], chapter: 
‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 2:1328 §4007; and Ahmad b. 
Hanbal in al-Musnad, 3:5 §11030. 

3 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-malahim [The Book of 
Tumultuous Battles], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 
4:122 §4338; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], 
chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 2:1329 §4009; and 
Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:364 §19250. 
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‘Indeed, God does not punish all for the actions of the 
few until the former witness evil in their midst and fail to 
stop it even though they are able. When that occurs, God 
shall punish them collectively: the few and the many’. 1 

Abu Bakr al-Siddlq said, 

jjjJt aX& 5 j ijJLi L$jt U 

,<uU*J lull ■ 0! SjJSsL 

‘O people! Surely, you all read the verse, “O you who 
believe! Take care of your own selves. If you are guided, 
then no one who is astray can harm you ” [Qur’an 5:105]. 
Indeed, we heard the Messenger of God Jl say, “It is to be 
expected that if a people witness evil but do not censure 
it, God will cover them all with His punishment”.’ 2 

Jarir reported that the Messenger of God 0 . said, 

\yjju td J* t)jj oAj pfcb yjj i ^ j* U 

.\yjXt <M J4i jfi *!l] 

‘There are no people in the midst of whom a man does 
acts of disobedience, and they have the ability to stop 
him, but do not, except that God will afflict them with a 
punishment before they die’. 3 


1 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:192; Malik in al-Muwatta: 
Kitab al-kalam [The Book of Speech], chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us 
Concerning the Punishment of All for the Acts of the Few’, 2:991 §1799; and 
al-Tabaranl in al-Mu c jam al-kabir, 17:139. 

2 Narrated by Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad , 1:2 §1. 

3 Narrated by Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Kitab al-malahim [The Book of 
Tumultuous Battles], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 
4:122 §4339; Ibn Majah in al-Sunan : Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], 
chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 2:1329 §4009; and 
Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 4:364; Ibn Hibban in al-Sahih, 1:536 §300; 
and al-Tabaranl in al-Mu'jam al-kabir, 2:332 §2382. 
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Abu c Ubayda & reported that the Messenger of God 0 said, 
c-Jih «\>1 tSji UJ ^4?'^! ^1 

opa9 .dalJb-J <ULS'’( OjSo 01 <cU t£lj U 4*1 »j *J *uh Oil" tils ,<up 

Or? bj^ •iTjall ^9 JjJj cjis** 

IJA9 I^SlSj Iji.'igg' Uj dJJlj £jl J~#3 ijli 

U <CJ] Jjjl UJ aIiI; Ojiaji Ijiti" jlj I :jIj i ^£?- 

Jsp- :Jlii tU^si ill JlSjj : d^ . 4 b t gA IJ«sS" 

• l>? Jpd' ^ (4^' ^ ^ 

‘When shortcomings befell the Children of Israel, a man 
would witness his brother committing a sin and forbid 
him from it, but the sin he saw from him would not 
prevent him from eating, drinking and mingling with him 
the next day. As a result, God afflicted them with hatred, 
and the Qur'an revealed about them: “ Cursed were those 
who disbelieved amongst the Children of Israel by the 
tongue of David and Jesus the son of Mary. That was 
because they disobeyed and continually transgressed. . . . 
If only they had believed in God and the Prophet and what 
was revealed to him, they would not have taken them as 
protecting friends; but many of them are corrupt”.’ Abu 
TJbayda added, ‘The Messenger of God 0 was reclining, 
and then he sat up and said, “No [you cannot escape the 
same fate] until you hold the hand of the oppressor and 
prevent him and lead him to the truth!”.’ 1 

Al-Nu c man b. Bashir <0 reported that the Prophet 0 said, 


1 Narrated by al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab tafsir al-Qur’an [The Book of 
Qur anic Exegesis], chapter: ‘From Siira al-Ma'ida’, 5:252 §3048; Abu Dawud 
in al-Sunan: Kitab al-malahim [The Book of Tumultuous Battles], chapter: 
‘Enjoining the Good and Forbidding the Evil’, 4:121 §4336; Ibn Majah in al- 
Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulation], chapter: ‘Enjoining the Good 
and Forbidding the Evil’, 2:1327 §4006; and al-Tabaranl in al-Mujam al-kablr, 
10:146 §10268, and al-Mujam al-awsat, 1:166 §519. 
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jLei AclAw l&s® jjf'jl'j <&' ^ j»JlAh 

jjjJl ^Js- tuib djjAj IgliLil csdjl && .U^ApI ^ jUpj 

U PjJUii «jjU .jilffiJl Jj& 1 jiii J*?si 1 A 0 U jl^-U .4; IjiSsi U^Ap! ^ 

v.t.g—A.il 9j^sj' 4j*b ,_glp 'jAAl l) 19 . tUll ^ Aj SIj ^ j*Jjil3 :JlS 
.^igi.b.inil IjSslalj 4 jSs 1 a! sjSy? dij 

‘The likeness of the one who is lax in applying the 
prescribed limits of God and the one who transgresses 
against them is like that of a people who cast lots in 
boarding a ship. A group of them go to the lower deck 
and some of them stay on the upper deck. When those 
in the lower deck want water, one of them goes to the 
occupants of the upper deck until they are annoyed by 
him. He then starts to punch a hole in the lower deck [for 
water], and those of the upper deck go to him and ask, 
“What is wrong with you?” He replies, “I was annoying 
you, but I must have water!” If they take him by his hand 
and stop him they will save him and themselves, but if 
they leave him they will destroy him and themselves ’. 1 

Since exposing the injustice and oppression of the rulers is an 
important responsibility on the Muslims, and since it must be 
peaceful and democratic, there are a number of ways in which it 
may be done in contemporary times: 

• Using one’s freedom of expression and denouncing oppression 

• Speaking out against evil through books, literature and other 
forms of media 

• Protesting against violations of human rights through peaceful 
demonstrations and rallies 


1 Narrated by al-Bukharl in al-Sahih: Kitab al-shahadat [The Book of 
Testimonies], chapter: ‘On the Drawing of Lots for Resolving Problems’, 2:954 
§2540; al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Kitab al-fitan [The Book of Tribulations], 
chapter: ‘What Has Come to Us Concerning the Act of Changing Wrongs with 
the Hand, Tongue or Heart’, 4:470 §2173; Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 
4:270; and al-Bazzar in al-Musnad , 8:238 §3298. 
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• Organizing conferences and workshops that highlight political 
injustice 

• Awakening the collective consciousness through speeches, 
writings and public consensus building 

• Struggling at the political level to bring change to the 
government through constitutional and democratic means — 
sometimes these efforts become obligatory at the individual 
and organizational levels, and any failure to meet the challenge 
becomes an invitation to God’s wrath 

• Raising one’s voice at the floor of parliament, calling for the rule 
of law and the granting of basic necessities and demanding the 
protection of human rights and the eradication of oppression 
and violence 

1 8. 8 Muslims Living in Non-Muslim Countries 

Muslims who live in non-Muslim countries — whether as refugees, 
natural born citizens, permanent residents or students living there 
temporarily — are all duty-bound to obey the laws of the land (as 
long as the laws do not entail disobedience to God) and contribute 
positively to society at large. It is forbidden to violate the law, 
foment sedition or otherwise harm peaceful citizens. 

We have the best example in the lives of the Prophet’s 
Companions, who, at the Prophet’s order 0, immigrated to 
Christian Abyssinia (present-day Ethiopia) and enjoyed the 
support of its ruler, the Negus. God revealed in the Qur’an, 

’JrHj uJaJi ^3 IjiUs U jJu j- 3 

‘And to those who migrated from their homes in the 
cause of God, after suffering oppression, We shall surely 
give a goodly home in this world; but the reward of the 
Hereafter will be even greater’ A 

Imam al-Qurtubl commented on this verse in his exegesis: ‘Qatada 
said, “They are the Companions of Muhammad 0. The pagans of 

1 Qur’an 16:41. 
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Mecca wronged them and expelled them, until a group of them 
reached Abyssinia, then God Most High granted them an abode of 
migration and gave them helpers amongst the believers ”.’ 1 

In another verse related to the Companions’ immigration to 
Abyssinia, God said, 

‘O My servants who have believed! Indeed, My earth is 
vast so worship Me ’. 2 

Ibn Kathlr commented: 

This is a command from God Most High to His believing 
servants that they emigrate from the land in which they 
are unable to practise the religion to God’s spacious earth, 
so they will be able to exercise the religion freely ... so 
when the disenfranchised in Mecca found their stay there 
difficult, then immigrated to the land of Abyssinia so 
they could practise their religion in safety. And so, they 
found a most gracious host, the Negus, King of Ethiopia, 
may God Most High have mercy upon him . 3 

Umm Salama % said, 

‘When we arrived in Abyssinia, we were in the company of 
the best neighbour — the Negus! He granted us protection, 
allowing us to practise our religion, and we worshipped 
God Most High unharmed ’. 4 

In a narration in Ibn Ishaq’s biography of the Prophet H, it is 
mentioned that Abyssinia was chosen as a place of immigration 
because it was a land of truthfulness, and its King oppressed 


1 Muhammad al-Qurtubl, al-Jami li ahkam al-Qur'an, 10:107. 

2 Qur’an 29:56. 

3 Ibn Kathlr, Tafsir al-Qur'an al-Agim, 2:571. 

4 Ibn Hisham, al-STra, 1:413. 
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no one. 1 Ibn Hisham reported with a fully connected chain of 
narration from Zuhrl that Umm Salama % said, 

By God! We were upon that [peace and security] until a 
person from the Ethiopians challenged his kingdom. By 
God! I don’t think we were ever as saddened as we were 
that day, fearing that this person might defeat the Negus 
and come to power, not acknowledging our rights as the 
Negus did. The Negus went out to meet him in battle 
whilst between them was the Nile. The Companions of 
the Messenger of God Jl said, ‘Which man amongst us is 
willing to go out to witness the battle and then tell us the 
news?’ Al-Zubayr b. al- c Awam said, ‘I will’, whereupon 
they said, ‘Then it is you’, and he was the youngest of 
them. They blew into a waterskin for him and he placed 
it on his chest. He then swam on it towards the place 
off of the Nile where the battle was taking place until 
he reached it. We then prayed to God Most High for the 
Negus, that he achieve victory over his enemy and gain 
authority in his land. By God! As we were expecting the 
outcome, suddenly, al-Zubayr raced towards us with 
[water] glistening off of his garments, saying, ‘Shall I not 
give you all the good news? The Negus was victorious 
and God destroyed his enemy and gave him authority in 
his land!’ By God! I don’t think we were ever as delighted 
as we were on that day. 2. 

This amazing narration teaches us many important lessons. We 
learn that Islam does not teach us a binary, black-or-white view of 
things, where others are either completely ‘good’ and ‘Islamic’ or 
completely ‘bad’ and ‘un-Islamic’. At the time of the Companions’ 
immigration to Abyssinia, the Negus was not a Muslim, yet the 
Companions had no problems describing him positively. We 
also learn the importance of living in an environment of peace 
and security for the proper practice of our religion — even if 

1 Ibid., 1:397. 

2 Ibid., 1:376. 
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that environment is not one hundred per cent ‘Islamic’ in every 
way. Most importantly, we learn from this story that it is from 
the etiquette of Islam to pray for the well-being and continued 
temporal authority of just rulers, whether they are Muslims or 
non-Muslims. In the contemporary context, this can include voting 
for a non-Muslim candidate that stands for justice or is, at least, 
better amongst others. Praying for the victory of a non-Muslim 
ruler is no different from voting him or her into office — both are 
permissible means, contrary to the claims of the Kharijites who 
claim that voting is polytheism that expels one from the religion. 

18.9 Conclusion 

I ask God Most High to make this fatwa a source of clarity and 
guidance for all of humanity. I pray that God, through the means 
of this fatwa, opens the eyes of the confused, establishes the proof 
against the corrupt and makes it a positive step in eliminating the 
scourge of terrorism that plagues our lands. And my final prayer 
is: All praise belongs to God, the Lord of the worlds, and may 
blessings and salutations be upon our master Muhammad, and 
upon his family, Companions and all who follow his excellent 
example until the Last Day. Amen. 
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c Abd al-Haqq al-Dihlawi 

c Abd al-Haqq ‘Muhaddith’ al-Dihlawi (d. 1052 ah), of Dehli, 
India. Al-Dihlawi settled in Mecca and studied hadith traditions 
and jurisprudence, and later settled in India, where he taught for 
over half a century and wrote over one hundred works. 

c Abd al-RahmAn AL-jAZlRl 

c Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad c Awad al-jazlrl (d. 1941), born 
on the Egyptian island of Shandawll in 1882 and educated at al- 
Azhar. He is the author of a contemporary and encyclopaedic 
work in comparative jurisprudence. 

c Abd al-RahmAn MubArakpurI 

c Abd al-Rahman b. Hafiz c Abd al-Rahlm Mubarakpurl, the famous 
Ahl al-Hadith scholar of India (d. 1353 ah). He is the author of a 
commentary on the Sunan collection of Imam al-Tirmidhl, Tuhfat 
al-ahwadhi. 

Ibn Hajar al- c AsqalAni 

Shihab al-Dln Abu al-Fadl Ahmad b. Hajar al- c AsqalanI (d. 852 
ah), known as ‘ al-Hafiz ’ [the Hadith Master], Ibn Hajar is a Shafi c I 
jurist, hadith scholar and author of the most famous and relied 
upon commentary of Sahib al-Bukhan , Fath al-Bari. He was given 
the title ‘the Leader of the Faithful in Hadith’. 

Abu Bakr al-SiddIq ^ 

Abu Bakr b. Abl Quhafa al-Tayml, better known as Abu Bakr 
al-Siddlq [the Veracious] (d. 13 ah). A small trader of Mecca and 
the Prophet’s closest Companion, he accompanied the Prophet 0 
during his migration to Medina, and after his passing became the 
first of the four Rightly Guided Caliphs. 
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Abu Bakr Ibn al- c Arabi 

Abu Bakr Ibn al- c Arabl (d. 543 ah), a Spanish scholar of hadith 
and Malikl jurisprudence. Ibn al- c Arabl wrote an acclaimed 
commentary on the Sunan collection of Imam al-Tirmidhl. 

Abu DAwUd al-SijistAnI 

Sulayman b. al-AslTab b. Ishaq (d. 275 ah), the ShafiT scholar and 
hadith master. He is the compiler of al-Sunan , one of the famous 
canonical hadith collections, better known as Sunan Abi Dawiid. 

AbU Hamid al-GhazAli 

Abu Hamid al-Ghazall al-TusI (d. 505 ah), the famous Persian 
polymath, and author of the highly acclaimed magnum opus, The 
Revival of the Religious Sciences ( Ihya ’ c ulum al-dm). Al-Ghazall 
was considered an authority in ShafiT jurisprudence, philosophy, 
theology and mysticism. 

AbU HanIfa 

Nu‘man b. Thabit, known by his agnomen ‘Abu Hanlfa’ (d. 148 
ah), was the founder of the Hanafl school of jurisprudence. The 
Hanafl school has the largest number of followers in the Muslim 
world, with its influence stretching from Egypt, Turkey, the 
Levant, Iraq, Transoxiana and the Indian Subcontinent. 

AbU al-Hasan al-MAwardI 

Ahmad b. ‘All b. Habib al-Mawardl (d. 450 ah), a scholar of the 
ShafiT school who served as a judge in several districts of Iraq. 
He is best known for his books al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya on Islamic 
governance, and Adab al-dunya wa al-din on ethics. 

AbU Hurayra fm, 

Abu Hurayra al-DawsI al-Yamanl (d. 58 ah). One of the most 
copious and knowledgeable hadith narrators. It is reported 
that once Abu Hurayra complained to the Prophet 0 , about his 
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forgetfulness, whereupon the Prophet 0 placed his hand on 
his chest and supplicated, asking God to grant him a powerful 
memory. 

Abu Ishaq al-ShAtibI 

Ibrahim b. Musa b. Muhammad al-Shatibl (d. 790 ah), the famous 
Malikl legal theorist. He is best known for his groundbreaking 
work on the ‘objectives of the Shariah’ ( Maqasid al-sharfa), al- 
Muwafaqat. 

Abu Ja c far al-TahAwI 

Ahmad b. Muhammad, better known as Abu Ja c far (d. 32.1 ah). 
A nephew of the early ShafiT jurist, al-Muzanl, al-TahawI later 
switched to the Hanafl school and was known for his mastery 
of hadith. His famous book of creed, The Creed of TahawJ , 
represents one of the earliest formulations of Sunni doctrine, and 
is still studied to this day. 

Ahmad b. Hanbal 

Ahmad b. Hanbal al-Shaybanl (d. 241 ah), the famous hadith 
scholar after which the Hanbali school of jurisprudence is named. 
It is said that he committed over three hundred thousand hadith 
reports to memory, complete with their full chains of narration. 
The Hanbali school, the smallest of the four Sunni schools of law, 
is mostly found in the Arabian Peninsula and parts of Syria and 
Iraq. 

Ahmad al-QastalAnI 

Shihab al-Dln Ahmad b. Muhammad al-Qastalanl (d. 923 ah), 
the Egyptian historian, hadith scholar and jurist. He is the author 
of a large commentary on Sahth al-Bukhan, Irshad al-sarT and a 
famous book on the biography of the Prophet Muhammad 0 , al- 
Mawahib al-laduniyya. 
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"A'isha b. AbI Bakr ^ 

c A’isha, the daughter of Abu Bakr (d. 58 ah), also know as Bint 
al-Siddlq (the Daughter of the Veracious). She was the third and 
most beloved wife of the Prophet Due to her close relationship 
with the Prophet Muhammad she was privy to many of the 
details regarding his daily habits and sayings, and became one of 
the most knowledgeable jurists amongst the Companions. 

c AlI B. AbI Talib (§,. 

The fourth of the four Rightly Guided Caliphs, c All b. Abl Talib 
(d. 40 ah) was the cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet 0 , having 
married his daughter Fatima c All was the model of Muslim 
chivalry for the Umma and was renowned for his bravery, wisdom 
and clemency. After TJthman b. c Affan was assassinated, c All 
accepted the office of Caliph, which he held for about five years 
disturbed by rebellions. He was assassinated in Kufa by one of the 
Kharijites, who charged him with disbelief for having agreed to 
arbitration and negotiation with Mu c awiya JG 

c Alim b. al-'AlA 1 al-AndaritI 

c Alim b. al- c Ala’ al-Andarltl (d. 1398 ah), a famous Hanafi jurist 
of Central Asia and author of al-Fatawa al-tatarkhaniyya, a 
collection of legal verdicts according to the Hanafi school. 

Badr al-DIn al- c AynI 

Badr al-Dln al- c AynI (d. 855 ah), the Turkish Hanafi jurist and 
hadith scholar. Al- c AynI later settled in Egypt and wrote the 
acclaimed commentary on Sahib al-Bukhari, c Umdat al-qari. 

Ibn c AbidIn al-ShAm! 

Sayyid Muhammad Amin, better known as Ibn c Abidln al-Shaml 
(d. 1252 ah), the late Ottoman Hanafi jurist. Ibn c Abidln is the 
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author of the most authoritative late work of Hanafi jurisprudence, 
Radd al-Muhtar. 

Ibn BazzAz al-KurdarI 

Ibn Bazzaz al-Kurdarl (d. 827 ah), the famous Hanafi jurist. He 
was the author of al-Fatawa al-bazzaziyya , a collection of legal 
verdicts according to the Hanafi school of jurisprudence. 

Ibn Muflih al-HanbalI 

Shams al-Dln Ibn Muflih (d. 763 ah), an influential Hanball 
jurist who studied under Ibn Taymiyya and included his juristic 
preferences in his book, al-Furii c . 

Ibn QudAma al-MaqdisI 

Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Qudama al-MaqdisI (d. 620 ah), one of the 
famous Hanball jurists whose family emigrated from Nablus and 
settled in Damascus during the crusades. He is the author of the 
famous book al-Mughm , a multi-volume commentary on Hanball 
jurisprudence. 

Ibn Jarir al-Tabari 

Muhammad b. Jarir al-Jabarl (d. 3 to ah), an early Qur’anic 
exegete and historian. He is the author of the famous JamF al- 
bayan , a large Qur’anic exegesis that was heavily relied upon by 
other subsequent exegetes. He was also an independent scholar 
and founder of his own, no longer extant, school of jurisprudence. 

Ibn Juzayy al-Kalb! 

Muhammad b. Ahmad Ibn Juzayy al-Kalbl al-Gharnatl, the 
esteemed Malikl jurist, Qur’anic exegete and master of the 
canonical readings of the Qur’an. He is the author of al-Qawantn 
al-fiqhiyya, an early work on comparative jurisprudence. He was 
killed as a martyr in the Battle of Tarlf in the year 741 ah. 
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Ibn Taymiyya 

Abu al- c Abbas TaqI al-Dln Ibn Taymiyya al-Harranl (d. 728 ah), 
the controversial Hanball jurist and theologian. Ibn Taymiyya 
wrote a prolific number of works and was recognized for his 
scholarly output and keen memory. 

Imam Ahmad RidA KhAn 

Ahmad Rida Khan (d. 1921), the famous Indian Islamic scholar 
and reviver. Ahmad Rida Khan was an Islamic authority and 
author of over one thousand books. Millions of Muslims in the 
Indian Subcontinent affiliate themselves with his scholarly legacy 
and positions. 

Imam al-BukhAr! 

Muhammad b. IsmaTl al-Bukharl (d. 256 ah), an orphan born 
in the city of Bukhara in present-day Uzbekistan. Al-Bukharl 
is the author of al-Jami c al-sahlh (The Rigorously Authentic 
Compendium), better known as Sahth al-Bukhan, and considered 
the most authoritative and famous collection of hadith reports. 

Imam al-Haskafi 

Muhammad c Ala al-Din al-Haskafi (d. 1088 ah), the famous 
Turkish Hanafl scholar and grammarian. He is the author of al- 
Durr al-Mukhtar in Hanafl jurisprudence, which was subsequently 
explained in detail in the Ibn c Abidln’s commentary, Radd al- 
Muhtar. 

Imam al-KAsAnI 

Abu Bakr b. Mas c ud b. Ahmad al-Kasanl (d. 587 ah), an illustrious 
Hanafl j urist and student of Imam Abu Bakr al-Samarqandl. It is related 
that after he mastered his teacher’s book of Hanafl jurisprudence, al- 
Tuhfa, and wrote his extensive commentary on it, called Bada'i c al- 
sanad c , al-Samarqandl was so impressed that he married him to his 
daughter, stipulating his commentary as the dowry. 
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Imam Ibn MAjah 

Muhammad b. Yazld al-Rub c I al-QazwInl (d. 273 ah), the Persian 
hadith master and Qur’anic exegete. He is the author of al-Sunan, 
one of the canonical hadith collections. 

Imam Malik 

Malik b. Anas al-Asbahl (d. 179 ah), also known as the ‘Imam of the 
Medinites’, was the founder of the Malikl school of jurisprudence. 
The Malikl school flourishes in North Africa, sub-Saharan Africa, 
and parts of the Gulf region, such as the United Arab Emirates. 

Imam al-MarghinAnI 

Burhan al-Dln al-Marghlnanl (d. 593 ah), known as ‘Shaykh al- 
Islam’ of the Hanafis. Al-Marghlnanl was the author of the highly 
influential jurisprudence manual al-Hidaya. 

Imam Muslim 

Muslim b. al-Hajjaj al-Nlshaburl (d. 261 ah), the hadith master 
second only to his mentor, Imam al-Bukharl, in authority in the 
hadith sciences. He is the author of the famous hadith collection, 
Sahlh Muslim, which together with al-Bukharf s Sahth al-Bukharl, 
form the two most authoritative hadith collections. 

Imam al-NasAY 

Ahmad b. c All b. Shu c ayb al-Nasa’I (d. 303 ah), the Shafi‘I hadith 
scholar. He is the author of al-Sunan, one of the canonical hadith 
collections, and a compilation on the merits of c All b. Abl Talib 
JU He was martyred in Damascus, having been beaten to death by 
Kharijites for his outspoken love for ‘All b. Abl Talib. 

Imam al-Nawawi 

Muhyl al-Dln Yahya b. Sharaf al-Nawawi (d. 676 ah), the late 
Shafi‘I scholar of Damascus and author of a famous commentary 
on Sahih Muslim. His positions on legal matters within the Shafi‘1 
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school of jurisprudence are considered authoritative, and his other 
works on hadith are some of the most highly read works in the 
Muslim world. 

Imam al-SarakhsI 

Muhammad b. Ahmad al-SarkhasI (d. 490 ah) known as ‘Shams 
al-A’imma’, or the ‘Sun of the Imams’. Al-SarakhsI is the author of 
al-Mabsut, a famous commentary on Hanafl jurisprudence which 
spans thirty volumes. 

Imam al-ShAfi c I 

Muhammad b. Idris al-ShafiT (d. 204 ah), a scion of the Qurashl 
line, was the founder of the ShafiT school of jurisprudence. The 
ShafiT school flourishes in Egypt, Syria, Yemen, East Africa and 
the Malay Archipelago. 

Imam al-ShirbinI 

Muhammad Shirblnl al-Khatlb (d. 977 ah), the ShafiT jurist and 
‘teacher of teachers’. He is the author of Mughnl al-muhtaj, a 
commentary on al-NawawI’s Minhaj al-talibm, noted for its 
clarity and reliability. 

Imam al-TirmidhI 

Muhammad b. Tsa al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 ah), the hadith scholar and 
student of Imam al-Bukharl. He is the author of al-Sunan, one of 
the canonical hadith collections, and the famous and celebrated 
al-Shama'il al-Nabawiyya, a collection of reports detailing the 
personal appearance, dress, habits and daily behaviour of the 
Prophet Muhammad J&. 

Muhammad al-QurtubI 

Abu c Abd Allah Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Abl Bakr al-Qurtubi 
(d. 671 ah), the famous Qur’anic exegete and hadith scholar of 
Cordova. He is the author of al-Jami c li ahkam al-Qufan, a famous 
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exegesis that focuses on the jurisprudential points extracted from 
the Qur’an. 

MullA c AlI al-Qari 

Abu al-Hasan ‘All al-Qari al-Makkl (d. 1014 ah), the famous 
latter-day Hanafl scholar who hailed from Herat, Afghanistan, 
and settled in Mecca. He was the author of several works in Hanafl 
jurisprudence, hadith commentary and biography. 

Qadi c IyAd 

Qadi ‘Iyad b. Musa al-Yahsubl (d. 544 ah), a Maliki jurist born 
in Gibraltar. Qadi ‘Iyad later settled in Grenada and served as 
a judge (hence the name ‘Qadi’). He is the author of al-Shifa bi 
taTif huquq al-Mustafa 0 (The Healing Through Acquainting 
One with the Rights of the Chosen One 0 ), which is perhaps the 
most famous book detailing the inner and outer characteristics 
and rights of the Prophet Muhammad 0 . 

ShAh c Abd al- c Aziz al-Dihlawi 

Ghulam Halim Shah c Abd al- c Aziz ‘Muhaddith’ al-Dihlawi (d. 
1239 ah), the Indian polymath and son of polymath and reformer, 
Shah Wall Allah al-Dihlawi. Shah c Abd al-‘AzIz wrote an Urdu 
translation of the Qur’an. 

SufyAn al-ThawrI 

Sufyan b. Sa c ld al-ThawrI (d. 161 ah), a well-known scholar and 
jurist of Kufa. Al-ThawrI was an early jurist whose legal views led 
to the development of the ThawrI legal school which is no longer 
extant. He was also known for his asceticism and withdrawal 
from governmental positions. Following a dispute with the caliph 
of his time, al-ThawrI spent his final year in hiding. His legal 
opinions and hadith transmissions have survived in the works of 
other jurists, and his opinions are authoritative. 
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Taqi al-Din al-Subki 

c All b. c Abd al-Kafl b. c All b. Tamam (d. 756 ah), the Egyptian 
ShafiT scholar and hadith specialist. Al-Subki later became a judge 
in Damascus and wrote the completion (al-Takmila) of Imam al- 
Nawawl’s uncompleted work in ShafiT jurisprudence, Sharh al- 
muhadhhab. 

c Umar b. c Abd al- c AzIz dt 

‘Umar b. c Abd al- c AzIz b. Marwan (d. 101 ah), sometimes called 
‘the fifth Rightly Guided Caliph’. He was known for his piety and 
asceticism, and strictly upheld the equal rights of converts. 

c Umar b. al-KhattAb d. 

Also known as ‘Umar al-Faruq [the Discerning], ‘Umar b. al- 
Khattab (d. 2.3 ah). Initially one of the staunchest of the Prophet’s 
opponents in Mecca, ‘Umar became one of its greatest defenders. 
As the second of the four Rightly Guided Caliphs, ‘Umar 
instituted numerous policies regarding non-Muslim citizens and 
administrative duties. He was assassinated by Persians in the 
Prophet’s Mosque. 

c UthmAn b. c AffAn dk 

‘Uthman b. ‘Affan b. Abl al-‘As b. Umayya (d. 35 ah). A wealthy 
merchant in Mecca by migrating to Medina, ‘Uthman was also 
known as Dhii al-Nurayn — the man of the two lights — because 
he married two of the Prophet’s daughters: Ruqayya, and then, 
after her death, Umm Kulthum i$,. During the latter years of 
his caliphate, he was accused of nepotism, which resulted in his 
murder at the hands of a group of rebels who besieged his house 
and then stormed it, stabbing him to death as he was reading the 
Qur’an. 
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ZakariyyA al-AnsAri 

Zakariyya b. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Zakariyya (d. 926 ah), the 
hadith master, Shafi c T jurist and judge of Egypt. He was the author 
of many indispensible works on legal theory, jurisprudence and 
Sufism. 

Zayn al-DIn b. al-Nujaym 

Zayn al-Dln b. al-Nujaym (d. 970 ah), the author of al-Bahr al- 
ra’iq in Hanafl jurisprudence and called ‘the second Abu Hanlfa’. 
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torment 74 

95:3 The city of peace 36 
106:3 So they should worship 
the Lord of this Sacred 
House [the Ka c ba] 36 
106:4 Who has fed them in 
hunger and secured them 
from fear 3 6 
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A man would witness his and foolish 298, 312, 331, 

brother committing a sin 357 

and forbid him from it 408 Beware! No priest tending to 
A Muslim is not to be killed in his monastery should be 

retaliation for murdering a killed 127 

disbeliever 105 Beware of extremism in the 

A priest should not be killed religion, for that is what 

in his church 146 destroyed those before 

A woman was found slain in you 303 

one of the expeditions 121 Blood that was shed 
A word of truth by which unlawfully 73 

falsehood is intended 271, Break no promise, steal not 
297, 310 from the spoils of war and 

Abu Bakr al-Siddlq forbade do not mutilate bodies or 

people from cutting down slay children or monks 127 

fruit-bearing trees or But whoever is pleased with 

destroying buildings 137 their bad deeds and follows 

Amongst the dearest of you to them 214, 217-218 

me 52 By God, he does not truly 

Any Muslim who unjustly kills believe 42 

a non-Muslim with whom By the One besides whom 
there is a peace treaty 98 there is no other god, they 

Are the best amongst you are the Haruriyya 264 

not from the children of By what justification do you 

pagans 122 declare it lawful to kill 

Are they not the children of us and rebel against our 

the pagans 122 community and take up 

As for me, I shall not pray arms 289 

over him 88 Certainly we and you are in 

At the end of time there shall the same state as we were 

appear a folk, young in age before 288 
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Deal with people with good 
character 50-51 
Did they [the heirs of the 

killer] scare you or threaten 
you in any way 153 
Did you kill him after he 
said: ‘There is no god but 
God’ 63 

Do not act treacherously, do 
not steal the spoils of war, 
do not disfigure the dead 
bodies 102 
Do not be deceived by 
them 328 

Do not burden them [non- 
Muslim citizens] with more 
than they can bear 148- 
149 

Do not come into conflict with 
the rulers that are over 
you 209 

Do not demolish a 
church 127, 146 
Do not demolish any place 0 
worship 146 

Do not disobey [the military 
commander] or show 
cowardice 138, 146 
Do not enter the house of 
someone who has laid 
down his arms, for he is 
considered safe 133 
Do not kill a sick person or t 
monk 146 

Do not kill a young boy, a 
woman or an old man 125 
Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: 


Do not kill a young child, a 
woman or an elderly infirm 
man 137 

Do not kill an injured 
person 133 

Do not kill an old man or a 
young boy 126, 138 
Do not kill any children or old 
people or women 127 
Do not kill any feeble 
old man, or any infant 
or young child or 
woman 122-123, 125, 131 
Do not kill children 
[ivalid] 124 

Do not kill children and 
priests 102 

Do not kill those who tend to 
the monasteries 127 
Do not mutilate (anyone) 128 
Do not mutilate bodies or slay 
children or monks 127 
Do not revert as disbelievers 
after me by striking one 
another’s necks 69, 71-72 
Do not spread corruption 
in the earth and do not 
disobey orders 146 
Do not take anything without 
right 128, 129 
Eating stolen food is not any 
more lawful than eating 
carrion 138 

Even if all the inhabitants 
of the heavens and earth 
gathered together to shed 
http://www.MinhajPublications.com 
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the blood of a single 
believer 72 

Every time a generation of 
them appears it will be cut 
down 319, 378, 388 
Every violator of trusts will 
have a banner by which he 
will be known 249 
Fear God wherever you may 
be 50 

Follow up a bad deed with a 
good deed and it will efface 
it 50 

From the offspring of this 
man there shall emerge a 
folk 304, 332 
From there the horn 

[generation] of Satan shall 
rise 316 

Glad tidings of Paradise to 
those who kill them or are 
killed by them 298 
God does not observe 
your forms and your 
properties 35 
God has not permitted you 
to enter the houses of the 
People of the Book without 
permission 135 
God has prescribed spiritual 
excellence in everything 49 
God is gentle and He loves 
gentleness 53, 303 
God is Gentle and Kind and 
He loves gentleness in 
everything 53 


God Most High said, ‘My 
slave decided to hasten 
his own demise, so I made 
Paradise forbidden for 
him’ 84 

God shall torment those who 
torment others in the life of 
this world 150 

God will not accept any act 
of worship, obligatory 
or supererogatory, who 
attacks a Muslim and kills 
him 76 

God would have surely 
pulverised the rebellious 
one 198 

Hand over those of you whom 
we want 288 

He bestows for the sake 
of gentleness what He 
does not bestow due to 
harshness 53, 303 

[H]e has compatriots; and you 
will belittle your prayers 
and fasting in comparison 
to theirs 267 

He ordered [the killing of the 
Muslim killer by way of 
retribution] and he was 
killed 103 

He took a knife, sliced his 
wounded hand and died 
due to excessive blood 
loss 84 

He who believes in God and 
the Fast Day 41-42. 
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He who is untrustworthy has 
no faith 43 

He who raises arms against us 
is not from us 211-212 
He will throw himself 

down a mountain in Hell 
forever 80 

I advise my successor to fulfil 
the contract of the non- 
Muslim citizens 148 
I am most responsible of all 
for fulfilling the rights of 
those under his care 103 
I am the source of security for 
my Companions 37 
I bear witness that I am God’s 
servant and Messenger 87 
I enjoin you to fear God 138 
I forbid you from the property 
of the non-Muslim 
citizens 145 

I heard him mention a folk 
who engage in much 
worship 32.3 
I hereby command you to 
deal with the non-Muslim 
citizens in an excellent 
manner 153 
I shall plead on his [the 

latter’s] behalf on the Day 
of Resurrection 112 
I was eager to meet a man 
from the Companions so 
I could ask him about the 
Kharijites 318 


prescribed punishment 
upon her 109 

If a Muslim kills a Christian, 
he should be killed in 
retribution 104, 154 
If anyone helps in the murder 
of a believer 65 
If I were to encounter them I 
would slay them like the 
people of c Ad 332.5339- 
34°, 350, 364 
If one mountain rebelled 
against another 
mountain 198 

If one of his extremities is cut 
off 103 

If someone spends the 
night satiated while his 
neighbour is hungry, he has 
not believed in me 43 
If someone’s relative is 
killed 103 

If they are quiet we will 
overwhelm them 271 
If war booty comes your way, 
do not steal from it 126, 
244 

If you then find anything 
detestable in a ruler, you 
should hate his action 216 
If you were to kill him, 
then he would be in your 
position before you killed 
him 64 

If your neighbours say, ‘You 


I would have applied the are spiritually excellent’ 51 
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Iman is to believe in God, 

His Angels, His Books, His 
Messengers 22 
In their mutual love, mercy 
and compassion, the true 
believers are like the 
physical body 39 
Indeed, God does not punish 
all for the actions of the 
few 407 

Indeed, the ruler is a 
shield 247 

Islam is to bear witness that 
there is no god but God 22 
It [al-Ahlas] is chaos and mass 
killing 73 

It [haraj] is killing 73 
It [Ihsan] is to worship God as 
though you see Him, and if 
you don’t see Him, know 
that He sees you 23 
It is an established Sunna that 
ambassadors are not to be 
killed 101 

It is not fitting that anyone 
but the Lord of the fire 
should punish with 
fire 134 

It is not from the Sunna to 
take up arms against your 
government 202 
Killing a believer is a more 
serious matter in the sight 
of God than the destruction 
of the entire world 68 
Let not any man shrink from 


saying the truth out of 
fear of people if he knows 
it 400 

Miserliness will surface and 
tribulations will rise 73 

My Companions are a 

source of security for my 
Umma 38 

My nation shall soon fall 
prey to dissention and 
disunity 143, 333 

Najran and her allies are 
under the protection of 
God and the guarantee 
of the Messenger of God 
H 107 

No man amongst them 
[the peaceful non- 
Muslim citizens] shall 
be punished as a penalty 
for the injustice of a 
coreligionist 106 

None of you should point a 
weapon at his brother 60 

O God! Bless for us our 
Levant 316 

O Messenger of God! I passed 
through a particular 
valley 334 

O Messenger of God! What 
is the tribulation of al- 
Ahlas 73 

O Messenger of God, what is 
haraj 73 

Obedience is only in that 
which is right 82-83 
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Obey the authority that you property and their 

have challenged 288 persons 43 

One fights behind him and is The believer is to another 
protected by him 247 believer like an edifice, 

One of the bewildering aspects each part of it strengthens 

of the Kharijites is that 333 the other 39 

Otherwise God will cause The believer will consider 

the evil ones in your midst his own prayers and 

to gain authority over fasting insignificant in 

you 402 comparison to theirs [i.e., 

Prohibit the Muslims [under Kharijites] 345 

your command] from The believer will surely attain, 

oppressing them [the non- by the excellence of his 

Muslim citizens] 108 moral character 52 

Reviling a Muslim is The best jihad is a just word 

immorality, and fighting in the presence of an unjust 

him is disbelief 34 ruler 213 

Rulers will be appointed over The best of you are children of 
you 214 pagans 123 

Serve food and give the The best of your rulers are 

salutation of peace to the those whom you love and 

one whom you know 32 who love you 216 

Since when have you regarded The blood money for a Jew, 
people as your slaves, while a Christian and every non- 

their mothers gave birth to Muslim citizen is like that 

them as free men no of the Muslim 104 

So how will you deal with The blood of a servant is 

‘There is no god but inviolable 13 1 

God’ when the Day of The envious, the calumnious 

Resurrection comes? 64 and the soothsayer are not 

Someone who killed himself from me 75 

with a spear was brought The first issue that will be 
to the Prophet H but he did judged between people on 
not pray over him 88 the Day of Resurrection is 

The believer is he whom that of blood [murder] 72 

people trust with their The Hellfire is forbidden for 
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every mild-mannered and 

believers is he from whose 

even-tempered person 53 

tongue and hand the 

The injured person or prisoner 

Muslims are safe 32, 38 

should not be killed 132 

The most complete of the 

The inviolability of a 

believers in faith is is the 

believer’s property and 

finest of them in moral 

blood is greater in the sight 

character 39 

of God than 40, 43, 59 

The Muslim is he from whose 

The Kharijites are the dogs of 

tongue and hand the 

Hell 242 

Muslims are safe 26,31, 

The Kharijites used to invite 

366 

me to their way until I 

The Muslim is the brother of 

almost joined them 322 

his fellow Muslim 33 

The likeness of the one 

The Muslim’s blood, property 

who is lax in applying 

and honour are forbidden 

the prescribed limits of 

for the other Muslim 33 

God 409 

The non-Muslim citizens pay 

The Messenger of God 

the tax so that their blood 

J§, came to Khaybar at 

and property should be as 

night 133 

inviolable as ours 108, 114 

The Messenger of God 

The one from whose tongue 

H forbade taking the 

and hand all people are 

wealth of the non-Muslim 

safe 35 

citizens 145 

The one from whose tongue 

The Messenger of God H 

and hand the Muslims are 

forbade that an unsheathed 

safe 31 

sword be handed to 

The one who commits suicide 

someone else 61 

will go to Hell 79 

The Messenger of God H 

The one who flees should not 

forbade the killing of 

be pursued 132, 327 

women and children 121, 

The one who is killed by 

124-125 

them is the best person 

The Messenger of God 

killed 349 

J§, mentioned the 

The only thing I fear for you 

Kharijites 299, 326 

is a man who recites the 

The most complete of the 

Qur’an until you see its 
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beauty upon him 204 
The passing away of the entire 
world is less in the sight of 
God than the murder of a 
single Muslim 68 
The passing away of the 

whole world is lighter than 
unjustly shedding the blood 
of a human being 69 
The people used to ask the 
Messenger of God Jl. about 
the good 201 
The property of the non- 
Muslim citizens is not 
lawful to you 144 
The Prophet saw an anthill 
that was burned and 
declared 134 

The stars are the source of 
security for the heavens 37 
The tribulation shall appear 
from here [and he pointed 
to the east] 316 
The tribulations a man 
faces with regards to his 
family 401 

The true believer [mu'min\ is 
he whom people trust with 
regard to their blood and 
their properties 41 
The true believer is not a 
defamer, or curser or one 
given to vulgarities and 
obscenities 40 

Their faith will not pass their 
throats 345 


Their prayers will not pass 
their throats 346 
Their slogans and pretentious 
talks will be better than 
others’ and moving 347 
There are no people in the 
midst of whom a man does 
acts of disobedience 401 
There are three characteristics 
of faith 41 

There is no hostility as such 
between you and us 288 
There is no jihad for the one 
who breaks into the houses 
of others 136 
There is no nation in which 
acts of disobedience are 
committed 406 
There is no obedience in that 
which is disobedience 82 
There shall appear a folk in 
this Umma 305, 361 
There shall appear a group 
in the direction of the 
east who will recite the 
Qur’an 319, 387 
There shall appear groups of 
people with the faces of 
humans but with the hearts 
of devils 388 
There shall be a folk that 
comes from my Umma 
and they will recite the 


Qur’an 274, 308 
There shall be a folk whose 
Screen View Only — Click to get a hard copy: http://www.MinhajPublications.com 



Index of Hadith Reports and Narrations I 457 


words are good but whose 
actions are bad 333 
There shall emerge a folk who 
speak the truth but it will 
not pass their throats 279, 

3 1 1 

There shall emerge from the 
offspring of this man [Dhu 
al-Khuwaysira al-Tamlml] 
a folk 332 

There shall soon appear a 
folk who are young in 
age, sharp-witted and 
severe 343 

There was a man who was 
extremely lax in performing 
good deeds 54 
There was a merchant 
who used to give people 
credit 53 

They [the Kharijites] are the 
worst of my Utnma 299, 
326 

They [the Kharijites] 

encountered a Muslim and 
a disbeliever on the road, 
and killed the Muslim 333 
They [the Kharijites] uttered, 
‘There is no judgment but 
for God’ 272, 310 
They [the Muslim soldiers] 
did not kill the merchants 
amongst the pagans 129 
They are the dogs of the 
Hellfire 259, 298, 300, 
321-322, 358, 374 


They are the most despised 
of creation in the sight of 
God 327 

They are the worst of 
those slain under the 
heavens 350 
They grouped me with 
the children and I was 
spared 123 

They shall continue to appear 
until the last of them 
appears with the Anti- 
Christ 318, 341, 377, 393 
They shall pass through the 
religion/Islam just as an 
arrow passes through a 
hunted game 244, 267, 
297-298, 303-305, 

3 12-3 1 3, 315, 318, 320, 

3 3 1 — 3 32, 335, 349, 356, 
357, 377 

They shall quote the Qur’an 
believing that it is for them 
although in reality it is 
against them 346 
They shall recite the Qur’an 
but it will not pass their 
throats 346 

They should not impose the 
tax on non-Muslim women 
or children 148 
They will apparently invite 
the people to God’s Book 
although they have nothing 
to do with it 346 
They will appear during a 
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time in which there is 
disunity 348 

They will be brainwashed 344 
They will be extremely 
oppressive, blood-thirsty 
and violent 347 
They will be extremists in 
religious matters 345 
They will be the most evil of 
the creation 347 
They will be young in age 344 
They will believe in the clear- 
cut verses of the Qur’an but 
fall into destruction 348 
They will block the roads, 
shed blood without 
any authorization from 
God 348 

They will continue to appear 
until the last of them 
appears with the Anti- 
Christ 345 

They will declare it obligatory 
to wage armed rebellion 
against an oppressive and 
corrupt government 350 
They will defame their rulers 
and charge them with 
misguidance 347 
They will emerge from the east 
[of sanctuaries] 344 
They will have thick, unkempt 
beards 344 

They will make truthful 

demands with their tongues 
but they will not pass 


beyond their throats 348- 
349 

They will not cease to emerge, 
until the last group of them 
emerges [with the Anti- 
Christ] 393, 394 
They will not turn from their 
doctrine and indeology 394 
They will recite the Qur’an but 
the believers’ recitation will 
not resemble theirs 346 
They will shed blood that is 
inviolable 348 
They will speak the words of 
the best of people 309, 

3 12-3 1 3, 331, 347, 357 
They will take the verses 
revealed about the 
disbelievers and apply them 
to the believers 349 
They will wear their lower 
garments high upon their 
legs 344 

They would be made the 
dogs of Hell [in the 
Hereafter] 350 
This is the covenant of 
security from the servant 
of God ... to the people of 
Jerusalem 160 
Those who fight against 
them will earn a great 
reward 349 

Time will seem to get shorter 
and knowledge will 
diminish 73 
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Today they are reciting the 
Qur'an but tomorrow they 
will be fighting with their 
swords 328 

‘Umar b. al-Khattab ^ wrote 
a letter to the military 
commanders 148 

‘Umar exempted him [the 
elderly non-Muslim] from 
the tax that was due from 
him 152 

Until the Anti-Christ appears 
in their last remnant 319, 
378, 387 

We fought in the Battle of 
Khaybar 144 

We have not been fair to you 
if 150 

Were I to execute 

ambassadors, I would have 
executed both of you 100 

When God assembles the first 
and the last, a herald will 
call out 51 

When he H came to a people 
[a force] at night, he would 
not attack them until 
daybreak 133 

When shortcomings befell the 
Children of Israel 408 

When the Kharijites seceded 
from ‘All he went out in 
pursuit of them 277, 324 

When the Kharijites started 
their rebellion 310 

Where are the people of 


spiritual excellence 51 
Wherever you encounter them, 
slay them 299, 357 
Who has tormented this 
bird by taking her young 
ones 134 

Whoever amongst you 
witnesses an evil, let him 
reform it [practically] with 
his hand 403 

Whoever believes in God and 
the last day, let him behave 
with excellence towards his 
neighbour 50 
Whoever detests their bad 
deeds 214, 217-218 
Whoever enters Abu Sufyan’s 
house is safe 132 
Whoever hurts a non-Muslim 
citizen, I shall be his 
opponent 113 
Whoever is under our 

guarantee of protection, 
then his blood is like our 
blood 154 

Whoever kills himself 
with something will be 
tormented by it in the 
Hellfire 81 

Whoever lays down his 
weapon will be safe 132 
Whoever points a piece of iron 
[e.g., a gun] at his brother, 
the angels will curse him 60 
Whoever rebels against the 
writ of the Muslim state 
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and separates himself from 
the community 197 

Whoever shuts his door is 
safe 132. 

Whoever slays them will be 
granted a reward on the 
Day of Resurrection 299, 
343 

Whoever stabs himself to 
death, he will continue to 
stab himself in Hell 80 

Whoever takes up arms 
against the Muslims 262 

Whoever throws himself off a 
mountain, thereby killing 
himself 80 

Whoever withdraws his 
obedience 198 

Whoever wrongs a non- 
Muslim citizen, or 
diminishes any of his 
rights 1 12 

Why do you fight against 
us 288 

Woe to you! Who will be just 
if I am not just 266-267, 
297 

Yes, I heard him, and he 
pointed towards the east 
and said 315 


You find some things with 
them agreeable and other 
things disagreeable 214, 
217-218 

You must prohibit the 
Muslims from wronging 
and harming their non- 
Muslim citizens 147 
You must surely enjoin 
the good and forbid the 
evil 212-213, 401-402 
You shall soon come 
upon people who have 
secluded themselves in 
monasteries 128 
Young children, women and 
infirm elderly men should 
not be killed in war 137 
Your blood and your property 
and your honour are 
inviolable 93 

Your blood and your property 
are inviolable, like the 
inviolability of this day of 
yours 71 

Your blood and your property 
are unlawful to you 107 
Your body has a right on you 
and your eyes also have a 
right 79 
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Abbasid 227 

c Abd Allah b. Dhl al- 

c Abd al- c AzIz al-DihlawI 372 

Khuwaysira al- 

c Abd al- c AzIz b. c Abd Allah see 

Tamlml 266-268, 275, 

Ibn Baz 

281, 307, 332 

c Abd al-Haqq al-DihlawI 371 

c Abd Allah b. Hadrad al- 

c Abd al-Malik b. 

Aslaml 15 1 

Majishun 355 

c Abd Allah b. Khabbab 287, 

c Abd al-Qahir al- 

292, 327 

Baghdadl 350 

c Abd Allah b. Mas c ud 34, 

c Abd al-Rahman al-jazlrl 237 

51-52, 72, ioo-ioi, 113, 

c Abd al-Rahman b. c Abd 

298, 312, 320, 331, 383 

Allah 134 

c Abd Allah b. Nuwaha 100 

c Abd al-Rahman b. al- c Ala’ al- 

c Abd Allah b. Rabah al- 

Hadraml 401 

Ansarl 343 

c Abd al-Rahman b. 

c Abd Allah b. Saba 269 

BaylamanI 103 

c Abd Allah b. Sakhbara al- 

c Abd al-Rahman b. Muljam al- 

Sulaml 291 

Muradl 189, 282 

c Abd Allah b. c Umar 32, 40, 

c Abd al-Razzaq 31,101,104, 

59, 72-73, 99, 121, 13 1, 

137, 2 76, 308, 324, 343, 

138, 21 1, 315-316, 319, 

345 

377 

c Abd b. Humayd 33, 74, 85, 

c Abd Allah b. Wahb al-Rasibl 

89 

see Ibn Wahb 

c Abd Allah b. c Abbas see Ibn 

Abd al-Aziz Al-Shaykh xxv 

c Abbas 

abode of Islam [Dar al- 

c Abd Allah b. al-Kawa’ 281 

Islam] 283 

c Abd Allah b. al-Samit 76 

abode of war [Dar al- 

c Abd Allah b. c Amr b. al- 

ii arb] 283 

c As 31, 34, 68, no, 318 

Abraham 270 

c Abd Allah b. Burayda 68 

Abu c Abd Allah see Ahmad b. 

c Abd Allah b. Busr 74 

Hanbal 
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Abu al-Harith 2Z7 
Abu al-Hasan al-Ash c arI 94 
Abu al-Haytham 44 
Abu c Amr al-Shaybanl 26 
Abu Ayyub al-Ansarl 288, 
289, 293 

Abu Bakr al-Khalal, 227-228, 
32.8, 377 

Abu Bakr al-Siddlq 98, 104, 
124, 127-128, 137-138, 
144-147, 294, 334, 343, 
407 

Abu Bakra 98, 343 
Abu Bilal [Kharijite] 322 
Abu Burza 318 
Abu Dawud 23, 33, 42, 50, 
52-53, 61, 73, 76, 80-81, 
88, 98, 103, 112-113, 125, 
131-132, 134-136, 138, 
144, 150, 213, 218, 276, 
298, 304, 308, 327, 332- 
334, 347, 403, 406-408 
Abu Dharr 50, 298, 306, 326, 
331, 362, 371 
Abu Ghalib al-HimsI 259- 
260, 321-322, 357, 374- 


Abu Mansur al-Baghdadl 286 
Abu Mansur al-Maturldl see 
Maturldl, al- 374 
Abu MutT 370 
Abu Nasr al-Farabl al-Jawharl 
Abu SaTd al-Khudrl 72, 266, 
298, 304-306, 315, 323, 

3 3 1— 3 34, 361-362, 365, 
371, 380-381, 391, 403, 
405-406 

Abu Salama 305, 323, 380- 
381 

Abu Shurayh al-KhuzaT 42, 

5 ° 

Abu Sufyan 132 
Abu Thadaba 121 
Abu c Ubayd al-Qasim b. 
Sallam 107, 143, 150, 
152.-153, i 55 , 408 
Abu c Ubayda 107, 119, 147, 
408 

Abu Umama 258-261,298, 
321-322, 327, 357, 374- 
375, 382 
Abu Wadi 46 
Abu Ya c la 345 


375 , 382 

Abu Hafs al-Hanball 74, 95, 
98, 195, 258-259, 262- 
264, 266 

Abu Hanlfa 10, 29, 103-104, 
223, 374 

Abu Hurayra 33-34,39,41, 
53-54, 60, 65, 72-73, 80, 
86, 132, 246, 327, 387, 
402 


Abu Yusuf 106-108, 143, 
147, 149-151, 153 
Abu Zayd 36 
Abyssinia 4 10-4 12 
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Prof John L Esposiro, Georgetown University, Washing™ DC; Qtdrft faiwa 

is JM exhaustive. systematic theological and legal study nf the Islamic tradition* teach - 
ingt on the MfH of force anti armed resistance tn support an absolute cfmdemnatitirt of 
any form of tCtTOritm fur Muy cause. 

:: Prof Muqtada r Khan, University of Della ware, US; Dr QttdrVs fatu^i is essen- 
tially jm encyclopedic compflatkin of the fiqh of the me of farce, ft basically accumu- 
lates all the mfkiits jurisprudential positions advanced by Muslim scltolats and jurists 
of different schools. . . . The extremists attd their sympathetic scholars, i am confident, 
tv til not be able to produce a document that could trump Dai Qadri 's fattva. 

l: Prof Marian Ahmed* Freie University Germany 1 This is a landmark theological 
study — a careful ami systematic treatment of a thousand years of legal tradition dealing 
with armed resistance against the state . , . . The faiwa itself. , . is categorically and com- 
prehensively against terrorism m any form and for any cause . . , what it provides are 
easily available argumentation and proof for , , , millions of preachers, 

r: l)r Hass&n Abbas, Harvard University, US: Qadn has been very bald tn saying 
that these terrorists are awaited in hell. 


;■ Faned /akaria, CNN: While pact \fn&mts\ may hatre hemmed and hstwed about 
where the Koran condoned terror or particular: kinds of violence, this one >s defnittve- 
Itsays there is no theological imttficathm for terror tn Islam. 

r: Carla Power, TIME: Qadrrs f.jUaa may well he the most detailed ant i-terror fatwa 

ever written f lit fatuw, Terrorism ts at all times, in all conditions, agamst Islam- The 

murders terrorists commit unit send them, not to paradise, at often claimed, but to helh 

The Globe and Mail, Canada; ft is a direct and jfjortvr/wf argument armed at the 

yuuug and at all those u-'hnse tdvneC Or yqituMjcat statements have been wrrJeri'/Qrd by 
thit yQung as tacit approval. 




